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Lead in: This audio feature is a documentation of an Egyptian villa built in 1927.   
Date: Friday morning, 23 November 2018. Place: Zamalek, an island in Cairo. The address: 4 Sheikh El Marsafi Street… in front of Beano's, a coffee shop. Task: Documenting my house...
MUSIC: FADE IN: soft piano music (0:00- 0:23)
NAT SOUND: Typing sounds (0:00- 0:17)
Well, my grandmother’s house from my mom’s side but let’s call it our family home.It’s sentimental but it’s also a bit messy because money is involved.
NAT SOUND: One family member saying ‘how are you Taunt Faiza?’ in Arabic (0:20- 0:24)

MUSIC: FADE OUT: soft piano music (at 0:20)
Tant is Arabic for aunt. And Tant Faiza is actually my grandmother… I call her Nana. This house has been around since 1927. Nana told me that once.  
MUSIC: FADE IN: soft piano music (0:25- 0:44)
When I was about 10, my family tried to sell it so that everyone; my aunt, my mom’s cousins and a long list of other family members, got their share of money. Long story short, it didn’t get sold. 
MUSIC: FADE OUT: soft piano music (at 0:40)
Mervat Salem (MS): We all know that why it didn’t work is because my mother wasn’t ready. (0:44-0:48 )

That’s my mom. 
MS: One of the owners, my cousin, when she came here and sat with my mother, she said ‘no, Aunti Faiza is not ready at all for selling the house no matter what. The subject is closed. ( 0:50- 1:01 )
I’d love for Nana to tell her side of this story, but she’s 95 and has dementia.  Her memory loss has worsened and so has her speech.
MUSIC: FADE IN: soft piano music (1:00- 1:11)
	MUSIC: FADE OUT: soft piano music (at 1:11)
NAT SOUND: Conversation with my grandmother: ‘Do you like the house? Of course, this is my house and I live in it’ in Arabic. (1:10- 1:15) 

She says, of course, she loves the house because she lives in it. 
	MUSIC: FADE IN: soft piano music (1:15-1:45)
Let me take you on a walk around the house. Here are some basics you need to know. There are three floors. The first floor is where we live. The third floor is storage. The ground floor is where  a former photography professor at The American University in Cairo, Thomas Hartwell, used to live ... But he left. Place: Front door staircase. Time: About nine years ago. Weather: Let’s assume it was sunny. Memory:....Actually, let’s hear it from Tom. 
NAT SOUND:  Typing (1:34- 1:42)
	MUSIC: FADE OUT: soft piano music (at 1:45)
Thomas Hartwell (T.H): I remember, I went upstairs to your grandmother and I said something like, ‘after 28 years, they’re gonna kick me out just like that? In one month?’ She looked at me and she said, ‘well, after 82 years, they wanna kick me out.’ (1:42- 1:55)

As you can see Tom was our neighbor who lived downstairs. We ended up not selling the house back then, but my family had to tell him to leave just in case. 
MUSIC: FADE IN: soft piano music (1:55- 2:05)
	MUSIC: FADE OUT: soft piano music (at 2:05)
MS: I remember there were airplanes passing very very low and Tom running and opening the door and running, running with the camera in the streets trying to take pictures to see what’s going on. And we were always running after him, ‘Tom, Tom Tom, what happened?’ and he says, ‘I don’t know! I don't know! What are these planes? (2:04 - 2:17) 

Aside from the impromptu photo opportunities in and outside the house, my mom and the garden are inseparable. Despite that she spent nearly 20 years in Abu Dhabi, UAE.. where my dad is and where I went to both grade and high school, my mom used to bring me back to Cairo every summer. We eventually moved here in 2016. Place: Garden. Time: Well, literally everyday. Memory: Smelling the jasmine flowers. 
MUSIC: FADE IN: soft piano music (2:15-2:42)
NAT SOUND:  Typing (2:34- 2:42)
MUSIC: FADE OUT: soft piano music (at 2:42)
MS:I used to hate leaving because everytime I used to think ‘Oh My God... this is the last summer’ If we sell the house, there won’t be a coming summer. This is the last time I am going to see this plant, especially because there are several plants in the garden that I like. Several trees. (2:42- 2:59)

NAT SOUND: Garden, birds etc..(2:24- 2:59)  
I always thought our living room was a little boring but perhaps my mother will say otherwise because in 1992, an earthquake brought the entire family here. 
MUSIC: FADE IN: soft piano music (2:59- 3:15)
NAT SOUND: Family gathering (3:00- 3:54)
Place: Living room. Date: October 12, 1992.  
NAT SOUND:  Typing (3:08- 3:15)
MUSIC: FADE OUT: soft piano music (at 3:15)
MS: Literally the house started to shake. Mama just sat there. She didn’t even move. She was totally relaxed. And she told me ‘nothing, nothing. It’s just an earthquake.’ (3:16- 3:26)

My family was fortunate but more than 500 people lost their lives in what was called Egypt’s most destructive earthquake, according to the Ahram, a local Egyptian newspaper. 
MUSIC: FADE IN: soft piano music (3:25- 3:35)
MUSIC: FADE OUT: soft piano music (at 3:35)
MS: And then by the afternoon, most of the family came to sit with us because our house was safer because it’s low. Everybody brought their stuff, or their money, jewelry hiding it here until things calmed down. (3:35- 3:54)

NAT SOUND: Family members talking loudly  (3:00- 3:54)
MUSIC: FADE IN: soft piano music (3:50- 4:09)
Place: The dining room. Memory: Lunch and dessert of course. 
NAT SOUND:  Typing (3:54- 4:01)
NAT SOUND:  Family lunch setting noises with forks and knives sounds (4:00-4:20)
I always waited for dessert because Nana would put strawberries on the table and sprinkle sugar on my plate...just for me …but...the dining room did NOT bring good memories for everyone. 
MUSIC: FADE OUT: soft piano music (at 4:09)
Nadia Khalifa (NK): Tant Faiza forced me to eat yogurt and I don't like yogurt. She made me eat it by force because I had to finish what was on my plate. (4:10- 4:20)

That was Nadia.. My cousin. We’re about the same age. 
NK: And I stayed half an hour looking at everyone else. for mercy and hoping...begging for mercy. (4:22- 4:30)

Oh come on Nadia … You did have some good memories here ...
	NK: I can't think of….(4:32-4:33) 
Date and Time: 2010.. Probably after lunch. Memory: Nadia will tell you. Place: The piano room.
MUSIC: FADE IN: soft piano music (4:33- 4:43)
NAT SOUND: Typing (4:34-4:41)
MUSIC: FADE OUT: soft piano music (at 4:43)
NK: When I was eleven or twelve, I used to take piano lessons and then every time I'd come to your house, I thought it was like a good opportunity to learn. (4:41-4:50)

Let’s go a little further back in time. I am sure we were just as sophisticated. Place: The basement. Date and Time: 2007… it’s probably broad daylight too. Memory: Some sort of an adventure. 
MUSIC: FADE IN: soft piano music (4:50- 5:02)
NAT SOUND:  Typing (4:54- 5:02)
MUSIC: FADE OUT: soft piano music (at 5:02)
NK: I used to tell you we have to do it. We have to be brave and I'd usually go down the staircase and then I'd look around and it's too dark, I kind of freak out and go upstairs and you're standing at the top of the stairs you're laughing. ‘Nadia don't be stupid. Come up.’ and I know you’re scared. (5:03- 5:20)

NAT SOUND: Footsteps, wood and door creaking (5:10- 5:18)
Date: Today. Location: At the front door on the staircase. Task: Reflecting. I am not sure what’s going to happen if the house gets sold but it’s just a matter of time before it’s gone. Every house is special to the people who own it or live in it. On that note, I recommend you document your houses too because I am not even done documenting mine. 
NAT SOUND:  Typing (5:20- 5:36)
NAT SOUND:  Birds in the background (5:19- 5:37)
MUSIC: FADE IN: soft piano music (5:22- 5:40)
NAT SOUND: clock ticking (5:27-5:32)
MUSIC: FADE OUT: soft piano music (at 5:40)
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