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Yossra: “This is Yossra M. Hamouda, JRMC2202. Would you please give us a bit of knowledge about your name, title, place of residence and age?”
Dr. Rasha Abdulla: “Name, my name is Rasha Abdulla. I am an Associate Professor of Journalism and Mass Communication. What else do you need?”
Yossra: “Age and place of residence.”
Dr. Rasha Abdulla: “Eh el ehrag da? (Both of us laugh). I am forty-one years of age. I live in Cairo.”
Yossra: “Okay. I am conducting this interview trying to answer a specific question which is: ‘Could a journalist be both a journalist and an activist in the same time or should the activist part somehow affect the journalist?’ so the whole set of questions would be about this thesis.” 
Dr. Rasha Abdulla: “Okay.”
Yossra: “So, I would like to ask you. You are an activist, you are a very active member of movements against military trial of civilians. If -of course- you are a very famous activist in Egypt. Does this affiliation, political affiliation, stand point affect your credibility?”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Dr. Rasha Abdulla: “Tab, let me just first tell you that I do not consider myself a very famous journalist in Egypt; I am a professor of journalism. I write opinion pieces every now and then. I don’t think I am a famous journalism per say. I also actually, do not consider myself an activist (laughs) whether you would agree with that or not. I consider myself a citizen who does what she sees is right, or for people who live a peaceful life. Having said that, I think the main argument that you are looking at –it is a very valid argument-, it has to do with the essence of who you are as a human being, and if we are going to talk about objectivity in journalism or in anything else for that matter, with the, with the, with the implication that that would mean that if you have any kind of a, of a political opinion or human right opinion that that would deem you irrelevant in a job or in whatever else you are doing, then you have one of two options remaining. Either no one would do anything or that whoever would do something would be a very meaningless person; because they would be void of context and these two options are not really realistic (laughs). So, my point is that everybody who does anything has some kind of a bias, that the bias is in you from the day you were born. The bias has to do with where you born? What kind of family did you grew up in? What did you do as a kid? What did you when you grew up? Where did you receive your education? What did you read as you were receiving your education? How, how was your character formed basically and what basic values do you believe in? If you, if you want to be objective in the sense of having no values to believe in that obviously a problem because that makes you- as I said - devoid of context. You can’t ask tough questions, if you don’t have some kind of a value system.”
Yossra: “That’s not the point. I agree that you should have a point of view but what I am asking about is pronounced political activism or pronounced political standing, so my question, the other related question is you might have a political point of view but could you announce it?”
Dr. Rasha Abdulla: “I don’t think, I don’t think that hiding it is the answer (laughs) and let’s also agree that’s a very unusual time that you live in in Egypt. Nothing now is happening by the book so you cannot really apply what you have in journalism books line by line to what’s happening now in Egypt; because this is a very unusual time in the country. I would think that if you go to a place in Western Europe or may be even in the State or something you might want to agree that no political journalism could be a member of any political party. In that context, this would be a fair enough agreement, but in Egypt right now you cannot really tell people not to do a journalistic job if they do not have a political opinion even if it is out-spoken; because well, there is also a difference between being an activist for something and a political player as a member of party or a spokesperson for a party or something of that sort. That’s obviously a conflict of interest, but there are professional values of journalism that you can abide by even if you have a political opinion or a political inclination as long as you are trying to, to get people all sides of the story basically. As long as you are not trying to hide the information that you think does not serve your own political views, then I think you should be okay.”
Yossra: “Okay. I have a certain question related to this. What did- what do you think?  Is a journalist by nature some sort- being a journalist itself, could it be a form of activism?”
Dr. Rasha Abdulla: “No, and it shouldn’t be. Journalism is a profession. You can’t use your journalism to serve your political activism.”
Yossra: “No, that’s not the point. Well there is a point- a point of view that being a journalist seeking truth you should be by nature biased towards freedom of expression. The way you are viewing, you’re revealing truth is, is itself some sort of political action.”
Dr. Rasha Abdulla: “Wa, if you are going to look at it this way then everything you ever write is going to be political action, then, then you are in the business of political action (laughs). I mean if, you are redefining journalism to mean, to mean political action (laughs).  Which is- if that’s the way you are looking at it- then everything you write is going to be political.”
Yossra:  “Okay. One final question: ‘do you believe that journalists could be away from the context they are living in?’”
Dr. Rasha Abdulla: “What do you mean?”
Yossra: “Could a journalist be a journalist and not be, and not affected by the society and the situation, be detached?”  
Dr. Rasha Abdulla: “No; that’s what I am saying. If you, if you’re detached from the surroundings, then you can’t give context to any story. You should be very well aware of what is happening. You have to be aware of your biases as well. I don’t consider a bias towards freedom of expression a bias per say. That’s, that’s a value that everybody should have really. It is a human right. It is a basic human right, but if you’re biased towards a political party for example that’s not like being biased to a, to a value that represents a human right. That’s, that’s a different question. If you biased towards a political party other than some other political party, than that’s- you know- , that’s something that we can talk about, but everybody should be biased towards freedom of expression, everybody towards, should be biased towards social justice, towards freedom. These are, these are things that are, that are basic human rights not political opinions.”
Yossra: “Thank you.”  



