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ABSTRACT

This research investigates the issue of sex roles in Egyptian
society as it appears in the attitudes of parents of the middle class
with respect to the socialization of their children. The parents of
eight families were interviewed, but care was taken that each parent
was interviewed separately. The families were chosen from among the
members of the middle class on the basis of certain criteria which I
set for "middleclass." The research depended mainly on interviews which
were partially structured, partially unstructured. The questions on

which these interviews were structured are included in the Appendix.

The results of the research reveal an existing sex differentiation
among the parents of the middle class with xrespect to the socialization
of their children. The conclusion that could be jnferred from the atti-

tudes they expressed in the interviews is in accordance with this

differentiation.
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so of an animel. (1971, p. 2)

PARENTAL ATTITUDES TOWARDS

THE SOCIALIZATION OF CHILDREN
IN TERMS OF SEX ROLES

INTRODUCTION

SOCIALIZATION VIS-A-VIS SEX ROLES:

The central thesis of Simone de Beauvoir's book, The Second Sex,

holds that women have beeﬁ forced to occupy a secondary place in the

world in relation to men. Their position in this respect is comparable

to that of the racial minorities in spite of the fact that women consti-
tute numericelly at least half of the humen race. (1968, p. 3) Dr. Nawal

El Saadawy also presents the same view in her book Women and Sex in

Egyptian Society but with particular reference to Egyptien society in

terms of special cultural and environmental conditions with regard to the
biological determinism of women. The dominant theme, throughout the book,
is more of an appeel to raise the status of the Egyptisn women to that of

& human being equal to the man rather than that of an inferior being, more

The differentiation between sexes is a wuniversal phenomenon that
has its roots in both biology end history. However, because the inferior
status of women in sgciety has no logical scientific basis in anatomy, the
question arises - whthave women for ldng ysara been confined to it? Maybe

the division of labor in earlier societies - here based on sex — is one

=
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answer to the question., Juliet Mitchell pressnts the pictufa in Women's
Estate, saying: "In the eerly stages of sociel development, men's
physical superiority gave him the means of conquest over nature which

was denied to women. Once women was eccorded the menial tasks involved
in maintenance while man undertook to conquest and creation, she became
an aspect of the private property and children. Robin Fox gives his own
version of the picture when he says that for the greater part of human
history, women were getting on with their highly specialized task of
bearing aend rearing the children. "It was the man who hunted the game,
fought the snemies, and made the decisions.” This, he believes is rooted

in primate nature. (1967)

It follows, therefore that society holds for a woman a role dif-
ferent from that of a man. Consequently, when'a female is born into &
culture, she is prepared for a role befitting her sex. This is when the
role of socialization-as a process becomes significant. It 1s necessary,

therefore, to clarify the term "sacialiiatian“?at this point.

Paul Spencer states: ngocialization has a narrower and a broader
sense. 1In the narrower sense it tends to be confined to the social learn-
ing of children, to the processes whereby they ecquire the values of adult
society so-as fo participate fully within it. *In the broader sense, it
may be extended to adults whenever they join a new social group and are
expected to acquire & new set of values before participating fully within
it and even, ldgically, to social deviates who_have to conform." (Social-

ization: the Approach from Sociel Anthropology, 1967, p. 1272.) 1In this
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research, I will use as & working definition ths term in what Spencer
calls "the narrower sense" to apply to the pracess in which the child

learns to prepere himself for the role he is to play in society.

According to Sulliven, socialization is a product of & gradual
accumulation of experiences with certain people, particularly those
with whom we stand in primery relations: These "significant others"
are those who are actually involved in the cultivation of abilities,
values, and outlook. (Manis, Jerome, 1967, p.” 168) Social scientists
agres that human jnfants do not possess culture at birth; they do not
have a conception of the world, a language or a morality. All of these

things then must be acquired by them through the process of socialization.

_ Tt is a logical sequence of the above premise that members of one
society be socialized in the same way by virtue of the fact that they
are equal in béing human beings and members of the same culture. It so
happens, however, that society and not nature differentiates between its
members, the differentiation here being based on sex differences. Judith
Bardwick and Elizabeth Douvan depict the picture very briefly in the
following words: "Sex differences in infancy and childhood are enhanced

through socialization." (1970, p. 4)

Because society does not view both sexes in the same way, the
socialization of the members of each sex therefore proceeds along a dif-
ferent line. It follows then that rolé"soﬁiéf{zatinn constitutes one of

the most importent learning experiences for the young child. Hartley

reports that by the time they are four, children realize that the primary
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feminine role is housekeeping, while the primary masculine role is wage
earning (1960). Here we can refer to Erikson's concept of "inner and
outer space" with reference to the two sexes. When Erikson attributed

to the females the concept of "inner space” and to the males that of
"outer space," he did so as a result of his study of preadolescent chil-
dren of both sexes in play construction. The concern of the girls tended
to be "peaceful family scenes" which represented "inner spece.” Their
representation of house interiors wes interpreted as a concentration on
the anticipated task of taking care of a home end of rearing children.

On the other hand, the boys® tendency to picture outward and upward move-—

ment was seen as another expression of their anticipated roles (1983, p.100)

With respect to the Arab Muslim society, Bouhdiba explains the
socialization of the girl as an epprenticeship in the superiority of the
male and in the necessity to prepare herself to accept throughout her
whole existence the harsh constraints which nature, men and God Himself

have decresd for her.. ("Ths Child and Women in Arab Muslim Society")

The other side of the picture is.different, however, resulting

" from the mere fact thét the boy is prepered for a role of superiority
whereby he raiéns master of the female world. When Erick Fromm said that
there is @& masculinity and femininity in character, he referred to those
tfaits which society and the family encourage in the child. The boy is
thus taught to develop those qualities which prepare him for such a role -
namely aggressiveness, audacity, independence, and similar qualities which
all center around the one attribute of "masculinity.” Kluckhohn believes

that the problem of securing for the child an adequate level of aggressioﬁ
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for later adult life appears to center in the early management of age

roles and privileges in his relationship to parents and siblings (1965).

On the other hand, the girl learns to be submissive, week, shy,
obedient and to acquire those traits which win for her the quaelity of "fem-
ininity." A girl who, for some reason or another, rebels asgeinst this

stereotype is seen as not conforming to the .norms of her society.

It seems feasible to refer in this respect to I. Hallowell's
concept of self-awareness. He says, "One of the distinguishing features
of human adjustment, as compared-with that of animels lower in the evolu-
tionary scale, rests upon the fact that the human adult, in the course of
ontogenic development, has learned to discriminate himself as an object
in a world of objects rather than himself: self-awareness. The nature of
the self is a culturally identifiable variable.” (1967) According to
Erikson, the child's concept of self develops as his identity emerges
with reference to a variety of roles, chief among them being his role
as a male (1963) which Fromm considers as being "drilled" in intensively

end continuously throughout childhood. . (1971)

The development of female identity is approached by Erikson with
the following words. He says:
"I think that much of & young woman's identity is already
defined in her kind of attractiveness and selectivity for her
search for.the man. Young women often ask whether they can

‘have an identity' before they know whom they will marry and
for whom they will make a home." (1963)

In spite of the fact that Erikson belieﬁes, according to the above

words, that the definition of a woman is made only in terms of a man, his

Ly~
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image of woman is not as "negative" as the other orthodox Freudiens. To
confirm my point here, I would like to refer to the following wordss:
"This is not an attempt to 'doom' every woman to perpetual
motherhood’ and to deny her the equivalence of individuality
end the equality of citizenship. But since a woman is never
not a women, she can see her long-range goals in the modes of

activity which include and integrate her natural dispositions.”
(1963, p. 26)

The gist of the above point is that sexual roles are socially
created - that is, as Nancy Reeves says,; "Neither providence nor anatomy
blueprints them for a1l time, but rather, they are socially developed.”
(1971, p. 17) :Furthermore, since all societies use sex &s @ convenient
means for assigning adult roles, the socialization process whereby chil-
dren learn to play adult roles involves their becoming aware of which
sex usually performs these roles. This socialization, according to C.
Jaffe, literally starts at birth with its proverbial pink or blue blanket

thet is given to the newborn infant. (1971, p. 467)

THE PROBLEM STATED:

Starting with the assumption that because differentiation according
to sexes tends to be a universal phenomenon, childhood is the crucial
period in which the jmdividusl is prepared for his or her role as a male

or female in society. Consequently the problem as I see it is:

Is there a differentiation according to the sexes in the socializa-
tion of children from eight to twelve years of age among Egyptian families

of the middle-class?

T would like to emphasize the point that I have chosen this
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mgticular 8ge group because I fegl that it represents the pre-adolescent

pericd in which sexes become more especielly diffsrentiated. Prior to

filoperacion Ldrentare - nat Clearly Segregated and lines of demarca«

tion between the sexes are not sharply drawn.

METHODOLOGY ¢

In this paper, I depended on two techniques of research in inves-
tigating the problem — nemely, observatiom and interviews. Observation
in this respect is not more than an awakening of the sense of the resszarcher
whereby I can observe what goes on in the society, relevant to my arsa of
study. Yet observation alone cannot give the necessary data for such a
research, as it tends to give more of a superficiel view than an in-depth
one. Furthermore, one has to keep in mind thet even if the researcher tries
to notice everything,'he cannot. There are those events that he might miss
because they happen while he is not observing, or because of their intimate
. nature. Therefore a complementary technique has to be used. In this study
I used interviews. Benjamin Paul believes that interviewing is an in-

| direct means of observation. The combined uss of these two technigues are,

to him, the means of providing better perspective. (1953, p. 438)

An approach using observation, complemented by interviews has the

| advanéége of providing both an cbjective and "® subjective view of ths situa-
. tion. It tends to achieve what Benjamin Paul heans when he considers that
the researcher aims to gather and state two sets of data: a description of
the situation as he sees it from the outside, and as the informant sees it

| /

. from the inside. The outside view is that provided by observation, while
-.l‘ ]) Ib
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the inside view is provided by interviews. (1953, p. 447)

A. THE INTERVIEWS:

My previous experience with interviews has revealed to me that
for an interview to yield valid data, it is better to be partiéily
structured, particularly unstructured. Consequently, I followed the
same method in this research. By "structured” I mean that I had
certain issues in mind which formed the basis of my questions. If
the answers of an informant were suggestive of a certain point which
had not occurred to me but which added knowledge to my data, I pursued
this point according to its relevance to the research. This is the

nunstructured” aspect of the interview.

The major issues of the interview questions will be included in

the appendix.

Peter Mann considers that an interview is a form of human inter-
action and may“range from the most informal "chat"” to the most carefully
precoded and carefully systematized set of questions and answers laid out
on an interview schedule. (1968, Pe 92) Relevant here is the point that
I would rather'keap my interviews informal for the sole purpose of pro-
viding an atmosphere of ease around both informant and interviewer, and
hence a relaxed informant would be more willing to talk and more ready to
cooperate. As Peter Mann describes it, the informal interview does not

have the amount of direct guestioning that could give an interview the

air of a lawyer and witness relationship. (1968, p. 46)
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B. THE CHOICE OF INFORMANTS:

But who are my informants? The answer is the parents. In othor
words, I interviewed gight fathers and eight mothers who represent eight
families. The choice of the parents depended on the following criterias

1. The parents must have children from both sexes

2., They must come from Islamic middle class families.

3. The parents must not be separated or divorced.

No one single parent of a child was interviewed, but both paraints
of the same child were interviewed to give a clear picture of the situa-—
tion. Yet, I chose to interview them separately so as to avoid any infli=

ence from either side.

1 believe that at this point I need to clarify certain issuss.
The first one is raised by the question, "why especially the choice of
parents for a study on socialization?® I need not emphasize the role of
the family as the main socialirzing agent in the first years of a chiid"s
1ife. 0. Jaffe believes that although it is generally agreed that sex
role socialization is gverywhere, certain institutions are of course more
crucial in the cultural transmission of these expectations than others.
Two of the most centrally involved agencies in the sex role socializetion
of the young ars the family and the schools. (1971, p. 467) Samiha
Sedhoum considers that the first agent of socialization is the family,
whethier extended or nuclear. However, as the child grows up; his pesar
group becomes the sacond agent. (1967, p. 4) Likewise, Parsons belisves
that before puberty the family's role in socialization is crucial. After

puberty, the community-at large plays the most important part in the
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process of socialization., (1968, p. 216)

The importance of the parents as socializing agents is approached

by Ostraveky through his belief that they play a significant part in

the child's emotional growth, in the evolution of his sense of values,

and in his conception of himself and of his future role in life. With
respect to the boy, he sees that for reascns of identification the boy
should have an understanding of his fether's role and a well-rounded
conception of the male figure om which to pattern his behavior. When

he studied boys whose fathers were dead or absent for long pericds, this
identification was necessarily lacking, hence creating psychologiceal

problems for the boy., (1959, p. 8)

Because the parents are the ones who bear the major burden of
socializing the young, and because the age range of the children under
study falls within the preadolescent period, the parents are the infoe-
mants best fit to providse me with valid data on how they = the main
socializing agent - Ygear" the process of socialization with respect to

their children by virtue of their proximity and influence.

The fact remains, however, that the socialization of childrsn,
to be studied, requires intensive observation whereby fhe researcher
can really get at the way in which parents socialize thelr children -
which represents the aim of the study. Dangequently, this research does
not study socialization as such, but in fact, it sims to get at the atti-
tudes of the parents towsrds sociallzation. The rationale here is the
fact thet the data yielded by the interviews fspresants the ideel date

but not necessarily the ectual datae, end hence the reliability of the
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research will be greatly reduced. What parents say they do is not
what they actually do. Many factors may interfere here to influence
their answers. In short, since his research does not deperd on
abservétian as a major technigue but instead uses interviews, the aim
of the study is not Socialization as such but the parental attitudes
vis-a-vis Socialization, especially as the parents are the source of

information.

The second issue is that relating to the choice of familiss
from among the middle class. The criteria I set for “middle class"
are:

1. education of father: a university degree
(B.A. or equivalent)

2. education of mother: a high school certificate
or equivalent

3. income of family ¢ approximately 50 L.E.
per month.

4. a flat rent of about 10-15 L.E. per month.

THE MIDDLE CLASS:

This group represents Egypt's middle class. In Janet Abul Lughod's
view, the middle class "is undergoing the most drastic sociel change of
any group in the city, and yet the areas of its domain virtually escepe
notice, so overshadowed are they by the extremes of modernism and medi-

evalism that tend to monopolize the observer's eye." (1969, pp. 179-180)

My choice of this group in particular tends to confirm Abul Lughod's

™

words when she says:
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"If one wished to study the future of Cairo and, indeed,
the future of Egypt itself, one could find no more crucial
laboratory than these 'grey areas' in which both rural and
traditional roots are fast being exchanged for the future
promised by the Revolution. The dreams being nurtured here,
the pains that are being felt as the price of change and the
conflicts that are being resolved even now by the group most
buffeted by the cross-currents and pressures alive in Cairo
today, preview those which will beset more and more Egyptians
as their socisty is transformed by modernization. These zones
are transitional in more than a physicel sense.” (1969, p.180)

The families under study come from the above-mentioned
"grey arsas" of Cairo. These are Abbasseyah, Ghamrah, Hadayek El

Kubbah, and Sakakini.

It would be feasible to refer in this respect to Joseph Kahl's
description of the middle class members as "the people who seldom
make basic decisions about their work, yet carry out the instructions
of others with intelligence, technical understanding, and considerable
jnitiative." The central value orientation of this group is respect-
ability. Its members accept many of the career values of the upper-
middle class, and are constantly striving to get ahead. (1957, p. 203)
Such striving can be ssen in the strenuocus and unrelenting push which
members of this group exsrt to motivate their children to study their
lessons. Marroe Berger highlights this point with rglation to the Arab
world by considering that the striving which the middle class pupil
exhibits is driven by.socially adaptive forms of anxiety learned in his

class world. (1962, p. 468)

One would assume that members of this group will, to maintain
such a value orientation - namely, respectability - strongly uphold to

traditional values to the point that may go beyond those of upper or
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JoRericlassinenbarstt Infother words, sometimes members of this group

may seem more "traditional" than the traditional group in society.

However, one must not forget that the group under study is one that

has its roots in the traditional elements of society. It is the
group which represents the second or third generations of migrants
from the countryside, and if we agree with Abul Lughod that the

urban economic structure helps to sustain traditionalism within Cairo,
we need to keep in mind that the equally potent force of migration
tends to maintain the elements of traditionalism in the city; helping

to infuse it afresh with ruralism.

The gist of the above presentation is that the members of the
group under study, being from the middle class, have their roots in
traditionalism. I believe that it is necessary, at this point, to
define certain terms in order to give a clear understanding of their

use in this paper.

TRADITIONAL, MODERN, AND TRANSTITIONAL @

The Encyclopeedia of the Social Sciences defines traditionalism
as the naive conservatism of individuals, who desire only to live and
die as their fathers lived and died and who therefore recoil From any

radical social transformation.” (vol. xv, p. 67)

In this paper I use the term "traditional" to refer to those
families in which there is, among other features, a rigid sex role

differentiation, the concern with sex roles being the relevant issue

in this research. The lines between the sexes are clearly and strictly
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demarcated in thi
s family. Consequently, the socialization of its

children proceeds along lines which tend to keep these demarcations

clearly separate, with the females placed in a subservient status.

0
families where sex roles are not clearly set apart - in fact, the
limits of eech sex tend to fade into those of the other. This family

has no hard and fast lines drawn around eech sex, but unlike the

traditional family, these lines of demarcation are quite vague.

These twa categories represent two ends of a continuum along
which families are placed. Midway between the two extremes, there
1ie those families which T call "transitional" and which are actually
moving from one end, the traditional, to the other which is modern.
They thus still retain certain aspects of the traditional family, but
are changing others on their way to the modern one. As has already
been mentioned, it is my assumB%ion that the members of the group
under study are of the transitional type and hence by virtue of their
being in this group, they would necessarily represent some aspects
which are traditional and others which are modern, in this respect
limiting those aspects to sex role differentiation as the relevant
issue under study. Such people who are springing from traditional

roots and have been socialized along traditional lines — how do they

socialize their own children? Does their idea of socialization reflect

—

nodern attitudes, or do they uphold to the same traditionsl values by
which they, as children, hed been socialized, or still, is their idea

of socialization midway between the two extremes?
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Tt seems plausible to pause here a while to give a brief historical
sketch of the change in the Egyptien family which is highly significant
to the understanding of the parental attitudes towards the socialization
of children, socialization in this respect being a major aspect of the

family.

The following section includes the results of two studies made
by the writer of this thesis which highlight importent points on the
change in the Egyptiaen family with special reference to the change in
the status of women. The first paper investigated "The Value of Educa-
tion in the World View of Upper—-Class Egyptian Women" (1972) and the
other studied "The Changing Role of the Egyptian Woman" (1974). A
third research work was made by Soha Abdel Kader in the Social Rssearch

Center, Cairo, in 1973, and its results likewise and to the picture.

THE EGYPTIAN FAMILY:

Studies of the family in the Arab world in general have been more
numerous than studies on the topic of childhood, children, and child
rearing in this area of the world, the latter being extremely limited
in number and scope. Studies of the family, however, are mostly part

of general descriptions of the Middle-East as a whole, few of them being

wholly devoted to the family.

A. THE TRADITIONAL FAMILY:

The traditional Egyptian home is of the patrilocal type. Ths
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family is patrilineal and extended, whers sons marry and continue to
live with their parents, aedding to the household the new members of

their family — wives and children. Such a family is strictly petri-
local, and the womenfolk continue to occupy a subordinate position

in the household. Conseqguently, the birth of a son is greatly wel-

comed. Goode describes how an Arab mother rejoices at the birth of

a son. He says:

"Aside from the expected love of a mother for her son, she has
has some reason to find in him a major center of her being. BY
producing a son, the woman helped to build up her husband®s
house, both symbolically and in fact (since a son became part
of her husband’s work force). She was unlikely to be divorced

if she bore a son, and he represented her primary link with her
husband's line." (1970, p. 143)

It follows, therefore, that the birth of a daughter is no happy
gvent, and at one time, the girls were buried alive at birth in some
parts of the Arab world. Though the practice ceased to be done with

the advent of Islam, the accompanying attitude remained.

Polygyny is allowed in the Islamic world, religion here being
used as a justification. 1In traditionel homes polygyny is common,
especially in rurel areas, and the children of the different wives live
together in the same household, either in peace or in conflict, as in
most cases. Males reign supreme in this world, but females are not
altogether deprived of decision-meking. Within the domestic sphere,
they can exercise sufficient authority. Robin Fox believes that from
her hearth, the woman exercises emormous influence. (1967) The home

is her ultimate domain, whereas the man is the breadwinner. Segrega-

+ion is the rule and the sexes do not mix freely.
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B. THE MODEBN FAMILY

On the other hand, the modern Egyptian family represents various
changes. No longer do present urban conditions allow for the residence
of the extended family in one place. Neither does modern urben design-
ing allow for that. When sons marry, therefore, they seek separate
residence and the househnld includes parents and unmarried children
only. Sometimes, however, sons tend to seek residence rear their
parental homes, and one sees that members of the same patrilinesl line
tend to cluster in the same neighborhoods. Such a phenomenon, of course,
is reminiscent of the traditional patrilocal type of residence, however

in modified form.

Females still occupy a subordinate position and male children are
still highly velued. Segregation is not the rule and the sexes mix rather
freely, though certain rules still control such mixing - e.g., in sleeping
arrangements. Polygyny is less common than in the traditional family, and
many Egyptian writers tend to explain this phenomenon in economic terms.
Tt is common to hear people saying that houses today are small, and one
has to have two separate houses for the two wives, but "nobody cean afford

to do this nowadays."

The men are still the breadwinners, and the womenfolk of the house-
hold are responsible for domestic work. Such a division of labor between
the sexes, though still existing, has been slightly modified, because the
woman in the modern family goes out to work. It must be understond; how—

ever, that the modern femele has not discarded her role at home, once she

has come to hold a job outside the home, but in fact, she has added to it
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the responsibility of this job. From the traditional point of view,
this is greatly rejected, becauée the economic aspect of the marriage
was seen as the concern of the man and never the woman. Dr. Laila El
Hemamsy gives an explanation of this point in "The Changing Role of
The Egyptian Woman" she says in presentation of the traditional out-

look.,

"The inherent value and dignity of work has not always been
axiomatic in Egypt. There was a time when a man who did not
need to work for his living had greater prestige than the one
who did. It followed that the man who could provide for his
female dependents had greater prestige and self-respect than
the man who allowed them to share in his financiel responsi-
bilities through outside work.” (1965, p. 599 in Readings in
Arab Middle Eastern Societies and Cultures. )

Such a change in outlook, however, may be traced to the great
value which has recently been attributed to education in general, and
to the education of females in particular. Dr. Hamamsy comments in
this respect, "The most important factor, perhaps that has changed the
role of the Egyptian woman is education. The feminists of Egypt - both
men and women - have been aware from the start of the significance of
gducation in developing within women a new concept of self which would
make them insist upon equality with men, and also in offering women a

means for social and economic independence." (1965, p. 598)

In highlighting the change with respect to the education of women
and thus their participation in the working force of Egypt, I would like
to refer to the census of 1971 which shows that the number of female
students at the Cairo University was 14494 at that time, while that of

1966 was 10646 and that of 1954 was 2092 only.  (The Statistical Abstract

of the United Arab Republic, 1972). Likewise H. Badran found out that
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women in Egypt constituted epproximately 50% of the economically
active age group in 1972. In the census of the Central Agency for
Public Mobilization end Statistics of 1969, female workers were 20,495
in number in Cairo in 1957; 27,614 in 1960; 40,059 in 1964; and 49,141

in 1967. (1972)

A study of the Egyptian family is therefore closely related
with the emancipation of women in Egypt. 1t must be remembered that
the Egyptian woman used to be hidden behind a veil until an active
movement began to encourage her to discard the veil at the turn of
the century. The dominant figure behind the emancipation of women in
Egypt was Kassem Amin whose efforts receive primary credit in this
respect. The veil came to be symbolic not only of the woman's sub-
servient status but also of her inability to take an active part in
Society, especially as she had previously been deprived of the right
to be educated and practically "locked up" within the home. When the
Egyptian woman became unveiled, she started to ask for rights which she
had never dared to mention previocusly. Along with the unveiling, there-
fore, came a new awareness of self as the"active half of society,” and
a demand for the right to be educated. But of course, the forces of
traditionalism were strong against such new ideas, and it took her
long to establish herself on the practical level as "the active half of
society,"” although theoretically meny voices had been raised in this

respect long before that.

Yet the question remains -~ Has the Egyptian woman really been

emancipated? Naturally the answer to this gquestion does not lie within
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the scope of this research, but I believe that some aspects of it have

been highlighted during its course.

One aspect of the woman's smancipation can be felt in the change
of the attitude of the parents with respect to the children's marriags,
and especially with respect to the girls. In the traditional families,
arranged marriages ars the rule; and the girl has no say in the matter,
because the parents know better. Yet Islam, the religion to which such
families, strongly uphold, does not deny the girl the right to choose
her partner in marriage. The modern family, on the other hand, allows
the children the freedom to choose their partners in marriage. The
girl can now choose her future husband; or at least can have a say in
the matter. Such a change is significant because the parents who had
been themselves the victims of arranged marriages very willingly now
allow their daughters the freedom to choose their husbands. One has
reason here to reflect - Has the Egyptian family changed because the
modern family now starts on a basis different from the one on which the
traditional family starts? Or has the basis on which a new family starts
changed because the relations within the family have changed? Or still
further, is it & vicious circle in which one aspect is tied to the other
and vice versa? I believe that the last point seems to be the most
plausible, and hence the effect of change extends to the different
aspects of the family both in terms of relations and the basis on which

it starts.

Relevant to the choice of mate is the age at which girls marry.

Up till one decade ago, the typical age of marriage was sixteen years.
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Today girls marry at a later age. This change is esxplained with
reference to the education of girls., Because now a girl goes to
university to be educated, she does not marry before she graduates,
and sometimes even not before she has a job. The modern Egyptian
family thus has daughters which marry at later ages than the daugh-
ters of the traditional family, but this does not negate the fact

that there are many exceptions to this rule.

The early age at which girls in traditional families marry
is closely related with the high}y—ualued chastity of the females.
Chastity represents a major concern of the male member of the tradi-
tional family. The modern family highly values chastity as well,
but the restrictions which are made on the female in the traditional

family are loosened in the modern one.

.. Any discussion of chastity in Egyptian Society necessarily
leads tﬁ circumcision as an issue. Circumcision of the male consists
of cutting away the prepuce or foreskin of the penis for hygienic
reasons. This rite has a historical basis in the Middle East. It was
practiced by the ancient Egyptians, and the custom may thus have spread
to other peoples of the area, especially the Hebrews. Islam retained
the rite, although it is not mentioned in the Koran. Furthermore,
because the rite has its roots in ancient Egyptian history rather than

a religious context, both Muslims and Christians practice it.

The age of male circumcision tends to be around ten years -

preferably before puberty. Raphael Patai describes it as having the

character of a test of personal courage and endurance, much in the




- 20

fashion of initiation ceremonies known from many primitive peoples.

(1959, p. 201)

The significance of male circumcision is explained by Van
Gennep on the basis that the mutilated individuel is removed from
the common mass of humanity by a rite of separation which automati—
cally incorporates him into a defined group. (1960, p. 72) It
reflects a separation from the previous environment; the world of

women and children.

In Egypt male circumcision is falsely expleined on a religiocus
basis. \JYBt the fact remains that it is one of the attributes of
masculinity in an Egyptian man, and a male who is not circumcized is
subject to ridicule. Nowadays many parsnts prsfer to circumcize their

sons right after birth, because then the wound can heal more easily.

-~ It may seem irrelevant to discuss male circumcision here, but
the above presentation was necessary to differentiate between the rite
and its significance as opposed to femals circumcision, which is the
relevant issus to chastity, as male circumcision is never seen from

the perspective of chastity but from that of masculinity.

Female circumcision, having & diffsrent purpose from that of
male circumcision, consists of removing the clitoris, which is regarded
as the center of sexual excitability in women. The main idea behind
the whole practice is to ensure premarital chastity, which is an impor-
tant valus in Middle Eastern culture. Van Bennep uses "excision of

the clitoris" rather than circumcision and I personally prefer the

term because it is more indicative of the practice. with respect to




e Y

* the cross-cultural significance of the practice, he remarks,
"The length of the clitoris varies with individuals and
races. In certain cases, the object of the excision may be
to remove the appendage by which the femele resembles the
male (a view which is correct from an anatomical point of
view), and the operation is nothing more than a rite of
sexual differentietion on the same order as the first

(ritual) assigning of dress, instruments, or tools proper
to each sex." (1960, p. 72)

Excision of the clitoris, unlike mele circumcision which tekes
the form of a public ceremony, is carried out in complete secrscy and
privacy, but also before the girl reaches puberty. The result is that
the saxual desire of the woman is impaired, which leads in most cases
to frigidity. The sexusl significance of male circumcision, on the
other hend, is approached by Pere Marie-Joseph Lagrange and Peter
Wilhelm Schmidt as such: "It sesms more and more evident among thse
semicivilized peoples that circumcision was supposed according to their
simple and incorrect ideas, to facilitate the reproductive act." Like-
wise Schurtz believes that the purpose of circumcision is to increasse

fertility.(from Rites de Passage, 1960, p. 73)

Whereas the traditional family, to ensure the chastity of its
girls, subjects them to excision of the clitoris, the modern family
has discarded the practice. This is one significant distinction mads
between the two types of families, because implicit in the cessation of
the practice is a different outlook vis-a-vis the status of women. Such
an outlook necessarily taekes into consideration the right of women to

sexual satisfaction, of which she had long been deprived.
[

We can infer from the above presentation that the Egyptian family, i
like other aspects of society, has naturally undergone change. This re-
search inusstigatasmpng area of family life, and as such aims at revealing

the degree to which chaenge has affected the area.

|
|
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CHAPTER T
Part 1

REVIEW OF THE RELEVANT LITEBATURE

The problem I have chosen is, I feel, significant in Arab
culture in general, and in Egyptian culture in particular, as it
represents an aspect of considerable weight - namely, the attitudes
of parents with respect to the socialization of their children with
special reference to sex roles. However, it must be rsmembered that
ethnographic literature on socialization in general is not extensive -
in fact, it has been extremely limited. Yet it must be remembered
that some works of significance have approached socialization as an
area of study. Chief in this respect is Beatrice Whiting's work
which represents a classic major study of child rearing and its causes
and consequences in six different cultures. (1963). Likewise, J.

Whiting and I. Child give a description of the major classic cross-

cultural study of child-rearing in Child Training and Personality
(1963). They also present a field guide for this research study in

Field Guide for a Study of Socialization (1966).

Margaret Mead also presents us with a study of girlhood in a
Samoan culture (1928). This work which describes youth in a primitive
society has served as a classic scientific study in Socialization.

Beertz studied Javanese society from the perspective of family life

and as such approached socialization in The Javanese Famiiy. Oscar
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Lewis! study of five families in Mexico is another example. In this
work Lewis presents us with case studies "in the culture of poverty.”

His book Five Familiss is a detailed description of the everyday life

of five different families (1959). The most notable modern source

for an extended description of the family is Goode in World Revolution

and Family Patterns (1970).

In the Arab world, such literature is as yet more limited.
The only traditional source in this respect is Ammar's study of Silwa-—

Growing Up In An Egyptian Village (1954). Hilma Grangvist gives a

deteiled description of childhood among the Arabs in two books which

she calls Birth and Childhood Among the Arabs (1947) and Child Problems

Among the Arabs (1950). In H. Ayrout's The Fellahin and Morroe Berger's

The Arab WorlH Today, some parts are devoted to socialization as one

aspect of ethnographic study. Likewise, all books of ethnography of
the Arab world approach socialization in some part, as a relevant issue.
Goode's study has a detailed chapter on the Arab world, which serves as

an excellent background reading for the other family and village studies.

Edwin T. Prothro in Child Rearing in the Lebanon (1967) uses a

large urban and smaller rural sample of various class, sthnic, and
religious backgrounds. Group and class comparisons are made for ths
Lebanese groups and cross—cultural comparisons with American findings

are also highlighted. This book fepresents the only study of this typs.

Dr. Nawal E1 Saadawy, in her book Women and Sex in Egyptian

Society strongly attacks the outlook that "“anatomy is destiny” througn

a presentation of how Arab society in generel, and Egyptian society in
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particular, socializes its females by virtue of their being the inferior
group in society, more so of a caste, in comparison to male superiority

(1971).

More limited studies have been reported in periodicals. C.
Jaffe writes about "Sex Role Socialization and the Nursing School®
(1971). Weitzmen and others also present a similar study in "Sex-Role
Socialization in Picture Books for Preschool Children" (1972). Aldous
studied "Children's Perception of Adult Role Assignment" (1972). M.
Hamadani and B. Abu Laban studied "Game Involvement and Sex Role Sociali-

zation in Arab Children" (1971).

A study that was carried out by a student of the American
University, Cairo was presented as a master's thesis under the title
"The Process of Socialization in a Bedouin Family." (Samiha Sedhoum,

1967)

Part II

"DIFFICULTIES IN FIELD WORK

Field work is not an easy task. It is not simply imposing orie-
self upon a group of people which one chooses to study; in fact, it is a
more complicated job which involves a variety of aspects, and in which
each aspect represents one of many problems. I believe that the very
first problem that a researcher encounters is that of how he comes to be
defined by those he chooses to study, especially when the main research

technique depends on interviews. According to this definition, they

I ek
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either accept him or reject him. The theme of “being accepted" by the
interviewees is a common preoccupation of researchers. According to
Benjamin Paul, there is no prescription for being accepted by the inter-
sviewees. He believes that the field worker defines his own role; in
part it is defined for him by the situation and outlook of the inter-
viewees. (1953, p. 40) In my case, such an outlook was definitely
colored by my being an Egyptian member of the female sex who, sometimes,
had to deal with sensitive matters. The difficulty of being a female
researcher has been commonly discussed by woman researchers. In Women

In The Field various woman researchers present us with the different

experiences they encountered, as females, during the course of their
research work. Consequently the main issue here is: How the inter-
viewees would define the role of a woman researcher determines whether
they would accept her or reject her. Some feel that their sex is a
hindrance to their field work; others believe it is a great help.
Between the two views the fact remains that a woman researcher is first
and foremost identified as a female, and hence either an advantage or a

disadvantage to her research.

One view is presented by Laura Thompson as a result of her
field work with the American Indians. GShe gays, "If there were dis—~
advantages in being a woman, I was not really aware of them. In fact,
being a woman seemed to me in this and other field jobs to be a positive
asset. The experience reinforced my precnnéeption that anthropology is

one profession in which women are indispensable." (1941, p. 61) Peggy

Golde confirms the same view and believes that her being a female




- 28 -

counterbalanced the natives' mistrust of her. (1959, p. 79)

The other side of the picture, however, is presented by Ann
Fischer when she says,

"It is difficult for the woman field worker to adopt a
womanly role in a culture in which women are subservient
to men. This problem is accentuated if there is no academic
tradi?ion that allows a scholarly role for women." [1965,
p. 27

THE FEMALE "WE" SOLIDARITY:

My own field experience falls midway between the two views.
Sometimes, I felt my sex being——as Laura Thompson calls it—"a positive
asset." At other times, it was a real hindrance to the progress of my

rasearch work.

In the first place, I could gain access to the women's world
through the "we" solidarity which helped win for me the mother.' confi-
dence. Being a woman, talking to another woman was a kind of "open
sesame" to the hearts of many mothers. They found it a chance to talk
out their inner fsalings; and I felt that this was a chance to make
them "think aloud" what they have been undergoing for years, 0One mother _
frankly said to me, "you know something, I have been living with my
husband and children for years, doing certain things, and dealing with
them in a particular way, but I never stopped to think of it. Having
talked it out with you I fesl that maybe I am depriving my daughters of

many of their rights at the expense of their brother."” This is the

mother who has three daughters and the last child is thﬁ boy. She is
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the one who, in her own words "had to go through three daughters to
have a son.” She further frankly admitted that now she feels secure
that her husband would not think of taking another wife to bear him a
son. Here we can refer to Goode's words with respect to the security
the birth of a son gives to the mother (1970). It is relevant to men-
tion at this point that the wife of the Upper Egyptian whose health
prevented from having another child greatly lacked this sense of
security, because she knew quite well that her husband was sager to
have another son. She framkly admitted to me that she was willing

to do anything to have a child and she whispered softly, "I have sesn
many shaykhs for this reason, and I even have a hegab (an amulet)
hidden inside my clothes, but I don't want him to see it. I want to

keep this whole matter of children out of his mind.”®

Once can thus say that no resentment was shown on the part of
the mothers and they soon talked freely. Yet the rapport that was

established bstwsen us - the mothers as interviewees and myself as an

interviewer - was no easy task at first. Three mothers considered me
probing into their private worlds and thus resentsd my bold intrusion

at first. These were: the mother of the twins (the third family), the
wife of the upper Egyptian (the sixth family), and the mother of the
thres daughters and the only son (the fifth family). It took me & great
effort to explain quietly that my work is not to be published in any

newspaper or magazins - that is, it is no public work. On the contrary,

the secrecy of the subjects is highly guaranteed, and no names will bs

written. They thus relented, however, at the expense of scme wastad
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time and much wasted effort on my part. The subject that was too
willing to talk freely to the point that made us deviats from the

main subject when discussion was the mother that feared the envy of
her sisters-in-law. It seems that this is a favorite subject to her,
so she kept returming to it over and over again and giving me more
details than was necessary, sometimes delving deep into the private
relations between her and her husband; but always talking Treely

with no restrictions on her use of words. She was always repeating,

"I liked you the first moment I saw you. I feel you'rz = sister tc me,
so I can tell you everything.” She was keen to insist that I come
back to visit her agasin, not necessarily for work, but for an "informal
chat." The friendliness this subject showed was not common to the
rest, as she represented an extreme case to the point of kissing me
good-bye when I left. Frankly I can say that her attitude is not

due to an extra skill on my part, but to the kind of personality she
has - outgoing, introvert. She could have done the same with any
other researcher, provided she is a female. This mother, I felt,

just wanted to "talk out" many things, and she found in me a good

listener.

THE SOCTIAL WORKER STEREOTYPE:

Although research work in the social field is not an old tradi-

tion in Egypt, it has been carried out for long years. Somehow it has

come to be linked with social works. Consequently, a researcher has to




make clear that his job is not the same as a social worker. My own
field expsrience showed me that there are middle-class Egyptians

who still define the role of a ressarcher within the scape of social
wark. The wife of the Upper Egyptian was constantly asking me
advice on how to keep her husband from marrying encther one, belisv—
ing that I was there to find an enswer to her problem. Ths words
"What do you think?" were also constently repeated by many subjects
during ﬁha conversation. All mothers; without excsption, when thay
First met me, believed I was a sccial worker; studying femily problems
to help find an answer to each. As a result, I was very carsful to
explain that I was not thers for this purposs but that my job was

a different one namely, to study their attitudss towards sosializa-
tion. On & second visit to ane of the familiss to intervisw the
fether, the daughter wha is thirtesn years old amnounced me to her

=

parents as "the soclal worker.®

WOMAN VIS-A-VIS MAN IN AN INTERVIEW

In "The Woman Fisld Worker in a Purdah Society," Papansk

states that she Lelieves that being a woman in the Fizld s an BAVEr
tags because she can gain entry to ths world of local men end WSS
alike, whereas & man’s role would be mors rigidly definsd. {1964,

Po 160) Laura Nader adds to the picturs by saylny thet shs wes

respacted as a women who was different from the local women. Cone

sequently,” she adds, "I had sccass to both men and womsn' s Gulturss.,
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No man, even if he was considered different from the local men would
have had access to women's culture equal to mine to the men's culture."

(1967, p. 114)

My own experience in the field, however, greatly negates the
above words. Much as the men tried to be polite with me, they showed
great resistance‘during the interviews, especially when we were discuss-—
ing such sensitive matters as menstruation, homosexuality, and the like.
All fathers without exception were very reluctant to talk when I asked
them about their daughters' menstruation. They looked at me askance
and one frankly said, "These are very sensitive matters. What do they
have to do with your study?" The rest almost unanimously agreed that
such matters were no concern of theirs and that they were left to the
mothers, but I could feel that behind their words was the feeling that
they resented my questions because it was not decent for a woman to
discuss such matters with a man. This made me wonder - if I were a
man, would the men have talked more freely to me than they do now?

The Upper Egyptian especially showed the most resentment. His attitude
reminded me of Helen Codere’s experience when she tried to establish
herself in a commuﬁity where an anti-feminist attitude prevailed among
the men. She says in her description of an assistant who was chosen to
help her and he expressed every kind of hostility towards hers:
"He despised women. For him even Tutsi women were a lower
order of 1life, and working for me was so impossible for him

that he must have set a record for absenteeism and contemp—~
tuously improbable excuses.” (1959-60, p. 153)

With slight modifications the above words could apply to the
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Upper Egyptian husband, because although he was not woerking for me, as
the assistant was for Codere, hs made me fesl he was doing me a favor
by accepting to be interviewsd by me, and I had to cell at their house
twice befare he accspted to be interviewed. Furthermore, at times I
used to feel that his attitude towards ms was almost disrespectful. I
came to understand it better as, during the interview he showed his
contempt for a girl who goes to university and worse, for one who
works. To him, this is immoral, because then the woman mixes fresly
with men, which is against the teachings of religion. I had to pull
the words out of him, and the worst moment came when I asked him whether
his daughter was circumcized or not. I felt then that he was about to
hit ma,lbut he said, "Should we talk about these matters? When I

insisted, he gave me his answer, throwing the words at me.

The least resistance came from the father of the twins (the
third family,) He was more willing to talk freely than any of the other
seven fathers - even more willing than his wife. I explained his atti-
tude on the basis that he was the one who gave more time and care to his
children than the mother, and thus he was closer to their affairs than
her, even the private ones. Therefore he found no problem in discussing
his daughter's menstruation or her chastity. It is important to mention
here that he is the one who believed that his daughtsr-must not have as
many restrictions as his wife lays on her, but that she must be made freg
to learn for herself. 1In this respect he is unique among the eight

fathers. Relevant here is the attitude of the Upper Egyptian when I

asked him about how much freedom doss he give to his daughter. He gave
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me a meaningful look and answered bluntly, "No freedom whatsoever.
A girl is controlled by her feelings and so she is more likely to

go astray."

In between the two extremes — the Upper Egyptian on the
one hand with his hostile attitude towards me and the father of the
twins with his willingness to discuss freely - come the remaining
six fathers - whose attitude can be said to be midway between the
other two. However, the fact remains that the mothers were gasier
to respond than the fathers. Maybe the explanation here lies in
the fact of my being a wife and mother and introducing myself to
them as such to guarantee at least some emotional identification

with me on their part. 3

It would seem advisable, therefore, if future research is
carried in similar areas, to provide joint work where a woman re-
searcher approaches the women and a man researcher approaches the
men. In this way, more reliable data can be yielded, as the obstacle
of resistance on the part of tHe men can be overcome and better rap--

port can be established between members of the same sex.

THE ACTUAL VERSUS THE IDEAL:

The interviewee who is resistant to give information or in
some way holds it back represents but one problem that a researcher

might come across during his field work. There is also the problem

of lying. One must of course, keep in mind that an interviewee may
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at one time, not tell the truth. The idea of his lying or his denying
is in itself illustrative of a relevant issue. Benjamin Paul provides
three means by which a researcher can check the accuracy of an item of
information: (1953, p. 447)

(1) Through observation

(2) Through other informants

(3) Through the self-consistency of the original informant.

With respect to the last point, the informant may lie at first,
but given a favorable opportunity, he may make his own retractions and
hence provide a valid item of information. It is for this reason that
Vidich and Bensman believe that the anthropologist acts as both a

detective and researcher. (1960, p. 354)

Why would an informant lie? Daniel Katz believes that if an
informant does not tell the truth, this gives knowledge of his perspec-
tive. Does he have reason to lie? In this case, there arises the
necessity for further exploration. (1953, p. 70) I would further like
to add that if the accuracy of the informant is checked either by
observation or through other informants, and his information is not
confirmed, it is then illustrative of the fact that a discrepancy

between the actual and the ideal can be detected.

In most cases I could feel such a discrepancy among my inter-—
viwees. In the first place, it was very obvious that they were eager

to give me the ideal data more than the actual. This appeared in their

tendency to idealize what their children did. For example one mother
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would talk of how well her daughter, aged fourteen, cooked. Another
mother was sure to point out how "manly" her son, aged fourteen acted.
"He is a man in every sense of the word." The Upper Egyptian father
admitted confidently that he was sure that his son would make a great
man the way he is bringing him up, and that all his wife's worries of
spoiling the child have no basis. "The boy is of good stock, and he

cannot be bad."

CONTRADICTIONS:

Naturally there was no way to detect such discrepancy save
using common sense, to follow Schutz. Sometimes, however, the inter-
viewee himself presented his own contradictions - that is, he would
say one thing and then later contradict himself. For example, the
mother in the first family kept repeating over and over again that
women are now equal to men, equal in receiving the same kind of edu-
cation and in getting the same jobs. However, when asked if her son
helped with the housework, she cried, shocked, "He's a man! How do
you think he would feel if he washed clothes or something like that!

No, no, a man is a man and he has to feel that."

The mother in the second family also contradicted herself
during the interview. She insisted that there is no difference
between boy and girl. All are equal now. However, she was sure to

emphasize that the elder son, aged four, showed his manliness by feel-

ing responsible for his sister and accompanying her out. She can never
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go out alone. Her words thus implied an inferior status pertaining

to the girl and a dependsncy on the male, hence assuming inequality.

Likewise, the father in the eighth family said he is liberal-
minded and he believes that there is no difference betwsen the saexes
and he brings up his children as such - a boy and a girl. But he
admitted during the interview that a girl must be handled with care
at her father's home simply because in the future she will be "under
the command" of a husband who might not give her good care or treat—
ment. "Girls are weak. They have, as we say 'broken wings' and men
have the upper hand, whether we admit it or not. The man is the

master."

Another point worthy of consideration is the fact that a
discrepancy could be felt between the husband's words and those of his
wife. In one case, for example — this is the father who has one son,
while his brothers all have girls - the father said proudly that his
brothers who have no male children all love his son and consider him
as their son,"and even more." Their wives too are very kind to him
and he likes to spend hours at their homes. The mother, however, said
that the uncles openly express their hatred to the boy and are very
harsh with him. Likewise, their wives are unkind to the boy and even
cruél and he does not bear to stay with them. She explains this kind

of treatment on the basis of envy.

The father in the second family, likewise, said he does not

beat his children - in fact, he does not like to inflict any kind of
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physical punishment on them, because they are "good children" who know
how to obey their parents. The mother, on the other hand, complained
that her husband beats the children cruelly, although she does not like
that and she believes that this is the wrong way to bring them up,

especially as he beats them sometimes for trivial matters.

I believe that such a discrepancy could well have been clari-
fied if I had had the chance to interview the children. This would
have served as a good test for the parents' words. In general, however,
the mothers' words were consistent with the fathers', save for the two
above-mentioned cases, and hence the reliability of the data was not

affected to the point of hindering the research.

LANGUAGE AND THE PROBLEM OF MEANING:

It is common belief that a foreigner can have a better per-
spective of a certain society than does a native, for the latter takes
for granted the various aspects of his society. A native has grown into
one culture, has lived among one group of people, has learned to accept
one type of institutions. As a result, he has come to accept his society
and culture as a matter of fact. A foreigner, on the other hand, comes
to an alien culture with his own background and thus can see this culture
with a foreigner's eye, one tEat is keen to probe into its hidden aspects.
Furthermore, he can have better guess to situations where a native can—

not. He seems to have a certain "carte blanche" by virtue of his role

as a foreigner, and further as an anthropologist to get acquainted with
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the different aspects of one culture, where he can form a clear,

thorough picture of this society.

Contrary to this belief, I am inclined to believe that a
native is able to comprehend his culture more fully than does a
foreigner. True enough the different aspects of his culture are no
novelty to him, because he has come to take them for granted. Yst
being borm into a culturs, having absorbed its institutions, he is

much more able to interpret its meaning than does a foreigner.

The difference between working in one's own society and in
one that is foreign provides a basic point of departure in the concerns
of research work. It lays the foundations for the conditions within
which the researcher's perceptions and interpretations take on meaning.
Cicourel approaches this problem with the following words:

L

"The sociologist who limits his work to his own society
is constantly exploiting his personal background of expe-
rience as a basis of knowledge. He can be assured of success—
ful communication only because he is dealing in the same lan-
guage and symbolic system as his respondents." (1964, p. 40)

Cicourel's words now bring us to the problem of language, as
the importanﬁe of languasge in research can never be underestimated. An
anthropologist who is both native and researcher stands a better chance
of haqing a more thorough understanding of a culture than an anthropol-
ogist who is communicating with a different tongue., Understanding a
language is mors than just understanding the denotgtion of words.
Goodenough's view states that the aspagt of meaning to be dealt with is

significant as distinct from connotation. (1956, p. 196) Connotation

then is of utmost importance.
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It follows that my baing a native of the culture under study
facilitated greatly my communication with the intervieweas. The |
exﬁressions, sayings, and idioms they used were no snurca,of trouble
to me with respect to understanding. However the problem appeared
when the necessity to translate tha:intepviews into English arose, as
naturally all interviews were carried on in Arabic. I choses the
Arabic language for the intaerviews for two reasons: In the first
place, the problem of meaning; sacondly, most of the subjects neither
talked nor understood English properly to the degree of compreshension
in the conversation. It appears therefore from the last reason that

I had no choice, and I had to carry the conversation in Arabic.

Now the difficulty arose with translation, and I felt I was
facing the same problem an anthropologist has when he studies a foreign
culture - namely, adjusting the meanings of one language to those of
another. Language is not only a means of communication; it is also a
way of perceivi&g and classifying the world of experience -~ in fact,
it shapes an individual's experisnce. "Complete semantic equivalence
is a statistical fiction," remarks Herbert Philips in "The Problems of
Translation and Meaning in Field Work." "The fundamental problem is
not translating language but translating culture." (196Q, p. 268)
Likewise Cicourel belisves that "those who have worked in non-Western
societies and languages will attest to the difficulty encountersd in

adjusting their meanings to the common meanings of the society investi-

gated.” (1964, p. 40) \
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Consequently the problem of meaning made me,most of the times,
translate literally to help maintain the same meaning of the words
said by the interviewee. I even kept some of the words in their Arabic
form and the Glossary will clarify the meaning of those Arabic words
which are written in English. Much as I tried not to deviate from the
original meaning of the data collected, I would rather have presented
it in its native tongue. The fact remains, however, that in spite of
the problem of translation, the fact that I am a native speaker of the
Arabic language made me enjoy many obvious advantages, chief among them
being the ability to win the confidence of the interviewees, free from
any mistrust which is usually shown to foreigners, and above all, the
ability to explore those areas which are otherwise inaccessible to

speakers of a foreign tongue who are not thoroughly acquainted with

the minute details of the Arabic language.
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CHAPTER II

—

PRESENTATION OF THE DATA

The eight families under study live in middle-class districts.
These districts are, as I have previously mentioned: Abbasseyah, Ghamrah,
H;daysk E1l Koubbah, and Sakakini. Furthermore, these families fit into
the criteria I set for "middle class" and which ars mentioned in the
introduction. For matters of simplification, the criteria will be
mentioned again. They are:

1. education of father: a university degree (B.A. or equivalent)

2. education of mother: a high-school certificate or equivalent.

3. income of family: approximately 50 L.E. per month.

4, a flat rent of about 10-15 L.E. per month.

The above-mentioned criteria puts the families in the category
of mowazzafin or government officials which includes school teachers,
minor bureaucrats, and those of similar occupations. The children of
the eight families go to public schools - a further status symbol of
middle-class members, because such schools offer free education. Upper-
class children, on the other hand, are educated in private schools, which
are mostly language schools where foreign languages are taught. The fees
here are guite expensive, and hence their association with upper-class

life style.

The schools where the children of each of the eight families are

3ducated lie in the same neighborhood of that family. This has lately

B
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2. education of mother: a high-school certificate or equivalent.

3. income of family: approximately 50 L.E. per month.

4. a flat rent of about 10-15 L.E. per month.

The above-mentioned criteria puts the families in the category
of mowazzafin or government officials which includes school teachers,
minor bureaucrats, and those of similar occupations. The children of
the eight families go to public schools - a further status symbol of
middle-class members, because such schools offer free education. Upper-
class children, on the other hand, are educated in private schools, which
are mostly language schools where foreign languages are taught. The fees

here are quite expensive, and hence their association with upper-class

life style.

The schools where the children of each of the eight families are

educated lie in the same neighborhood of that family. This has lately
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tended to be a government policy as one solution to the problems of

overpopulation and traffic jams. It is relevant to mention here that

none of the families owns a car.

The four districts where the families live are very similar
in physical layout. Each of them has one main road from which spring
different side streets and alleys. The districts are overcrowded with
people and shops. Everywhere one finds children playing in the streets.
Peddlers are always wandering about and the buildings do not in any way
reflect an upper class status - in fact, they are old and in no good i

shape, except for a few nesw buildings scattered here and there.

The basic feature-in these districts is that the modern and the ‘
traditional are intimately interwoven - in fact, they are seen to co- l
exist. The old vegetable and fruit shops, the traditional coffee houses

or gahwa baladi are found side by side with the ladies' hair dressers’

shops and the clsan grocers' with their glass—-fronted windows. The

inhabitants dress in western clothes, except for a few elderly women who
still keep to the galabiya or Arab garment. Some elderly women, too, |
wear a black coat over their dresses and a black headcover or tarha.
This is the traditional costume for urban women which is reminiscent of
the old habara or garment which covered the whole body, from head to toe

and which had a veil. Sellers,of coursa, still retain the galabiya, too.

Janet Abu Lughod, in her study of Cairo, concludes that the subareas

in the city tend to specialize in accommodating populations with similar

social characteristics and needs, levels of income, and styles of living.
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(1969, p. 172) The inhabitants of thesé four areas are mainly clerks,
minor bureaucrats, and petty proprietors. One can find many workers
as well. Few, if any, of the big proprietors, white collar workers,

or what we might call the elite can be found to live in these districts.

Scattered here and there, however, one may find big houses of
the old style, surrounded by big gardens. These represent the type of
residence typical of the "big" families of thirty to fifty years ago.
They are the old stock of the upper class urbans. They lived there at
a time when these districts formed the core of upper class society,
but because they have become overcrowded, the owners of these houses
have moved to the more modern areas of Zamalek, Garden City, or Dokky.
Most of these houses are now being pulled down, and new buildings are
being built to accommodate for the newer residents of the areas. Of
these residents one can say that they represent the urban life most
typical of Cairo; it is what J. Abu Lughod calls, "earthy, noisy,
gregarious, family-centered, and ambitious for the younger generation.”

(1969, p. 179)

THE FIRST FAMILY:

The first family is made up of the father, mother, and three
children: two girls aged eight and fourteen respectively, and a boy
aged twelve. The father is a mouazzaf in the Ministry of Finance,

being a graduate of the University of Commerce. The mother is a

graduate of a high school for girls which specializes in Home Economics.
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Few, if any, girls from the upper class go to such schools which prepare
the girl to be an efficient housewife, teaching her cooking, sewing,
needlework, child-care, etc. The mother does not have a job. All three
children go to school. The husband's salary is sixtytwo pounds per month,
and this salary represents £he only source of income for this family.
They live in Abbasseyah in a flat for which they pay ten pounds and fifty
piasters each month., This flat consists of three rooms plus the living
room. The mother does the housework, and she has no maid to help her
with it, because they cannot afford to keep one. The elder daughter
gives her the most help, while the other children help too, the least

help being asked from the baoy.

THE SECOND FAMILY:

The second family includes the father, mother, and three children:
two boys aged fourteen and twelve respectively, and a girl aged eleven.
The father is a graduate of the Faculty of Arts and works as a mouazzaf
in the Ministry of Education. This salary is farty pounds per month and
he makes an extra twenty pounds (approximately) from visits outside Cairo.
It is for this reason that both he and his wife consider him a busy man
and he says that the main job of taking care of the children is that of his
wife. She, in turn, devotes all her time to her children, as she does not
have a job. She reached the level of Thanawiya Amma (The High School
Certificate) in her education, but she failed in this last year, and as she

was engaged to be married at that time she quit schaool altogether and

stayed at home. Her husband had then refused to let her go on with her
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education; he preferred her a housewife. Her parents also agreed with him,
and she had to devote herself to her husband and later her children,
although she would not have liked to give up her education at that stags.
They live in Abbasssyah, and they pay eleven pounds and thirty piasters
per month for their flat which is made up of three rooms and the living
room. The three children go to school - the two boys go to a preparatory
school, while the girl is still in the primary grade. They have no maid

to help at home for economic reasons, but the three children share equally

in the housework to help the mother.

These two families show great similarity in terms of the attitudes
of the parents towards their children. The parents in both families
believe that the girl is a great responsibility, and having a daughter
these days is a problem, "because times are getting worse and one has to
keep his eyes wide open." Consequently, they take great care not to let
their daughters go out alone or mix with members of the other sex. The
second family especially lays more restrictions, as the father is away
most of the time. The father said proudly, "Why then am I married to an
educated person?" (She's a high school graduate) He added, "That is why
I feel secure about the matter, and I know that she takes good care of my
children when I'm away."” Furthermors, in this family, the elder boy is
sgen as "the man of the house" when his father is away and is treated as
such. Consequently, this boy's concept of his role as a male has helped
shape his behavior within the family and he is allowed to order the other
members of the family around in his father's absence. His mother feels

proud of him, because he "acts like a man."

N
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THE THIRD FAMILY:

The third family is made up of the father, mother, and twins
who are twelve years old. These are not identical, representing dif-
ferences of sex, height, looks, and rate of growth. The girl is far
taller than the boy and she looks to be more mature with respect to
physical growth. They go to the same school, which is a school for
both boys and girls and are in the same grade. The other two families
preferred to have their children in a school where children are of the
same sex rather than have them have co-education. This family, however,
accepted co-education, "as long as the twins are together. 1If each one
were alone, it would have been different. No co-education." The mother
had her Thanawiya Amma before marriage and started one year of higher
education in a teacher's Institute but she quit when she was married.
She is a little bit weak in health, she says, and that is why the
father takes over most of the children's responsibility. The father
is a graduate of the Faculty of Arts and works as a mouazzaf in the
governorate. His salary is forty-five pounds per month and it is the
family's only source of income. They live in Ghamrah in a flat whose

rent is twelve pounds per month and which has three rooms and the living

room.

This mother is unique in some respects. Of the eight families,

she is the one who showed the greatest concern for her daughter's

sexuality. She was almost nervous about it. An incident occurred in
v
my presence which greatly aroused my interest. A male friend (or
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perhaps a relative) came to visit the family and quite friendly, he
bent to kiss the daughter. The girl quiﬁkly pulled herself away to
the shock of the gusst and myself, too, being a spectator. On ask-
ing the mother later for an explanation, I felt that I was stepping

on some kind of "forbidden territory," but she told me quite nervously
that such an act would unnecessarily arouse the girl's sexuality and
might even lead her "to do bad things." In other words, she explain-
ed, the girl could be used to letting males kiss her and she would

not realize how major an act the kiss is. "She has to know that

she's not supposed to be kissed by men," the mother said.

The mother further insisted that children of different sexes,
although they might be brother and sister, must never be left "behind
closed doors." "I take care not to close the door at night," she
said quite enthusiastically when she was discussing the sleeping
arrangement. "Houses now don't have enough room for separate bedrooms,"
she added, But the gist of the whole point appeared when she explained,
"I never leave them behind closed doors so that I can keep an eye on

them, and so that they can feel that there is no privacy.”

This family is unigque among the sample in one other respect.
The father is less willing to make any restrictions on the children.
In fact, he is in favor of giving their daughter more freedom than
the mother allowed her. "I don't like my daugHter to be locked up the
way her mother wants her to be," he remarked quite sadly. "I prefar,
that she goes out alone and learns for herself. I can trust my daughter
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because I see that she has a good mind and she is not rash. Her mind
is quite mature for her age.” 1In all other families, the situation
ijs wholly reversed, and the father is the one who restricts the girls’
freedom, while the mother obeys his orders in this respect, sometimes
blindly, but mostly out of conviction, beceuse she, too, shares his

beliefs, and above all, beliesves he knows better.

This family has no maid to help with the housework, and the
mother is strictly against hiring one, not for economic reasons as
much as for fear of a bad influence. "Maids are very low in their
sense of morality," she said, "and I would not bring one at house to
teach-my children bad things. Every day you hear of maids who are

pregnant. It is safer like that." The children hselp her at home.

THE FOURTH FAMILY:

Tha fourth family is made up of the father, mother, one son
aged twelve, and two daughters aged seven and eight respectively. The
father is a school teacher who sarns forty pounds per month as a regular
salary, but he makes an extra twenty to twenty-five pounds per month
from private lessons which he gives to pupils at home. Giving privats
lessons has lately become a predominant phenomenon, to which school
teachers in Egypt resort as a way of increasing their income. The
father here is a graduate of a Teachers' High Instituts. Thsy live in
Hadayek E1 Koubbah in a three-room flat for which they pay ten pounds

per month. The mothser received her Thanawiya Amma Certificate bafore

marriage, and she does not have a job.
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This family is different from the other three families in that
it lives close to the husband’s family. He has two other brothers, and
they all live in the same nsighborhood, quite close to each other,
almost in the same block of houses. The son of this family is the
only male child among the children of these three families, and so he
receives special care from all, and a little bit of envy from the two
uncles and their wives, as the mother reported to me. Here of course
we can refer to the high value of a male child, thus a cause of envy
from others, especially those deprived of children in general, or male

children in particular, ih this case, the two uncles have female children

L4

only.

The Factlthat this family lives in proximity to the husband's
family is significant with respect to the factor of socialization. The
first three families of my sample’said that they live far from the rest
of the family. This point is worthy of consideration with respect to the
effect of the other members of the family on the socialization of the
child, especially if they happen to live quite near to him and thus take
part in it. Their role here is important. "They all consider him their
son," remarked the father in the fourth family with pride. "He is the
representative of our family. He is the bearer of its name." The mother,
on the other hand, although feeling proud of him,said, "I am very anxious
about my son, because all eyes are directed towards hEm and I fear it,
especially from my brothers-in-law and their wives who have only girls,

That is why I don't like my son to stay with them for long.”

AMERICAN UNIVERSITY IN CAIRO
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A point of consideration here in this family is the remark of
“the mother that she's greatly concerned about her younger daughter
because she is fond of boys' games. "I don't want her to develop
strong muscles, "she remarked sadly."” She will spoil her body in
this way. I have tried to make her act as a girl, but she does not
like it."
This family hires no maid, but one of the uncles has o0ns,

and she occasionally helps with the housework.

THE FIFTH FAMILY:

The fifth family is represented by three daughters, aged
fifteen, twelve, and ten respectively, a boy of nine, and the parents.
The father is a graduate of the Faculty of Law working as a mouazzaf
in the Ministry of Agriculture. His salary is approximately forty-five
pounds per month, but he makes an extra ten pounds from giving private
lessons to primary students at home. He gives lessons in Arabic,
Arithmetic, and even, science. They live in a flat of four rooms in
Hadayek E1 Koubbah, for which they pay ten pounds per month. The boy
has a special prestige in the family here, by virtue of his being the
only male child. This prestige is given to him not only by the parents

but by his sisters, too. The mother remarked to me quite frankly, "I

had to go through three girls to have him."




THE STXTH FAVILY:

The sixth family is unique in having its head an Upper Egypticn
with all the rigidity and conservative outlook such a persocrn might
+aflect. One can very well say that he represents a typical picture
of the Upper Egyptian in its stereotype. He is & graduate of the

b

Faculty of Agriculture and works in the Ministry of Agriculture., His

salery is thirty-five pounds per month and he receives an sxtra sun at

Gyt vl L
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about ten to twenty pounds per month from his land in Upper
ﬁis family sends after harvest time. He visits his village occasicnally
hut he never takes his family along. Likewise, his parents and gisters

mever visit Cairo. "They can never live in Ceiro! he explains. " oike

wise, they will be shocked if they sees my wife and children with ail

their modern appearances -~ clothes and so on."

This family lives in Sakakini in a flat for which they pay twalve
pounds per month and which has four rooms besides the living room. H&rs
there is no problem with respect to the sleeping arrangement, as the
family includes only two children — a girl of twelve and a boy of idaa.
The first four families have problems with the sleeping arvangement De-
cause the flats have only three rooms. In this family, howesver, the
problem tekes on a different shape. The husband greatly values mals
children, but he has only one. Conseguently, he is very upset. Wh=t
aggravatss the matter is that his wife s health does not allaw her to foo

more children. She is likewise greatly upset and feels insecure, wateuse

she knows that her husband greatly desires more childrer, especialliy
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male ones. ;They are what he calls "Ezwa" or a source of solidarityr
"and support. Very frankly he remarked to me, My family - my mother
é%d sisters urge me to marry another wife to bear me sons." Howevar
he adds, "I don't want to," and the reason he gives is "I can't aff;rd
another one." But he has hopes for tHe‘futurs and he says, '"Maybe &e.

can try later on, when she feels better."

s

In this family the differentiation between the sexes is
greatly marked. The girl®s freedom is greatly restricted, while the
boy has no restrictions whatsoever on his freedom. Likewise, althoegh
he is younger, he receives twice as much pocket money as his sister.
The father rationalizes this point by saying, "I'm following al Shara'
(religious law) the male has twice as much as the female. These are

God's words."

The girl in this family is the only girl in the whole sample who
was circumcized. This act was done on the father’s orders. "It is
necessary for a girl to be circumcized. All our Upper Egyptian girls
are, and I don't like these modern ideas. God and religion have said
that the woman is lacking in mind and religion, so we can't contradict

this. 1I'm protecting my daughter."

As of the boy he says, "He's the bearer of my name - of my family

name. Without him, I'll just die and be forgotten, and no memory of me
will be left."” Consequently, he believes that the boy has to be tough

to know how to teke care of his "Harem" or womenfolk. It follows that

his word has to be obeyed by his sister, although he is youngsr than her.
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wI gcold her if she does not obey him. 1f he does not start to assert

himself now, he never will."

One other point which is worthy of consideration hera is the
father's unwillingness to let his daughter go on with her education
up to university level. "I can't have the girl sit side by side with
a boy," are his words. "Also what is she going to do with her degree?
She had better busy herself with something more useful to her - sewing,
embroidery, or something liEé that.” He is different in this respect
because all other fathers are greatly enthusiastic about their children's
university education, both boys and girls. It is true that they showed
more concern about the boys, but they all had hopes for their daughters
to complete their education at the university and then have a job. We
may refer in this respect to the above mentioned increasing value attri-
buted to education of girls and to which Dr. Hamamsy refers. This value
ijs further seen in the modern Egyptian family as opposed to the tradi-
tional one. The father in this family, therefore, tends more towards
traditionalism, both in value orientation and in actual practice, and

thus one can fesl the conflict within him in the face of a changing world.

THE SEVENTH‘FAMILY:

The seventh family is the family of a school teacher who graduated
from the Teacher's High Institute. He earns forty pounds per month and

makes more money from private lessons — a sum of about fifteen pounds per

month. He has two children, a boy of thirteen and a girl of ten. They
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1ive in Hadayek E1 Koubbah in a three-room flat, excluding the living-

room, for which they pay twelve pounds per month.

In this family, the role of the grandmother 1is quite significant.
She is the mother's mother and lives next door to the family. She had
had the responsibility of bringing up the first child, the boy, for
seven years befors his parents took him over, because the father was
working in a village where there was no electricity or clean water, and
so the parents could not keep the child with them. Now the problem
arose when the parents took back the child. They accused the grand-—
mother of having spoilt him, while she accused them of giving more
love and care to the second child, the girl. As a result, the socializa~
tion of the child is a source of clash between the grandmother on one
side and the parents on the othgr.' This is the only family, among the
eight familiss, where the role of a member of the grandparent generation

is felt in the socialization of the children.

THE EIGHTH FAMILY:

The eighth family lives in Abbasseyah in a large flat of five
rooms for which the family pays ten paunds per month. This large flat
used to belong to the mother's father, and being the only child, she lived
with her pafents after her marriage. But quite different from the seventh
family, this family has not felt the role of any member. of the grandparent
generation, because the grandfather had died before his daughter's marriage

and her mother continued to live with her for three years after her
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marriage. This means that she died when the first child was two yeers
old, and thus her role in the household left Ro obvious trace on him,
as he had only been in the infant stage. If she had lived, howaver,
the situation might have been different, because this is the only
family of the sample in which the grandmother lived in the same houss-

hold.

This family includes only two children, besides the parents,
a boy of thirteen, and a girl of eight. The father is a graduate of
the Faculty of Arts, and he works in an administrative job in the
Agricultural Museum. His salary is forty-two pounds per month, and
he has no other source of income, but the wife, although not working.
has an extra income of about ten pounds per month from some heritegs
left by her father. She finished her secondary gducation and received

her Thanawiya Amma before her marriage.

The wife here complains that the father is very strict with
the boy, while he is very lenient with the girl. Ghe therefore Teels
that she has to make up for that vis-e-vis the boy. Consequently; the
father accuses her of spoiling the boy. He explains his own attitude,
however, by saying, "A girl is spoilt only at her father's home. lates
on, she has to obey her husband, and never again will she see such good
treatmsmt as she used to have at her father's home.” With respect to
the boy he says, "I prefer to bring up my son the way I was brought ui.

When I was late at night, my father used to wait for me with a stick.

After all, I am protecting him that way."
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It is significant to mention that the wife here is the only
wife of the eight families who has an income of her own. Little ez
the sum may seem, it gives her a feeling of security which I Teel the
other seven wives lack. She talks of "my father's flat," "my father's
land” with a kind of pride mixed with confidence. The factor of
economic independence appears in this respect. Feminists in Egypt
ask for the woman's economic indspendence as one major aspect of har
emancipation, and only when I talked to this wife did I grasp the ra=l

significance of such a demand.

The eight families thus presentsd tend to reprssent the comtine

uum already mentioned in the introduction, with respect to the typs of
family. On one extreme end, there lies the Upper Egyptian with his
family, a typical example of the traditional family with its sharp
dichotomy between the sexes, keeping for the women her inferior status,
On the other extreme end, there lies the twins' father with his more
egalitarian attitudes, representing the modern family. In betwsen ths
two extremes and along the continuum thers lie the remsining six

families reflecting degrees of variations of attitudes, but almost all

to the same position.




RESULTS OF THE INTERVIEWS

I have chosen to categorize the results of my research themes,
according to the categorization already made in the questions of the

interviews, mentioned in the appendix. These questions have been
grouped according to relevant issues, each group undsr one theme. The

same scheme is used here to facilitate interpretation and thus analysis.

Each theme is to be discussed separately with respect to both
sexes. Under sach theme will be presented the parsnts' attitudes on
how they socialize their children, as boys or as girls, with respect

to this particular theme.

Thres of the familises live in Hadaysk E1 Koubbeh, three in

Abbasseyah, ona in Ghamrah, and the eighth in Sakakini.

It must be remembered that what is written under each theme
indicates what parents say they do, but not necessarily what they actual-

ly do, because no observation was made to confirm such data.

SOCIABILITY OR THE DEGREE TO WHICH THE CHILD MIXES WITH OTHERS

The answers here show that all parents without exception are kasan
to have their sons develop a sociable personality, and hence allow him to
mix with friends of the same sex. Two fathars, however, said they mads

some raestrictions on the son, lest he choose the wrong kind of friends
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and fall under some bad influence. The remaining six, however, said
]

frankly that they lay no restrictions on their sons' choice of friends
one father said frankly in this respect, "why should I? He's a boy and

he's going to grow up to bs a man. He has to know the world well to be

able to mix with people of different kinds."

The mothers, however, showed some anxiety. All of them said
that they cannot know all of their sons' friends, because the boys are
likely to spend most of their time outside the home, but they at lsast
can "kesp an sye," though not a close ons, on the baoys' friends, to be
surs that they are not bad ones. The guidance of the boys in this
raspect, agreed all mothers, is the father's job, and thus the father's

responsibility includes some kind of supervision on the boys' choice of

friends.

With respect to the girls, however, the answers were different.

All fathers, sxcept one, admitted that they interfere with their daughters'

choice of friends of the same sex. Somstimes a father might find his
daughter talking to a girl friend, whose behavior or maybe appearance he
does not approve of. In this case, he forbids his daughter to keep this
girl as a friend. He has the right to do so by virtue of his being her
father who knows better than she does. "A girl spoils another girl,”
ramarkad one father. "You can be sure that if one girl does something
wrong, she is pushed by another girl." The mothers also agreed that they

have to know what kind of girls their daughters have as friends. In this

case,

it is easier to know the girl's friends than it is the boy's, becausa
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the girl's freedom is greatly restricted, while the boy's is not. The

girl is allowed to bring her friends at home. A1l fathers, as well as

mothers agresd £o that. However, all of them danisd their daughters

the right to visit their girl friends at home." We can't guarantee

what kind of home it is, so how can we send our daughter there?"

remarked one of the fathers. "What if this girl friend has a brother?

you can’t tell what can happen then,"

While the parents agree that their daughters bring their girl
friends at home, they do not like their sons to bring their boy friends
at home. The rationale here is the fact that there are girls at home,

so the privacy of the house is molested, Furthermore, the boy can

easily go out, so he has the freedom to see his friends wherever he
wants to, while the girl is not allowed to go out alone, so the home

is the only place where she can meet her friends. One father admitted
that although he allows his daughter to bring her friends at home, he
does not like it when her brothers are around. He feels that the parents
of this girl have trusted him with their daughter, and so he has a sense

of responsibility for her. He is then very careful to keep the boys away.

Sometimes it happens that a boy comes to visit the son. In this
case, he is kept with the son in a separate room, and he is not allowed
to wander freely about the house. This is of course a rare event and not

& common one.

The twins' father is the only one who can be considered an

exception to this rule. He says he does not mind to let his son and
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his daughter alike bring their friends at homs. They can stay together
]

HLERDUE ARy AFSE L CUlBT TS triCIoNs "on the! giFll! Bhe Kndeeraiiiias
¥ 8

brother's friends, just as he knows all her friends. Likewise, she
1

can visit her girl friends at home, Just as they come to pay her

visits. "What matters hers," says the father quietly, "is the right

guidance that one gives his daughter. TIf she knows how to act decently
1

how to keep her self-respect, she can mix freely with the other sex

without any fear."

It is significant to mention here that his wife is strictly
against this attitude, and she believes that she must never let the
girl mix freely with boys. She is the one who is careful not to keep
the twins, being brother and sister, "behind closed doors." The husband
admitted sadly that matters of this sort are a source of trouble to the
family and if his wife did not suffer from "weak nerves," she would
have acted differently, but now he has to do something about it, so he
takes over the responsibility and tells her to let him deal with them

his own way. But the problems never stop.

The attitude of the parents with respect to their children's

mixing with children of the other sex is consistent with the above data.

Parents, especially fathers, do not mind that their sons have girl friends
or mix with girls in general. Two mothers expressed their indignation at
such a thing, and they said that a girl can easily spoil a boy, especially
if she's a bad girl. A boy can have girl friends, can mix with girls,

but not before he goes to university. Before that, he is only a child
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4ho can be easily distracted and not concentrate on his stud
Studies.

A father who represents the majority said, "a boy will not 1
no ose

anything, if he sits with a girl, But a girl will - in the first pl
st place,

her reputation, and maybe her honor, too." It follows therefore th
e at

all parents, except the twins' father, expressed their shock when I
asked them if they would permit their daughters to have boy friends

The Upper Egyptian almost shouted at me, "Are we Europeans? We're still

Moslems, no matter what we do."

The parents also deny their daughters the right to mix freely
with boys. The mothers are more lenient in this respsct, but the fathers
are strict. That is why they do not permit their children to go to schools
where there are both boys and girls. Only the twins have co-education.
The Upper Egyptian said, "How can a girl sit close to a boy and understand i
any lesson?" Another father exclaimed, "How do you expect them to get ij

good results if they are busy making dates?"

"How far then can a girl mix with a boy?" was my question. The
answer was unanimously agreed upon. All parents said that they would allow ]
their daughters to say "Hello" to male acquaintances but not more than i
that. She can sit with him if in a group of elders, she can answer his

guestions, Jjoin in a general conversation, but no private talks. "What il

about university?" was my next guestion. The answer came that not before I E

the girl starts university can she mix with boys, because by then she has

reached the age where she can know what is right from what is wrong; she is

old enough to judge for herself. And even then her relationship with her Rl

fellow students need not be more than a superficial one - she need not - i
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develop any close relationships with the other sex. Such
. a relationship
s the main obstacle in the view of the Upper Egyptian, and h
’ ence his

antagonistic attitude towards his daughter's education at tn
& university.

It thus appears that the parents are not so keen on their daugh-
ters' sociability. They only want to make sure that they know the right
kind of friends, and hence the restrictions they lay on their freedom.

In fact, it appears that they believe that the more sociable their
daughters become, the more they are likely to go the wrong way. In this
respect one father referred to "the girls who go to clubbs."” He considers
that they are "loose" girls because they are left to mix with different
people and "God knows what kind of people they mix with." He added with

enthusiasm, "If this is modern life, I don't want it. 1I'd better keep my

daughter beside me."

It goes without saying that the girls in these eight families are
not allowed to go to clubs as it is "eib." Neither are they allowed to

practice any form of activity outside the home. Six of the families,

however, allow their daughters to practice such activities at school -
sports, girl scouts. All of the boys without exception play football in
the streets. Three of them go to a club organized by the Ministry of Youth
where they play football. Such a club is not a social club, but one for

which no fees are paid to accommodate for those who cannot afford to pay

the high fees of the social clubs. The fathers in the eight families do

not mind letting their sons join social clubs, but they cannot afford the

expenses, and so they allow them to join these other clubs. One father
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remarked, “my son (aged thirteen) has excess energy. He likes t
. ikes to play

football. Why not let him have the chance to do something he 1ik
es.

T can't have him in the street all day long." The mothers, likewi
5 ewise,

like the idea as much as they dislike allowing their daughters to go

there. One mother said, smiling, “she had better spend her leisure

time with me. I can teach her more useful things."

EDUCATION :

As I have previously mentioned, the children of the eight
families go to public schools, which are run by the government and in
which education is offered free. Foreign education is a luxury of the
rich who can afford to pay high fees for their children to learn a
foreign language and receive additional care. Three of the parents
admitted frankly that they would not send their children to foreign
schools even if they could afford to do so, because these schools "kill"
the feelings of nationality in the children. The remaining five said
they would be glad to give their children foreign education, only if
they could afford it, because such schools give the children enough

care, "After all, one pays for what he gets. So he has to get his
lawful right."

The boys go to boys' schools, and the girls go to girls' schools,
with the exception of the twins who go to a school for both boys and
girls. None of the parents is in favor of co-education, except of course

the twins' father, but not the mother. GShe says she is strictly against itid

e R . |
o ~ |||_
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; put the school is near thej
the ided 1 home and she prefer
S to have them

o rogether and come together, so she accepted

» although reluctantly,
the Upper Egyptisn seid furiously,

n
If I was going to teach my daughter

in@ school for both boys and girls, T4 better keep her e
ome."

The hostility most parents show towards co-education is mainl
nly

for their daughters® sake. The boys "are boys," and it will do th
em no

harm, but still, they will benefit more in a school for boys only, so
7

they can concentrate.

{ This point leads us to the great value now laid on education in
Egypt. A person who holds a university degree is greatly respected.
consequently the race for university education is at its height, and
the Egyptian culture is today characterized by a feverish competition
along all grades of education to reach the utmost level after which one

gets his license into the world. Without it, he is worthless.

Such a phenomenon is now felt among all classes, and the result
is that pazjents show great anxiety with respect to their children’s educa- 1
tion. They are worried lest they at one step fail and have to stop. The
result is a person of no value in the Egyptian society - one whose evalua-

tion along the social scale is zero.

The concern of parents for their children's education appears at
its utmost with relation to boys. The parents of the eight families show
great concern for their boys' education as a step for their future. They |
¥vant them to work hard to be "doctors or engineers.” For the girls, how-

Bver, they all have great hopes, but as three of the fathers remarked in
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! t words, but to the same -
A meaning, "After all
y she is a o3
girl,

if she fails at school,

- she will have her place at home
]

but if

he boy fails, where will he go?"

; The fathers show the most concern

for the boys' future, and some of them even go as far as inflicti
ing

physical punishment on the boy if he showed some carelessness in hi
s

school work. ALl fathers took this matter very seriously and six of

them said they beat their sons if they fail or if they do not study.
The mothers, likewise, said they report their sons to the fathers if
they feel they are not giving enough care to their lessons or if they
play. Four fathers, among them the Upper Egyptian, said they are
greatly worried because their daughters are more successful at school '
than their sons. They would have rather had the boys be better, "be-
cause they are going to have families, to feed them, and if they work
hard, they will be good. They can have a successful future—a good
job." In two other families, the fathers are glad that the boys are
better than the girls at school. One of the fathers said, "my son is
the one that matters. 1 can easily keep the girl at home, especially

as she is a very good housewife.”

Tt follows that the parents reward their sons when they show
success at school and punish them if they fail to do so. Likewise, i

they make it clear to them that school 1s the most important thing in

their lives at this stage. During the school year, no son is allowed .

to play football in the streets until he finishes his homework. Further

restrictions are also made——no television, no movies——except when
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nishes his school work.

L3 U :
o ne father saig that he goes as f
ar as

This is because every father

2 { ]
has hopes for his son's future and 8very one of them mentioned ths
e is

to me. We can here refer to Joseph Kahl's analysis of the middl 1
g class,

shen he considers that a useful clue to identify a lowsr-middle-cl

= -class
person is, in terms of value orientations, the strength of his desire
to have his children receive an education better than his in hope of

o better future. (1965, p. 203)

Strangely enough, however, the attitude is not the same for
girls. Whereas the father would greatly forbid the son to do anything
that would keep him from his studies, he does not mind to call his
daughter to do him some service in the midst of her studies. True
enough, he is keen to let her go on with her education until she goss
to university, and true enough he feels boastful to admit such a thing
as a sign of broad-mindedness, yet he is not so enthusiastic about it
as he is vis—a-vis his son's future. He would say that he dreams of her
being a great "doctor or engineer" as most of them said, but he would
adnit quite emphaticeally that his plans for his future include her bseing

first and foremost a happy wife and a successful mother and everything

an,/ Conse-
8lse is sgcondary to that, even her success as & i

quently, he prepares her for that role—in fact, it is the mother who is

responsible for that, because it is her job to bring up her daughter to

be & good housewife.




gix of the fathers said that they help their ghijy
Uren wier

gheil studies regularly. The remaining two include the fath
Brhep

. avay most of the time and the twins' father

Nh',
ThE! f‘irBL‘ Lirie:

.
ey

ot have the time to help his children with their stugy
es,

B0 i

Jeaves that to private teachers, while the second one belq
C‘.UB'_‘. t'{ s

y are old enough to study without any help,

the but quite often #+

2y
cgek his help. The mothers admitted that they leave this job %0 %
> o the

father. The mothers have hopes for their children, too, and lik
) 2

Ll
e

fathers they show more concern about their sons. One mother, however
) e,

said, "I want my daughter to reach the highest degrees of education
1 want her to do what I could not do. That is why I am always en-
couraging her to go on."” This daughter is one of the girls who show

hetter success than their brothers, much to the worry of the fathers

and mothers.

None of the children under study go to school by school bus.
Neither do they use any public means of transportation, because they
all go to schools in the same neighborhood. The parents all agree

that going to school is no problem as far as the boys are concerned.

One mother only showed her concern in this respect. This is the mother

of the three daughters and the only son who admits that she was SO egager

to have a son that she now goes as far as spoiling him. The son here 1S

d cause of worry to her, because she fears if he goes to school alone,

is sisters take him to school,

he might be hit by a car. Conseguently, N

= admits
beforg they go to their own school, &s they are older in age. She
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at ONLY this last year did she allow his sisters to tak
e that res
PO -

Lipility, because =ne Teels that now they are o1y enough to
O take good

£ him on the way. Before that, gsh
Gﬂ]"e 0 ) € used to take hlm
to school

nerself 10 the morning, and then bring him back in the after
"noon,

much
sition of his father who beld
to the oppo elleved that she was A
golng tDD f‘al-a
L

45 the boy had reached the age of eight ang could not go to school alaﬁe,
Jhereas his sisters, who are girls and must be taken care of, go to
<chool alone-—in fact, they have done so ever since they started school,
the father here does not like that the girls go to school alone, but he
believes that so long a&s the school is close to the house and the girls
of the neighborhood go together in groups, he can accept them to do so.
The case is reversed here in this family in comparison to the other
families, because in the other seven families the boys take the girls to
school first before they go to their own schools, even if the boys are

younger than the girls. Only the case of the twins is of course different

as they go to the same school.

"This is the worst time," remarked one mother. "I know how it is
in the morning and in the afternoon at the beginning and at the end of the
school day. The streets are filled with boys and girls and anything can

happen then. So one has to be careful.”

The Upper Egyptian said that he used to take his daughter to school

hinself before he went to work, because she is older than the boy until his

i f his
boy reached the age when the father could depend on him to take care of fl

sister,
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MENSTRUATION:
e ———————

pariad ifas the Girl. iShe'hes to be subjected to further restrictions

and she has to learn how™to take care of herself." This is mainly

the job of the mother. Strangely enough all fathers consider it the

mother's responsibility to see that her daughter "does not do Something
bad or wrong." A father remarked in this respect, "I have warned my
wife to be carsful——especially as she is now responsible for a grown-up

girl. My daughter is fifteen and she has a full-grown body." It goes

withDUt saying that all mothers expressed their apprehension lest their
daughters "misbehave" and they be held responsible for that. 0One mother
expressed her worry in the following words, "I take good care that she

| ddes not see or mix with her brothers' friends. Also, she never goes
out alone. Once she menstruated, I told her that no nonsense is accept-

able. She is grown-up now."

However, the attitude of ths mothers with respect to their
daughters' menstruation showed some variations. Three mothers only
Pfeferrsd to prepare their daughters.Fur menstruation beforehand so
that they will be prepared for it when it comes. They tell them in a
gradual way how to expect it and how to behave once it comes. They make
it clear to them that menstruation marks an important period in their

lives and therefore they have to know that once they start to menstruate

they have to remember that they are "no longer children." Not being
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aking care to cover oneself T n na, n
boys, t g V properly when sitti g, not wearing
]

short clothes that might show more than necessary, and not goi t
: ’ going ou

glone. Such things are necessary for proper behavior, The other five

mothers, however, prefer not to talk with their daughters about menstru-

s n i
ation——"not to discuss such matters until they come so as not to open

their eyes to new things." They believe that every age has its own

problems and so they, as mothers, need not bother about menstruation
until their daughters menstruate. Then the daughters will be able to
understand whatever the mothers explain to them, but not before that.
/But this does not mean that ideas of chastity need not be implanted in
the girl from sarly in her childhood. Some parents believed that this
should start as early as five years of age, whereas some admitted that
it need not be before seven years. The Upper Egyptian father said that
he believed that such ideas need to be implanted in the girl from earliest
childhood——from the time she learns how to walk, talk, and understand
what is said to her. “Once a girl starts to learn something early in her
childhood," he remarked, "she will never forget it, but if we wait until
she grows up, she will have become used to the other ways--which might be

wrong, and it will be difficult to correct her."

SEGREGATION :
Tn line with the above, seven fathers believe that their daughters

must never change their clothes before their brothers. This is strictly
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B PEATn the first place, a giri's body is an "Awrah.® a
) private part, and

| ohe must be careful to cover it from a1} BYes, sven her brothgrs!
ers' eyes,
gecondly, it is not right for boys who are going into adolesc t
ence to

sge @ woman's body. Such a thing might start ideas in their minds
]

which might make them think of "“bad things," here of course E e
ng

to sex. Early in their childhood, of course, they can change their
clothes before their brothers. These seven fathers believed that they

can stop this once they feel their bodies ars developing feminine

features. One father said the right age for the girl to stop changing

her clothes in her brother's presence is seven. Two fathers said that

this age is nine and the remaining four said that it is ten. The
remaining one father, who is the twins' father, said he does not bother
about such things. "After all," he remarked, "he's her brother, and I
don't believe that he would look at her as a female. She's his sister,
remember."” His wife, however, strictly forbids such a thing and she
goes as far as hitting any of the twins who dares to do such a thing.
"This is 'eib'," she said furiously. "How can he see her breasts and
the other parts of her body? and how can she allow him to do so? Later

on, she would not mind to let anyone see her body."

This mother represents the view of five other mothers. They all
believe that segregation in this case 1s necessary. A girl's body re-
presents an "awrah" and so she has to learn how to keep it from all eyes,
especially male eyes. Three mothers said that the age at which the girl !
starts to cover her body from male eyes is ten. The other two said that

she must do this at the age of nine, but that does not mean that before
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that she does not have to be somewhat careful. These moth
Er's represent

the majority. One other mother, however, said she does not
care about

these things, because she does not mind if any of the childr h
8N changes

his clothes in the presence of the others who are from eV
Brr sex.

The eighth mother admitted that this represents no problem to her
er as

the girls are older than the boy, and "he is only a child." She h
. Br—

self does not mind to change her clothes in his presence. He is only

nine years old now, but later on, of course, she has to be a little bit

careful, not that she cares herself, because she is sure that her son is
good and he will never have "bad ideas" in his mind, but she'll have to
obey what other people say. Her friends and neighbors have always

criticized her for changing her clothes, and even taking a bath, in her
son's presence. They feel it is wrong for the boy. She believes other-
wise, however, because she is his mother and if he looks at her body, he

knows it is his mother's body.

All fathers and mothers who believe that their daughters must
not change their clothas in thelr brothera' presence alsao believe that

the girls must not do go in the fathers' presence.

Tha parents likewlse, showed great variability with respect to
thelr sons. Thres of the fathers balisved that the son also must not
change his clothes in his sister's presence. She is a girl and her
modasty has to be taken into consideration. She has to learn that a
man's body is not something to be looked at. This is no simple matter.

The remaining five fathers believed it to be no problem dfi their sdn |
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s his clothes in his sister's presence,

changa

"so long as he Kkeeps his

gexual organs covered." The other thres,

however, believe that even
though he covers his sexual organs, "a man's body is not the sams as a
qoman's. The underwsars can reveal a lot, and it is not nice for a

girl to see thess things."

The mothers exprassed a rather unanimous point of view They

said that they do not mind to lst their sons cﬁangs their clothes in

i their sister's presence, sO long as they keep their underwears on. But

a man with his underwears on is not as "eib" as a girl with only her

underwears on. The mother of the only son and the three daughters said
that until very recently, her elder daughter used to give her younger

brother his bath. She stopped doing this only one year ago.

None of the mothers showed any worry with respect to my question,
"Do you accept that your daughter be kissed by adults of the other sex?"
They all agreed that so long &as they are adults and they do this act as
a way of expressing friendliness to the girl, it does not matter. Only
one mother, the twins' mother, said she completely forbids that. I may
refer here to the incident mentioned above which confirms her answer.
The fathers, likewise, said they do not mind but there is a limit to the
age in which the girl can be kissed by elders. Two of them said that
this age is fifteen, thrse believed it to be thirteen, and two said it is
fourteen. The Upper Egyptien seid that he can allow his daughter to be

kissed until the age of nine at the utmost. "In our village," he commented,

"our girls can marry at this age."




problem at all in this respect as regards the boys. Naturally, adult
. , adults

t kiss b
clelile S Doys as often as they do girls, but even if they do, nothing

matters.

SEX EDUCATION:

It follows from the above presentation that sex education re-
presents a major problem to most parents. All fathers believed that
children must not be given any sex education before they are old enough
to. understand it—i.e., when the boys reach the age of fifteen, and when
the girls menstruate. But who gives this sex education? All fathers
agree that it is not for the father to do so. He can not in any way talk
to his son about "these matters." It is very awkward for him to do so.

The boy has his friends to learn from. Boys at puberty are always talking
about sex. "This is how we o;fselves learned about sex," reﬁarked one of
the fathers. "Our fathers never spoke to us about these matters." One .
mother, however, expressed her worry in this respect because she expected
her husband to discuss "these matters" with their son who 1s thirteen years
old. "He needs to guide him," she said sadly. "He needs to show him what
is right from what is wrong. I keep telling him to do so, but he does not

want to. He says he feels embarrassed, and the boy has magazines and books

from which to learn.™

Whereas the fathers do not want to discuss sex with their sons,

they believe that the mothers must do so with respect to the daughters.
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er can gi
A moth give proper sex education to her daughter. sStr 1
- angely

enough, howsver, such a view of sex education turned out to b
B a

very limited one. By asking the parents further questions, I dis-
covered that their concept of sex education here doss not go beyond
menstruation and the proper behavior that they expect from their
daughters, while sex education in its broader sense is taboo. A
girl must never discuss sex with either the father or the mother.
n1f she thinks of talking about such matters, then she is bold enough

to do anything,”" remarked one father. "Shyness and modesty are

necessary for a girl., Once she loses them, she can be bad." Fathers
make it strictly clear to me that they would never think of discussing

sex with their daughters; it is the mother's job.

The mothers, on the other hand, said that the boys have magazines,
books, and friends from which to learn about sex. Fathers can guide them,
although they do not like to do so. Mothers find it greatly embarrassing
for them to give their sons any sex education. However, they give their
daughters enough sex education to let her "take good care of hersslf.”

In this respect the mothers' concept of sex education appears consistent
with the fathers'. The twins' mother said, "Remember that now they are

teaching them a lot at school——in science, and so on, and they can under-

stand many things that way." Another mother remarked, "When my daughter v

is ready to be married, I'll explain everything on her wedding night. She

does not need it before that. It will ‘open her eyes' to things she does

not need to know."
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cIAOWCISION AND EXCTSTON OF THE CLITORTS:

All boys in the eight families were circumcized. Yet th
. e age

1 I"I thEy wers Cir'cumcized 1 o3
at wth VE!I‘lES. F3 ve DF th
ed

gt birth, right in the very first week after birth, The other t
. er two

yere circumcized at the ages of two and three respectively. The boy
who is the only son among three daughters was kept until eight years
of age. This is because the mother was worried about his health and
feared lest he might die. When they waited longer, however, the mother

took on & more complicated form, and the boy had to undergo an operation

In rural areas, they still circumcize the boys at a late age——usually

when the boy is seven.

One mother who had her son circumcized right after birth explained,
"The boy is still soft then and the circumcision is easy. He soon gets
over it. When he is older, it becomes complicated and sometimes they have

to put the boy under anaesthesia."

The girls under study did not have excision of the clitoris,
except for one--the Upper Egyptian's daughter. All mothers said that it
is inhurﬁan to do such a thing to girls, because they themselves were cir-
cumcized and suffered from it. However, they refused to get any further

into the matter, but they said that they prefer that their daughters would

not undergo such an experience. The fathers, on the other hand, said that

although they did not have their daughters' clitoris excised, they would

have preferred to do so. Five fathers were in favor of this view, while

one father said that it was cruel of men to have their daughters bear such

- |
s |




hurts her,

ship with her husband. This is the twins' father. "Why deny the girl

of a right which God has naturally given her?" he questioned. The

Upper Egyptian, being unique among the sample, explained that excision

of the clitoris is very important to guarantee the girl's chastity. "In

our village," he added, "all girls have their clitoris excised. T don't
like these modern ideas. Look around you and see the girls. See how
bad they have become. If they had been circumcized, you would not have
had them that way. I don't care for anybody else's view. I like to
fDllﬁw what my fathers did." The wife in this family was against the
whole idea, but naturally she had to give in and the husband had his
way. The daughter had her clitoris excised at the age of seven, and
she was confined in her bedroom for a long time until the wound healed

and she felt better. She was kept away from her playmates and the vhole

procedure took on a secret form.

INDEPENDENCE :

Relevant in this respect is the degree to which the parents give

their children their independence. The answers of the interviewees are

quite consistent with their concept of chastity.

Girls are not allowed to go out alone. They are not sent on

érrands This is the boy's job., Likewise, girls are not allowed to use

public means of transportation alone until they are old enough "to take
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girl can go out alone before that - when she is sixteen 1d
years old, but

within certain limits. In other words, she can be allowed to t
go ou

alone, but to places known to the parents. The mothers showed h
muc

variation in this respect. The twins' mother said she believes that a

girl need not go out alone until she goes to university. Then she is

forced to do so, because her parents cannot accompany her to university
she herself had never gone out alone before her marriage except with
her mother, and it took her a long time to know the names of streets and

places. Three other mothers prefer that their daughters be trained to

go out alone before they go to university so that they will not have any
difficulty doing so. They themselves had suffered from that when they
were first married, and they don't want their daughters to do the same.
The fathers, however, believed otherwise and so they have to give in to
the fathers. "After all," remarked one of them, "He is the master of the
house." The remaining four mothers said they believe that their daughters

can be allowed to go out alone after the age of fifteen to sixteen.

In line with the above statements, girls are not allowed to use

public means of transportation alone. They can accompany their brothers

or their parents. nwhat do they need buses for?" A mother remarked. "We

do not send them on errands. It is the responsibility of their brother.®

Another mother remarked, "It is difficult for me who is a grown-up woman

to go by bus. You see how crowded they are. It is a kind of torture.

You can imagine what can happen to a girl on a bus. But boys can VAL
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thair way thr‘Dugh.n Theref
Ore boys are not kept from going out alone

. h
Likewise, t.ey Can use any msans of transportation The moth f th
i er of the

one son and the three daughters is the only one who does not allow h
ow her

do so
son to s0, because she wants to Protect him from the dangers of the

road, and she feels that he is too young to be left to go out alone

Not before he reaches the age of twelve or thirteen can she allow him

to do so.

It must be mentioned, however, that fathers, although they lay
no restrictions on their sons with respect to going out alone, require
that their sons come back at a certain hour. These fathers said that
this hour is nine o'clock, four fathers said it is teﬁ, and the remain-
ing father said half-past eight. This last one said, "When I was young
I never stayed later than eight o'clock, and if I had to stay later than
that outside home, my father would wait for me with a stick. But now we
give them more freedom and half-past eight is quite all right. Why
should he stay later than that?" The mothers also gave their answers to
the same meaning and said that they would not let their sons stay outside
the home later than nine o'clock. The mother who is always anxious about
her one son said she allows him to play in the strest—-right in front of
the house——or in the back yard but he has to be home early, right after
sunset. The twins' mother said she does not bother at all about her son.
Relevant here is the point that the twins' father is the only one who

doss not mind to let his daughter go anywhere alone by bus, yet he does

not do so because his wife is completely against the idea.
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example, six of the eight families 1ive in three-room flats. Th
: e
result is that the boys in the families do not have separate bed-

rooms. The sleeping arrangement in all six families is such that
both boys and girls use the same bedrooms. Two of the families are
rearranging their flats in such a way so as to allow for separate
rooms for the sons. One of the mothers said, "I'm doing away
completely with the dining room to make it a bedroom for the boys,
where they can study, sleep, and do everything at their ease." The
other two families that have larger flats do not have any problems
in this respect. One family is the one that has the only son and
three daughters and they live in a four-rcoom flat. All girls sleep
in one room, while the boy used to sleep in his mother's bedroom
until very recently when the father became furious and insisted that
he sleep alone. The boy moved to a separate bedroom which vas meant

to be prepared for his sole use, but he never sleeps in it, because

he prefers to sleep with his sisters. He fears the darkness of the
night.

All parents without exception would rather have separate rooms
for children of each sex. »gut what can we do nowadays? You see how it

is with houses, and the problem is at its utmost now."
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CLOTHES:

The choice of
of clothes Presents a great problem for many fathers

nghort dresses are awful "

said one of the fathers, "1 can't bear to

, see my daughter's legs all showing when she sits. I can s t
. ee up to ...

I can't say, but I don't like them."

Fathers therefore are strictly against short sikirts. Five of them g

said that they can allow their daughter to wear short skirts only until

the -age of nine or ten, when she is only a child, but later on, her body

becomes so developed that such skirts are wholly "immoral." The twins'

father does not mind to let his daughter wear short skirts, "so long as
everybody else does that." One father said that he does not mind to let

his daughter wear dresses, whsther short or otherwise, but he hates trousers
for a girl. "“They show everything——every single part of the body——the out-
line and everything."” Apart from such restrictions, the fathers leave their
daughters the freedom of choosing their own clothes, under the supervision

of the mothers, of course. These in turn have the upper hand in these matters.
Five of them said they choose their daughters' clothes, because "they know
better,"” as one of them put it. The remaining three said that they take their
daughters along to have a say in the matter, but they give the final word. 1In
general, mufhers lay no restrictions on such matters, so long as the clothes
are decent-and within the limits of the family budget, but above all they have
to obey the fathers' orders. If he says not to wear short skirts, it means
As one mother explained to me, "He can very simply keep the

no short skirts.

girl from wearing the dress if he does not approve of it. What can I do

then? Throw it away? It'll be a waste of money ——and nothing more."




The boys, on the other hand, h
y have ng restricti
10ns on their

ce of clothes.

chol

Whereas the moth
Eers are responsibl
e for the gi
girls!

; f clothes, the fathers tak
choice O = OVer the responsibi
ility with
rspect o the boys. Three of them, however, whose SONns are twel |
e twelve,
thirteen, and fifteen respectively said that they make thei
ir sons

bring some of their clothes--shoes, shirts, stockings, but within th
] n e

noney limits the fathers set for them. Two other fathers, the Upper
. -

Egyptian being one, said they do not like their sons to wear clothes

that are bright in color. "These are women's clothes. T cannot

respect a man who wears them," said one of them, "What have they left

for girls, then?"

HOUSEWORK

All mothers, without exception, let their daughters help with
the housework——in fact, three of them were proud to tell me that their
daughters are very good cooks. Three of these mothers admitted that
they let their sons help with the housework. Two of these three said
that the boy can do only certain things in the housework, and not every- !
thing. For instance, he can arrange his own room, set the table, or

carry things around the house. Dishwashing, laundry, and cooking are

Completely contrary to a man's nature. These two mothers said that they

would not think of letting their sons do any of these jobs. "He's going

g ?
tobe a man, after all," said one of them." How can he wash his clothes?

What are we there for, then?"  The third nother said that she divides the
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housework equally among her th
ree children——two
N boys and one girl

ch one of them h
Ea as the full responsibility of the household for one

ole day. Thi
wh Y S mother remarked with enthusiasm, "we are Sl oW

women have jobs just like men, so why should they not help us at

1
Rbm=ESRWBECan G da averything.®  This $s¥the morher Wibae hustans

leaves home for laon eri ;
g periods and who considers her son the "man of

he house" when %
the when her husband is away. Ghe allows herself to be ordered

around. by him in his father's absence.

The remaining five mothers are completely against letting
their sons help with the housework. Some of them even showed their
disgust at the idea. One of them said scornfully, "I am there to
serve them, and my daughter too. Why should they bother about such

things. Why do men marry then if they do everything for themselves?"

The fathers likewise said that they would not respect a man
whom they "catch" washing dishes or washing clothes. This is strictly
a woman's job. One man expressed his own view in the following words,
"A man is a man, and a woman is a woman, no matter what you try to do.
Women are there to serve us, and this is why we marry them." A Only the
twins' father said that he does not mind to help his wife at home; neither
does he mind to let his son do so, but his wife does not like the idea,

except when she is sick, which she often is, and then the men are forced

to give some help somehow.
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HOBBIES AND INTERESTS:

In line with
the above results, the hobbies of the children

seem to be consistent with their differentiation along sex 1i
ines.

The hobbies of the girls are those relating to the household or to

the girl as a future housewife. Al1l mothers teach their daughters

needlework, sewing, and cooking, and the daughters in turn enjoy these

things and take them for hobbies, Only one mother expressed her worry

because her daughter does not like any of these things and she prefers

to spend long hours reading much to the protest of her father, who is
the Upper Egyptian. "What is she going to do with books? She had
better learn something useful to her. Her husband would not eat books,"
are his angry words. Two other mothers also remarked that their‘
daughters are fond of reading, but that does not take all their time.
They also like to sew, to embroider, and to spend their free time "fus-
sing around the house."” Another mother expressed much worry because one
of her two girls hated housework and all "feminine activities," and

preferred boys' games instead. This girl is pushed by her parents to

help her mother as much as she is scolded for "being masculine."

The boys, on the other hand, have football as their main habby.
All of them play football in the streets and three of them are members
of Youth clubs. The sons of five of the eight families are members of

their school football team, for which they play and take the matter guite

seriously.
The sons of three families have collecting stamps as a second

hobby, One mother remarked that this hobby costs her son all his pocket
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ney, 8s it is qui
money quite expensive. One other mother said that her son

d of el i :
is fon Slectric equipment. He pulls down the differant parts of

T
any electric equipment they have, and puts them back into place, some-
L)

times even copying them to make things of his own. Four mothers said

that their sons are fond of bicycles and they spend hours cycling

around the strests, but they have no bicycles of their own. They

hire them by the hour. The mother of the only son among the three

daughters said that her son has been dying to have a bicycle of his
own, but she would not buy it for him, not that she cares for its high
price, because she buys him whatever he asks for regardless of its cost,

but because she is afraid of the dangers of the road.

It may be relevant to mention here that the choice of toys may
have had an impact on the children's interests. The mothers said that
they buy for the boys such toys as they know would interest boys - e.g.,
guns, automobiles, footballs, marbles, and machines. On the other hand
they choose for the girls such toys as dolls, toy kitchens, utensils,
and 1iving rooms, and books that teach them how to sew or embroider. All
boys find interest in the toys mentioned above, except the only son among
three daughters who sometimes likes to play with dolls with his sisters.
Likewise, all daughters find interest in their toys, except the girl who
ad not that she does not play with these toys, but she prefers

prefers to re

to read. When asked which books does the girl read, the mother quite frankly

itted. Ranything anything she gets hold of—eomstines even old magasines,
]

and books that may not be for her age." The "masculine" girl prefers to




play with boys!' toys——so . ;
mething which greatly worries the mother

With res
Pect to the books the child likes to read, the parents
diff |
gave different answers. Three of the mothers admitted that thei
eir

i —b
children oth sons and daughters—-do not read more than the school

books, plus some Newspapers and magazines if they have the Simatts

read them. The school curriculum is so overloaded that the children

cannot spare the time to read anything outside it. The other five
mothers said that their children like to read mystery books and
children's magazines, in addition to skimming adults' magazines and
newspapers. Some of the fathers said that they do not know what their
children read, while the others said they do not care. Only one father
said he forbids any outside reading during the school year so that the

children would not be distracted from their studies. He allows them to

read as much as they want during the holidays.

But what kind of books do the children read? And do the parents
interfere with the choice of books? As I have previously menticned, those
who like to read choose mystery books, except for the girl "who reads any-
thing," The parents whose children do not read outside their required
school books have no problem here. The ather parents whose children read
said that they do not interfere with their children's choice of books.

"But occasionally," said one father, "I have a look at what they read, just
to know what it is, especially with respect to the girls." Then he laughed

and added. "But remember, if they read any forbidden books, they won't have
1

them at home."
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The parents
3 however, have a different outlook with respect

to the films thei :
81r children see, All fathers are Strictly against

scene : ;.
love s that may 8ppear in filmg, "All our films aba Lo e
N 1lms,

remarked one fathgr," : ;
It is as if they are made to teach our children

be bad. A
how to be bad One cannot be Sitting among his children and ses such

"
things." Consequently, five fathers said that they do not allow their

fevghtors to see filns, unless they ere sure that they are not "X films."

The ather three fathers said that they do not like their daughters to

see such films, but as this is the common type of films nowadays, they

have to give in, or else they will keep their daughters from seeing
any film. Even a film whose story may be political is never free from

love scenes, and passionate ones too.

The most concern here is of course with respect to the girls.
Yet the fact remains that the parents are likewise bothered with respect
to the boys. "You know this age and how it is," said one father. "It
is not good for them physically when they see such things. I was their
age and I know how it is." But the boys are not kept from going to
movies alone, while the girls are. Therefore, parents believe that a

boy can see the film he likes, regardless of his father's opposition.
The problem arises, however, when films are shown on television.
"We can't help it then," said a mother. "We can't keep the children from

watching television."”
"My blood boils in my veins," admitted a father "when I see kisses

and people in bed——just like that, and the children are there to see. But
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what can we dao?"

The Upper i
Per Egyptian admitted quite frankly that he turns off

he televisi
t on if he has doubts about a certain film, or if he knows
]

o e .
that "it is not for the children to e He boliaves thetiin this

ase, not ev i
g2 en his wife should see such scenes—simply out of modesty.

PARENTAL CARE:

All fathers are "busy," as they say, and so the main job of

taking care of the children is that of the mother. "Taking care" here

is mainly seen in terms of the time devoted to the children. Only the
twins' father is the one who said that he gives more time to the children
than does his wife "because she is weak in health." Howsver, mothers
have full responsibility so far as the girls are concerned, while the
fathers share in this responsibility with respect to the boys. All
mothers believe that the father should have a bigger share in the
respoﬁéibility of the boys, "because he i1s a man and boys are difficult

to handle," as one of them put it.

Strangely enough, and contradicting the above statements, mothers
admitted that they give more care to their sons, both in terms of time

and service. One of them explained, "A boy needs to be served, but a

girl has to learn to serve herself. Furthermore, a boy has to concentrate

on his studies—this is his future—-but a girl is different." The mothers,

therefore, make Sure that their sons' needs are met. The order of priority

in the household is, as one mother put it, as follows: the father, the
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ns, the daughter . | r
S0NS) gnters, and then last comes the mother he gi
. e girls receive

the mother's help only in f
Y emale matters, when the girl needs guidance—

., menstrua
i.84) tion, Otherwise, she is there to help the mother

The fath i :
ers give the opposite picture. They give their sons

-more time, helping them with their studies to guarantee success at

school. They help their daughters but not giving them the same time

nor enthusiasm as they give their sons

It follows therefore that if the girls have something confidential
they say it to the mother. The boys, likewise, do the same. The sons of
three of the families, however, said they would say it to the father. One
of these is one of the twins. His twin sister, likewise, said she would
say it to the father, and not the mother, "hecause Mother is always scold-

ijng me and she is giving me orders."

An example of the extra care given o the boys is seen in the
additional sum given to the boys as pocket money. Three mothers and
fathers said that thsy_giva their children their pocket money according
to age. The remaining fivé, however, admitted that they give the boy

more than the girl. “A boy goes out with his friends,” explained one

father, "and he meets people, so he has to spend money Jjust as they do.

Also, he uses buses and such things—he goes to movies, too." The Upper

Egyptian justified his attitude on the basis of religion. "God Himself

has made the share of the boy twice that of the girl, so I'm following

=it raligioniei He) Shersfions) admitEed that he gives his son

twice as much as his daughter, although she is older. Three mothers
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d quite frankl
ganitted 9 Y that they give their sons an additional
sum when they

it, becauss they f wh
qeed 1t Y Teel that what they get from their fathers is not enough
enougn,

gy make sure th -
but they at the whole thing remains secret, lest the fathers k
now

upset.
apjbecanS il Of these three mothers, one said that she believes that her
e

husband knows about this additional sum but he pretends he does not ki
s] now, 8s

he is quite aware of the fact that the pocket money he gives his son is not
gnough to afford for his expenses and especially the stamps he is so fond of

collecting.

OBEDIENCE:

The results here reveal that the parental attitudes clearly reflect
sex differentiation. _ In the first place, all parents without exception reguire
strict obedience from their children, both boys and girls. Howsver, they also
require that the girls obey their brothers. One father justified such an
attitude on the basis that the brother will be responsible for his sisters
in the long run, and if she does not jearn to cbey him from now, she never will.

Only two mothers said that obedience depends on age, and a child obeys his

eldsr's-. even his elder brothers or sisters. One father shared the same view,

but the rest gave priority to maleness.

The parents likewiss required obedience of their sons. However, they

are not bothered if the boys fought back. One father said smiling, "I scold him

then, but T am glad because he knows how to fight back and is not weak. This

way his rights will never be lost." On the other hand, the fathers would be

s fought back. wObedience is reguired from a girl,"

shocked if their daughter
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explainad one father, =
She learns to obey her parents and 1
n ater on her
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the father ma -
y expect obedience from his son, he does not requi it
equire i

of him towards outsid
iders—in fact, he encourages him to fight back," or
;]

glse he will be lost."™ Y
et that does not negate the fact that the parents

require that their son be obedient to elders

Dn i
g mother complained to me that her son sometimss discbeys her
and she asks his father to punish him, but the father smiles and tells

her not to be too fussy about such things,

nADAB" ¢

Similar views are presented with respect to the children's polite-
ness or "“adab." Parents are careful to bring up their child to be "mu'addab."
The common derived meaning of this word when used about children is "well-
behaved," but its original sense carries the notion of education, training,

improvement by careful disciplining. Mu'addab includes respect of eldars,{

good-manners, and politeness. Parents ars especially careful to bring up

their daughters with the strict rules of adab. They are less careful for

the boys, however. They require adab from the boys when dealing with them,

their parents, and with elders in general. But they are not strict about

it when the boys deal with their equals or with outsiders—"people in the

street," for instance, as one nother put it. A boy has to fight his way

he keeps strictly to the rules of adab throughout his

through life, and 1f




1ife,

Only

one mother expr

Pressed her desire that her son be mu'addab with bod
sverybody,

hether young or
W g o0ld. One father frankly admitted that he heard his s |
on |

vysing bad words" 3 - :
using s" while talking with his friends, but he pretended he did

t hear him. " i :
a8 A little of these words are necessary for a man's vocabu-

lary," he remarked smiling.

DISCIPLINE :

It follows that a girl who is not well-behaved is punished by her
parents. This is one case when parsnts punish their daughters. The
mothers agreed that a daughter is punished when she answers back while
talking to one of her parents, or if she says a "bad word," or if she is
"lazy"--"1lazy" here is seen within the perspective of domestic activity.
Such acts of misbehavior are punished by the mother, as they fall within
her sphere of influence. She may beat the girl, slap her, or she may be
satisfied by Jjust shouting at her and calling her names. The mother resorts
to the father when the misbehavior is major—e.gd., disobedience, failure at
school, or lying. Only one mother said she prefers to punish her daughters
herself, because the father usually beats them, no matter what their mis-— }

take is. She only threatens them to tell the father if they do something

wrong, but she usually does not report them.

\ The boys are punished mainly for failure at school. Disobedience,

lying, and staying out later than the fixed hour are other causes for punish-
7

r, the fathers in most cases prefer to do the disciplining of

ment. Howeve
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beaten by a w 4
be Yy oman. It will weaken his personality. She can scold

him or do anything else, but not beat him." The fothars i R
15 case

raport to the Tathers who beat the boys. “Ena father said that he does

not mind to let his wife beat their son if he misbehaves, provided she

does not do it in his sist ' T
ers’' presence. The father who leaves occasion--

ally said that his wife beats his sons if they discbsy her; otherwise,
they would not respect her, as she is the one who is dealing with them

most of the time. 1In this case, she needs to be firm and strict.

J

Fathers do not mind to punish the girls——in fact, as one father
remarked, "A girl has to be beaten every now and then to feel that she

is under good control."

The mother of the only child said she has never beaten him and
she would not let his father lay & hand on him. Yet she has other ways
of punishing him. She closes him up alone in a room, but not for long,

because she soon gives in and lets him out. But she does not mind beat-—
ing the girls.

All childrsn in this group are beaten, but the offenses for

which they are beaten vary. The most general one, however, is failure

at school and especially with respect to the boys. Only one father said

that he does not beat his son when he fails at school, but only deprives

him of his pocket money for one whole week until he feels he has to work

harder.
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AESPONSIBILITY :
—

By virtue of th
e above-menti .
b SRSATNA oned attitudes on the part of the
ren 8
pe ’ ildren learn to place themselves in a certain category
sex into whi
of ich they are not only recruited by birth but also main—
tained by virtue of their socialization as either male or female. The

boy thus develops his own attributes as a male, while the girl acquires

hers as a female. Implicit in the male concept is a responsibility

which extends beyond one's own person. The male is responsible not

only for his behavior as an individual but for that of the other members

of his family. Of the eight families, seven fathers made it clear to

their sons that they are the representatives of the family name and

thus must remember always to keep it high, and never to degrade it.

Thersfore, they have to prove themselves as men and keep a close eye on

their sisters. Their honor is the brothers' responsibility and thus

they have to learn very garly to bear that responsibility. The father

who leaves home freguently said that he has made it quite clear to his

older son that he must substitute him in his absence and that he must be

very careful of all the housshold members, jncluding his mother. No men i

are to be allowed into the house during his absence. This is one reason

why the boy does not allow his friends to visit him at home. Furthermore,

the boys accompany their sisters to school and to other places. Only the

twins' father said that he has taught his daughter to be responsible for

her own behavior, and any wrong doing will fall back on her. True enough;

e family's and any act of shame will turn back on the

the honour is th
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f‘amil)’ name b ut th
: e girl has to develop a sense of responsibil
nsibility for

dBUe l o a sens i i ] t,

his family.

It = .
3

he is the only one who is responsible for his own behavior. The Upper

Egyptian explained this contradiction to me in the following words,

"God has clearly mentioned in the Koran that women are 'lacking in mind

and religion', so they can't judge right. Also, they are always motivated
by their own feelings. A man uses his mind, so he can easily guide the

woman as well as himself."

NURTURANCE :

Girls are trained to develop a sense of responsibility of a
different sort. They learn to feel responsible for their brothers with
respect to service and care, aspecially in the domestic sphere. Mothers,

as well as fathers, make sure that their daughters serve their brothers

well., They help them develop & motherly attitude towards their brothers,

even though the brothers might be older in age. The mother of the three

daughters and one son said, "My eldest daughter, who is only fifteen, is

a sort of second mother to her pbrother. He faels closer to her than he

does to me, and we sometimes fight—she and myself—over his things. She

I neglect him, end tells me to let her handle his

scolds me if she feels




=57 =

things. She spoils him 8ven more than I dg.n ;
Dl

HOMOSEXUALITY : |

0 S 1i Y 8 S S 0 maj lem i i f
Homosexua ity presents n ajor pI‘Db in the minds o
par'el"lts with r'espect to their daughters. It is 1ESIS SO0 wit
h I'BSDEGt

to their sons. Four mothers said that they warn their sons not to mix

with boys who are "bad." Two of these four said that they warn their

sons not to let their joking with their playmatss include handling their
genitals. The remaining four mothers said that their husbands make this
warning. As mothers, they do not like to tackle these matters with

their sons.

The fathers, on the other hand, believe that homosexuality is
not to be found where boys are highly “open"—i.e., it is found in such
closed societiss as prisons or boarding schools where residents are of
one sex only. One father expressed his anxiety with rsspect to his son,
because his son is "very attractive" in terms of appearance. He fears
fhat his light hair, complexion, and eyes might be a temptation to homo-—
sexuals. This father takes good care that his son mixes with the right
kind of persons. Besides, he has explained to him that "some boys might

like to do bad things with you," so he must never let them handle any part

of his body.

One father explained that at one time he had been actually against

his son's joining & youth club pecause he feared that the atmospherea of

into a homosexual, "You find homosaxuality prevail—

sportsmen might turn him
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:ng among spor n
ing g sportsmen," he added. "in the rooms where they change, thay
]
are likely to do such i
things." But bacause his son was fond of sports, '

the father accepted to let him join the club, but he made it clear to ?

his son that he must be careful of others, especially while changing

his clothes.

The remaining fathers said that they mention homosexuality to

their sons, but at the right age. Three of them believed this right

age to be nine, and three belisved it to be from ten to eleven. "Any-
how," remarked the Upper Egyptian, who is from the last group, "Homo-
sexuality has special people—those colored clothes, long hair, and

feminine characteristics. If my son is a real man, you can guarantee

that he will not be tempted to anything 1ike that. This has special

people."
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CHAPTER IV

ANALYSIS AND CONCLUSION |
ANALYSIS

I have started this research with the assumption that the
sample under study is representative of the transitional family,
because the eight families come from a class whose members retain
those aspects which they share with the traditional family, at the
same time that they are moving towards the other end of the continuum—

namely the modern family. The data presented in the previous chapters

have confirmed this assumption.

The conclusion that can be reached here is that parents
exprass attitudes which show that they socialize their sons différently _
from their daughters. 8ex differentiation is a phenomenon which operates
in Egyptian society like it does in all other societies of the world.
Wwhether it cuts vertically across the different strata of society is
a point that needs to be further investigated, but which I consider
irrelevant here. The fact ramains that the urban middle class in

Egyptian society axhibits featurss of sex differentiation which have

been exposed by this study. In this chapter I choose to present this

differesntiation through the presentation of one family, and in this way

I hope to give & cleaf picture of the typical way in which a middle class

Egyptian family socializes its sons on one hand, and its daughters cn the

jon here being inferred from the attitudes the

other, the socializat
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ﬂrents BprESSBd . tll l I I
o h ll LI t erear |t mambers DI this Emily . 8se ames
t t e ! [ II 4 n are UI course
1Dt real names y but Dnly DSBudD'I |y]||5 | |

THE SOCIALIZATION OF TWO CHILDREN: THE FAMILY OF MR, ALY MAHMOUD:

This f '
amily which represents the typical forms of socialization
for the group under study is made up of Mr. Aly Mahmoud, the father,

Mrs. Nadia E1l Sayed, the mother, and two childreﬁ—;Ahmad, the son, aged

twelve, and Laila, the daughter aged eleven.

A. AHMED:

— it

The great value attributed to male children in Egyptian culture
can be seen in this family even before the birth of the.First child, as
appearing in the ardent wish of both parents to have a son when the first
signs of pregnancy were feglt by Nadia. When the child turned out to be
a boy, he was received by signs of great welcome. Early in his first year,
he was circumcized, and the event took on the form of a celebration, in

which all the relatives participated. Ahmed was then ready to be & man.

Ahmed was soon followed by his sister, Laila. Her arrival, however,
was not highly welcomed, especially by the father.

Ahmed spent the first years of infancy and childhood between parents

who were careful to prepare him for his role as & male adult. When he

reached the age of seven to eight years, this preparation took on a more

serious form.




conception of his own role in it. The role of the parents i '
ents 1is very

: mportant here. ,
imp ©. Ahmed has thus developed an awareness of self, implicit
L

in which i i . ;
in whic S an identification with the father as a membor of the same sax

He likewise follows his father in priority at homs. He is served by the

female members of the household. He does not help with the HOLEBVBYK,

because such work is b 14 i . i
elittling for a man; the housework is a woman's

job. Ahmed has therefore grown up to know that the home is the woman's

world but not his.

It follows that Ahmed is allowed to go out alone. His parents
lay no restrictions on his whereabouts, except that his mother sometimes
feels a 1little bit worried if he stays late outside. However, this is
no common thing, because his father expects him to be home at eight o‘clock
in winter, but sometimes at nine during the summer holidays. He has the
freedom of choosing his own friends, yet because of his sister, his friends
are not so welcome at home. He can meet them outside the house, but the

home is a kind of sanctuary with respect to its female inhabitants. Of

these, the boy considers himself responsible. Goode refers to this sense

of responsibility in his study of the Arab family and considers it to be a

strong operating feature in Arab society. (1970) Ahmed accompanies his

sister out, he takes care that nobody hurts her, and he can go as far as
: ]

reproaching her for any slight misbehavior she might show. Likewise, his

responsibility extends to his mother, and she often depends on him to

if his father is not free.

accompany her on grrands




this is how he can be a man

It is throu
gh trial and error th
will be admitted into the world of men .

Yet he still believes that

hmed needs some ad ice a
A Vv 8Very now and then, He sometimes interfer
erferas

he sees i
if ees that his son has chosen the wrong persons as friends. The

terion Mr. j
cri Mahmoud uses for Judging the right kind of friends is
seen mainly within the perspective of school achievement. A good

friend is a friend who scoress high in scholastic achievement. Next

comes honesty. BSmoking is the worst habit that a boy can learn from

his friends.

Ahmed sometimes uses obscene language, but that does not worry
his father. It worries his mother a little bit, though, but she lets
it go, bscause after all, he is a man. She has glven him snough care
as a child, but now she feels that as he is on the threshold of adolescencs,
he automatically shifts to the father's responsibility. Consequently, it
{s Mr. Mahmoud who has ths responsibility of disciplining Ahmed=--in fact,
he has started to do so after the first two years of school, when Ahmed
was about eight years old. Nadia can shout at her son if he lies to her
or if he discbsys her, but she cannot beat him. It is the father who does

that for major offenses, chief among them being failure at school. Both

parents believe that if Nadia beats Ahmed, he may lose his self-respect.
Mr. and Mrs. Mahmoud have been bringing for Ahmed such toys as fire

sngines, different kinds of guns, and footballs. Likewiss, Mr. Mehmoud
' 5

s aggrassion—in fact, he encourages it in him. -

doss not stop hi




at the sams time that he is not taken advant fie
age o

Ccnsaquantly
med is encoun ’
AR aged to fight back, never to ba passive. Yet
. et he is
xpected to be ob
exp edient to his parents. He plays football, and this
]

gane represents his favorite pastime. He plays it in the street and
.the street anc .

school, H
at is father, howsver, makes sure that it doss not kesp him

from his school work, as the parents, especially the father, afe ronts

ly concerned about their son's education. To the father, university

gducation is the utmost dream. He keeps steadily before Ahmed the

status goal of university education and a good job which promises a

succassfgl career, aespecially that of "a doctor or engineer.”

The continuous urge of the parents to make Ahmed study hard,
almost in the form of anxiety, has resulted in a stereotyped boy whose
interests barely exceed those of the school textbook. H? has no time
for any outside reading. Neither can he indulge in any dthar activity
except football. Although this game is much enjoyed and encouraged by
Mr. Mehmoud, it sometimes appaars as a threat to him. becauss, as has >
already been mentionad it may intsrfara with Ahmed's 1asson5. Con-
sequently, playing this game is necessarily a 1eiaura time gctivity

which Mr. Mahmoud &llows only after school work is over. ;

-

Sex matters are taboo. Mr. Mehmoud finds difficulty in discussing

them with his son. He feels embarrassed. That is wthhE believes that

Ahmed has other means of gaining knowledge about sex matters—magazinas

and books, for example.




- 104 -

Because Ahmed go
goes out often——with his friends and someti
Brtimes

one .-h I"IEEdS er |ough DDCkBt munay to all ow '[:Qr- thj s His fa ther
gj, ves im one PO s| per month ut hi ther | tr hich
|'| 1 o} t ] b i s mothe adds an ex a
sum, whic
sl ves hi]'l'l i |
he gj secret. She k ows that he may need more mo ey a
n h n h n t one
j d S i
time, an he hates to | ave him f eel any inf Br'ior'ity in his i $
F h I h f 5 h fB ls proud of him

and she makes him feel this pride
B. LAILA:

wWhen Laila was born, Mr. Mahmoud only gave a short smile, Justify-—

ing his attitude on the basis of Koran. "“And when we announce the arrival

of a girl, his face darkens in anger." (Surrat El Nessaa) Mr. Mahmoud,

as a father, dreads the burden that is awaiting him. Nadia gave her
daughter the necessary care. 1If she was disappointed at having a daughter,
she never showed it. When Laila started school, the father began to advise
the mother to keep an eye on the girl, because she was starting to grow up
more quickly than he had expected. Sex segregation started very early.

She has her own girl friends now, and she can only say "Hello" to her
brother's friends, not that she 1is completely kept from meeting them, but
both her father and her brother do not like her to mix with them freely.

e more restrictions are made on her, and now in her

The older she gets, th

eleventh year, these restrictions are taking on a more serious form.

As a child, and up till her tenth year, Laila was highly envious

of the privileges ascribed to her brother as & boy, and this was the most

e of trouble between sister and brother, much to the worry of

common caus
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the parents, especiall
y the father. Now she has come to accept th
8 status

1eges of the male sg i r
f X, and if she still etains any rebellion against th
f ainst tne

differentiation in treatment

» she does not show it. She may have re-

pressed it.

She receives seventy-five piasters per month as pocket money. She
uses it in buying such dainty things as hankerchiefs or hair ornaments.
She does not spend much money on movies, for example, because she does not
go to movies except with her brother, and he prefers to go with his friends.
He is at the age when the peer group represents the central area of interest
from which his activities spring. Moreover, he would not think of taking
her to a movie while he has his friends with him. Going out alone is one

of the things Laila envies her brother for.

Laila has come to know that her place is with her mother. She fesls
that there is a sort of dichotomy that cuts across her family, with her
father and Ahmed on one side, and her mother and herself on the other. She

has thus come to identify with her mother in terms of attributes. Her mother,

furthermore, has been channelling Leila's interests towards her role as a

female. Early in her childhood, Laila started to help her mother in the

kitchen and in housework. Now Laila can prepare a light meal alone. More-

over, her mother can leave her alone +o manage the household for, say, one

morning. Nadia 1ikes to sew and Lila helps her with the work. As a child,

e A Lty Lo Ray L Lvind, Eecns and kitchens, and blocks with

e feels she is a young lady and her interests

which she built houses. Now sh




other activities,

Nadia has
taught her daughter how to take good care of himself as

female-—how
a to dress properly, how to keep clnanMandihoy Tooleonolaar

ir stylishly—
Bai y y—not that she has any plans of marriage for her daughter
now, but she hopes that she will grow up to be an attractive young lady

who will have quite a good number of suitors from which to choose her

future partner.

Mr. and Mrs. Mahmoud's plans for their daughter's future include
their wish that she goes to university, but their main concern for her
is a successful marriage. It is for this reason that Nadia—and naturally,
Mr. Mahmoud, too—feel it is Nadia's job to prepare her for the role of a
successful wife and mother. 1In 1ine with this role, she has to be obedient,

polite, passive, and submissive.

Laila has some girl friends, and they often come to visit her at
home. Ahmed is then not allowed to join the group. He may say "Hello" to

them but he must not exceed that greeting. Mr. Mahmoud does not allow her

to visit these friends at home, because he does not like the idea of her

staying at other people's homes, especially if he does not know thess people

well. She can visit relatives, howsver, but she has to be accompanied by

her brother or one of her parents or both of them.

ted yet. But her mother feels that she is

Laila has not menstrua
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!

b \
Nadia thinks it better not ¢ ecause her body now is fully developed
J -9 To tell her da
ughter anythin
g about menstrua-

gbout to have her first menstruation
!

8 8 Y i

had bettsr wait un
til she has her first monthly period and then she will
i

axplain to her daugh
) h aughter enough about it to take care of herself hygienicl
f F nicly.

e need not k
sh Now more than necessary about sex matters. It is enough to

h i :
know that she is a girl and therefore must not let a boy or man touch her

body, @s it is "eib."
: 1 Furthermore, her deportment then must be that of a

young lady. She must sit properly, cover her legs properly while she's

seated, and talk in a low, polite voice. 1In general, she must be “muaddaba."

She must not talk to men who are strangers to her. The punishment that she
gets if she disobeys any of these strict rules can be very strong. The

father may interfere and beat her, and this in itself shows how major an
offense her misbehavior is, because usually it is Nadia who is responsible

for disciplining her daughter. She can shout at her, call her names, Or
refrain from speaking to her for sometime if the daughter disobeys her

mother, neglects her responsibilities at home, and lastly comes her careless-
ness at school. A very major act of misbehavior that may require the father's
A good girl who is "muaddaba" must never

interference is answering back.

answer back. Can she ever answer her husband back in the future?

Laila did not have tD.undBrgo the practice of excision of the clitoris,

not because her father is against it, but because he believes that it has come

to be legally banned. lfhsra is no lesgal evidence on this point, but it is

ed after the ‘Revolution. ef 1952 to

the belief of all parents that a law was pass




SYGthO ical I'melj cati ons of th h th
p. g 8 practice,. Mr. Mahmoud on th
- ' 8 other

Bonds would gled :
) g ly have had his daughter undergo the practice, at leasta
¥

to give himself a sort of psychological sense of peacefulness if he knows
that his daughter's sexual desire is reduced, to guarantee her chastity.
Dr. Nawal El Saadawy approaches this problem in her study of the woman in
Egyptian society and draws the readers' attention to the great importance
the Egyptian man lays on this practice to safeguard his honor which is re-
presented by his daughter(s) at the same time that this practice is more

of a traumatic experience to the female both physically and psychologically.

(19721, p. 11)

Nadia has to make sure that her daughter knows the right kind of
friends. "Adab" is the most important criterion for judgment here, and
the quality extends to cover clothing, deportment, way of talking, tone of
voice, and language. Once Nadia sees that one of her daughter's friends
is not "good,"” she tells her to bring their friendship to an end. She can-—

not accept at home anybody whose character may be doubtful for fear of a

bad influence on her daughter.
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CONCLUSTON

I had started thj
8d this research with the assumption that sex roles

are socially crea
ted. Because roles are sets of norms and norm
S are

rescriptions for 3
p behavior, BVery society assigns for each sex the role

appropriate behavior. With this assumption in mind, T chose to study
sex role differentiation among one group of people—namely the Egyptian

middle class, the issue under study therefore being: Is there any dif-

ferentiation with respect to sex in the attitude of parents towards the
socialization of children among this particular group? The assumption with
which I had started my research has thus served as a guideline throughout

the investigation. On the basis of the presentation mentioned above, the
conclusion can be made that in Egyptien middle class society, the parents
express attitudes with respect to socialization, implicit in which is the
preparation of members of each sex for one particular role. Sex roles and
personality are thus trained by society in general, and the family and

school in particular, through their insistence upon Sex appropriate language,
clothes, hairdress, gait, pitch and intonation of voice, play, recreation,
and work. Kluckhohn, like many others, believes that to this sex appropriate
behavior there is certainly no biological basis of sex-linked traits, but it
is dictated by the social outlook. (1968, p. 459)
TIn the Egyptian middle class, the boy is prepared for a role of

superiority in which the main attributes are dominance, aggressiveness,

- "
.IV. -
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audacity, adventurou .
sness, and independence. Qn the other h
er hand, the girl

{s socil aliz
s ed to be meek, submissive dependent
’ e

A subordi
to fill her future role asg e ’ nate, and nurturant
other,

I believe that this view is

much in accordance wi .
with the image of a woman as defined by Freud. H
. e Sees

the woman as inferior ildj
» Ghildish, helpless, with no possibility of happiness

less she ad :
un Justed to being man's passive object. Her true nature is

tually tha
ac Y t DF a happy Ser‘\."ant- The image D'F a woman as seen by member‘s

of the middle class in Egypt is much to the same view, the difference being
one of degree with respect to the various attributes Freud assigns the woman.
One need pause therefore before those who question the application of the
Freudian concept of femininity to women today, because though much of its
outward signs seem to have apparently changed, the image of the woman remains
the same at its core, with respect to certain groups of people. The middle

class of Egypt is one such group.

The reference to Freud is made here because most of the research on
the development of sex differences has been guided by Freudian—derived concepts.

The relevance of this research, however, is not so much with respect to sex

role differentiation as much as to the impact of this sex role differentiation

as occurring among this particular group——the middle class—-with its particular

value orientations. The members of the middle class in Egypt, in accordance

ir the views Of Kehl and Meyer, are mors liksly € function along traditional

lines. with the men dominant and freer of responsibility and the women more
]
likely to be tied to home and children. (1965, Pp- 207) I had started the re-

search with the assumption that the value orientation of this class includes

by A - __JJ
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traditionalism as a main COmponent

The results of
th
confirm this point. e research greatly

The middle g
class in Egypt still adheres to tradition-

alism as one sign of rg jinis
SDECtBblllt}"s which represents a majur valu : £
2 orienta-—

ion in the repertoi ;
tio pertoire of its members. This traditionalism is therefore

reflected in the rigid differentiation of the sexes

The T i
e Tact remains that members of this group are, according to

Abul Lughod, representative of the areas "in which both rural and tradi-

tional roots are fast being exchanged for the future promised by the

Revolution." (1964, p. 180) They represent the transitional group of
Egyptian society. The issue now is: those children who have been socialized
along traditional lines——how would their future be as adults? What kind of
relationship would exist between the two sexes as adults? What kind of

family 1ife will they lead? How much of the dynamics of the traditional

family will be in operation in these "new families?

ROLE CONFLICT:

The effect of modernization will naturally be more felt as the

years go by. There is enough evidence that the differences between the

sexes as to status and value are changing in the direction’ of greater equality.

One problem that is ]ikely to arise in this case is that of role conflict, as

a8 result of shifts in normsS in sex-related behavior. Such a problem will be

felt in the newer generation of the families under study—namely, those chil-

dren whose parents were interviewed.

n's values become less clearly masculine, in the traditional
8

As m
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ggnse, a&nd women's valugg
cnrraspundingly less feminine
L

- th
result is an increase in ambiguity e inevitable

When role prescr;

3 43 iptions tend

clearly traditional in their SR end to be
n’

they are quite clear and de-
fined for each of the sexes.

Bu i i
t in changing socisties, men traditionally,

isplay such i
display masculine behavior as befits their sex, while if they act in

le, kind .
gentle, » understanding, and sympathetic ways they may be accused of

behavior that is considered " Peminineg:® £ Tha fack thate thete arelssvaral

somewhat contradictory roles available for men in urbanized cultures does

make for role conflict. The more sharply defined sex-appropriate roles

are, the less the role conflict. (Lindgren, 1969, p. 174-175)

However difficult problems of role conflict are for men who have
been socialized along traditional lives, they are even more difficult for
women, especially if they go on with their education to attend university.
Carl Binger (1951] notes that women who choose to pursue their higher edu-
cation are confronted with a choice between marriage, a career, or some
combination of both. No matter how they resolve their choice, they are
likely to feel guilty or somewhat less than fulfilled. (E1 safty, 1972) These
are the problems that await the girls under study. These girls will feel the
need to follow the traditional ijnjunction of displaying behavior that is
nine and thus attracting a potential mate, in line with

traditionally femi

their parents’ attitudes, as expressed in the interviews, but at the same

time their friends and teachers expect them to go on to university in pre-

paration for a career, hence the role conflict.

a career at the expense of marriage, she is

If a woman chooses
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down upon in E yptian midd
100ked g iddle class soci t f
Bty as a sort o

1f she chooses to "drop out® "left over."

of .
1ty by friend SeieRionsea marry, she is made to feel
i y friends :
gul Y ] famll}‘, and tBaChBI‘S, because “E\ferytiﬂdy s . .
going to

jversity now, eve 3
un ) N girls, and why should she be any less?" If she attempts

o combine marriage wi .
t ge with a career, she is always in the position of feeling

is lettin :
she 1S g someone down. It is as though she is fighting on two fronts,

and on each front her work is only half-fulfilled. The problem is not the

same for men, because marriage and career are generally not perceived as

different choices, or as especially incompatible with each other.

The prospect that awaits the children under study therefore is one
in which there is the problem of role conflict. Lindgren believes that réle
conflict will occur in any situation in which two or more sets of expecta-
tions operate, and the usual result is some degree of tension and anxiety.

(1969, p. 175)

Role conflict represents but one aspect of what the future may hold
for the children under study. Further questions are raised in this respect.
However, they fall beyond the scope of this research, but they may well serve

|

as a starting point for further investigation.

CONTRADICTIONS IN SOCIALIZATION:

A point worthy of consideration here is the contradiction that arises

when the parents gocialize their daughter as a dependent person, and at the

same ti jnsist on her education, by virtue of the present value dominant in
me time

she is dependent insofar as she cannot do out unless accom-—

Egyptian society-.




d by a male member
of
her family and as she feels under th
e guardian-—

ship of these male members.

She i
is independent insofar as she goes to

and sarns money is n
aturelly a freer person than one who does not, because
3
r contributi : :
he ions to the family income give her the implied right to shar
snare

decision i
in ce s, about how it should be budgeted, Furthermore, the fact that

she has a job shows that she is able to support herself if the marriage

should be dissolved. 1In other words, the university education and then a

carger will normally give the woman a feeling of independence, contrary to
her socialization as a dependent female, hence the contradiction. (E1 Safty,

1974 )

Another contradiction arises when the male child is trained to
be independent. Independence is in fact a personality trait which is built
in the boy in the process of socialization. He goes out alone, he is his own
guardian in most cases, and the interference of the parents is very minimal

in his case. Yet when we look at the boy at home, we realize that he is

completely dependent. Outside the home, he can visit friends or visit

different places without any restriction on his freedom of movement. At

home, however, he is wholly dependent on the womenfolk. This is where the

latter are Seruing,nnurturant, and protective. This is their domain, their

f dependence 1is not at work.

world. This is where their quality ©




- 1156 -

g CHILDREN'S POINT OF VIEW

I believe it i
S necessary to mention that if any 1lssues of thi
gearch be carried f i .
= urther in investigation, it would seem highly feasibl
eas -8

nto CGHEi der‘ati on thg ch d ) h on
to akB i il ran ' 5 point o ViBW i my r
t . n Bsearc )

anging R 3
nthe Changing Role of the Egyptian Woman" I interviewed five mothers end

hters.
five daug ters The latter highlighted the results of the research because

they spoke about their self«coﬁoapt which was guite indicative of their

future role. Important to mention here is their insistence to rebel against
the passivity that characterizes their mothers, not to accept the status quo,
and never to fall victim to the "sense of oppression" from which their mothers
cuffered. (1974) When women accept the status quo, they imply a willingness
to grant more status to man. Such is a masculine-dominated culture. The
point of view of the daughters in the above-mentioned rgsearch, however, ex-—
pressed a strong unwillingness to grant more status to man. On the contrary,
they sought equality between the sexes and as such saw themselves &s eqgual

to men. The guestion that arises now is: if the self-concept of the daughters
denies tha.inferiority of their sex, at the same time that thelr socialization con-—

firms it, how can they function as adults in society? To what degree will their

self-concept be retained, as adults? To what degree will 1t be modified, once

they are confronted with & male-dominated society on the practical level?.

Likewise, what is the self-concept of the male children? TO what degree will

they retain, Or modify it in their later 1ife? Further still, what kind of
y

relationship can exist between the two sexes as 8 result? The children's,

point of view 18 therefore, &n important dimension to be taken into considera-
]

tion if a complete picture is desired.

T I | |
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[NTER-SEX_HOSTILITY .

I V i !
IE RBlB ant in PUrsulr 1g thE later' adjustmant of the children under
“d sac i i i
St }" L] 1S partlcu-iar sex role vis vis the o
h tD h -8 h ther sex 3 is the

| degree of hostility bet
| ween the two sexas. Lindgren believes that it has

' gen traditional to
| b to have a degree of hostility and even some aggressiveness

en boy a i
betwe y and girl subcultures, particularly during the pre-adolescent

jod of d
period of development. (1969) If we assume that this hostility already

exists among the group under study, being as they are in the pre-adolescent
period, we may wonder if this hostility be channelled along other lines. It
is among the values of the middle class, according to Lindgren, that every
offort is made to channel hostility into more constructive (or at least
socially acceptable) forms of behavior, such as competitiveness, sports,

and games (1969). The question now is: this intersex hostility which
characterizes the pre-adolescent boy-girl relations—-will it die out during
later years, Or will it be apparently repressed while in reality it still
operates beneath the surface, somehow affecting man—woman relationship? The

interviewees in this research showed none of this inter-—sex hostility, save

in a few exceptional CasSes, and the interviewees represent the group that

has been socialized in the traditional way. But their children, though

J having been socialized in the traditional way, stand midway between this

traditional sgcializatiﬂﬂ and the prospeots of a more modern future. My own

speculations are to the pelief that inter—-sex hostility will cease to be, as

the barriers that limit or inhibit interaction between the two sexes will

d or weakened a@s more equality petween the sexes is ap-

evidently be lowere

proached.
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I n r n h i h g ussion

£ the modern world i
g as a sign of their growing independence. Girls there-

declar
fore ce e war on men to prove that they are independent of them. They

t e
refuse tO get married—in fact, they refuse to be themselves down to any

T ; :
man, but run away from marriage life to live in a world of indspendence

which each of them builds for herself. The article goes on to say that

cuch a phenomenon is definitely a threat to tne role of women in society,
as it leads to a reckless denial of human feelings &s apparent by the attitude
of the females. The reaction on the part of the males will naturally be very

strong and the result is interssx hostility among men and women.

Psychologists believe that the cry for equality that women raise
nowadays is not helped by such extreme attitudes. On the contrary, these
attitudss are detrimental to all feminist movements, because these movements

have among their supporters a good number of females who believe that men are

monsters who deny the woman every human right. Psychologists, therefore,

helieve that the feminists have to be careful of these females who express

great hostility towards men by showing them as monsters and conseqguently refuse

to marry. Inhese females have €O be given the right advice and guidance by which

they can act as normal individuals. Although such guidance would not be feasible

on the practical jevel, it is worth the trouble because it wugld in this way re-

position &8 the "active half of society" beside the man.

store the woman to her

h work 1S gvidently peyond evaluation.

The fruit of suc
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rt 0 aﬂy Bmale at
f ! h ]'. of f Balll g

) her gart inst i n
t h ead of this growl af hUstility which is contradictory t
d of th (u} O

her true nature as .
& woman. In this way, the woman can be placed in her

ural positi ] i
nat s} ion as a vital agent in building the family which is the

of i i
basis society i.e., she can then fill her role as mother by virtue of

her being married.

f‘
If the female goes on to feel hostile towards the man, the con-
sequences on the social level would normally lead to the break-down of the

family, as normally no families would be formed. On the psychological

level, her hostility would extend to include her outlook towards life and

her self-concept as well. (Al Akhbar, Oct. 1975, p. 5)

However, I doubt that this hostility on the part of females would
operate in middle-class Egyptian society to the degres that would make the
female refuse to marry. In this class, the girl has been socialized into

a culture which considers that marriage is the utmost aim of the girl., It

preceeds all other aims. No matter how much she seeks her independence, she

does not refuse the prospect of "a secure home with the husband and children.”

Neither the values nor the expectations of the middle class can uphold the

idea of an unmarried female who 1S beyond the age of marriage. The chances

are that such & female would be cither looked down upon as an old maid or

ostracized as unchaste.

The points raised in this section serve the function of posing

investigation. 1 have made certain specula-

certain guestions for further

_ | - - _
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~t Gf ar ly emalB a h m
[ ‘; |, I h i:]‘ f eBlll 10

to her heart instead :
of this growing hostility which is contradictory t
a]

her true nature as a i
woman. In this way, the woman caen be placed in her

. :
natural position as a vital agent in building the family which is th
e

f i i
basis of society 1.e., she can then fill her role as mother by virtue of

| her being married.

If the female goes on to feel hostile towards the man, the con-—

sequences on the social level would normally lead to the break-down of the

family, as normally no families would be formed. On the psychological

level, her hostility would extend to include her outlook towards life and

her self-concept as well. (Al Akhbar, Oct. 1975, P. 5)

However, I doubt that this hostility on the part of females would
operate in middle—-class Egyptian society to the degree that would make the
female refuse to marry. In this class, the girl has been socialized into
a culture which considers that marriage is the utmost aim of the gird. IL
preceeds all other aims. No matter how much she seeks her independence, she

does not refuse the prospect of "a secure home with the husband and children."

Neither the values nor the expectations of the middle class can uphold the

idea of an unmarried female who is beyond the age of marriege. The chances

are that such & female would be either looked down upon as an old maid or

ostracized as unchaste.

The points raised in this section serve the function of posing

certain questions for further investigation. I have made certain specuias
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¢gions in some respect, but they ar
& no more than s
peculations. Yet

r main concern ]
thei is the children of the parents who were interviewed
erviewe
. these chi ’
. pecauss ildren are the ones who are moving towards th d
S 8 modsrn

| family while they are strongly held by roots of traditionali
| SM.

SUMMARY

I started this research with the assumption that members of the
Egyptian middle class express attitudes of sex differentiatibn with respect
to the socialization of their children. I chose to interview gight families
which I selected from the criteria I set for "middle class." I depended on
interviews for my data. Each parent in eaéh family was interviewed separately.
The interviews did not follow a structured type, but they were left open.
They were, however, based on particular issues which appear in the appendix

in the form of questions that serve as guidelines for the interviews.

The results of the interviews revealed & discrimination along sex

lines among the parents of this group with respect to their children. These

parents prepare their children, each for a role befitting his/her sex. 1 chose

to present these results categoﬁ}zad under separate themes, according to the

. categorization of the questions in the appendix. The responses of each parent

were discussed separately under each theme. From these results I came out

with an ideal type family which represents the typical way of socialization

s members, &8s jnferred from the attitudes the parents -

among the middle clas
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' ) ; :

xpressed. T is family has two children, a boy and a girl. Each i
. ach one is

thersfore being soclalized clearly along sex lines

Th i
e research finally raises certain issues for further study.

chief among these 1s the role conflict that is likely to be detected in

the children of the families under study when they become edults, by virtue

of the fact that the group under study represents the transitional group of
society which is fast moving towards equality between the sexes, hence the .
role conflict. Another issue which is worthy of further consideration is

the inter-sex hostility that is also likely to result among the children of
this group in their future lives. For thess and other reasons, 1 suggest

that if this research be pursued, the children's point of view be taken

into consideration, significant it will be in this respect.




|
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APPENDTX

the D i
egree to which the Child Mixes with Others:

1.a.

bu

Do you allow
your d . :
other sex? aughter to mix with children of the

Do you allow you
= - . ~
i Y son to mix with children of the other

Does she have friends of the same sex?

her to have friends? Do you encourage

Does he have friends of the same sex”?

i Do yo
him to have friends? you encourage

Do you allow her to visit her girl friends at home?
alone or in your company?

Do you allow him to visit his friends at home? alone
or in another person's company?

Do you allow her +o bring her friends at home?

Do you allow him to bring his friends at home?

If her friends are allowed to come at home, does she meet
them in privecy or do they mix freely with members of the
household, especially those of the other sex?

If his friends come, does he meet them in privacy or do
they mix freely with members of the household - especially
those of the other sex?

Ts she & member of a club?

TIs he & member’ of a club?

Does she practice any form of social activity? (e.g.
sports)? What kind?

Does he practice any form of social activity? (e.g. boy
scout)? What kind?




10.a.
bl

SEGREGATION:

11.a.
b.

12.a.

SEX EDUCATION

13.a.

14 .a.

What kind of edu -
Public? cation

do you give her? Foreign?

What kind of education

Public? do you give him?

Foreign?

Would you allow her to have co-education?

Why not? Why or
Would vo 1
- nci?u allow him to have co-education? Why or

How much stress do you lay on her success at school?

How much stress do you lay on his success at school?
More or less than his sister? Why?

Does she have a separate room in the house?

Does he have a separate room in the house?

Do you allow her to change her clothes in front of her
father? brothers? (any members of the other sex in the
household)?

Do you allow him to change his clothes in front of members
of the other sex?

Do you allow her to

ive her any sex education? _
s / magazines, friends,

have it from any other source -— books,
elders? .
Do you give him any sex education? Do you allow him to
have it from any other source?

Do you accept that your daughter be kissed by adults of the
other sex? Why or why not?

Do you accept that your son be kissed by adults of the other

sex? Why or why not?
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EEEE}EISIDN AND Eﬁg;g;QNIDF TH

15.a.

b-

o JHE CLITORIS:

Did you have h . 3
er clitoris ]
If yes, at what age? exclsed? Why or Why not?

Did you have him cj ‘
ircumcized?
yes, at what age? ed? Why or Why not? If

MENSTRUATION AND REACHING PUBERTY:

16.a.

INDEPENDENCE ¢

17 .a.

18.a.

CLOTHES:

19.a.

HOUSEWORK ¢

20.a.

When she menstruates - will you make further restric-

tions on her? Goin 0
* g out alone? mixin ith
of the other sex? g with members

When he reaches puberty — will you make any restric-
tions on him?

How does she go to school? By school bus? Does any-
body accompany her?

How does he go to school? alone or accompanied by
someone?

Would you allow her to use public means of transporta-
tion alone? (Buses, cabs, trains?)

would you allow him to use public means of transporta-
tion alone? (Buses, cabs, trains?)

Do you make any restrictions on her clothes? e.g. short
dresses? Does she choose her own clothes?

Do you make any restrictions on his clothes? Does he
have any share in choosing his own clothes?

i he housework? What
t your daughter help wztﬁ t :
iinzus zishiashing, laundry, setting the table, cleaning,

kitchen work? |
Do you let him help with the housework? What kind?




HOBBIES AND INTERESTS:

21.a.
b.

22.a.

23.a.

24 .a.

25.a.

Does she have a hobby? What is it?

Does he have a hobby? What is it?

What kind of toys do you usually buy for her?
What kind of toys do you usually buy for him?

What kind of toys (games) does she actually
like to play with?

What kind of toys (games) does he actually like
to play with?

What kind of books does she like to read? films
she likes to see? Do you allow her to read or
see what she wants?

What kind of books does he like to read? films
he likes to see? Do you allow him to read or see
what he wants?

Have you any plans for her future? Marriage?
A job?

Have you any plans for his future? Marriage?
A job?

PARENTAL CARE AND ATTENTION:

26.8.

bl

27.8.
bl

28.a.

Do you give her the same care as her brother? 1In
terms of time? Why or Why not?

po you give him the same care as his sister? 1In
terms of time? more? less? Why or Why not?

Do you give her the same pocket money as her brother?

Do you give him the same pocket money as his sister?
more? less? why?

If she has something confidential — does she say it
to her father or mother?

If he has something confidential - does he say 3ot
to his father or mother?
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29.a. Who has the bj
igger shar :
The hijisbands S wifa?e in caring for your daughter?

Who has the bi
ggsr share i :
The husband? The wiFB?E *h caring for your son?

OBEDIENCE:

30.a. Do you encourage her to fi

ht ba i : :
you? with her brother(s)?g B dn dealihgivlth

any outsider?

Do you encourage him to fi
. : ight back in deali
you? with his Sister(s)? apy GUtSideria ing with

bn

31.a. Do you require from her strict obedience? to you

only? to her other parent? To her brother(s)? To
elder people in general?

b. Do you require from him strict obedience? to you
: only? to his other parent? To his sister(s)? To
elder people in general?

nADAB" &

32.a. How much consideration do you lay on politeness or
"adab" with respect to your daughter? Within the
family circle only? outside it? In attitude only?
Behavior only? or both?

b. How much consideration do you lay on his "adab"?
within the family circle only? outside it?2 In
attitude only? Behavior only? or both? More than
his sister? Less? Why?

33.a. Do you ever implant in her ideas of chastity? How?

b. Do you ever give him advice as to his future sexual
behavior in terms of chastity? How?

DISCIPLINE:

34.a. What kind of sanctions do you use with her? physical
or otherwise?

b. What kind of sanctions do you use with him? physical
or otherwise?




RESPONSIBILITY

NURTURANCE :

HOMDSEXUALITY :
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When do you use these sa )
of behavior? nctions? For which kind

When do you use these sanctions?
s7
of bshavior? For which kind

Who does this disciplining? Father? Mother?
Who does this disciplining? Father? Mother?

Do you make her understand that she is the only
one responsible for her behavior or that mals
members of the family are responsible for her?
(especially in terms of wrong doing?)

Do you make him undsrstand that hes is responsible
for his behavior only or for that of other female
members of his family, too?

Do you make her feel responsible for her brother
in terms of caretaking?

Do you make him feel responsible for his sister
in terms of caretaking?

What if you know that your son has homosexual ?andsncies?
Will you punish him? How will you fesl about it?

1 tendencies?
if you know that she has homosexua
ﬁgztwillyyou feel about it? How will you punish her?




adab
awygh
aib
szwah
galabiya

habara

haram

hégab
mu'addab
mu'addaba
muazzaf
muazzafin
gehwa baladi
shara'

tarha

Thanawsyya Amma
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GLOSSARY

good behavior
private parts
improper
solidarity, support
Arab garment

garment which covers the whole
body from head to toe, but no
longer in use in Egypt.

womanfolk

amulet

well-beshaved (mals)
well-behaved (femals)
government official (singular)
government officials (plural)
traditional coffee houses
religious law

head cover

Secondary School Certificatse
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