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REPORT ON M.A. 7THESIS BY WAFAA RIZKALLAB

I

This thesis =
jethod and is a pleasur
emonstrates ‘a 8rasp o
:gnificant secondary I
gfamiliar material. Tk

s bvresented with truly »rcfessional skill and
e to read. As the H.a. level denmands, it
£ the relevant bibliograrzhy, summar:ses the
terature and presemts it cutline form a body of
apprendices are a mnodel cf order and clarity.

0

So far, sc go

0
«

Wwhere the thesis veers off course, in nmy

>inion, is in .the incrdinately long and <hus disproportionate
sace allocated to the rexelling cf the very fam:i:ar Kalila wa Dimna
cories. Individually szert as these stories a-e, there are scores of
jem, and this means tZzZat, even when they are retold in abbreviated
srm, they take up the t<on’s share (!) of the Thesis - Chapgter Tuwo,
iges 17-80. This de2s seem to me a rather soaft cotion to take. It
tans that there is not really enough room to <ackle in appropriate
'tail such guestions as tae drovenance of the mantscript (this can, in
r view, best be done by a2 close investigation of diagnostic details of
rchitecture and perhaps <cstume); its milieu (2= arza2lysis promised but
't delivered by Chapter One); the exact relatizsnship between this
inuscript and the Pierzcz==< Horgan fragment (1l have <he impression that

s llinkwast inots osted<ad in depthl)s the rate of ‘Tllustraticn in
ymparison with other >resumably contemperary manuscriots, both
i1slim and Christian (e.g. the Schefer Hariri and <+=e various Ceptic and
rriac Gospelss; this migkt have heloed uitk proveazapce); and the value
i later cycles in expla:ining the selection of subiect matter in this
je (a topic treated only glancingly here, whick means that the reason
2y Scme scenes are ngt ssiected for illustraticn is not considered).
5o many o©f the paiptiogs themselves ars trezted to oOne—sentence
pferences, which is really enoughk to »ut over their distinctive
lavour. Meny details i te comaent (e.g. the deriction of Shaitan anc
S spources or parzallels; arallels for the placing of the frontispiece,
nd for the use of plants :n it; and the evidepce of the manuscript on
BociailN customs™ ‘and  Ttyres of constructions®).
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I do not want t= igpressioc here. Chapters Three
1)

50 MRV SRIENECT S S e < I , do til= at some of these
ssues. And these chapters show ar impressive fam:liarity with other
tnuscripts, both Christiazz and Huslirp. Thus the :=dividual details of,
Ly, costume, architecture, setting, landscape, f:igural tyvres and 8o on
‘e all related to parailel mazerial. Moreover, the author (though
iten prone to paraphrase large slabs cf the work of other scholars, as
3 revealed by the footnctes - Hoffman, Buchthal, =ant, Keith-Falconer)
$ not afraid to disagzTe witk scme cf the gurus of the field.
rvertheless, the question of provenance - Egypt cr Syria? - is not
>nfronted in satisfactory <ashion, and indeed the author (though aware
! some of the the contradictory evidence [to whick should be added the
¢ of the Coptic Damietta =s as evidence of a Syrian origin!l) does not
*t off the fence. And tha< gquesticn of provenaace :s crucial.

+he thesis is like the curate's egg: good in
t is very goocd; seldom nave I encountered an
o clearly spells out what has been done and

grade it top 2.27 too mncritical for 2a Za e

. AL n A et hiemit

SR snes it iisiisoods s
tA-/M.Litt. thesis whick s
FAT rewains to do. I woulid
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