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second that of the Christian calendar, e.g. 341/952 = 341 AH and 952
AD.

When mentioning the centuries, in most instances only the Christian one

is quoted, for the purposes of brevity. Therefore, when the "tenth

century" is mentioned, it is roughly equivalent to the fourth century
AH.
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ABSTRACT

‘Abbasid lustre wares in the Egyptian context have long been referred to
and categorised as pre-Tulunid, Tulunid and Ikhshidid; an understandable
terminology that entered the literature when "Ali Bahgat and his
colleagues were establishing the chronological sequences for the
artefacts in the then Arab Museum in the early 1900s. They seemingly
measured wares of varied gualities with the historical success of each
period, thus fine wares were attributed to the Tulunids, relatively good

quality ones to the Ikhshidids and the least decorative to the
pre-Tulunid period.

This nomenclature was used into the 1960s, when it began to be
questioned by Scanlon and his colleagues in their excavation reports on
their work at Fustat. The diagnostic yellowish, compact, untempered
body was recognised as an Iraqgi import. Subsequent scientific analysis
demonstrated that similar wares from other sites in the Dar al Islam had

a common fabric. Basrah has now been conclusively proven to be the site
of manufacture for this ware.

Using this information, this thesis explores the current state of
knowledge on these early Islamic wares, and traces the historical
d?VElODment of ‘'Abassid Egypt, and contemporary trade through ceramic
finds. Various collections with a known Egyptian provenance were

studied to demonstrate both the uniformity of the body and the design
repertoire.




INTRODUCTION

The subject of the so-called "Samarra horizon"! is a highly emotive
ijssue and one that is of necessity raised with each new excavation in
ninth and tenth century Islamic occupation levels. The German

excavations at Samarra before 1914 and the subsequent publication of the
ceramic finds? , has been frustrated by the lack of a final excavation
report, and the seeming lack of stratigraphy.

Subsequent scholars reporting on the subject®, and similar finds from
other sites?*, assumed a fixed chronology, by virtue of the caliphal
occupation being known to cover the period 221/836-269/883. A
chronology by colour and design was quickly established by Kuhnel?,
which was complemented by the accepted dating of polychrome and bichrome
lustred tiles in the mihrab of the Great Mosque in Qairawan, present-day
Tunisia®, as being 247/861-2, which suggested a dating of circa 860 for
the introduction of bichrome lustre.? It was not until Dr G.C. Miles®
published an article in 1954, revealing that the Samarra mint continued
in production until 341/952, that scholars seriously began to doubt the
value of the assumed fixed chronology for the type site.? More recent
work by a British team at Samarra confirms this continued occupation.!?

Islamic levels on Egyptian sites have revealed considerable gquantities
of sherds included in the Samarra horizon. Indeed, it is one of those
curiosities of research that Koechlin!! first recognised these so-called
Samarra lustre sherds at Fustat in 1889; he appreciated that they
differed in both design and body from Fatimid lustre wares. The
following year he found an identical ware in a collection from Fustat in
the Victoria and Albert Museum, London, and no manufacturing provenance
Was assigned until the Samarra excavations. Vignier, who reported
Koechlin's comments, along with Koechlin himself,!'? preferred Rayy, as
pe recognised that the wares his brother was excavating there were also
ldentical. Subsequently a local manufacture for many of these sherds
found in Egypt has been assumed,!?® and it is the purpose of this

thesis to demonstrate that in the case of the lustre wares this is
erroneous. An Iragi manufacture is proposed, and in consequence it
Seems appropriate to include a discussion on trade, demonstrating the
exXtent of contemporary communications.

The Chinese influence on the shapes of these wares has always been
accepted, but lack of precise knowledge on the Chinese kiln sites has
lead to some misleading conclusions. In the light of recent
research, it is hoped to clarify the situation, and a section on this
aspect will be included.




such a study cannot ignore the history of the period, or the
contemporaneous state organisation. These will be investigated, and
followed by a thorough examination of the ceramics. Before the Egyptian
finds are discussed, the history of the relevant sites will be outlined.
A special emphasis will be placed on the recent scientific
investigations at Fustat.

In addition to a study of the collections in the Islamic Museum and
Cairo University, visits were made to the Victoria and Albert, British
and Ashmolean Museums. The appendices will include a catalogue of those
pieces considered relevant to the discussion.

This study will not explore the iconography or decoration; the diversity
of motifs has been well catalogued and illustrated by Dr Philon!“ and
the numerous articles on the iconography demonstrate how difficult it is
to assess both convincingly and categorically.!® Such studies are too
conjectural, and lack the necessary documentary support.
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NOTES TO INTRODUCTION

D. Whitehouse: "Islamic glazed pottery in Irag and the Persian
Gulf: the ninth and tenth centuries", Annali Napoli 39, NS XXIX
(1979): p. 45, viz. "...scholars believed that the pottery
published by Sarre (see note 2 below) belonged exclusively

to the period from 836 to 883 and provided the type-fossils

of a ninth century "Samarra horizon", which could be used to
date sites and stray finds elsewhere in the Middle East."
These are both Islamic and Chinese wares: Islamic - white
glazed pots and tiles (plain, lustred or painted with cobalt
blue); colourless glazes splashed or mottled with green and
vyellow brown; sgraffiato; and a far higher proportion of
unglazed earthenwares. Chinese - T'ang white wares, some of
which are splashed sancai or three colour wares.

F. Sarre: Ausgrabungen von Samarra II: Die Keramik von Samarra,
(Berlin, 1925).

Directorate General of Antiquities, Iraq: Hafriyyat Samarra
1936-39 2 vols, (Baghdad, 1940).

See H. Philon: Early Islamic Ceramics, (London, 1980): p. 63,
notes 6 and 7 and M. Tampoe: Maritime Trade Between China and
the West (Oxford, 1989): 105-116 for a listing of the more
recently investigated sites, for an indication of the wide
distribution.

E. Kihnel: "Die Abbasidischen lusterfayencen". AI I (1934):
1LI523 .

G. Marcais: Les Faiences a Réflets Métalliques de la Grande
Mosquée de Kairouan, (Paris, 1928): p. 10.

A. Lane EIP: p. 15.
G.C. Miles: "The Samarra mint", A0 I (1954): 187-91.

D. Whitehouse: op. cit. p. 46.
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Susa", Eastern Art Quarterly I.1 (July 1928): 5.

A. Bahgat and F. Massoul: La Céramique Musulmane de 1 'Egypte,
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Chapter One

EGYPT IN THE NINTH CENTURY
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\ Introduction

Any study of the early Islamic period is partially sconjectural , for
although there are abundant historical sources, few of them are
contemporary. Towards the middle of the ninth century the picture 1is
clarified, with an increased number of sources, factual chronicles and
geographical routing reports made for the government. Before exploring,
and sifting through the fact and fiction written about Egypt, it is
essential to understand the nature of “Abbasid rule, and what stage of
its development and decline it had reached at this period.

The ‘Abbasid Revolution

For many years historians interpreted the so-called ‘Abbasid revolution
as a largely Persian affair,! inspired by dissentient Shi'ites who never
forgave the wrong that the Umayyads had perpetrated against 'Ali and
Husayn. However, more recently Lassner has convincingly demonstrated
that it was a purely Arab affair, and that all those in Khurasan had
maintained their Arab identity, while having leanings towards Shi ism.?
Crone supports his views, generalising that "the non-Arab converts were
the representatives of the two empires which the Arabs had respectively
truncated and destroyed ...... they signally failed to direct the
political evolution of their conquerors; just as the Arab conquerors
contrived to keep up their fixation on the tribal past, so the non-Arab
converts remained in the position of mere clients to the Arab tribes."?

Converts were indubitably second class citizens throughout the Umayyad
period.

' The Umayyads, with their efficient and aggressive fiscal policy had
almost denuded the land, encouraging the rural population to flee to the
New towns, to avoid taxation.?® One way of receiving pardon for this

evasion was to join the army. In consequence there were inevitably many
Persians in the army. |

Tgwards the middle of the eighth century there was increasing
dissatisfaction with Umayyad rule. The majority of the population in
Irag had converted to Shi'ism, and were now opposed to Syrian rule
on religious grounds.? Strict Sunni pietists opposed the luxury and
debauchery of the Syrian court. The ‘Abbasids harnessed




this opposition for their own purposes. Being descendants of one of the
Prophet's uncles, 'Abbas, their Hashimite lineage satisfied the Shi'ah
elements. They centred themselves in a small village called

al-Humaymah, to the south of the Dead Sea.® Their proximity to both
caravan and pilgrimage routes facilitated communications for their
propaganda machine. The actual revolution occurred in Ramadan 127/May-
June 747, when the “Abbasid agent in Khurasan, Abu-Muslim, unfurled the
black banner and entered Merv.? Progress was slow: al-Kufah did not fall
until 132/749, where the first ‘Abbasid caliph was installed on 30
October.® Damascus fell in 132/750, and Marwan II was caught and

killed on 5 August at Busir in Egypt.®

A new era or dawlah began, and the centre of the Dar al-Islam shifted
from Syria to Irag. There was a strong Persian element, with the
RKhurasanians forming the caliphal bodyguard, and an inherited Persian
administration; the Arabian aristocracy was gradually "replaced by a
hierarchy of officers drawn from the whole gamut of nationalities under
the caliphate."!? The key to the rapid expansion of the bureaucracy was
an elaborate espionage system known as the barid.!! This was a system of
staging posts, between fixed routes which were policed; this system was
augmented by well-trained carrier pigeons.!2? Maqrizi (766-845/1364-1442)
emphasises the efficiency of this system by citing: "The ruler at
Baghdad once sent a shoe to Ibn Tulun in Egypt which came from the house
of his mistress, the very existence of whom none but his intimate
friends knew."!3? The post was so crucial to the caliphate, that only
favourites were awarded the honour of its office.t4

The ‘Abbasid Empire

As }ong as the caliphs had a cause to fight, and could legitimately head
their armies, there was no need for a political rationale. Now that
they headed a vast administration it was necessary to give meaning to
their rule for political expedience.!3 By the ninth century the Islamic
world had reached the dawn of its renaissance, with men of letters being
attracted to the cities, and the caliphal families and governors of
Provinces establishing their fine libraries. It is thanks to these
Patrons that the Arab histories were initiated. But it was impossible
for the ‘Abbasids to steer a straight course through this age of
reasoning, due to the underlying religious wrangling. They could not
make themselves acceptable to Sunni and Shi‘'a alike once they had lost
their common cause. The discontent that resulted was reflected in
numerous disturbances throughout the empire.!®
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The ninth century witnessed a gradual decline in the “Abbasid caliphate
due to their increasing dependence on Turkish and other foreign slave
labour, in both the administration and the military. The caliphs became
mere puppets in the hands of their non-Arab administrators. The
military maintained its Arab identity until the reign of Mu tasim
(218/833 - 227/842), when he added a new division of Turks, originally
his slaves, from Farghanah and other regions of Central Asia.!? It is
well known that these troops so terrorised the inhabitants of Baghdad,
that in 221/836 Mu tasim was obliged to move them and the whole
government machinery to the newly-founded capital at Samarra. His
grandiose plan was to keep both the slaves, their specially imported
wives and their descendants within the state.!® By the 240s/860s

these former Turkish slaves held most of the principal civil posts.

The religious crisis most pertinent to this thesis is that of the Zanj
revolt in Basra; its effects on Egypt will be discussed below. The
principal source is Tabari (d. 310/923),!° who claims in his Ta'rikh
al-Rusul wa'l-Muluk2® that their long-lasting revolt, which started on 7
Ramadhan 255/868 and was finally crushed in 273/883, crippled trade and
industry. Little is known of this group, except that their leader,
known as al-Burqu'i (the veiled) was assisted by Rashid Qurmati

(possibly a Qarmat), a miller and a lemonade seller, and the African
slaves swore an oath of allegiance in the Qarmat fashion of several
years later.2! These slaves had been imported to clear the marshes, and

ha§ been grouped in gangs of between 500 - 5,000 labourers, housed in
animal pens and rendered totally helpless. Their brushes with Islam
taught them that they had certain rights. Their cause was supported by
the Banu Tamim, one of the five main Arab tribes of Basrah. It is

tempting to draw parallels with the Qarmat, or ‘Abu Sa'idis of Bahrayn,
who de Blois has demonstrated were rich, benevolent Ismaili

landowners.22 Both groups apparently sacked Basrah (Zanj for three days,
and the Qarmat for 17 days)2® and then controlled its customs posts and
tradg outlets. Tabari's claim that the Zanj destroyed Basrah's trade
and industry should probably be interpreted as being that the ‘Abbasid
state treasuries lost the benefit of them; indeed it is intended herein
to‘demonstrate that Basrah flourished in the ninth and tenth centuries.
Ya ngi (d. 284/897), who wrote about this time described Basrah as "la
prgmlére ville du monde, le centre commercial et riche par excellence"
(Wiet's translation24), which would hardly be the description of a city
devastated by rebellion. Sadly there is a lacuna in the manuscript
where he would have elaborated on her trade and industry. However,

there are many other sources, which will be discussed at length in the
next chapter.




Egypt Under the ‘Abbasids

The Romans were the first to appreciate Egypt's agricultural value, and
up until the Arab invasions, it had been the granary of first Rome and
then Byzantium. The fertile waters of the Nile provided both food and
taxable income for whosoever controlled them. It was also a conduit
for Nubian gold, ivory and African slaves, and thus vital to any
imperial economy.

The first century of 'Abbasid power (132/750 -254/868) in Egypt was
largely ignored by historians until two studies emerged in the 1970s.25
Dunn cites Maqrizi as his source for indicating that this was precisely
the period that Islam spread into the countryside. He based his study
on events in the Nile Delta, and concluded that the Islamicisation
occurred in Egypt not through any active government policy, but as a
result of their failing to control dissident elements. In answer to the
Coptic resistance that they encountered, they brought in more Arab
tribes, who held the real power. Financial and legal disabilities also
encouraged conversion. The ‘Abbasid government's greatest failure was
in not centralising their authority in Egypt itself.26 It would appear
to have been divided into several provinces, all independently
answerable to the capital.

The "Abbasid army first entered Egypt in 132/750 in the wake of Marwan
II's desperate attempt to flee. As a foil to the enemy, Marwan had
o?dered Fustat to be set on fire.2?7 Egypt's finances were in total
disarray. After all the necessary deductions were made in the first
Year of ‘Abbasid rule, only 200,000 dinars were sent to Baghdad.Z® The
following years were punctuated with low floods, which meant the land
taxes could not be collected, and the people suffered years of famine.
In addition, the administration was hampered by a succession of
governors.29 In the first 118 years of ‘Abbasid rule there were 67
governors. Real power lay with the military. During the civil war
which ensued after the death of Harun al-Rashid, anarchy prevailed in
Egypt: the army supported Ma'mun and the Hawfi tribes in the Delta
Supported Amin, and they were thus drawn into the imperial conflict.3°¢
The disruption was not quelled until 208/823, when Ma'mun sent ‘Abd
Allah b. Tahir. As a reward Tahir was granted Egypt as an appanage or
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fief: he appointed ‘Isa b. Yazid as governor, sc effectively the control
of Egypt had been bequeathed by the caliphate to an individual courtier,
thus establishing a precedent. In 214/829 Ma mun transferred Egypt to
his heir apparent, al-Mu tasim. ‘Isa b. Yazid was confirmed as
governor, but an independent chief of finances was appointed. The
troubles continued: these were religious and tax-related squabbles
amongst the Arabs, any Coptic resistance having been largely depleted.
Egypt became a thorn in the imperial crown, which Baghdad never fully
appreciated until it was too late.

Ahmad Ibn Tulun

Ahmad ibn Tulun's story is well-known,?®! and for the purposes of this
thesis it is only necessary to emphasise the salient points. Creswell
cites Ya'qubi's description of Samarra in his Buldan, and suggests that
the strict separation of the Turks in Samarra would have made the second
generation more 'Abassid than the 'Abassids themselves. Although Ahmed
ibn Tulun was not born in Samarra, he would have moved there as a baby,
gnd_thus have been wholly influenced by it. Creswell suggests that it
1s 1nevitable that Ibn Tulun would have desired everything obtainable at
the Iragi court, to the point of importing an Iraqgi architect for his
grandiose building programme.32 Maqrizi relates that Ibn Tulun's palace
entrance had a triple doorway replicating that of al-Mutawakkil at
Samgrra.33 Although Creswell was not able to do more than record the
varlogs restorations of the minaret, Mugaddasi in the tenth century
describes’ it as having an exterior staircase, and it is very tempting to
Vlisualise one of Samarra's helicoidal minarets.®4 With this obsession to
emul§te "Abbasid taste and fashion, he would undoubtedly have imported
furnishings and luxury articles from wherever the 'Abbasid court sought
?hem: and continued to manufacture those luxury items that had been
imported from Egypt. Certainly no reference was found in the primary
Sources alluding to the manufacture of luxury ceramic wares in Egypt.
Afte; Pézard®® and Bahgat's®® seminal works on Islamic pottery and
attributions of lustre wares "excavated" in Egypt without any scientific
context, or evidence of local manufacture, such categories as Tulunid
and Ikhshidid wares entered the literature without references. A gross
assumption thus became an accepted fact.
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If one analyses Ibn Tulun's career, one appreciates that he had an
uncanny knack of avoiding court intrigue by not being present during
political crises or incidents. After a thorough military training and
religious education, as befitted the son of a court chamberlain, he went
to Tarsus on the pretext of continuing his religious studies.®7 As
Hassan indicates, Tarsus was the ‘Abbasid outpost in Asia Minor, a
strong military garrison, constantly engaged with the Byzantine armies,
which gave political justification for maintaining a standing army. It
is inconceivable that Ibn Tulun was not involved in some form of
military activity or espionage for the court. At the same time he
avoided both al-Mutawakkil's and al-Muntasir's murders in 247/861,
returning in 248/862 once al-Musta'in was firmly in power. From this
time forward the caliphs were true puppets of the Turkish courtiers, and
Ibn Tulun and his mother gained increasing power through strategic
marriages.

When al-Musta'in was deposed in 252/866, Ibn Tulun accompanied him in
his exile to the holy cities, and he managed to escape being implicated
in the ex-Caliph's murder. Two years later his stepfather Bayakbak
granted him the governorship of Fustat. His benefactor's downfall
seemed to increase his power, and by 257/870 Ibn Tulun had the
governorship of all Egypt conferred on him by his father-in-law Yarjukh.
He.did not succeed in gaining control of the finances until 258/871-2.
This was formally conferred by the Caliph al Mu'tamid: "Ibn Said adds
that the letter of appointment which was brought to Ibn Tulun by a
personal servant, khadir, of the Caliph al-Mu'tamid, was witnessed by
two respected judges, one from Wasit, the other one from the marshes.'"3®
Once again one notes a striving for legitimacy. Grabar concludes that
both the coins and the tiraz emphasise Ibn Tulun's concern for legality
towards the caliphate. He justified his building expenditure on his
Grgat_Mosque by announcing a chance find of treasure. It is probably no
colncidence that this was the year (259/873) he refused to send tribute
t? the caliph,%? yet he thought it necessary to conceal the source of
finance for his grandiose project. Even the foundation inscription

qubar sees as "unusually religious in nature", with its emphasis on the
Jihad.4q0

Ibg ?ulun's jihad took him into Syria in 264/877, on the pretext of
gaining a road through to Tarsus to attack the Christians. It is no
colncidence that the Zanj had reached Wasit by this stage in their
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rebellion and the caliphal armies were receiving one humiliating defeat
after another. Only his son ‘Abbas' revolt prevented him from
continuing his campaign. 1In 269/882 he invited the Caliph al-Mu tamid
to move to Fustat, but his efforts were frustrated by al-Muwaffak,
al-Mu'tamid's brother, who held the real power, although he was never
appointed caliph himself.*! Al-Mu ' tamid's party was intercepted by the
governor of Mosul on al-Muwaffak's orders, and they were forced to
return to Samarra.4? In retaliation Ibn Tulun deleted al-Muwaffak's name
in the Friday prayers; in return al-Muwaffak persuaded the Caliph to
pronounce an anathema against Ibn Tulun in all mosques. Once the Zanj
revolt had been finally quelled, al-Muwaffak made peace with Ahmed ibn
Tulun and the anathema was rescinded. The news did not reach Ibn Tulun
before his death in 270/884. His son Khumaruwayh continued this search
for legitimacy and al-Muwaffak invested him for a period of 30 years on
condition of an annual tribute of 200,000 dinars and 300,000 dinars of
arrears. The first payment was apparently sent in full, and in
subsequent years reduced, and then ceased. To cement the agreement
Khumaruwayh offered his daughter in marriage to the Caliph's son, but
al-Mu tadid took her for himself.43

The Tulunid Legacy

The.'Abbasid Enmpire was in effect a loose collection of provinces, with
a d;wan for each province in the capital, be it Baghdad or Samarra. The
Cgl}ph al-Mu'tadid (279-289/892-902) pulled them together into two
ministries.44 Each province was ruled by an Amir and ‘Amil. When these
posts were combined, as under the Tulunids, the ruler became

independent, as he alone was in charge of the finances. The story was
repeated in Egypt in the tenth century under the other Turkish dynasty,
the Ikhshids (300-349/912-960). Extortion became paramount and there
was little respect for property. When an amir or caliph died, his
palacg was plundered by the people.43 If this was the case, perhaps the
demolishing of the Tulunid Dar al-Imara in 292/905 was a normal practice
and not a specific act of outrage. By the 350s/960s things must have
been so hopeless in Egypt, and the Fatimid propaganda machine so
successful, that they were able to enter Egypt with minimal opposition.
Much of Syria had been laid waste by the Qarmatians, or retaken by the
Byzantines, and Buwayhid Iraq looked to Persia, seemingly paying scant
attention to the events in the West. 211 that remained in Egypt was an
effective administration, despite its abuse, and a native population
that was well used to a degree of autonomy.




(o),
Lol

1720

L3%
14.
W)

16.

3L

NOTES TO CHAPTER ONE

J. Wellhausen: The Arab Kingdom and its Fall, (Calcutta,

1927): and M.A. Shaban: The ‘Abbasid Revolution, (Cambridge,
1970) .

J. Lassner: The Shaping of ‘Abbasid Rule, (Princeton, 1980): 5.

P. Crone: Slaves on Horses: the Evolution of the Islamic Polity,
(Cambridge, 1980): 49.

Ieslls B ISaks

P. Hitti: History of the Arabs, 10th edition (London, 1980): 283

Ya'qubi: Kitab al-Buldan, ed. de Goeje (Leiden, 1892): vol. 2,
PERSIS 6=

HaSBERS SN o piSe s it s 02184

YR T ERIISEL S (@iore (ehlien 3 o Al

HiSEESE SN opi e citt S-S sle el noter 38 on' Dk e 28155

b6l 8 19,  ABY o

D. Sourdel: "Barid", EI? I (Leiden, 1960): 1045-6.

Tpe first recorded use of pigeons is in 837 by al-Mu tasim, as
cited in Hitti p. 323, note 6 Mas'udi: Al-Tanbih wa'l-Ishraf
(Leiden, 1894): wvol. wvii, pp. 126-7.

Magrizi: Khitat II: p. 180.

Sourdel: op. cit.

CiTE8 ©fos (@diEa8 9 s

Ibid.: p. 71 for a list from "At a provincial level e




v

7

185

L)

20.

21.

227

23.

24.

2159

26.

8%,

Mastudi: op. c¢it.: vol. wii, p. 118.

O0.S.A. TIsmail: "The founding of a new capital: Samarra”,
Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African Studies, (1968) :
pr s it £

M.M. Ahsan: Social Life Under the Abbasids, (London, 1979): p.
18361

Tabari: Ta'rikh al-Rusul wa'l-Muluk, ed. De Goeje (Leiden,
1879-1901) : wvol. AR T, 1009-10; 1066; 1885.

I'MeMassiignon:® 'Zandj", EI* VIII (1987): p. 1213.

F. de Blois: "The 'Abu Sa'idis or so-call "Qarmatians" of
Bahrayn", PSAS 16 (1986): 13-21.

G. Le Strange: The Lands of the Eastern Caliphate, (Cambridge,
89.06NE: piaidg .

GCERWHIC RS o N rubar-t il es “Pay:s, ‘(Caidror* 93 prs 11818984

M.C. Dunn: The Struggle for ‘Abbasid Egypt, Ph.D. dissertation
for Georgetown University (1975). Unfortunately the bibliography
and notes are missing from the microfiche copy studied. And J.
White: The Struggle for ‘Abbasid Egypt, (London, 1979):
seemingly unavailable in Cairo, and the SOAS copy was missing,
so unable to consult this reference.

In his introduction Dunn made the following comments about the
sources he referred to. His major one was Severus, the tenth
century Bishop of Ashmunayn, who claims to have collected many
eye-witness accounts. The only ninth century official 'Abbasid
commentator that he found useful was Ya'qubi, because he felt

he represents an historical tradition independent of the later
Egyptian authors. He regarded the tenth century geographers: Ibn
Hawgal and Mugaddasi as helpful, and the tenth century historian
al-Kindi's works Kitab al Wulat al-Misr and Kitab al-Qudat
al-Misr, ed. R. Guest, (London, 1912), as being extremely
useful. He also used the later fifteenth century chroniclers,
Maqgrizi and Ibn Taghribirdi. The latter's Al-Nujum al-Zahirah

fi Muluk Misr w—-al-Qahirah, ed. W. Popper, 3 vols (Berkeley,
1909-29), he noted quoted extensively from al-Kindi.




2478

2181

29.

30.

34§:

328

33

34.

14.

Dunn: op. cit.: p. 13, citing Severus as the source.

For a full discussion on "dinar" and "dirham" see G.C. Miles in
Erz I (1960): 297-99; and 319-20, respectively. The dinar

was the gold unit, and the dirham the silver; revenues from the
western Islamic world were generally quoted in dinars, and those
from the eastern in dirhams. In this text we will keep to the
original currencies, when quoting any prices, in order to avoid
any confusion or miscalculation.

7 M. Hassan: Les Tulunides: Etude de 1'Egypte Musulman & la Fin
du IXeéme Siécle 868-905, (Paris, 1933): p. 10.

DUNNESNOD e C1 Eivete Dl 9847 .

7.M. Hassan: op. cit.; K.A.C. Cresswell: Early Muslim
Architecture II: p. 327 ff.; O. Grabar: The Coinage of the
Tulunids, (New York, 1957); E.K. Corbett: "The life and works of
Ahmad ibn Tulun" JRAS 1891: 528-562; and E.T. Rogers The Coins
of the Tuluni Dynasty, (London, 1877). All provide excellent
bibliographies for the primary sources, the principal one being
Ibn al-Daya (d. circa 951), whose biography of Ahmed ibn Tulun

(Al-Mukafa'a - stories about rewards for good deeds and
pgnishment for evil ones, and timely escapes from difficult
situations - is known to us in Ibn Sa‘id's Mughrib (ed. K.

Vollers, Berlin 1894, Semitistische Studien I).

KA CRNCreswellli s ope Cit.r Pr 332 citingaMagriiziarwhomneRens
to the architect as a nasrani - Wiet in Mosquées du Caire (1932):

p. 132, suggests that if he was Copt, he would have been styled
as one.

Maqgqrizi: Khitat I: p. 315. 1In Creswell & Allan's A Short
Account of Early Muslim Architecture, (Cairo, 1989): 365, Allan
cites a description from Herzfeld's account of the Balkuwara
Palace: "The facades on the court and towards the garden are
triple-arched facades, as also in the Bayt al-Khalifa, and in
Mshatta." in Reisebericht, ZDMG LXX: p. 227-8.

Al-Mugaddasi: Ahsan al-Tagasim fi Ma'arifat al-Agalim, Arabic
text in De Goeje III (1906); English translation G.S.A. Ranking
andMRISENENAZ 6 of R (Calicuit tal i1l i) F S P a3 26 1




35

62

B/

38.

31923

40.

41.

42.

43.

44.

45.

15

M. Pézard: La Céramique Archaique de 1'Islam, (Paris, 192000

A. Bahgat: La Céramique Egyptienne de 1 'Epogque Musulmane,
(Basle, 1922).

Hassan: op. <¢it.: p. 30.

0. Grabar: op. cit.: p. 29. Cited from Ibn Said's Al Mughrib
fi Hula al-Mughrib, a 13th century copy of Ibn al-Daya's 10th
century biography of Ahmed ibn Tulun.

Creswellls:hiop.  ‘eit.: p. 336.

Grabari: op. cit.: 39.

Oon the death of al-Muwaffak in 278/891, he was succeeded as real
ruler by his son al-Mu'tadid, who became caliph on the death of
al-Mu'tamid in the following year.

Has'san:t ‘op. cit.: p. 85.

Rogensiiop. cit.: p. 16.

A. Mez: The Renaissance of Islam, tr. Salahuddin Khuda Buksh
and D.S. Margoliouth, (London, 1937): p. 76.

1056158 j9o AL




Chapter Two

TRADE AND INDUSTRY UNDER THE ‘ABBASIDS IN THE NINTH AND TENTH CENTURIES
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Written Sources

The chief sources are the historical geographers of the period, who
travelled widely throughout the Dar al-Islam, recording some aspects in
minute detail; many of these are only known to us in transcriptions
included in the works of later commentators. They appear to have worked
to a set format, recording distances between government posts, listing
what they considered to be the important commodities traded from each
port and stating the revenues for each individual province or city. It
is not always clear if the author actually visited each place he
describes, and certainly much hearsay is recorded as being second hand.
What is evident, however, is that many of these were government
intelligence manuals and doubtless commissioned by court treasury and
military officials. They reflect a high degree of organisation.

The earliest of these geographers is Ibn-Khurradadhbih (b. between
205/820 and 211/825 and d. circa 300/912). Of Persian descent, he was
director of posts and intelligence (sahib al-barid wa 'l-khabar)! in
al-Jibal (i.e. Central Iran - the administrative capital was Rayy). and
subsequently promoted to the office of Director General of the same
department in Baghdad and later Samarra. He became a great friend of
the Caliph al-Mu'tamid, and thus a contemporary of Ahmad ibn Tulun. The
date of his treatise Al-Masalik wa-l1-Mamalik is hotly debated, and is
chiefly concerned with recording road communications throughout the Dar
al—Is}am, and not the economy.2 The other ninth century geographer of
ngte is Ya'qubi, (d. 284/897 in Egypt) whose Kitab al-Buldan,® was the
first to emphasise both topographical and economical detail. Al-Jahiz
(circa 160/776 - 255/868-9) should be added to this list. A native of
Basrah, and a prolific literary writer, he nevertheless has one economic
treatise attributed to him: Kitab al-Tabassur bi-1-Tijara.?! The tenth
century saw much more activity, with Ibn al-Fagih al-Hamadhani's Kitab
al-Buldan appearing about 291/903.3 Soon after 316/928, Qudamah (died at
latest 337/948), a revenue accountant in the central administration at
Baghdad, completed his Kitab al-Kharaj,® which discusses the division of

the caliphate into provinces, the organisation of the postal service and
taxation of each district.
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It is later in the tenth century that the most prolific writers emerge,
with al-Balkhi (circa 236/850 - 322/934),7 al-Istakhri (dates

unknown) ,® Ibn-Hawgal (started his travels in 331/943 and last heard of
in Sicily in 362/973)° and al-Mugaddasi (d. 375/980?) .1° Al-Istakhri's
work Masalik al-Mamalik was apparently an elaboration of the
geographical system of maps established by al-Balkhi whose work has not
been preserved. Al-Mugaddasi's Ahsan al-Tagasim fi Ma'rifat al-Agalim
claims to set out to present a comprehensive gazetteer and improve upon
his predecessors: 1) al-Jaihani, whose work was completed by Ibn
al-Fagih after his death in 301/913. He dismisses Jaihani as merely
reporting heresay and information garnered from residents of the various
lands cited through intelligence reports, commenting that they are
highly inaccurate; 2) al-Balkhi is guilty of the same; 3) both
al-Jahiz's and 4) Ibn Rhurradadhbih's works he says are too short to be
useful, yet he admits no knowledge of them, so this comment should be
taken lightly. Completed in 325/985, it only describes the Dar al-
Islam, but it is an excellent source.

In addition to these contemporary sources, references to some of the
later authors, such as Yaqut (575-626/1179-1229)!! and Maqrizi
(766-845/1364-1442)12 will be made during the course of this text.

These are augmented by the Geniza documents, found in the Cairo
synagogue, which have given us a fascinating insight into the trade and
social life of tenth to twelfth century Jews in the Middle East, and how
they interracted with their Muslim and Christian neighbours.!?3

The bistgriographers should not be ignored, despite the natural
inclination to be biased towards the dynasty they were commissioned by.
They should thus be treated with caution. Al-Tabari has already been

mentioned in the previous chapter (see page 7). The other important
tenth ceptury historian is al-Mas'udi (d. 957 in Fustat), also cited in
the previous chapter (see page 12, note 6). He is said to be the first

Muslim historiographer to group events chronologically by year, instead
of by dynasty. He did not restrict himself to libraries, and travelled
widely throughout the Dar al-Islam. His principal work is Muruj
al-Dhahab wa-Ma 'adin al-Jawhar (Meadows of Gold and Mines of Gems) .!“

For cross checking, there are, of course, some Byzantine and Chinese
Sources. For these it has been necessary to rely entirely on
secogdary sources. A recent article by Zhang!® has shed
considerable light on Chinese/Muslim trade and official relations
between the seventh and ninth centuries.
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Artefacts in Archaeological Contexts

Monuments and manuscripts are frequently destroyed, and it is more
difficult to build up an accurate picture from fragments. In the case
of ceramics, glass, textiles and coins one can gain an impression of the
age range of a site from the surface finds, although if it is
well-stratified, the earlier debris will not be revealed, except at the
eroded edges. With the help of scientific excavations it is possible to
make relatively definitive observations about the date of the site, and
with whom it traded on the evidence of the artefacts excavated. If
coins and dated textiles are found in an undisturbed, stratified level,
they can assist in dating the ceramics and glass. Scientific dating
methods, such as Carbon 14 and thermoluminescence testing can obviously
be useful adjuncts for these artefacts, if used with caution. The last
twenty years has seen considerable archaeological activity in Islamic
levels, and a clearer picture is gradually emerging. Admittedly, much
valuable evidence was destroyed in the past, as excavators cleared the

upper levels of continually occupied sites, paying scant attention to
the latest material.

In Egypt this was largely because these levels had already been
destroyed by the locals, who had started to devastate sites towards the
en@ of the nineteenth century in the search for the nitrogenous sibakh,
Wthb had accumulated amongst the rubbish of past ages. At Bahnasa
(ancient Oxyrhyncus), Petrie relates that a railway had been built for
the export of the sibakh, and that more than 100 tons were being removed
every day.!'® Canny dealers sifted through this rubbish, removing the
glazed sherds, and sold them to foreign collectors, and discarded all
the earthenware. This accounts for the seemingly disproportionate
number of luxury wares in museums. There was one dealer trading in
these fragments in Khan al-Khalili up until 1968. Both the British
Museum and the Victoria and Albert Museum, London, and the Ashmolean

Museum, Oxford have collections from this source, and examples will be
lncorporated in the appendix.

T?klng one specific ceramic type, in this case the early lustre wares,
With their diagnostic, compact, fine, yellow bodies, it is possible to
tracg both trade connections, and the extent to which imperial taste and
Lashion spread throughout the Dar al-Islam. For checks and balances,
there are the imported Chinese wares. In the past these Chinese wares
have caused confusion,!? but in the following chapter it will be
demonstrated how scientific analysis is now clarifying the picture
beyond ali reasonable doubt.
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Evidence for Imperial Organisation

The 'Abbasids took a keen interest in both agricultural and industrial
production, as evidenced from the works of Ya'qubi, al-Mugaddasi, and
others mentioned above. The principal reason for this was undoubtedly
for purposes of taxation, yet there is a natural curiosity in the
traditional Arab, that notes what a specific area is famous for, which
frequently occurs in Yemen to this day, as, indeed, it does in Europe.
There is little written information on the actual organisation of this
trade, and one must assume that as the merchant classes developed they
became increasingly independent, to a degree that they could override
government policy.!® However, the centralised administration had given
the merchants of the Dar al-Islam both the security necessary for
trading, and the increased number of townships with which to trade.

An important monument towards assessing ‘Abbasid agricultural
organisation in present-day Cairo, is the Roda Island Nilometre
constructed by the Caliph al-Mutawakkil in 247/861-2.1!9 By observing the
height of the annual flood, it was possible to gauge how much land tax
could be collected in that year. Thus the central administration in
Baghdad and Samarra could calculate exactly how much they should be
receiving from the revenue collectors of Egypt.

Maqriz?, writing some 500 years later, emphasises the strength of the
communications. He relates that the overland route to Damascus was so

well policed that a lady could go mounted or on foot without taking
Provisions or water, and in complete safety.2°

Al-Mugaddasi best summarises what becomes evident in the sources, by
reporting a ninth century conversation: when al-Jahiz was asked for some
useful information on cities in general, he replied: "Well, there are
ten cities in each of which certain things are remarkable: humanity in
Baghdad, eloquence in al-RKufah, manufacture in al-Basrah, commerce in
M1§r [i.e. Fustat], treachery in ar-Rayy, boorishness in Nishapur,
stinginess in Merv, arrogance in Balkh and craftsmanship in
Samargand."2! Al-Mugaddasi agrees with him, but goes on to say that
there are divers commercial products in Basrah too. It is this
d}Stlnction between manufacture and commerce that is of interest, as
W1ll be seen when Basrah's ceramic industry is discussed.
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The Textile Industry

This is one of the best documented industries of the period, both in the
chronicles and through the tiraz inscriptions. There were numerous
textile-producing centres throughout the Dar al-Islam,%? but Egypt
appears to be the best provenance for well-preserved, legible fragments.
Day attributes this disproportionate preservation to Egypt's dry
climate.2?® There appears to have been both private (individual) and
public (government) manufacture.?* As in the case of coins, the
inscriptions on the tiraz band normally incorporate the name of the

caliph, as well as that of the individual for whom it was ordered. This
was certainly used for political statements too, for in 269/882-3 Ibn
al-Athir (d. 630/1232) records "...al-Mu tamid cursed Ahmad ibn Tulun

at the Public Audience and ordered this curse to be pronounced in the
pulpits ... for Ibn Tulun had stopped the name of al-Muwaffak from being

mentioned in the khutbah, and dropped the inscription of his name from
the tiraz."2%

Serjeant sees the tiraz system as being Sasanian in origin.2¢ He
demonstrates that materials were often submitted in lieu of tax, and
cites a precedent dating back to the Prophet. He goes on to say that
because many of the Egyptian factories were government-owned, they were
not mentioned as part of the taxable revenue.?7?

?he tgxtile industry was well established by the Copts before the Arab
invasions, and Ya qubi gives an idea of the variety of materials
PrOdQCed in the ninth century, along with other notable produce from
specified areas: wheat and linen from Fayyum; woollen coats from Qais;
tapestry curtains from Bahnasa; coats and accacia wood from Ahnas; woven
carp?ts from Assiut.2® Ibn Hawgal elaborates on the industry at Bahnasa,
telling us that wall hangings, silk and gold embroidery, ships' sails,
tents, coats, curtains, carpets, pavilion tents in wool and linen, with
many figural images are all manufactured there. He indicates that all
directors were in government employ on orders to the Caliph. The Delta
towns of Tinnis, Damietta, Shata, Dabgqu, Damira and Tuna were all linen-
Producing centres and commanded as much as 20-30,000 dinars annually in
rev?nge.29 This seems extraordinarily low, when it is understood that
Dabigi cloth was so highly prized at the ‘'Abbasid court. It is stated
that the lowest price for a cloth length was 70 dinars.2° One can only
assume, on the basis of this, that most of the factories in the Delta
Were public, government-owned ones and that this tax income represents

Ethat taken from the private factories.
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The one textile-manufacturing site that has an archaeological record is
Bahnasa. Unfortunately the Kuwait National Museum's excavations have
yet to be published, and to date there is only a sketchy preliminary
report.3! Under lustre wares, in the ceramics section, Féhervari
mentions a "yellowish-white fabric compact and fine fabric, usually
painted in monochrome lustre colours" (sic), but in the footnotes refers
the reader to Fatimid lustre.32 It was possible to study all the Bahnasa
justre sherds that Schnyder examined in the Victoria and Albert Museum
collection, and there is no doubt that these are all of Iraqi
manufacture, contrary to his ascribing most cof them to Egyptian
manufacture.?®?® The presence of these wares on the site indicates that a
wealthy community had established itself. Even in the twelfth century
the geographer al-Idrisi describes it as a prosperous city inhabited by
different nationalities, and that there were both public and private
factories there.34 The importance of this largely government-run
industry was emphasised when the Fatimid Caliph al-Aziz came to power,
and his vizir Abu Faraj ibn Killis took over all the government textile
factories, forbidding any exports.33? This was not only a political
statement, in that no tiraz would be made in Egypt in the name of the

‘Abbasid caliph, it must have been for both economic gain and to supply
the Fatimid court.

The Principal Ports

The Arabs, from a strategic point of view, had a negative attitude
towards the sea. All ports in the early ‘Abbasid empire were
categorised as al-thughur (frontier fortresses) ,?® for the military
believed the enemy came from the sea. As a result inland ports were
preferred, which were considered easier to protect. Thus Fustat, Basrah
and Baghdad all became thriving river ports, at the cost of Alexandria
and.Ubullah. They traded extensively in both the Mediterranean and the
Indian Ocean, continuing those trade contacts which had been well-
established by the Byzantine and Sasanian empires that they inherited
through conquest. Lewis considered that the major proportion of this
trade was in bulk commodities, such as wheat, olive oil, fish, other
foodstuffs, salt, timber, metals, wool and hides, and that luxury goods
were "always the frosting on the maritime commercial cake".?7?7 However,
as has been mentioned already, it is this luxury trade that leaves the
most telling remains archaeoclogically.
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Lopez notes that al-Jdahiz does not consider the Mediterranean countries
as important as the Asiatic ones as sources for traded goods.?®°® This
could well be because such trade involved more land travel, or the
prizes were richer from the Far Eastern trade. Certainly the most
commonly used route from the Mediterranean to the Indian Ocean was

via Farama (ancient Pelusium) in the Eastern Delta, overland to Qulzum
(present day Suez) on the Red Sea.?? Qulzum was originally linked to
Fustat via Trajan's canal, the Amnis Trajanus, as well as by road.
Kubiak has demonstrated that it was used until the year 150/766-7.4°
others went via Antioch overland to al-Jabiya and down the Euphrates to
Baghdad.4! Interestingly, Ya'qubi almost ignores the Mediterranean
routes too. Perhaps this is indicative of a more eastern policy
throughout the ninth century,*? or it could be that the western routes
were so well established that they needed no mention.

When using luxury artefacts to indicate trade, it must be done with
caution. The Spanish found ‘Abbasid lustre wares in the tenth century
palace complex at Madinet al-Zahra,4® but these may have been isolated
gifts. Apparently these lustre wares have been found in Malaga recently
but the relevant information is not available to date.

One must look to Jahiz and the geographers to appreciate the variety of
goqu traded, and then to modern economists to interpret the scale of
this network. Chaudhuri demonstrates how the mercantile classes that
emerged were indispensible intermediaries for converting agricultural
Syrplus into disposable state income.*4 He emphasises how these trading
cities could not afford lawlessness, indicating the necessity for a
Str0§g state. Two types of voyages evolved: more local between the
Persian Gulf and the Red Sea, and long distance to India and China. The
rise of the Dar al-Islam coincided with that of the Tang dynasty in
Chlqa, thus two large markets faced each other at opposite ends of the
Indian Ocean. Tabari quotes Mansur as saying on the founding of
Baghdad: "This is the Tigris, there is no obstacle between us and China,
fVerYthing on the sea can come to us on it."43 Chaudhuri's summation is:
Thg medieval trade of Asia was really founded on the economic and
59c1al acceptance of the four great products of eastern civilisation -
§1lk, porcelain, sandalwood, and black pepper - which were exchanged for
incense (Arabian gum resins), thoroughbred horses, ivory, cotton
teﬁtlleS, and metal goods."4¢ But this was nothing new, it was a pattern
which had been broken by the economic decline of Arabia in the fourth
century, and was only revived when a strong, organised state

reemerged.4? What was new was the sense of empire and uniformity created
by the Dar al-Islam, and the rapid increase in urban centres. Any shift
1n power was reflected in the trade centres.
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The ninth century saw the rise to prominence of two ports: Siraf and
Sohar. Both fell into a gradual decline at the end of the tenth
century.*?® These were both seaports, demonstrating a new era of
confidence in the state. Both would appear to have been entrepot
markets, collecting, storing and redistributing the goods for the long
sea haul to the Far East and Africa. Both were well placed for taking
the monsoon winds to the Indian coast and beyond. Neither had a natural
port, but Sohar had the advantage of a good water supply from the Wadi
al-Jizzi, plentiful agricultural supplies, and good connections with
Africa.4? Williamson goes on to note how all the tenth century
geographers were impressed with Siraf, but rated Sohar above it.
Al-Mugaddasi saw Sohar as "the gateway of China, the emporium of the
east and al-"Irag; it also furnishes Yemen with the necessaries of
life."5° Although there is seldom mention of Islamic pottery,
Al-Mugaddasi does include earthenware (al-ghada'ir)®! among imports to
Oman and Aden. In his list for Aden, he specifically mentions
earthenware in addition to Chinese wares, so it is tempting to see this
as a rare reference to trading in the luxury Islamic wares found at most
important sites.?2 Much of Siraf's trade was consolidating exports from
Basrah; in theory this should have been severely curtailed by the Zanj
and Qarmatian attacks mentioned in the previous chapter, but there is no
gvidence to support this. It is tempting to interpret this as an
indication that the mercantile class was so well organised and so
valuable to whosoever controlled the customs posts, that trade continued
despite the political situation.

The Red Sea was well known for its dangerous reefs, sudden storms, and
}ack of safe harbours,?2? and in the ninth century the only references to
1ts trade, other than the Mediterranean link referred to above, are
relatively local. Aden was the entrepot for all Far Eastern trade with
Egypt.54 Another port serving Egypt was Aydhab, in present-day Sudan,
which Mez styles the main port of exchange at this time. Ya'qubi refers
t? Qulzum as the main port for the Hejaz and Yemen. Qulzum was linked
W1th_‘Aylah by road and sea; Aylah was considered as an important
meeting place for pilgrims from Egypt, Syria and the Maghreb.53

Certainly the bulk of the Red Sea trade was transporting Egyptian corn
to Jeddah for the Holy Cities, but by the tenth century all the
geographers mention Indian and China trade too. Recent excavations at
Agaba (Aylah), Zebid and Athar (south of Jeddah) reveal trade in the
luxury Islamic ceramics, and an increased amount of Chinese wares in the
tenth and eleventh centuries.?¢ From the Geniza documents it is known
that from the late tenth century Egypt was actively trading in both the
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Red Sea and the Mediterranean. With the rise of the Fatimids, the focus
was no longer on Iraq, and this probably contributed to the decline of
siraf and Sohar, and a marked shift in trade to the Red Sea. Certainly
al-Mugaddasi recognised the rise of Egypt: "The Fustat of Misr in the
present day is like the Baghdad of old; I know of no city in Islam
superior to it."®7

Evidence from India and China

It is not clear exactly when trade with China resumed, if indeed it had
ever stopped. Zhang outlines the seventh century contacts with the
Umayyad court, the first envoy being sent in 31/651. He even quotes an
hadith in which the Prophet is alleged to have said: "Seek for learning,
though it might be as far away as China."3®°® According to the Chinese
records, between 31/651 and 182/798 the Da-shi (Arabs) sent 39 embassies
to China, and Abu Muslim's defeat of Gao Xian-shi's army in) 18314471518 "at
the River Talas did not deteriorate relations. The following year the
Abbasid caliph sent an embassy to China for the first time. In 140/757
an Arab army was sent to help the Tang quell the Turkish general An
Lushan's rebellion. These relatively frequent visits would have
doubtless encouraged trade and exchange of ideas and techniques, and
contact was not just limited to a few prisoners taken at Talas.
Zhang cites an eighth century Chinese manuscript written by Jia Dan
(730-805) entitled The Route to the Foreign Countries Across the Sea
from Canton, which outlines the various routes and mentions Sohar,
Ubullah, Basrah and Baghdad. Da Huan, one of the prisoners taken at
Ta}as and who lived in al-RKufah for twelve years apparently said: "In
Fhls city and in the streets and lanes, anything produced on the earth
is provided. All are gathered from everywhere and goods are plenty and
cheap." Lane cites an Arab merchant in China as early as 140/758.3° He
then goes on to mention ‘Ali ibn ‘Isa's gift to Harun al-Rashid
(}70/786—193/809) of 20 imperial China-ware pieces and 2,000 other
Pieces, demonstrating the novelty of the imperial wares and concludes
that the other pieces must have been fairly common by then. Lane also
cites al-Jahiz using the word ghadar for Chinese pottery.®°
Al-Mugaddasi used the very same word for earthenware, other than
Chinese, in connection with imports to Sohar (see previous page) .

Doubt has been raised as to whether the Chinese actually made the long
sea voyage to Arabia at this time. Hourani discusses this problem and
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concludes that there 1is no evidence of Chinese ships in the Persian Gulf
in early Islam.¢! Rockhill says that the earliest Chinese reference to
this trade is eighth century.®? This describes the large ships that came
to canton (Khanfu) commanded by foreign captains, who had to register 1in
the office of the Inspector of Maritime Trade, who inspected their
manifests, and set the duty and freight charges, and forbade the export
of scheduled rare and precious articles. Hourani saw Canton as the
great emporium, although Quanchow and Hangchow were known to
Ibn-Khurradadhbih. Certainly Canton was strictly controlled and
three—-tenths of every consignment was taken in duty.

There are two Arabic sources for the routes taken in the ninth century:
Ibn Khurradadhbih, who describes the stages of the voyage from the
Persian Gulf to China around 236/850; and Zayd Hassan of Siraf's
Salsalat al-Tawarikh or The Chain of Chronicles. Rockhill says:

"From it we learn that at this time the products of China were
very expensive and scarce in the markets of Basra and Baghdad, on
account of the fires in Canton which frequently destroyed them,
and also by reason of the frequent wrecking of the ships engaged
in the trade and the acts of pirates."®3

For the tenth century al-Mas udi and al-Mugaddasi are the most useful,
but the other geographers help to confirm and add details. Ships either
coasted, or went straight across the Indian Ocean from Sohar to Quilon

in southern Malabar. The next destination was Ceylon or Sarandib, and
on to Kalah Bar (probably modern Kedah in West Malaysia), through the
Malacca Straits and round into the South China Seas. Buzurg's (c.

288-342/900-953) stories in Akhbar al-Sin wa'l-Hind add to the picture
too.¢4 This trade connection has been attested archaeologically by
Carswell along the western Indian coast and in Ceylon.®3 With the fierce
competition of superior ceramics from China, it is not surprising that
they are found no further east. Two further investigations in the
north-west have had similar results. Hobson in the 1920s reported on an
e€xcavation in Brahminabad conducted in 1854.66 The excavators found what
1S now the established ninth/tenth century Islamic/Chinese pottery
h9r120n. which will be discussed in the next chapter. Amongst their
finds was the small monochrome lustre lamp now on display in the British

Musgum (no. 57 11-18 295). Excavations in the 1960s at Bambhore,
Pakistan, at the mouth of the Indus and 65 kms from Karachi, revealed
Daybul, a coastal port contemporary with Siraf. Both the ceramics and

coinage revealed close links with the ‘Abbasid caliphate.®?
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Evidence from Africa

Al-Mugaddasi sailed to Africa from Aden, where it would appear he was
involved in trade. Al-Mas'udi also sailed there, from Sohar, making his
last voyage in 305/917. Most of the sources refer to the African trade.
Hourani estimates that the furthest destinations were Sufalah in
Mozambique and Qanbalu (Pemba). The Arabs sought slaves, ivory,
mangrove poles for building, and ambergris from Africa. According to
Horton, after the Zanj revolt of 255/868 the size of the slave market
was curtailed, and rock crystal was added to the list.®® The Arabs
traded oils, dates, other foodstuffs and prestige imported ceramics for
these. Lustre wares have been found at Manda and Shanga, in a
ninth/tenth century context; and white wares on Pemba and Zanzibar,
which attests the ‘Abbasid connection. Only one very "worn and
insignificant piece with slight traces of red on its outer side" was
found at Kilwa.®® The excavator thought that this was probably because
Kilwa did not reach its apogee until the fourteenth century.

Conclusions

When one considers the dangers of these voyages and the hardship
endured, as graphically ocutlined in the many travellers' tales, one can
only conclude that the rewards must have been great. The rapid rise of
wealthy mercantile settlements provide testimony to this, and one can
iny be thankful that their rubbish today gives many clues and insights
1nt9 life in the ninth and tenth centuries. Their town planning and
sanitation did not achieve the sophistication of the Romans, but they
certainly indicate a highly organised, independent society, that
Obperated within the framework of the ‘Abbasid state.
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Chapter Three

AN UPDATE ON RESEARCH IN "ABBASID LUSTRE WARES
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History of Excavations

The history of the Fustat excavations will be covered in the following
chapter. The focus of this chapter is the evidence from the numerous
excavations that have been carried out in the early Islamic levels at
sites throughout the Dar al-Islam. The aim is to iron out many
misconceptions that have entered the literature, and to demonstrate how
much damage was caused by assuming that knowledge of early medieval
Chinese ceramics was unquestionably well-established. Of necessity,
this becomes a catalogue of sites where these ‘Abbasid lustre wares have
peen found. Most of the information has been culled from preliminary
reports, and these are sufficient for present needs.

The Introduction touched upon the chronological problems that have
arisen from the so-called "Samarra horizon". In an attempt to correct
the idea of a fixed period of occupation for the typesite, Samarra,
field archaeologists working on comparable sites have added a further
complication: some advocating a high chronology and others a low
chronology. The high chronology is primarily based on Adams' excavation
at Tell Abu Sarifa, a small site near Nippur, south of Baghdad.! He
demonstrated a sequence of glazed wares from the Sasanian levels through
to the early Islamic ones, and suggests that white—-glazed pottery "was
of Sassanian derivation and ...not an imitation of Chinese production at
all."2 In his level VI, which he dates to the seventh and eighth
centuries, he found 50 white-glazed (some lustred) and 34 splash-ware
sherds. On this basis he concludes that these wares must be as early as
the seventh/eighth century. He is thus in agreement with Day, who
favoured this early manufacture, arguing that the Chinese wares on which
the shapes and splashed decoration were based, went out of production in
the mid-eighth century, after the An Lushan rebellion.® She did admit
that it was impossible to distinguish between the Umayyad and *Abbasid
levels, so she was tying her ceramic chronology to an historical event.

?he fact that they were arguing for different origins of these wares is
immaterial.

The primary exponent for the low chronology., suggested by Hansman
through his extensive surveys in Khuzistan, is Whitehouse.® Hansman, in
a personal communication to Whitehouse, based on findings for his
doctoral dissertation, suggests that Islamic white—-glazed and splashed
pottery may not have come into use until after the ninth century. This
1dea appealed to Whitehouse in the context of his finds at Ssiraf. It
Wl}l be seen when his findings at siraf are examined, and more recent
scientific analysis of these Chinese wares is discussed, that it is not
Wise to use survey results as support for one's argumentation.
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Samarra

since Herzfeld's and Sarre's excavations, the Iragi Directorate General
of Antiquities has been excavating at Samarra intermittently, seemingly
on the assumption that they were exploring a single-period site.3 A
British team led by Northedge has admirably demonstrated the continucus
occupation of the area through a number of thorough surveys, and has
reached some interesting conclusions which can only be confirmed through
excavation.® Through these surveys they propose that 1t is possible to
distinguish which parts of the site belonged solely to the 'Abbasid
period. In the main palace area H, which they assign solely to the
limited ‘Abbasid occupation, they were able to examine discarded sherds
from an excavation dump.? This produced 11 polychrome lustre, two
Chinese porcelain and three celadon sherds. Site N1, known as the
glassworks, produced a monochrome lustre ware; this area was seen to be
continuously occupied from Sasanian through to the Middle Islamic
periods (i.e. eleventh century).® On the basis that there appears to be
no monochrome lustre at Samarra during the caliphal period, Northedge
has formulated "the idea that polychrome was introduced during the

?eriod of the Caliphs at Samarra', and that monochrome had not yet been
introduced” .9 He does not, however, suggest that polychrome ceased to be
produced once monochrome had been introduced. In all these reports

cited, it is important to note the small quantities of lustre wares
found, indicating that it was a true luxury ware.

The study of Sarre's Chinese ceramic finds,!® was thrown into confusion
by Watson,!! when he concluded that they were in fact locally
manufactured and not imports. Recent research carried out by Rawson and
colleagues at the British Museum on sancai, or Chinese three-coloured
lead-glazed wares, from Mantai, Fustat and Samarra, has proved that
Sarre was correct in assigning these wares a Chinese provenance.!?
Rawsoq cites three kilns in southern China that continued to produce
Sancai. Using a scanning electron microscope (SEM), they found it easy
to distinguish between the Chinese and Islamic wares sampled, and they
established a quick and accurate method of recognition and distinction
by X-ray fluorescence analysis of the bodies. By neutron activation
ar}aleis it is possible to fingerprint the sherds and establish kiln
Site Provenances. Because very few of the sancai sherds found have
Cla551c designs, Rawson suggests they are later. This is evidenced by
th?lr shapes too. This is an important breakthrough in the study of
Chinese ceramics, for it reveals that sancai was not just made for

burial grounds, and that its manufacture did not end with the An Lushan
rebellion.
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Basrah

Basrah has now been fairly positively identified as the manufacturing
site for the fine, compact, yellow-bodied ‘Abbasid lustred white wares
that are under discussion.!3 Before exploring the archaeological record,
it is interesting to delve into the Arablc sources. Al-Jahiz's
description of Basrah being remarkable for manufacture has already

peen noted in the previous chapter.t* According to al-Mugaddasi Basrah
produced linen, silk, pearls, henna, floss silk, and dates.!® The
chroniclers and geographers make no mention of a ceramics industry,
other than the fact that glass makers, potters and rushmat makers were
amongst the artisans sent to Samarra, to help build al—-Mu' ' tasim's
calEvaiis Tamari found two references to Basrah's pottery manufacture,
which are relevant. 1In a unique fourth/tenth century narrative, al-Azdi
describes white-glazed vessels and, most importantly, what must be a

ruby-lustre cup:
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"[wine is put] in a cup, whose pearl-like surface is either
plain or inscribed, and is shaped like a full moon. Another
cup resembles opaque crystal, plain-lipped, without a scratch
or blemish. [The clay] is extracted from a white layer in the
Sawad (region near Basrah) and fashioned in Basra. It has a
lustrous, red sheen. The top is decorated with a Soloman's
seal motif and the bottom with a garden flower."17

The cher account comes from al-Jahiz, who describes the outstanding
quality of Basrah's clays and ceramic wares:
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"The whiteness of the vessels and the delicious taste of water
contained in their jars is an indication of the good quality of
their clay, whose colour 1s as if it was moulded from an egg
yolk."1¢8
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There are two uncorroborated references to kiln finds: Frierman says
wrecent excavations have revealed kilns and wasters. This 1s an
extremely important find in determining the origin of Samarra wares."19
Unfortunately he gives no citation for his information. Philon in a
footnote says that Féhervari informed her that recent excavations 1in
Basrah, carried out by the Iragi Directorate General of Antiquities in
1966, 1973 and 1977 revealed nine kilns producing white-glazed ware,
blue on white (the preferred term for this ware is ink-on-snow) and a
few splashed wares, together with a ninth century coin.2?? No lustre
painted examples were found in the course of these excavations.
Unfortunately they still do not appear to have been published. Philon
also mentions a white-glazed waster from the Metropolitan Museum of Art,
(NoMERE 2B O —2B)I S No lustre-painted examples were found in the
course of these excavations.

Recent research carried out by Mason in the Petrographic Department of
the Royal Ontario Museum (ROM), has shed new light on the question of
Basrah's ceramic industry. Mason is confident that products of a
particular kiln can be identified by physical characterisation of their
petrofabric.2! In his research he has analysed the full gamut of the
so-called Samarra horizon, and makes many cogent comments. In
discussing wasters and kiln furniture he has a good, commonsense
gpproach and warns about the possibility of acceptable "seconds" being
in general use and should not be interpreted as evidence for a kiln
site. More importantly:

?The "Justre-painted" type provides a particular problem

in this regard. Here a metallic pigment is affixed to the

surface of an already fired vessel, in a second low-temperature
firing, in a specially designed kiln in a reducing atmosphere.

As the lustre-pigment is fixed to the vessel at a low temperature,
wasters of lustre-painted pottery are rare, if they exist at all.
This produces a considerable problem in the identification of
lustre-ware production centres, a problem often not recognized
by excavators who publish fragments of "lustre-painted" pottery
found in the vicinity of an ordinary kiln as evidence of
producEilontaaat
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Mason's argument for a Basran production of these ‘Abbasid opagque white
wares is based on wasters and kiln furniture found in old Basrah in
1952, and housed in the Metropolitan Museum of Art (the same collection
that Philon referred to, although her reference should be amended to
1-26). Sampling from representative collections from most of the
contemporary sites reveal that as far as lustre and ink-on-snow wares
are concerned, based on the evidence of their petrofabric, Basrah is the
only place of manufacture. Lane made the observation that these wares
were probably produced in the same centre, based on two bowls in the
Victoria and Albert Museum.2?2 Some plain white wares have other
petrofabrics, indicating other production centres. These results
emphasise the importance of Basrah as both a manufacturing and trading
centre, and how widespread the fashionable influence of the "Abbasid
court was.

Rayy

Rayy was once considered as a centre of manufacture for 'Abbasid lustre
wares, based on Vignier's so-called excavations there in the early
1900s.23 Many of the figural examples were attributed to Rayy, and to

?hi$ day remain so. Mason analyzed some fragments from Rayy, which also
indicated a Basran manufacture.223 Rayy became a dealer's label in the
early 1900s, which will take a long time to remove. Schmidt, who

eXcavated the site in the 1930s reported that there was very little
lustre excavated, and because it was so scarce concluded that it was
probably imported to the site, though "not necessarily from abroad".24
Wa?son discounts Rayy as a production centre, on grounds of lack of
évidence.23 Until further research is carried out at this site, any
Plece attributed to Rayy should be regarded with extreme scepticism.

Istakhr

Syhmldt‘s excavations at Istakhr are more revealing with regard to the
hlStOFY of the development of early Islamic wares. Istakhr was the
Sasanlan capital, which continued as a modest town through to the end of
the tenth century, when it was destroyed by Samsam ad-Dawlah. By the
twe1'.fth century it was only a village of some 100 inhabitants.?®

Schmidt claims that they did not find the houses of the wealthy or the
government, and found an almost total absence of glazed ceramics in the
€arly levels, and concludes: "We believe therefore that Iran had no
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share in the development of the beautiful glazed wares which suddenly
appear in great quantities after the fall of the Umayyad caliphate." His
team found small quantities of both polychrome and monochrome lustre, as
well as a couple of ink-on-snow sherds.2?7 All had a "Samarra-type"”

paste, i.e. what we now know to be Basran. Oof course, such a report
should be treated with caution, as only. a small percentage of the site
was excavated. Nevertheless, it is one in which commonsense prevailed,

which is the key to good archaeology.
Nishapur

Nishapur, a great medieval city in eastern Khurasan, was chosen by the
Metropolitan Museum of Art because it was known to have been founded by
the Sasanians, and that Yazdegird II (438-457) made the city his usual
residence.2® It was completely sacked by the Mongols in 1221 and finally
destroyed by an earthquake 1in 1280.2° This made it an especially
interesting site to excavate, and the initial sondages revealed pottery
from the ninth through to the thirteenth centuries. It was excavated
between 1935 and 1940, with a final season 1in 1947 . Although the final
results were inconclusive, Wilkinson's observations on the pottery. and

his chapter entitled "Opaque White Ware and its Imitations" are highly
relevant to this thesis.??

Hilkinson concluded that Nishapur did not manufacture lustre ware, but
it did imitate it.3! Indeed he saw the flow of ceramic inspiration

be}ng from Iraq to Iran. All the lustre- and ink-on-snow-decorated
Wbltewares he attributed to Irag: either Baghdad or Basra. However, he
éld follow Schnyder and report that early lustre wares were manufactured
in Egypt. Despite the beautiful presentation of his ceramic finds, the
serious scholar is frustrated by a seeming lack of stratigraphy, and a
tendency to date by type and design rather than actual find spot.
FQIlowing contemporary opinion, therefore, he assigns polychrome to the
ninth century and monochrome to the tenth century.
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Susa

The site of Susa, in RKhuzistan, is a highly complicated site
archaeoclogically, for it has been continuocusly occupied for at least
5,000 years, and has been excavated by the French since 1897. Sadly the
volume of reports does not match the volume of material and information
that should have been extracted. In the Islamic period it was a
relatively minor site, but by virtue of its topography and considerable
reuse of existing buildings., the Islamic océcupation is extensive, and an
overall chronology has yet to be conclusively established.®? Lacam
attempted to do this in 1950,%3 and in the 1970s Rosen-Ayalon?®*
concentrated on the Royal City and Kervran did the same for the
Apadana.33 This is the site that seemingly breaks all the rules with
regard to conformity with its contemporaries, allegedly producing its
own ink-on-snow (almost a century earlier than anywhere else) and lustre
wares, including a ware styled as "blue lustre".

Kervran, who had the advantage of excavating, recording and writing up
her own report, has published an admirably graphic pottery sequence.
She modifies both Lacam's and Rosen-Ayalon's chronologies, maintaining
the three Islamic periods, but preferring a much higher chronology for
the actual wares.®® Certainly Kervran's chronology is more convincing
than Rosen-Ayalon's, but more stratigraphic proof is needed for her
leyels I and II. She admits that both use the same small, yellow
bricks, and that there has been considerable erosion on the tepe or
tell.. A little later she confesses that very few pieces were well
stratified.3? She puts ink-on-snow production as early as mid-eighth
century, and sees it as local. This would mean, of course, that it was
produced at Susa before Basrah, if the ninth century dating 1s correct.
Mason analysed a collection of sherds from Susa in the Louvre collection
and that of Jean Soustiel in Paris, and all revealed the Basran
pPetrographic fabric.3® Another problem with Susa is that Unvala,?®? and
Kervran, following his report, see lustre manufacturing at Susa, based
°n Mecquenem's 1927-8 report on the Ccity of the Artisans. Koechlin
mentions Mecquenem discovering kiln furniture and wasters, but does not
allude to lustre manufacture, preferring Rayy.*° This points to a
perfect example of incorrect interpretation of an ordinary kiln and
;UStre sherds being found in proximity to each other, a point which
ason made with regard to the Basrah kiln furniture, and quoted in full
above in the section on Basrah (page 36).
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1t is not clear if Mason analysed in the Susa collections what he
describes as the "earlier Islamic forms", such as Kervran's fig. 38,
no. 6 on page 129. 1In profile it looks to be purely Chinese, perhaps
one of Koechlin's copies that he alludes to. Crowe illustrates a
similar bowl in polychrome lustre.4! She attributes these shapes to
wares from late ninth/early tenth century Canton or Fujien.4? Note a 200
year discrepancy betwee: two commentators who were working on the same
site at the same time! From Crowe's description of the body of the
white wares, it certainly resembles a Basran proeduct. . The

splashed-wares had the same shape, but pink body.

crowe had glaze samples of the opaque white wares analysed by the
Beta-ray back scatter method at the Oxford laboratories, which
demonstrated that the Susa glazes were alkaline.4? Whitehouse found the
same for 13 Siraf sherds.44 Tamari subjected ten of the Ashmolean's
al-Hira samples to the same method, and had some interesting results.
Both the interior and exterior of each sherd was analysed: two sherds
revealed two different glaze compositions, with a lead/tin glaze for the
interior and an alkaline glaze for the exterior. Only two al-Hira
samples were completely alkaline. Two different effects of cobalt blue
applications were found too: one with fuzzy edges and no surface
protrusion; and the other thickly painted, and applied directly to the
body. While this in no way helps to establish a dating sequence for
Susa, it demonstrates the variety of methods available to the potters,
and emphasises the degree of experimentation they were Seatibil @@stio]
through. Both the cobalt and the lead had to be imported, and perhaps
these changes reflect a degree of availability and necessity to adapt,
rather than experimentation. Cost may also have come into the equation:
Crowe demonstrated that the alkaline samples were fired to a very low
temperature, somewhere below 750°C. The tin-glazed wares would have

peedgd.a firing temperature nearer 1,000°C. This would be more costly
in firing materials, as well, yet would have made the pot more durable,
thus commanding a much higher selling price. How the potter achieved

the two glazes on the al-Hira samples is a mystery.
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siraf

The Siraf excavations provide an invaluable corpus of Islamic and Far
Eastern material from the Sasanian period up to the Ottoman, with a
major accent on the ninth/tenth centuries during the port's apogee. As
for all sites though, the interpretation is at the mercy of the
excavator and his/her ability to extrapolate convincingly.

No comprehensive final report has been published to date, but Whitehouse
put out six Interim Reports to cover each of his six seasons between
1966 and 1973, in addition to a fascicle on the congregational mosque
and smaller mosques and another on the coins and monumental
inscriptions.4® More recently, Tampoe has explored the trade

connections, largely through the ceramic record, and attempted to revise
Whitehouse's dating.4?7 This was necessary, for Whitehouse had adopted
Watson's theory that no Chinese lead-glazed wares were found at Samarra,
and used this to support Hansman's low chronology. Based on evidence of
his sounding A, and the acknowledged longer occupation for Samarra,
Whitehouse saw evidence for a gradual process of development for the
Islamic white wares: 1) white and some ink-on-snow; 2) white and more
colours, with some splashed; and 3) lustre and incised-splash wares. He
allowed a century for this development, between 850 and 950.4% Much of
his argumentation was alsc based on the sequence and sealed platform
fi}ls of the Great Mosque. Allen pointed out the dangers of this
criteria, and demonstrated how unsafe it is to use fill material for a
flrm ceramic dating.4? Both Allen and Tampoe argued for a much earlier
dating of the Great Mosque, bringing it back to about 800. Tampoe still
adbered to Whitehouse's split development of these wares, using the coin
evidence, which is heavily criticized by Mason and Keall.?° Their doubts
apout the dangers of attempting to establish a firm ceramic chronology
will be attested below when examining recent research in China.

Seve;al examples painted in a combination of ink-on-snow and lustre will
be discussed in the appendix, thus questioning Whitehouse's

argumentation for a gradual development of these Islamic white wares.

The tenth century geographers indicate that Siraf was closely linked
With Basrah. Hourani suggests that because the headwaters of the Persian
Gulf were difficult to navigate, Siraf grew as an entrepot:

"The geographers describe the extravagant residence of 1its
merchants and shipowners, built in stories of teak wood imported
from India and other woods from East Africa. Akhbar reports
that cargoes were generally brought in smaller vessels from
al-Basrah and other ports of the Gulf to Siraf and there
transferred to the large China boats."%!
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certainly the evidence from the luxury Islamic wares in the "Abbasid
period indicates imports from Basrah, but it should be pointed out that

these are relatively few.®? The Chinese wares are even fewer. Both are
found largely in the residential area F, indicating a limited wealthy
merchant class, as one would expect in a bulk freight port. It has

already been noted in the section on Susa that Whitehouse found that his
siraf opaque white wares had an alkaline glaze too, and it was suggested
that this could have been for either economic or practical reasons. If
the former, it is tempting to interpret the lack of tin-glazed wares as
revealing a less wealthy merchant class than hitherto imagined. There
is certainly no indication of Siraf ever being an important
administrative or intellectual centre.

Siraf's contribution to Islamic archaeology is of prime importance, and
the availability of its ceramic assemblage for scientific analysis has
given a fascinating insight into the ceramic history of a ninth/tenth
century trading centre.

Sohar, ‘'Arja and Lasail

§ohar and its two hinterland sites of ‘Arja and Lasail have been studied
intermittently since the 1970s. Williamson brought the archaeological
potential of Sohar to light, citing the numerous tenth century
ge?graphers‘ descriptions of Sohar's importance. For example Istakhri
said "it is not possible to find on the shore of the Persian Sea nor in
all the land of Islam a city more rich in fine buildings and foreign
wares than Sohar."®? Williamson was intensely interested in Sohar as a
51te: due to its known Sasanian occupation since the first century AD,
and its dense ninth/tenth century material revealed in an initial

survey. He emphasised that although the Qarmati occupied Oman for 35
Yean from 929, Sohar experienced its greatest prosperity during this
Period.?4 This adds weight to the argument that the zanj and Qarmati did
nothing to hinder trade and commerce. Williamson's sad and untimely
death greatly hindered the Sohar studies. Farries continued his initial
excavations, but his results still await publication.®?% Kervran has
excavated the centre of Sohar, but her finds have yet to be published.

When Costa and Wilkinson explored the copper mining town of ‘'Arja, they
found a typical ninth/tenth century pottery assemblage.®® The high

anq low chronologies are mentioned, and Whitehouse's Siraf dating
evidence followed. No reference is made to the Fustat evidence at all.
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only one lustreware sherd was found, and a few Chinese sherds for which
costa prefers a post 300 dating. More polychrome lustre sherds were
found at the mining town of Lasail, but not in any stratified

context .37

Sohar is undoubtedly an important 1ink in the study of ‘Abbasid
ceramics, trade and organisation, and the excavation results promise to
shed more light on the archaeological evidence for the period.

zabid, Aden

Aden's prominence as a China-trade port has already been noted, but its
archaeological evidence has yet to be fully explored. Lane and Serjeant
indicated the potential of the Aden area ceramic assemblage, citing the

occurence of lustre wares and Chinese imports, amongst many other
wares .58

ROM's excellent work at Zabid is shedding considerably more light on the
picture. Al-Mugaddasi, who knew both cities personally, styles Zabid as
having the administrative status of a metropolis, just as Fustat,
whereas Sana'a and Basrah were only capitals of districts, as Alexandria
and Aswan were.?° He goes on to describe Zabid: "It is a splendid,
well-built town, called commonly the Baghdad of al-Yemen."¢? The ROM
team are investigating the ceramic dynamics of the Tihama region through
their survey finds, and more recently have been excavating in Zabid. As
one is coming to expect, "a very minor percentage of the ceramics
gollected in Yemen were imports"¢!, but the Iragqi ‘Abbasid assemblage

is well represented, with both lustre and ink-on-snow amongst the Basran
fabrics. It is hoped that their current work will clarify many of the
anomalies that have occurred in the study of early Islamic ceramics.

iiytainly their scientific analysis programme has already demonstrated
is.
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Athar

This is the only southern Red Sea port to be excavated to date.®?

pespite the importance of the Gulf ports during the ninth and tenth
centuries, one notes from the geographers that the Red Sea ports became
increasingly important. Istakhri indicates that Persian merchants
played a major role in this Red Sea trade, being the principal traders
in Jedda.®? Al-Mugaddasi describes it as "a large and pleasant

town and a well-known place, as it is the chief city of the district and
a seaport of Sana’'a and Sa“dah."¢4

Athar was continuously occupied from the seventh century, and most
probably from the fourth, although it was not mentioned in the
Periplus.®® The 1984 excavations revealed a 560 hectare

settlement, most of which was covered with barasti huts,

but areas H and B revealed substantial coral stone and brick
constructions: H being interpreted as a residential area and B as the
customs area and bazaar.%® The early ceramic assemblage is typically
‘Abbasid, whereas the later medieval ceramic connections point more to
southern Arabia than Fatimid Egypt. This certainly emphasises the unity
of the Dar al-Islam in the ninth/tenth centuries, and the fragmentation
thereafter. The reporting on the Chinese wares is a little confusing,
and points to a need for further investigation.®”?

Agaba or Aylah

Thg port was established as early as the first millenium BC, but
Whitcomb sees the Muslim site of Aylah, as distinct from the
Roman/Byzantine site of Ailana, as being occupied from early Islam
through to the Crusades, and then abandoned.®® Ghawanmeh indicates that
Trajan re-established Aylah's Red Sea trade (the Nabataeans had
preferred the overland route), connecting her to Gaza and Damascus by
and, and Egypt by sea and the canal with which he linked the Nile with
Suez or Qulzum.®? This not only established trade with southern Arabia,
but with the African coast, India and China also. Whitcomb quotes
al-Mugaddasi's description:
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3 "Wayla, at the very end of the eastern arm of the China Sea,

is a chief-place (madinah), very prosperous, having palms
and fish; it is the port of Palestine and the storehouse of the
Hijaz."7°

Al-Mugaddasi goes on to say the town was disputed by the Syrians,
Hijazis and Egyptians. Effectively Egypt supplied the Hijaz and the
Holy Places with wheat through Aylah, which was the main conduit for
pilgrims from Egypt, Syria and the Maghreb.

Whitcomb's excavations have revealed a walled, well-planned settlement,
in which he sees three phases:

Early Islamic I 650 - 800
Early Islamic II 800 — 950
Middle Islamic I 9500 = 1100

The ceramics indicate an active trade between Egypt, Syria, Irag and
China, especially in the ‘Abbasid period.?! While this is a seemingly
perfect site to clarify many of the puzzling anomalies of the early
Islamic ceramic assemblage, we need further documentation of the
stratigraphy at this stage. There appears to be a problem with the
sq-called Fatimid residence.’?2 Whitcomb found both polychrome and
bichrome lustre wares which he dates to the ninth/tenth centuries,??
along with Chinese wares that he dates to the tenth century, on the

The most common Chinese ware was a Jingdezhen gingbai, which he

ldatgs to the tenth/eleventh centuries. From the structure and
| artifactual content he states that the residence is Fatimid. One needs

iquther proof to convince the reader, for the reporting on the pottery
' evidence is confusing.

What is beyond doubt, is that there was a considerably wealthy merchant

Class at Aylah throughout the ninth/tenth centuries, as evidenced by the

1“XUrY wares found there. The exact number of 'Abbasid lustre-

. 73re sherds excavated is not known, but in a recent communication with

itcomb he kindly sent line drawings prepared for publication in which

ige%llustrated 14 lustred sherds, the majority of which would appear to
°€ "Abbasid.714
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The Syrian Sites

some of the early Islamic sites have been excavated, and most of these
have produced small amounts of the luxury ‘Abbasid wares. Although
Tarsus is in present day Turkey, it should be included in this section,
as it has already been noted that it was a frontier fortress town under
the 'Abbasids, and proved to be the ultimate downfall of Ahmad Ibn
Tulun.

Tarsus?®, Antioch?®, and al-Mina’? were all excavated in the

1930s, and represent sites which were sandwiched between Byzantine
occupation levels, with their submission to Constantinople following the
invasions between 965-9. Despite their convenient terminus post quem
they only confirm the broad ninth/tenth century parameters for the
‘Abbasid lustre wares: both polychrome geometric and monochrome figural
designs were found. At Tarsus, as already noted above, Day favoured the

low chronology on historical grounds, but the archaeology would appear
to refute this.

More recent excavations at Hama??® and Qasr al-Hayr al-Sharqi’® have
added little to the picture. At Qasr Hayr monochrome lustre was more
common, but the stratigraphy is not secure and most of these examples
would appear to have come from dumps.

Alexandria, Bahnasa, and Edfu

Investigations at Kum al-Dikka, or the rubbish mound of Alexandria, have
Produced considerable quantities of medieval pottery, but relatively few
early Islamic wares.®® A few ‘'Abbasid fine wares and Chinese imports
have.been found, however, but the "bulk of the pottery finds of the
€arlier period are of unquestionably Egyptian make and are in the

greater part identifiable as Fustat ware."®! The archaeological

€Vlidence thus attests the written sources, in that after the

:3b inYasions Alexandria was merely a frontier post, and Fustat was the
Ommercial centre of Egypt.




48.

Bahnasa's considerable wealth generated from her textile industry has
already been discussed in the previous chapter. It was noted that much
valuable archaeological evidence was removed by the sibakh excavators.
The relative abundance of fine ‘Abbasid lustre wares known to have come
from Bahnasa attests this wealth. Féhervari's recent archaeological
investigations infer considerable local ceramic activity during the
Fatimid period,®? but the earlier lustre wares would appear to be
imports.

Investigations at Edfu in the 1920s produced some bichrome °Abbasid
justre ware in an almost secure tenth century context.®83 Two dated
ostraka (932 and 935) were found associated with these wares, thus
indicating the continued importation of Iragi wares during the Ikhshidid
period. This is pertinent to the current thesis that all early lustre
wares were manufactured in Basrah.

Madinet al-Zahra'

Although the evidence of ‘Abbasid lustre wares being found in
‘Abd-al-Rahman III's (912-61) palace at Madinet al-Zahra', as proof of
trade was discounted, it is important archaeologically. The Spanish
excavating the palace have found a few polychrome and monochrome lustre
sherds in a tenth century context.®4

Mantai, Bambhore and Brahminabad

That the Indian subcontinent was a major link in Indian Ocean trade is
testified by ceramic finds. The site of Mantai, on the north-western
tip of Sri Lanka, was well placed for emporia trade, and controlled
eXcavations at the site between 1980 and 1984 have identified three
arghaeological periods.®3 The third period, styled Early Medieval,
Coincided with "an impressive symmetrically-planned city, surrounded by
2 hOrSeshoe—shaped double moat. Substantial remains of stone masonry
and brick architecture were found, with the foundation of a palatial
e;zck-bgilding associated with a cistern discovered in an older
wEl§Vaslon, along with indications of a street plan and a number of
o S."86 The full gamut of early Islamic wares was found from the ninth
Y Ntury through to the eleventh, but the reporting is too general to be
Seful. Tampoe refers to "early monochrome and polychrome lustre", and
arswell illustrates some of these with his early survey material.®”?
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Bambhore, Or the Sasanian/early Islamic trading port of Daybul, at the
mouth of Indus, is another site that has been excavated. Its apogee
would appear to coincide with that of Siraf and Mantai, and four
distinct Islamic phases were identified between the Umayyad and mid-13th
century.®® According to Tampoe the "finer details of the glazed ceramic
assemblage .... have not been published, but the general picture
provided tallies with that from Siraf."®® She does not mention any
lustre wares, but the other early Islamic glazed wares are all present.

The excavations at Brahminabad were carried out in 1854 by Bellasis and
Richardson, two officers serving in the Indian Civil Service, during
their holidays, and not reported until 1930.°° Brahminabad lies in the
sind, about 50 miles north-east of Hyderabad, in a dry river bed

believed to have been the Indus. The historical record is scanty, but
it is believed to have flourished from the seventh century through to
1020, when it was destroyed. The excavators discovered houses on the

edge of a principal bazaar or square, with humans trapped as if from an
earthquake. The ceramic finds revealed Islamic and Chinese wares
(similar to the Samarra ones), in addition to local ones. The lustre
wares were described by Hobson as being made of "soft, buff falence with
opaque, greyish-white glaze and decoration in olive-brown or golden
brown lustre", i.e. monochrome lustre wares. This included the small
lamp, which Hobson styled as a "dove-shaped tray,"®! which is now on
display in the British Museum (no. 57 11-18 295).

Although this information is relatively fragmentary, it does give a

reasonable insight into the extent and continuity of the archaeological
eévidence that exists.

Lamu

Excavations carried out by the British Institute in East Africa and

Others in the Lamu archipelago at the sites of Manda, Shanga and Pate
have demonstrated the trading links with the Persian Gulf during the
€arly Islamic period. Imported Chinese and Islamic ceramics provide an
1Eientical sequence with those found at Siraf.?2 Chittick's results from
1s excavations at Manda,?® are now being questioned by Horton.®*
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chittick used the Siraf chronology for dating, which is undoubtedly open
to doubt, and put the earliest occupation at Manda as 850. Horton's
criticisms are addressed to his interpretation of beach archaeology, and
the dating of whitewares. He uses evidence from his excavations at
shanga and Pate convincingly. Chittick found both imported lustre and
Chinese wares at Manda, which he ascribed to the ninth and tenth
centuries.®?® While no firm conclusions can be drawn, the current trend
to prefer an earlier dating for the introduction of whitewares is
supported by the recent research carried out in China.

Current Research in China

It has already been noted that the study of ninth/tenth century Chinese
ceramics is not as well advanced as hitherto supposed, largely due to a
similar paucity of excavated material and lack of information on the
kilns, as that experienced in the Islamic world. Watson's extraordinary
citation that Sarre's Chinese wares from Samarra were locally
manufactured demonstrates the lack of practical knowledge pertaining to
the Chinese ceramic experts. For too long politics and fashion had
produced a succession of ceramic connoisseurs who were well versed in
museum quality artifacts, but had little knowledge of manufacturing
sites and more mundane wares. This dreadful hiatus is gradually being
reduced, as scientific analytical methods improve and the Chinese
exXplore more of their sites.

Paul-David was sufficiently astute to appreciate this situation at the
same time Watson made his blunder. In her paper on Tang white
Porcelains and stoneware she specifically warns against making any
categoric statements because the study of kiln sites was in its
infancy.s¢ She is the first to bring to the attention of English readers
that the Gongxian kilns, in Henan province, were producing both sancai
and whitewares in the eighth century.®? The situation was partially
Corrected by a travelling exhibition of Chinese kiln finds in 1980.°¢

Ehis demonstrated the variety of wares manufactured, especially during
he Tang period.
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Richards, in her paper entitled "Early northern whitewares of Gongxian,
Xing and Ding", presented to the Oriental Ceramic Society in 1985
further clarified these Chinese studies, and it is appropriate to quote
her:

"High—-fired northern whitewares made their appearance in the Late
Northern Dynasties (368-581) and developed to a high degree of
perfection during the Sui (581-618) and Tang periods (618-907).
The kilns that produced early whitewares are found in present-day
Hebei, in Lincheng and Quyang counties; in Henan, at Gongxian,
Mixian, Dengfeng, Jiaxian, Xingyang and Anyang, at the last of
which unglazed whitewares have been found dating back to the
Shang dynasty (c¢. 1600-1027 BC); in Shanxi, at Hunyuan and
Pingding; in Shaanxi, at Yaozhou, and in Anhui at Mixiao. A Five
Dynasties (906-60) kiln-site producing whitewares has also been
found, in the south, at Jingdezhen in Jiangxi province."9?°

While this information does not pinpoint a date for the start of

the Islamic whiteware tradition, it does broaden the parameters
considerably and indicates that production was possible from the eighth
century, when these Chinese wares could have been imported. Richards
goes onto demonstrate the extent of the Chinese kiln-site research and
their discoveries in the early 1980s. At all these aforementioned sites,
highfired whitewares, some of which have been classified as porcelains,
were manufactured during the Tang period. The Gongxian and Xing kilns in
particular produced the Samarra-type shapes.!9? Analytical research
being carried out by the Chinese on the chemical make-up of their bodies

Will facilitate fingerprinting these wares. Richards published their
results in two tables.

Rawson and colleagues' important research on the Samarra Chinese
Material at the British Museum has already been noted, in the section on
SaI_narra. A recent discovery in Korea adds further to the history of the
Whitewares, and has been reported by Hongnam Kin.!°! The undisturbed
tomb of King Muryong (d. 523 AD) of Paekche produced six cups, which
be éXcavators argue were produced in southern China under the early
Elang dynasty, who ruled from Nanjing between 501-55. Everything in the
omb was Chinese, including its construction, as Muryong is known to
aaVE loved all things Chinese. Kin notes that these wares have been
'Jued to be celadon, as they have a greenish tinge; this he argues is
Probably due to the thickness of the glaze, and draws an analogy with
ree greenness of a stack of sheet glass, whose greeness decreases as you
Move each sheet. While this is seemingly digressing, it is an
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important feature of glazes to note, as many of the ‘Abassid lustre
wares examined in the course of this thesis have a greenish tinge where
the glaze has pooled, or is thicker. In order to gauge the taste of
near contemporary Chinese patrons, Kin quotes from an eighth century
connoisseur of tea, Lu Yu, in his Cha Jing (Classic on Tea):

"their highly refined celadon wares were given the place
of honour above the white porcelains and received the highest
esteem at the court as well as in upper class society."

Bearing in mind that celadons do not appear to have been exported to the
Near East until the late tenth century, once again it is seen that China
was exporting her second best only. Richards in her section on Xing

wares quotes from the Tang writer Li Zhen in his Guo Shi Bu (Historical
supplement) :

"The white porcelain cups of Neijiu are used everywhere by rich
and poor alike."102

She sees this as an indication of the wvast scale of Xing production and
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