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Biographical dictionaries are considered to be one of
the major sources for the study of Islamic society and
culture. While the historical genre of biography began with
the recording of the lives of major religious figures and
transmitters of yadfth in early Islamic period, biographical
dictionaries in the later medieval period came to be more
specialized and classified according to the various
professions existing in Islamic society. For example, we
find specialized works on scholars of figh, classified
according to their legal schools; on §Gfis, scientists,
physicians, and poets. In addition to these, we can also
find medieval biographical dictionaries of a more
comprehensive nature dealing with the religious, political
and merchant elites 1living during a specific historical
period. Out of all these professional categories, it was
the religious one which received the greatest attention from
the medieval Muslim biographer. Because of the detailed
coverage of the scholars of the figh and ;ggi;g, as a
religious group in medieval Muslim society, many modern

researchers were tempted to study their religious and
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Introduction

political contribution making use of such an abundant
biographical material.c» In contrast, and despite of the
significant medical services that physicians performed in
preventing illness in the healthy and restoring health to
the diseased, they did not receive enough attention from
both Muslim medieval biographer and the modern researcher.
No modern study that I know of has analyzed the existing
biographical dictionaries of physicians in order to evaluate
their role in Muslim medieval society. I hope to compensate
for an inadequacy to the best of my ability through an
analysis of 'ibn 'Abi Usaybi-a's major medical biographical
dictionary, <Uyin al-Anb3 fi ?abagét hlqhgibbél The purpose
of this choice of historical source is to evaluate the role
and contribution of physicians 1living in Egypt and Syria

under the Fatimid-Ayyubid rule.

An assessment of the historiacal genre of biography
will form the subject matter of Chapter I. The first part
of the chapter will deal with biographical dictionaries in
general, their importance, how they grew as a historical
genre and their general features. From these, I will

proceed to focus on medical biographical dictionaries only.
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When did the writing‘of such dictionaries begin and who were
the first to contribute to the writing of medical biography?
The most important medical biographical dictionaries written
by earlier medieval biographers will be examined in order to
demonstrate how medical biography developed. The chapter
also includes a discussion of the identity and professional
background of the biographers themselves to determine their
interest in recording the biographies of physicians. Here,
special emphasis will be placed on ’ibn ’Abi Usaybi-a and his

biographical dictionary, <Uyin al-Anba fi Tabagat al-Atibba.

In Chapter II, I provide a general historical survey of
the medieval medical practice in Islamic society. .First, a
short historical account of medieval Islamic medicine 1is
provided, showing the close links between the practice of
medicine in medieval Muslim society and the Greek medical
heritage. Second, the chapter ©provides a general
description of the medical profession in medieval Islamic
society. The following themes then are discussed:

i The different methods of teaching and education that

prepared medical students for entering the medical

profession.
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2. The criteria for entering the medical profession.

3L, The social economic position of physicians in medieval
Muslim society.

4. Ethics of the physician and the relationship between
him and his patients.

50 Places and institutions where medicine was practiced,
here the role of hospitals is examined in detail.

6!. The pharmaceutical practices: The role of the
pharmacists and the interrelated practitioners who
supported and supplemented the medical profession is

taken into consideration.

Both chapters Three and Four focus on the use of ’ibn
'Abi U§aybi°a's biographical dictionary, as a source for
writing the history of physicians in the Fatimid and Ayyubid
period. They analyze information included in the last two
chapters in 1ibn ’Abi Usaybi-a's dictionary, those dealing
specifically with physicians in Egypt and Syria. Inspite of
the fact that in analyzing ibn Abi U§aybi°a's dictionary, I
was limited by data from a tiny sample of physicians, and
presented with information of unsystematic nature, I was not
only interested in examining the medical, scientific, and

professional practices of physicians, but also in examining




ix

Introduction

the socio-economic and political status of physicians in

their social context. 1In Chapter III, I intend to make use

of ’ibn hbi Usaybica's dictionary to evaluate the religious,

social, political and economic status of physicians during

the Fatimid and Ayyubid periods as follows:

A.

Religious and Social Status of Physicians:

- Religion.

- Place of Origin

- Family Background

- Dates of Birth and Death.

Political and Economic Status of Physicians:

- Relations of physicians to power structure

- Wealth acquired by physicians.

Chapter IV is an analysis of Ebn Abi U§aybi=a's data on

the practice and contribution of the medical profession in

the Fatimid and Ayyubid periods. The chapter provides the

reader with a clear and precise picture of the following:

A.

Education and training background of physicians;
showing the effect of Greek legacies on the medical
education of physicians and whether the medical
students were exclusively devoted to the study of

medicine or did they study other sciences as well.
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Furthermore, this section also discusses the different
methods of medical education of that society.

B The practice of Medicine, where and how medicine was
practiced in this society, are two important questions
that are dealt with in detail in this section.

@ The Literary Production of Physicians: This section
analyzes all the medical and non-medical 1literature

produced by the physicians under consideration.

In general, the analysis carried out in both chapter
three and four are statistical analysis based on the samples
provided by 'ibn Abi Ugaybrﬁ.and therefore all conclusions

reached in these two chapters are formed on the bases of

such samples.

Finally comes the conclusion, which 1is a general
evaluation of HjxlebI Usaybi-a's book. Two appendices are
attached to the paper, one is a list of all the Egyptian and
Syrian physicians under consideration. The second is a list
of all the works produced by such physicians. It should be
noted that the names of all these books are written in
Arabic because of the difficulty of translating them into

English or writing them in transliteration. I hope that
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this second appendix will be an aid to the more specialized

researchers interested in the literary production of

physicians. On the whole, this paper is written with the
hope of stimulating interest in a subject that received

little attention from the modern researcher.




CHAPTER ONE

AN ASSESSMENT
OF THE HISTORICAL GENRE OF BIOGRAPHY
IN THE ISLAMIC INTELLECTUAL TRADITION

Biographical dictionaries have early occupied a
dominant position in the historical literature produced by
Muslim scholars. Modern historians attribute several
reasons to the emergence of this Historical genre. The most
important, being the early and intense religious interest in
the life of the prophet and his companions. The life of the
prophet, '"constituted the quarry from which the materials
for the construction of the mighty edifice of Islam were
derived". > Details of the 1life of Muhammad and his
traditions (gggiggg) came to be transmitted by a growing

number of specialized Muslim scholars. 2And as the ?adiths
and gggigh transmitters grew in number, it was extremely °
important to prove the probity of these individuals.
Accepting what they transmitted depended on the information
about their own lives and characters, and their personal

merits and demerits established whether their contributions
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were worthwhile or not. Interest in studying the lives of

individual ggdith transmitters, mu?addithﬁn, started to
emerge since the early second century Hijri, eventually
leading to the development of the important biographical
literature.<>> Biographical literature is important because
it recorded the oral transmission of information from one
generation to the next. Another reason for the growing
significance of this historical genre is that Muslim
scholars believed that the personal qualities and
experiences of individuals were the key to wunderstand

politics, since "politics was the work of individuals".>

Because of the above mentioned reasons, biographies
grew as a Historical genre and gained so much importance,
that it almost became synonymous to the word history in
Islam. <> Initially, Muslim biographical dictionaries were
only concerned with those individuals transmitting the 1life
of the Prophet and his tradition. Eventually, the Islamic
conception of biographies broadened to include all kinds of
personalities, yet Religious scholars were always
preferred. <= Various categories of biographical

dictionaries appeared, treating different kinds of
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personalities, religious and non-religious. For example,
there are biographical dictionaries which specialized in the
biographies of scholars belonging to the different legal

schools (madhahib) such as the Maliki, Hanbali, Hanafi and

Shafi-i scholars, or belonging to different sects, such as
the Shi-i scholars. There are also dictionaries dealing
specifically with sufi figures and scholars. Biographical
dictionaries also started to deal with non-religious figures
such as poets, rulers, local notables (a=yan), merchants,
scientists and physicians. Later, biographical dictionaries
came to be encyclopedic in character, treating a wide range
of important individuals living in the same century (garn),

such as the biographical dictionary of al-Sakhawi, al-Daw’

al-TLami= fi a-ydn al-Qarn al-Tasi-. In addition to these
biographical dictionaries, the single biographical monograph
became popular during the time of the Ayyubid and Mamluks.
Nearly every prince at this age ordered a biographer to
write his own life. The best examples of this kind of

biographical monograph are the ones written on Salah al-Din

al-Ayyubi and the Mamluk sultan Baybars.
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Because of ﬁhe variety of the biographical
dictionaries, it is only logical to expect differences in
the content of such biographies. But even though they
varied from one dictionary to the other according to the
subject treated, they shared some common elements. In
reading a medieval Muslim biographical dictionary, one can
easily recognize the similarities between it and ''the modern

Who's Who' .« First, a statement of nomenclature is listed

including the name of the subject, his title (lagab) and his
family nisbas.<e> Second, both dates of birth and death
follow the nomenclature statement. It is the latter which
is most likely to appear in the biographies and is the most
exact.< Besides these two preliminary facts, a general
feature that is found in most biographical dictionaries is
the tendency of nearly all biographers to stress the good
ethical qualities of the individual and to avoid making
personal judgements on him. "Youth, considered to be the
age of follies, is ignored by biographers'.<°> This could
be due to the fact that the subjects mentioned in the
biographies are usually considered models for Muslims to
follow. The Muslim scholars who wrote such biographies were

mostly religious and were concerned with questions of piety
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Chapter One
and ethics and therefore, "an element of character
idealization'<'> can be detected in certain types of the
biographical dictionaries. Furthermore, the physical

features are usually specified as an important element of

the character described.

Apart from the above, the rest of the content varies
from one dictionary to another. 1In the biography of rulers
and Political elites, it is the political and economic
events of life that receives the most attention. Also
information on family life often appear. In the case of
theologians, mystics and scholars, it is their educational
training, their teachers, the places they visited. and the
teachings and writings they transmitted that are emphasized.
Besides that, there 1is frequent mentioning of their
intellectual qualities and training.<2 As for biographies
of scientists and physicians they usually include
bibliographies of their published works. Regarding the
length of the biographical entries, it greatly varies; some
entries are only three or four lines, while others reach
over one hundred pages.<* It all depends on the importance

of the subject treated and the amount of information that
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the biographer is ablé to gather. The variation is not only
to be observed in the content of the biographies, but also
in the organization, for some are organized alphabetically,
while others are organized according to the chronological
period. The variety of information to be found in the
biographical dictionary is very rich, yet they remain "the
greatest untapped source of information on the medieval

middle east'".o

Modern researchers paid more attention to medieval
biographical dictionaries dealing with Religious scholars.
For example, Carl Petry analyzed the geographic origins and
residence patterns of the -=Ulama’ of Cairo in the fifteenth
century A.D. He based his study on 4631 cases selected from
two biographical dictionaries: al—paw’al—Lémiz_ii_Afzén 2l
Qarn al-Tdsi- of al-Sakhawi and al-Manhal al-Safi wa'l-
Mustawfi ba-d al-wafi of ibn Taghri Birdi.<s> Another modern

study based on the biographies of -<Ulama, is that of David

Stephen who analyzed The social role of scholars (s=Ulama) in
Islamic Medieval Spain.<s> There is also the short study of

H. Lugf{, who used the last volume of al-Sakhawi's

biographical dictionary on women, entitled Kitab al-Nisa, as
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a source for the sociél and economic history of Muslim women
during the fifteenth century® A . D. a=> That most modern
studies showed interest in the biographies of Religious
scholars, is due to the detailed coverage of the <Ulama in
medieval Muslim biographical dictionaries. According to
Petry, it is the only class that has been recorded to the
extent that it enables a sound statistical analysis.oe
Besides, the critical position occupied by the -<Ulama,
acting as a bridge between the ruling elite and the masses
in medieval Muslim society, tempted many of the modern
researchers to study the religious and political

contributions of this religious group.<®

In contrast, and despite of the vital medical services
that physicians performed in keeping health in the healthy
and restoring it in the diseased, they did not receive
enough attention from both the Muslim medieval biographer
and the modern researcher. Not much has been written about
physicians and even a great part of what had been written is
lost or scattered.<=> Besides, very few modern studies have
analyzed the extant biographical dictionaries of physicians,

in order to evaluate their role in Muslim Medieval society.
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To compensate for this inadequacy, I have chosen the major

medical Dbiographical dictionary of ‘ibn Abi Usaybi-a,

entitled, <Uyun al-Anb3' fi Tabagit al-Atibb3, as a
Historical source to evaluate the role and contribution of

physicians living in Egypt and Syria under the Fatimid and

Ayyubid rule.

Before starting to examine the role of physicians in
Islamic society and culture, the reader will be given a
general idea of the history of the writing of medical
biographical dictionaries: when the writing of such
dictionaries began? and who were the first to contribute to
the development of medical biography. An examination of
four medical biographical dictionaries is presented first in
order to demonstrate how the medical biographies genre
developed from the third/ninth century through the

seventh/thirteenth, when <Uylin al-Anba’ fi 'I.‘abaqa_lt a1-’At.:ibbé‘

appeared, representing the final stage in the development of

the Arabic medical biographical genre. The first Arabic

biography of physicians and philosophers is Tarikh al—A;ibbé'

of 1Ishag b. Hunayn which was written in thel year

290/904.<=»> Ibn Hunayn was the son of Hunayn b. Ishagq, the
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Nestorian chief of pﬁysicians in the <Abbasid court and the
Prince of Translators at this age.= He followed the
footsteps of his father and helped him with his work of
translation. His translations were of good quality,
scholary, and his Arabic was even better than his father's
whose mother‘ tongue was Syriac.c<=» Most importantly 1ibn
Hunayn practised medicine, and worked in the service of the
-Abbasid caliphs, until he died in the year 298/912 in
Baghdad.«<> Ibn Hunayn was regarded by historians to be the
first to write biographies of physicians. However, despite
the fact that he <claimed that his book included the
biographies of physicians since the appearance of medicine
till the year 290/904, it included only the biographies of
physicians who lived before Islam. There is no mentioning
of any of the physicians who had lived in the first three
centuries of Islam. He did not even mentioned the biography

of his father ”gunayn”, whose name appeared in later

biographical dictionaries.

The first two authors to write Dbiographies of

physicians in the early Islamic period were ibn al-Nadim of

Baghdad and ibn Juljul of Cordova. Their writings present a




new dynamic approacﬁ to the development of scientific
historiography. <= On Abu Yaeqib Ishaq al-Warrag ibn al-
Nadim al-Baghdadi, not much is known about his life or his
family, except that his father was a stationer (warrag) and
that he took up the same profession following in his
father's footsteps. In his vocation, he was in charge of
copying, binding and selling books. Because of ibn al-
Nadim's acquaintance with books and manuscripts, and because
of his interest in intellectual productivity, he was able to
produce in the year 377/986 a valuable work entitled: al-
Fihrist (the index). 1In al-Fihrist, ibn al-Nadim compiled
the works of authors belonging to various scholarly
branches, and divided. it into ten treatises. It is the
seventh treatise that is of interest to this research, since
it deals with the origin of the healing arts and provides
biographical sketches of ancient and modern physicians.<s
However, this seventh treatise deals with physicians living
in the eastern part of the Islamic empire only, especially
in Irag and Persia. The reason behind the frequent
mentioning of Baghdadi physicians is due to the fact that it

was ibn al-Nadim's city and the capital of the cAbbasids.<”

The Fihrist of ibn al—Nad{m covers the climax of about three



centuries  ‘of 'Islamic ' cultural productivity, and it is
regarded as a valuable Arabic index which provides a wealth
of information on various branches of knowledgecze>,

including medicine.

As for ibn Juljul, he produced his biographical
dictionary of physicians in the year 377/982, the same year

in which ibn al-Nadim completed al-Fihrist. Ibn Juljul Abu

Dawud Sulayman ibn Hasan al-Andalusi was born in Cordova,
Andalusia in the year 332/944 and died in 384/994. He
started his life studying grammar, then turned to the study
of medicine when he was fifteen. He became famous in the
field of medicine and worked as a personal physician of the
Umayyad caliph, al-Mustansir. He wrote several books, the
most important of them is his biographical dictionary of

physicians entitled, Tabagat al-Atibba wa'l Hukama.<=s> The

Encyclopedia of Islam mentions that this work is considered

as the oldest biographical collection of physicians in

Arabic, after Tabagat al-Atibbad of ibn Hunayn.<* However,

Sayyid, who edited ibn Juljul's work, states that ibn al-

Nadim's biographical collections of physicians preceded it.

He also adds that ibn Juljul could be considered the FiESE




one to treat this sﬁbject in al-Andalus but not the first
one in Dar al-Islam.c<s Ibn Juljul starts his biographical
work specifying the achievements of the pre-Islamic
physicians. He first mentions Greek, Roman and Alexandrian
physicians, then physicians in Dar al-Islam. This latter
group is treated in one section, except for the physicians
of al-Maghrib and al-Andalus who were given a special
section. One might say that the geographical division
appearing in the work of ibn Juljul might be due to a sense
of geographical pride in his native region. However, this
pride in geographical locality does not negate his awareness
of Dar al-Islam as one cultural region since he included in
his work physicians belonging to different Islamic .regions;
demonstrating that he regarded his region as a part of the
great whole: Dar al-Islam. One can argue that ibn Juljul's
book is the first specializing in the biographies of
physicians in Dar al-Islam. It is probable that our
author's collection of biographies of physicians is preceded
by ibn al-Nadim, but ibn al-Nadim's work was not a
biographical dictionary in the strict sense, it was a more

general catalogue in which only one treatise deal with

sketchy biographies of physicians.
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It was three centuries 1later (seventh/thirteenth
century), that another biographical dictionary of physicians
is known to have appeared, written by Abu'l-Hasan <Ali b.
Yusuf al—QifFI, this biographical dictionary is entitled

Ikhb3r al--Ulam3’ bi Akhbar al-Hukama' Al-Qifti was born in

the year 568/1173 in a commercial town in Egypt called Qift.

When he was still young, al—Qifgi went to Cairo, where he

" studied different branches of 1learning; later he served

prince Maymun al-Qusri, as a Judge in Aleppo. Then he
entered the service of the Ayyubid sultan, al-Malik al-
<Aziz, who promoted him to a ministerial office. Al-QifFI
remained in this office until he died in the year 646/1248.
While he was holding this post, he had the opportunity to
help other scholars and to continue his own literary
activity.o Al—Qif;I produced several works, the only one
that still exists is the above mentioned biographical
dictionary of scientists. This work includes around three
hundred biographies, arranged alphabetically, of physicians,
astronomers, philosophers, mathematicians and engineers from
ancient times till the sixth/twelfth century.<=s Unlike ibn

guljul, al-Qifti did not give any importance  to
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classification according to Geographical location. And
inspite of the fact that he was born in Egypt, he did not
dedicate a section to the biographies of Egyptian

scientists.

Several other medical biographical dictionaries were
produced by scholars in Dar al-Islam, yet I have chosen to
discuss the above mentioned four in particular because they
reflect the different developments which the medical
biographical genre have undergone. The book of ibn Hunayn
was the first biographical dictionary of pre-Islamic
physicians influencing the training and medical knowledge of
physicians under Muslim rule. Al-Fihrist of ibn al-Nadim

was the first bibliographical work to include the works and

biographies of physicians in Dar al-Islam. Tabagat al-
Atibba’ of ibn Juljul is the first book to appear,

specializing in medical biography, giving priority to al-
Maghrib. As for al-QifFi's dictionary, its importance lies
in the fact that it includes the category of physicians
among other scientists. These four dictionaries represent
the different stages of development of Arabic medical

historiography, leading to the final stage, to which ibn Abi




Usaybi-a's book <Uyun alnhnbé'belongs. Before going into a

detailed discussion of ibn ‘Abi Usaybi-a's work, it 1is
important to note that only two of the four biographers
under consideration were related to the medical profession.
Ibn al-Nadim was a book dealer while al—Qif@I was both a
judge and a wazir. This shows that recording biographies of
physicians was not limited only to people in the medical
field. However, both ibn al-Nadim and al-Qifti were
interested in recording the contribution of Muslim scholars
or scientists in general, and the contribution of physicians
was recorded only as part of the Muslim intellectual
tradition. In the case of ibn Hunayn and ibn Juljul, one
finds that as physicians, they seem to be more interested in
dedicating their work to recording the contributions of
scholars in their field of specialization. Furthermore, it
is interesting to observe that all the four authors under
consideration were connected somehow to the power structure;
they were all working in the service of caliphs and princes.
Ibn Hunayn was working in the service of the <Abbasid
caliphs and wrote his book as an answer to the request of
the gggi;, Abu'l Hasan wali al-Dawla.<+ As for ibn al-

Nadim, even though there is not much information known of




his relation to the elite, yet his book al-Fihrist is

dedicated to a patron prince.<s Ibn Juljul was working in
the service of the Umayyad caliph al-Mustansir¢s>, and he
wrote his book in response to the request of a member of the
Umayyad ruling family in al-Andalus.” Finally, al—Qifgi
was himself part of the power structure, serving as a Eggig
under the rule of the Ayyubid Sultan al-Malik al-<Aziz. The
relation of our four authors to the power structure, shows
how rulers in Muslim society were patrons of science and
were encouraging the production of scholarly works. A great
part of the success of the scholars and physicians under
consideration was due to the courtesy, generosity and
tolerance that Muslim caliphs showed to all of them, Muslims

and non Muslims alike, as in the case of Ispiq ibn

Hunayn. <=

<Uyun gl—AnbE'fI Tabagat al-Atibb3’ is the last and most

important work on the history of medicine in the medieval
period. It was written by ibn ‘Abi Ugaybi%a in the year
643/1245. Muwaffag al-Din Abu'l -Abbas Ahmad b. al-Qasim b.
Khalifah b. Yunus al—KhazrajI; a physician and bibliographer

whose nickname, ibn Abi Usaybi-a, was probably derived from




the fact that one of his ancestors had a deformed hand.<¢=
He was born in the year 600/1202 in Damascus and was brought
up in a family of physicians. Being a son of an oculist and
a nephew of a famous physician, he had been introduced to
medicine early in his life. He first studied the Quran,
Muslim traditions, Arabic Language and grammar, then turned
to the study of medicine under the supervision of his
father. Later he joined the medical school of a physician
named Muhadhab al-Din “Abd al—Rab;m b. €Ali, in Damascus,
whose detailed biography is included in ibn 'Abi Usaybi-a's
work. For further training, ibn ‘Abi Ugaybica joined al-Nuri
hospital in Damascus and al-Nasiri hospital in Cairo.«e He
became a competent famous physician and produced several
works on medicine which seem to be no longer extant.
However, we came to know of them because their names
appeared in his biographical dictionary.

Ibn Abi Usaybi-a's <Uyln _al-Anba is a collection of
nearly four hundred biographies of physicians living prior
to and during the Islamic period. It is considered the best
biographical collection of physicians to exist in both

and Western societies up to the European

Eastern
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Chapter One

Renaissance. <1 Thi% "precious, unique monument'<= is a
product of all the research and work done by the scholars
and physicians who preceded him. Ibn Abi Usaybi-a obtained
information from several Greek and Arabic sources.c<s
However, it was the above mentioned dictionary of ibn Juljul
that had the greatest influence on his writing. A collation
of the two texts shows that ibn 'Abi Usaybica had in some
cases copied closely or summarized the biographies in ibn
Juljul's text.css Furthermore, ibn Abi Usaybica seems to
have also adopted ibn Juljul's method of arranging
biographies according to Geographical location and
chronological period. However, in composing his work, ibn
Abi U§aybi=a depended to a great extent on oral
transmission. A large part of the contemporary data
included in his biographies, is first hand information or
data transmitted by his father or uncle, both eminent

physicians at this age. As for the literary style of ibn

Abi Usaybi-a, it contains features of entertaining style.<s

He included poetry composed by or for physicians,

philosophical sayings, anecdotal stories and humorous

quotations, all of which make the reading easy and

entertaining. <>




In the introduction of his work, 1ibn Abi Usaybi-a

states:

As clear from

the

contribution o

period.

lived, dividin

"Since the healing art is the most honorable
of all professions and crafts .. . it was
recommended in the religious commandments so that
medicine became equal to theology.... Therefore,
one should pay the greatest attention to medicine
and, in acquiring it, should devote the time to
learning the general and specific, theoretical and
practical laws concerning its study.... From the
time in which medicine was practised to our day,
many famous names are attached to this profession
as is well illustrated Dby their existing
writings.... I found, however, none who cared to
write a comprehensive work on the classes of
physicians and their deeds Tabagat al-Atibba’ ...
I, therefore, saw fit that.I should include in
this book anecdotes and data on the earliest among
the ancient and modern physicians and their
books.... which testify to their contributions....

and I have divided it into fifteen sections'" .7

bulk of his work to the study of the 1lives

g his work into the following sections:

this introduction, ibn ‘Abi Usaybica devotes

£ ancient and contemporary physicians of his

He classified them by the countries in which they



Origins of Medicine.
2. Earliest physicians.

3. Descendant of Aesculapius.

4. Hippocrates and his Contemporaries.

5. Galen and his Times.

6. The Alexandria physicians.

7. Arab physicians at the beginning of Islam.

8. Assyrian physicians under Early -<Abbasids.

9. Translators and Copyists.

10. Physicians in Iraq, Jazirah and Diyar Bakr.
11. Physicians in Persia.
12. Physicians in India.

13. Physicians in Spain and al-Maghrib.
14. Physicians in Egypt.

f 15. Physicians in Syria.c<e

These fifteen sections give the most complete history
of physicians in Dar al-Islam and a good deal of information
on ancient Greek and Roman medicine. It is in the last two
sections that ibn Abi Usaybi-a reaches the highest degree of

scholarship and originality for he mentions physicians whom




he had met in his -life, friends, colleagues, students,
tutors and family members. Ibn Abi Usaybi=a included a
lengthy detailed biographical entry that covers the lives of
both his uncle Rashid al-Din and his father. It is here
that most of the information included came through the word
of mouth, personal knowledge and experience. The
originality of the information mentioned in these two last
sections encouraged me to study them in depth. In this
research, I intend to analyze systematically and
quantitatively the Historical data included in these last
two sections in ibn Abi U§aybra's biographical dictionary
in order to evaluate the role and contribution of physicians
living in Egypt and Syria under the Fatimid and Ayyubid
rule. Using ibn Abi U§aybi=a's work and other sources
examining the medical practice it is hoped that a balanced
picture of the life of physicians and medical institution in

medieval Muslim society will be reconstructed.

But before analyzing the work of ibn Abi Ugaybi=a,
which will form the substance of both the third and fourth
chapters, I would like to draw attention to the state of the

arts after ibn hbi Usaybi-a died. His work includes



biographies of physiéians up to the year 646/1248, when the
author died. But what about later physicians? Where can
one find information concerning later physicians? LiEs ails
surprising to find out that no other biographical dictionary
of physicians is known to have been composed for later
periods. After the work of ibn hbz Usaybi-a, biographical
entries of physicians Dbecame scattered in'' *different
chronicles and general biographical dictionaries.<=> It was
only in the year 1942, that a physician called Ahmad -<Isa
collected the scattered biographies of physicians, and
gathered them together, beginning with the year 650/1252
until the modern times. Dr. -Isa produced a book that
included over seven hundred biographical entries, and gave

it the traditional title of a sequel Dhavl =Uyin al-Anba' fi

Tabagat al-Atibba, because he considered his work a
continuation of the work of ibn Abi U§aybra. He started

from where the latter had stopped, and included the
biographies of those physicians who were living during the

life of ibn hb; Usaybi-a but who were not mentioned by

him. ¢=e>




Even though one can argue that ibn Abi U§aybr@fs work
was fairly a comprehensive one in which the author succeeded
to include the biographies of the most important physicians
living up to his time, he neglected to include some of the
eminent physicians living during or before his time. For
example, it is surprising to observe that he did not include
the biography of the famous physician ibn al-Nafis who was
his colleague. The reason behind this could be due to the
personal rivalry between the two physicians.
Ibn Abi Usaybica and ibn al-Nafis were both well-known
physicians in Egypt, and both of them were students of the
same tutor and worked in the same hospital of al—MangGrI.
While ibn)AbI U§aybi=a was only a chief of department in the
hospital, ibn al-Nafis was the chief of all the Mansiri
hospitale¢s» Here, it can be fairly argued that personal
grudges made ibn Abi Usaybi-a deliberately omit the mention
of ibn al-Nafis in his work. Furthermore, as a biographer,
ibn,AbI Usaybi-a did not care to mention the ordinary
medical practitioners who practised medicine among the
middle and lower classes and where women practitioners may
have figured more prominently. Any reader of

ibn'hbi Usaybica's work, can easily observe that our




biographer seems to- have concentrated on the 1lives and
contributions of famous physicians who were often connected
to the elites. All this will be discussed at length in the
coming chapters. Furthermore, the data collected is uneven,
often information such as dates, places of birth, religion,
details on medical training and contributions are mentioned
in some biographies but not in others, a matter which of
course, makes the data harder to work with. Nevertheless,
given these reservations, the work of ibn Abi Usaybica can
still be considered as the most complete history of
physicians for the Fatimid and Ayyubid period. It asiea
source that contains a mine of information on medieval
Islamic medicine, and which provides numerous insights into

the social lives of physicians.

Finally, the Muslim biographers mentioned in this
chapter, including ibn Abi U§aybi=a, generally appear to be
objective in their judgement and critical in their approach.
Although they copied from other sources, they seemed to be
discriminative and cautious in avoiding unauthentic and
unreasonable stories. In addition, they appeared to have

acquired training and knowledge in different fields of




scholarship, and were therefore familiar with the cultural

trends in Dar al-Isl3m as a whole. In general, those who
contributed to the writing of medical historiography deserve
our thanks and admiration. Their works and achievements are
even more appreciated when compared to similar scholarly
developments in the western society during the same period

or even much later. s
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CHAPTER TWO

A GENERAL HISTORICAL SURVEY
OF MEDIEVAL ISLAMIC MEDICINE

Having described the biographical dictionaries of
physicians as a source for studying the role of physicians
in medieval Muslim society, an attempt will be made here to
provide a brief survey of the medieval medical practice in
Muslim culture. First, a short historical account of
medieval medical practice is provided along with the theory
that inspires that practice. Second, the medical
institution in Medieval Islamic society will be déscribed:
what it meant to be a doctor in this society? Who practised
medicine? what was the social and economic position of
physicians? What was the relationship between the physician
and society and what constituted the ethics of the
physicians? Where was medicine practised, and what were the
kinds of drugs used in medical treatment? All this
information is of great importance for the researcher
studying the profession and the role of physicians in Muslim

society. Therefore, before focusing on the Fatimid-Ayyubid




physician, some background information on Islamic medicine

in general will be provided.

A. A Short Historical Account of the Legacy of Medieval

Islamic Medicine:

wWhen the Arab Muslims conquered the Middle East and
North Africa in the seventh century A.D., they dids nog
destroy the civilization or the intellectual legacy of the
conquered lands. Oon the contrary, they came to embrace
significant elements of the culture of the vanquished
subjects and preserved their literary legacies.<> The Arab
Muslims were aware of the fact that the experiences and
attainments of former nations were of great value. They
assimilated the cultural achievement of the congquered
nations in various fields and added to them their own
independent investigations, the result of which had been
extremely valuable. The medical tradition that flourished
in Medieval Islamic society "was first imported but soon
improved upon and greatly enriched by significant additions,

investigations, and intelligent personal observations,

experiences and experiments'' . ¢




e ——

The Arab Muslims assimilated the medical legacies of
earlier civilizations, Assyrian, Babylonian, Nabatean,
Indian, ancient Egyptian and Greek. The latter seemed to
have been the richest, finest and most influential in the
field of medicine and, therefore, it greatly influenced the
Islamic learning of medicine.< Nevertheless, it should
always be kept in mind that, while learning from their Greek
predecessors, the Muslim physicians were always adding
substantial original observations and ideas of great lasting
value.«> The predominance of the Greek tradition was due to
the fact that the bulk of the population of the newly
established empire was made up of Hellenized Christians,
Jews and other religious cultures. Besides, their centers
of learning continued to exist during the Islamic period.
An example of one of the important centers of Hellenistic
learning, is the Alexandrian old school.<> Greek medicine
was practised in this school along with ancient Egyptian
medicine. This Alexandrian institution played a great role
in transmitting the Egyptian and Greek scientific tradition
to the Arabs. 1In his medical dictionary, -Uytn al-Anba’

ibn‘hbf Usaybi-a devoted an entire section to discussing the
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Greco-Roman medical iiterature taught in this institution.
He explained how Alexandrian practitioners and educators
utilized the Greek tradition and how they relied on it as
the major part of the curricula in their institution. This
medical institution lasted until the eighth century when
caliph <Umar transferred it to Antioch. Subsequently, the
medical curriculum which was studied in the Alexandrian
school continued at Antioch, and became the basis of medical

education in the Islamic period.c<

Besides the Alexandrian school, Greek medicine was
maintained in Islamic society through another channel. Tt
was maintained through the Nestorian Christians, who were
expelled fr<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>