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modern. Such research encourages cross-disciplinary studies. The current discussion would have 

benefited from further investigation and analysis on the role trade relations and foreign merchants 

played in Egypt, but effort to appropriately address such topics would have distracted from the 

overall purpose of analyzing copper’s role in the New Kingdom. This topic and others – including 

the impact of quality wood on metallurgy, the viability of various land and water trade routes in 

the ancient world, an in-depth analysis on charcoal production in its own right especially in desert 

regions, further studies and comparisons on the chemical make-up of artifacts, and experimental 

and ethnographic projects testing and recording production and processing methods involved in 

metallurgy and copper-smithing in particular – are suggested as areas for further study. Each of 

these areas would expand our understanding on the impact copper had as a commodity within 

Egypt. This understanding could also help us be more aware of the social and economic factors at 

play with modern commodities, such as aluminum or diamonds, beyond the traditional aspects of 

wealth-storage and exchange values. If a holistic methodology, like the one proposed in this work, 

is followed in such studies, analyses would provide better contextual understanding for their 

readers and would encourage academic cooperation and transmission of information across 

traditional educational boundaries. 
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Appendix A: Selected Catalogue of Objects 

 

 All images have been taken from online museum catalogues that make their content freely 

available for academic purposes. Items listed in the Metropolitan Museum of Art collection can be 

found at http://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection. Items listed in The British Museum collection 

can be accessed at http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/search.aspx.  

 

1.) Carpenter’s Adze  

The Metropolitan Museum of Art: 96.4.7 

New Kingdom – 18th Dynasty 

Thebes - Deir el-Bahari, Foundation Deposit 1 (A) 

Medium: Wood, bronze or copper alloy, leather       

Length of handle: 19.6 cm 

Length of blade: 15.7 cm 

Width 5.3 cm 

 

 

 

2.) Axe Head 

British Museum: EA68878 

New Kingdom – Possibly 18th Dynasty 

Provenance unknown 

Medium: Arsenical copper  

Length: 12.9 cm (maximum) 

Width: 9.06 cm (butt) 

Thickness: 1.07 cm 

Weight: 468.8 gm 

 

 

http://www.metmuseum.org/art/collection
http://www.britishmuseum.org/research/collection_online/search.aspx
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3.) Ornamental Axe with Handle  

British Museum: EA36766 

New Kingdom – Possibly 18th Dynasty 

Provenance unknown – Possibly from Thebes 

Medium:  Bronze or copper alloy, tamarisk wood, 

leather 

Length: 43.5 cm (haft) 

Height: 4 cm 

Width: 16.5 cm (blade) 

Weight: 260.5 gm 

 

 

4.) Stonecutting Chisel 

British Museum: EA15740 

New Kingdom 

Thebes 

Medium: Bronze 

Length: 12.7 cm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

5.) Carpenter’s Chisel 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art: 12.180.344 

New Kingdom – 18th Dynasty 

Thebes – Malqata Palace 

Medium: Bronze 

Length: 16.2 cm 
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6.) Stonemason’s Chisel 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art: 27.3.12 

Middle Kingdom – 11th Dynasty 

Thebes – Deir el-Bahari 

Medium: Bronze or copper alloy and wood 

Length: 15.9 cm 

Width: 2.2 cm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7.) Cosmetic Set  

The Metropolitan Museum of Art: 26.7.837 

New Kingdom – Early 18th Dynasty 

Thebes – Asasif Tomb, CC 37 

Medium: Bronze or copper alloy, ivory, stone and wood 

Mirror (26.7.837a):   Razor (26.7.837b): 

Length: 9.1 cm       Length: 18.4 cm 

Width: 6.8 cm       Width: 2.2 cm 

       Thickness: 0.1 cm 

 

Tweezers (26.7.837c):  Whetstone (26.7.837d): 

Length: 7.2 cm       Length: 9.9 cm 

Width: 1.3 cm       Width: 1.8 cm 

Height: 0.7 cm       Height: 1 cm 

 

Kohl tube (26.7.1447):  

Height 7.8 cm  
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8.) Menat Necklace with Counterpoise  

The Metropolitan Museum of Art: 11.215.450 

New Kingdom – 18th Dynasty 

Thebes – Malqata Palace 

Medium: Faience, bronze or copper alloy, glass, agate, 

carnelian, lapis lazuli, turquoise 

Length of counterpoise: 14.7 cm 

 

 

 

 

 

9.) Cup  

The Metropolitan Museum of Art: 10.130.1348 

New Kingdom 

Provenance unknown 

Medium: Bronze or copper alloy 

Height: 8 cm 

Diameter: 12 cm 

 

 

 

 

10.) Harpoon  

British Museum: EA59226 

New Kingdom 

Provenance unknown 

Medium: Bronze or copper alloy 

Length: 13.7 cm 

Width: 3.2 cm 

Height: 1.4 cm 

 

 



97 

 

 

11.) Small knife with handle 

Egyptian Museum, Cairo: JE61279 

New Kingdom – 18th Dynasty 

Thebes – Valley of the Kings 

Medium: Copper alloy and wood 

Length: 19 cm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12.) Mirror with handle in the shape of a woman holding a 

papyrus umbel 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art: 1972.118.30 

New Kingdom – 18th Dynasty 

Provenance unknown – Possibly Thebes 

Medium: Bronze or copper alloy 

Height: 29 cm 

Diameter: 15.5 cm 

Weight: 1.2 kg 
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13.) Mirror with Handle  

The Metropolitan Museum of Art: 26.2.18 

New Kingdom – 18th Dynasty 

Saqqara 

Medium: Bronze or copper alloy 

Height: 20.5 cm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14.) Razor (knife)  

British Museum: EA5597 

New Kingdom – 18th Dynasty 

Thebes – Temple of Isis 

Medium: Bronze or copper alloy 

Length: 11.7 cm 

Width: 2.2 cm 

Thickness: 0.2 cm 

 

 

 

15.) Razor (fixed) 

British Museum: EA26262 

New Kingdom 

Provenance unknown 

Medium: Bronze or copper alloy (blade) 

and copper 

Length: 19 cm 
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16.) Razor (rotating) 

British Museum: EA37198 

New Kingdom – 18th Dynasty 

Thebes – Deir el-Medina 

Medium: Bronze or copper alloy and wood 

Height: 11 cm 

Width: 16.8 cm 

Weight: 0.05 kg 

 

 

 

 

17.) Ring with scarab 

British Museum: EA64919 

New Kingdom  

Provenance unknown 

Medium: Bronze and glazed steatite 

Diameter: 2.9 cm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18.) Egyptian Ring found in Cyprus  

British Museum: 1897,0401.355 

New Kingdom 

Cyprus – Enkomi, Tomb 67 

Medium: Bronze or copper alloy 

Length: 2.1 cm 

Width: 1 cm 

Height: 0.7 cm 
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19.) Saw  

The Metropolitan Museum of Art: 25.3.120 

New Kingdom – 18th Dynasty 

Thebes – Deir el-Bahari foundation deposit 

Medium: Bronze or copper alloy and wood 

Length: 38 cm 

Width (blade): 4.1 cm 

 

 

 

 

20.) Ritual Statue of Thutmosis III 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art: 1995.21 

New Kingdom – 18th Dynasty 

Provenance unknown 

Medium: Black bronze with gold inlay 

Height: 13.1 cm (16.2 cm w/ tang) 

Width: 6 cm 

Depth: 7.6 cm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21.) Weight in the shape of a bull’s head (2 dbn) 

The Metropolitan Museum of Art: 68.139.2 

New Kingdom – 18th Dynasty 

Provenance unknown 

Medium: Bronze or copper alloy 

Height 3.1 cm 

Width: 4.3 cm 

Weight: 181.22 gm 
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