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ABSTRACT

This study aims to explore the social functions underlying the code-switch (CS) between MSA
and ECA with a focus on the most salient linguistic structures characterizing the switch. Data were
collected and analyzed from excerpts of Ibrahim Eissa’s novel “Mawlana.” Eighty-five instances
of code-switching were detected to take place via speeches conveyed by the novel’s main
character, Sheikh Hatem. Findings relevant to the social functions of the code-switch were
analyzed compared to Bassiouney’s (2006) proposition on the subject. Alternatively, results
following the linguistic structure of the code-switch were measured against Badawi’s (1973)

description of the colloquial of the educated level, aamiyyat |- mothaqgafiin.

Results showed that the switch from MSA to ECA served the social functions of sarcasm,
joking and clarification, whereas the switch to MSA was found to satisfy the speaker’s intent to
quote Qur’anic verses or prophetic narrations. The switch to ECA was observed to take place at
the lexical, phrasal and sentential level, while the switch to MSA seemed to only occur at the
lexical and sentential level. Furthermore, the use of lexical items or demonstrative particles was
evident on the lexical level, with idiomatic expressions and negations marking the switch on the
phrasal level. Alternatively, negative, interrogative, relative and accusative particles signaled the
switch on the sentence level. This study stresses on the importance of integrating MSA and ECA
in Arabic as a foreign language (AFL) classes in order to build speakers’ capacities to

communicate using the educated spoken Arabic.
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CHAPTER ONE: INTRODUCTION
Background of the Study

In societies where more than one language exists, variation of languages in one’s speech
can be observed in many forms. Speakers may alternate between languages or varieties of the same
language in order to make more effective and meaningful communication (Parveen and Aslam,
2013). This phenomenon is referred to as code-switching and is now acknowledged as a
widespread phenomenon in bilingual speech that gives speakers, with linguistic competence in
two or more languages, the advantage to alternate between two different languages or two forms
of a language in a single conversation (Fromkin, Rodman & Hyams, 2007). Code-switching is not
only observed in spoken language but extends to include written and sign languages (Soliman,

2015).

According to Myers-Scotton (as cited in Bailey, 2011), code-switching often takes one of
two forms, being the inter-sentential form and the intra-sentential form. In the case of inter-
sentential code-switching, speakers alternate from one language to the other just in-between
sentences. This way, they allow themselves enough space to generate a sentence or even entire
sentences before switching back to the initial language. This form is observed to be the most

recurrent form of code-switching among fluent bilinguals.

As for intra-sentential code-switching, it occurs within a sentence and it can either take
place at a word level or a clausal level (Bailey, 2011). This type is sometimes referred to as code-
mixing since it may require the speaker to follow a common structure among the two languages
being alternated to create a one sentence. Researchers argue that in this scenario the speaker is

usually unaware of the shift.



One can also detect code-switching within the same language in what is usually referred to
as diglossia. Diglossia represents the coexistence of two forms of one language and is argued to
come under the bigger umbrella of code-switching (Bassiouney, 2009). Ferguson (1959) claimed
that Arabic is a diglossic language with two discrete varieties, being a high (H) variety and a low
(L) variety. Each has a function that serves a corresponding appropriate situation. The H variety
refers to the Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) and is used in formal situations such as speeches or
news broadcasts, whereas the L variety refers to the colloquial Arabic and is used in informal
situations such as daily conversations, especially those that involve friends and family. In the Arab
world there is a coexistence of Modern Standard Arabic and the local dialects depending on the

context.

When considering Egyptian Arabic in particular, Badawi (as cited in Bassiouney, 2009),
claimed that there are five interrelated levels in the contemporary Egyptian Arabic. These five
levels form a linguistic continuum. The levels are: (1) fusha al turath, which is the heritage
classical Arabic; (2) fusha al ‘asr, which is the contemporary classical Arabic; (3) aamiyyat |-
mothaqgafiin, which is the colloquial of the educated; (4) aamiyyat I-mutanawiriin, which is the
colloquial of the enlightened; and (5) aamiyyat I-ummiyyiin, which is the colloquial of the illiterate.

Each one of these linguistic levels has its own morphology, phonology and syntax.

This paper takes a special interest in the colloguial of the educated, being the level at which
a changeover between MSA and ECA occurs within a typical Egyptian dialogue. According to
Badawi (1973), this level represents the language often used by educated individuals in different
contexts concerned with politics, education, art, and literature. It is mainly formed of ECA on the
morphological level; and while both MSA and ECA constitute the lexicon, the choice of code
depends on the social context shaped by the topic and the speaker’s background. Many features
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distinguish the colloquial of the educated level, some of which are its salient usage of sentences

that start with a passive voice as well as the absence of case endings.

Linguists have investigated how and why a speaker chooses one linguistic variety over
another. A closer examination of code-switching suggests that sentence structure poses constraints
on how code-switching occurs (Bassiouney, 2006). According to Myers-scotton (1993a) one code
is more prominent in a bilingual speech, which she termed ‘a matrix language’ (ML), while the
less frequent one was referred to as ‘embedded language’ (EL). The grammatical frame of
constituents such as inflections and determiners is supplied by the ML, while both languages
provide content morphemes such as nouns, verb stems and descriptive adjectives (Bassiouny,
2009). In other words, constraints on the switch are governed by the structural properties of a

matrix language which exclusively supplies the system morphemes.

However, Bassiouney (2009) claimed that the ML model seems to work better for a code-
switch involving different languages but not for the different codes of the same language. Her
findings challenge the idea of having syntactical constraints on diglossic switching. She proposed
there can be two MLs at work in some cases of diglossic switching. Results of her study presented
some cases of CS where system morphemes offered by the two codes, MSA and ECA, were used

simultaneously in the same clause and even in the same word.

Additionally, the Rational Choice model (RC) and the Conversation Analysis model (CA)
offer a possible ground that allows scholars of the field to dig deeper in order to unravel the motives
underlying the switch from one language variety to another. These are two different, yet closely
related, models that attempt to explain such motives. While both models agree that the decision to

make the switch from one variety to the other is being reached rationally, the RC model focuses



on internal factors guiding the speaker’s motivation in language choice. It is based on the

assumption that a speaker chooses a preferred language path out of a set of already available paths.

This preference is being triggered via an analysis of how rewarding a certain path is when
compared to the cost of using it. Myers-Scotton’s Markedness model (as cited in Bailey, 2011)
further expands on this idea to argue that speakers’ cognitive calculations seeking to choose the
best path takes into account three key elements: a recognition of their desires, values and prior
beliefs; an insurance of consistency of their chosen path against their desires, values and beliefs;

and lastly the existence of evidence to support their choice.

On the other hand, some theoretical models such as the audience design model and the
domain analysis approach focus on external factors affecting language choices. These approaches
operate in favor of the CA model. They suggest that speakers make the choice of dialect, style and
language depending on where they are, who they are talking to and the kind of impression or the
message they want to convey to their addressees (Wei, 2005). Bilinguals, according to the CA
model, choose a code that is relevant, follows procedural consequentiality and achieves a balance
between the conversational structure at hand and the community structure. Linguists following the
CA model claim that stylistic or metaphorical motivation may be behind speaker’s choice where
factors such as the interlocutor, social role, topic, venue, and type of interaction play a key role

(Riehl, 2005).

Different contexts and different purposes underlie the use of code-switching. Speakers may
use diglossic code-switching to leave an utmost effect on the listener (Bassiouney, 2009).
According to the situation, speakers may even switch from one code to another to show solidarity
with other social groups present in the community or reflect a prestigious social status. Soliman’s

(2015) analysis of CS in the novel Zaat showed that switching to English when talking to Egyptians
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is often seen to reflect superiority or a need to belonging to a higher social class. This was
consistent with other studies conducted in India that associated English with social class. (Soliman,

2015).

Speakers can also code-switch when there is a certain topic to be discussed or when they
need to express specific emotions. Parveen and Aslam (2013) investigated the functions of CS,
where their findings revealed that CS occurred when the speaker was angry or tired (as cited in
Soliman, 2015). Furthermore, Scotton and Ury (1977) suggested that identity is one of three social
arenas that play a role in code choice. According to their addressees’ identity as well as their own,

speakers switch from one form to another (as cited in Bassiouney, 2009).

Following the same line of how social roles decide the use of code, Bassiouney’s (2006)
findings propose that speakers change codes to change the role they are playing or the way they
wish to be perceived by others. One of her analyses to a speech given by president Mubarak to
university students at Alexandria have shown that he seemed to play three different roles using
three different codes in his speech. She pointed out how he moved from attempting to build an
informal relationship with his audience to playing a leading role as president then finally to show
an emotional involvement in the case at hand; all of which he did with the use of the appropriate

code that served his purpose.

Of particular interest to this paper is the observation of code-switching in the religious
discourse. Saeed’s (1997) attempt to examine code-switching in the religious discourse concluded
with a few insights that contributed to the current understanding on the matter. He analyzed the
speech of three famous religious figures from Egypt, Kuwait and Yemen who were observed to

switch from classical Arabic to their local dialects. His findings suggested that CS served many



pragmatic functions in the religious discourse such as quoting and simplifying (as cited in Soliman,

2008).

Statement of the Research Problem

Much research has been conducted on code-switching in Arabic focusing on the switch
between Arabic and other languages or the switch between MSA and ECA in conversational
situations. This present study seeks to extend the investigation of CS in novels to include this
phenomenon in the religious discourse context. It aims to explore the language functions of

diglossic switching in addition to analyzing its linguistic structure in the novel Mawlana.

While other studies, including Soliman’s (2015) study of the novel Zaat, have explored
diglossic CS in Egyptian novels, the significance of this study lies in its potential to investigate the
unique relation of CS to the religious discourse in a context that has not been addressed before. It
is intended to contribute to the existing body of literature concerned with the social functions of
the code-switch and its associated linguistic structures. It would be interesting to further examine
how Egyptian novelists deploy CS in their novels. This study can be regarded as a contribution to
the field of code-switching in general and to research done in Egyptian society on CS through

novels in particular.

Moreover, conducting studies on educated spoken Arabic is essential and of crucial need
in the field of teaching Arabic as a foreign language (AFL). A description of the features of this
variety would assist AFL learners in such a manner that would enable them to produce it properly
and closer to the way native speakers use it. Students will have a better chance at achieving

competency when they know the rules that govern the morphology of the educated spoken Arabic.



Research Questions

The study aims to answer the following research questions concerning the switch between

MSA and ECA:

1. What are the functions of code-switching employed in the Egyptian novel Mawlana?
2. What are the most salient linguistic structures used in code-switching in the Egyptian novel

Mawlana?

Definitions of Constructs
Below are the main concepts to consider in this study:

Code-switching (CS): CS is defined in terms of the speaker’s competence to alternate between

different languages or between different varieties of one language (Bassiouney, 2009).

Diglossia: According to Ferguson (1959), diglossia is the coexistence of two varieties of one
language. He divided them to High variety (H) and Low variety (L). The (H) variety is learned in
schools and is appropriate in situations related to giving a political speech or sermons in religious
discourse, whereas the (L) variety is the one used in daily conversational situations such as

conversations with friends (Bassiouney, 2009).

Linguistic Structure: The structure of the language is formed of subfields which are phonetics,

phonology and morphology.



Operational Definitions

Code-switching: Code-switching is considered here to be a switch between the two varieties of

Arabic (MSA and ECA).

Linguistic Structure: It is the occurrence of the switch on the syntactical level or the lexical level,
in addition to whether it is formed of two system morphemes of the two alternating varieties, MSA

and ECA, or of a system morpheme and a content morpheme.

List of Abbreviations

AFL.: Arabic as a Foreign Language
CA: Conversation Analysis

CS: Code-switching

ECA: Egyptian Colloquial Arabic
EL: Embedded Language

H: High

L: Low

MSA: Modern Standard Arabic
ML.: Matrix Language

RC: Rational Choice



CHAPTER TWO: LITERATURE REVIEW

This chapter offers a review of the main relevant research related to the present topic, which
is diglossic switching between MSA and ECA in the novel Mawlana. Many studies have examined
code-switching between Arabic and other languages or between MSA and ECA in the spoken
language. Yet very few have examined the functions and the linguistic structure of code-switching
in the religious context. This literature review is thematically divided into three parts: First, code-
switching definitions and studies of code-switching in different contexts, followed by a review on
the concept of diglossia and research related to diglossic switching. Finally, a brief review on

studies conducted on language change in the religious discourse in Egypt.

Code-switching

The study of language contact drew increased attention when Haugen and Weinreich
started their work in the early fifties. As a result of languages’ interaction, elements from one
language can be found alongside elements of another language resulting in the production of a
number of linguistic phenomena. These phenomena include transferring, lexical borrowing, code
mixing and code-switching. This paper focuses on code-switching, which is claimed to be the most
prevalent mode of interaction among bilingual speakers. While scholars in the various fields of
linguistics, psycholinguistics and sociolinguistics have dedicated special interest to code-switching
in the last few decades, there was no consensus on its definition and researchers leaned towards

providing a definition that served their respective disciplines (Soliman, 2008).

Weinreich (1953) provided the field with the initial definition that described bilingual

speakers as individuals with the ability to switch from one language to the other without breaking



communication in speech (as cited in Rabia Redoune, n.d.). Code-switching was defined later as
“‘the juxtaposition within the same speech exchange of passages of speech belonging to two
different grammatical systems or subsystems’’ (Gumperz, 1982, p. 59). Myers-Scotton (1993)
offered a definition for code-switching in which she claimed that speakers alternate not only
between different languages, but also between different varieties of the same language within a
single conversation. McCormick (1994), in agreement with Myers-Scotton (19930, also defined

code-switching as the ‘juxtaposition’ of codes of two or more languages or dialects.

Code-switching includes, but is not limited to, situational and metaphorical forms. The
situational CS occurs when speakers switch from one code or language to another according to the
situation or the setting. In contrast, metaphorical CS takes place whenever there is a change,
specifically in the topic (Gumperz, 1982). It is triggered by the individuals and how they want to
be perceived by their interlocutors. However, Gumperz developed the term conversational code-
switching (CCS) after being criticized about the distinction made between situational and

metaphorical CS.

Functions of Code-Switching

There is a significant number of studies on code-switching. The studies selected in this
section, however, only highlight the social functions of code-switching. The selected studies

discuss CS in different domains across different countries.

Safi (1992) conducted a study to examine the functions serving the motives underlying CS
between Saudi Colloquial Arabic and English in the speech of Saudi students living in the United
States. Participants of this study consisted of eight Saudi graduate and undergraduate students with

males making up the majority of contributions. Data was collected in a two-hour meeting and
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recorded on a cassette player. The main findings revealed that Saudi students changed the code
from English to their native language when they wanted to express religious or spiritual feelings
suggesting that the English counterpart could not have expressed the same feeling. The study
claimed that showing politeness could be another possible motive behind the switch. On the other
hand, speakers were observed to switch to English in order to use offensive expressions that they

could not use otherwise in Arabic.

Safi (1992) asserted that the occurrence of code-switching in bilingual speech did not
indicate the inability to separate the two languages. In fact, speakers have access to both linguistic
codes where social motives were found to be the underlying trigger of code choice. Although the
data was recorded in a natural setting, the researcher did not avoid the observer's paradox (Labov,
1972). It was also noted that the students did not have the same proficiency level in English, which
may have skewed the results of the study. While the sample was small and results may not be

generalized, findings from this study provided the field with insights worth investigating.

Further, El Masaeed (2013) investigated students undertaking a study-abroad program in
Morocco to assess the types and functions of CS. Data were collected from conversations among
students and their tutors in a sample of 17 students and 9 teachers. English and Arabic were noted
as students’ L1 and L2 respectively, while constituting the opposite for teachers. The researcher
applied the markedness model as well as the conversational model for data analysis. Results
revealed that participants switched to English according to the markedness model for many
reasons. The marked instances of CS served the following functions: a show of solidarity between
the interlocutors, a display of authority, a serious discussion of business issues in addition to joke-
telling. As for the unmarked switches, the functions served to fulfill communication gaps, asking
for accommodation and clarification for meaning.

11



In contrast, the functions observed when applying the conversational model were the
following: inclusion or exclusion of speakers, quotation and speech reporting and negotiation of
language. ElI Masaeed (2013) argued that speakers used code-switching as a natural
communication device and were able to make a rational code choice according to their goals.
Additionally, he recommended to teach second language learners how to use CS as a facilitating

tool for language acquisition.

When exploring CS in the written discourse, Albakry & Hancock (2008) examined the
phenomenon of CS in the 1999 Ahdaf Soueif’s The Map of Love. The researchers pointed out that
only few studies focused on CS between English and Arabic in the written literature. Their aim
was to demonstrate the importance of CS during postcolonial times as deployed by the novelist.
To analyze their data, the authors categorized the instances of CS into the following types:1)
traditional honorific titles; 2) references to customs and traditions; 3) historical references; 4)
greetings and conversational formats; 5) inter-language dialectal variation between MSA and
ECA,; 6) translational transfer. The findings indicated that CS was not used in only 3 out of the 29

chapters making up the novel, which reflected the high dependence on CS throughout the novel.

The reason behind Soueif ‘s frequent usage of Arabic expressions instead of providing their
English translations was seen as an approach seeking to connect the reader with the text meaning.
Moreover, many of the phrases and words used in the novel were socioculturally loaded, and thus
representing them in English would have resulted in losing the sociocultural implications. The
researchers concluded that many bilingual writers preferred to employ CS in their narratives. They
suggested that Soueif’s desire to mark the different aspects of the linguistic and cultural norms of
the Egyptian society could be the reason she chose to employ CS in her novel. Her writing was
seen to shift between MSA and ECA in certain occasions according to contextual factors that

12



included the degree of formality and the contexts of interaction. Furthermore, the hybrid English
resulting from her employment of CS could be a way for bilingual writers to maintain their cultural
identity. CS in this novel reflected the desire to break away from the hegemony of the colonist

and revealed cultural connotations to the western reader.

Following the same line of research, Parveen and Aslam (2013) conducted a study on CS
functions. Their research aimed to investigate the CS phenomenon in computer-mediated
communication, particularly the reasons behind CS between Urdu and English among Facebook
users in Pakistan. To that end, the researchers decided to use Malik’s (1994) framework for data
analysis, which included ten reasons underlying CS. They collected data from 50 participants of
males and females, and used a descriptive qualitative data analysis design. Their analyzed samples
have shown that reasons for CS that were most relevant to this study were: 1) lack of facility,
which meant speakers code-switched when they could not find the appropriate expression; 2) lack
of register 3); speaker’s mood such as being tired or angry 4); habitual expression in addition to
showing solidarity (belonging to a group). The conclusion of this study was that code-switching is
prevalent in online written discourse and its functions were similar to the ones in the spoken
discourse. All previous studies are relevant to this paper’s interest, especially since they discussed
the phenomenon of CS in different contexts providing evidence that CS existed in all aspects of

our lives.
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Diglossia

Zooming into code-switching directs attention to its more specific form: diglossia.
Diglossia received increasing dedication following Ferguson’s breaking-through article in 1959
titled ‘Diglossia,” in which he explored the linguistic situation of different countries, including the
Arab countries. Ferguson’s (1959) findings revealed the coexistence of two varieties of the same
language in the societies he studied. He referred to the two varieties with H for high variety and L
for low variety. He defined the high variety to be the language spoken in formal situations and
writing, while the low variety as the one spoken in everyday life (Versteegh, 1977; Wahba
1996). It is worth noting here that in the Arabic language, according to both Versteegh (1977) and

Wahba (1996), MSA constitutes the H variety, whereas ECA represents the L variety.

Wahba (1996) argued that Ferguson’s model did not reflect the linguistic reality as it
assumed that each language variety constituted a fixed and coherent system, which labelled the
language as dichotomous (as cited in Tawakol, 2008). Although Ferguson (1959) recognized that
in between the two varieties lied a linguistic continuum, he did not provide an analysis for those
intermediate varieties. As a result, many researchers adopting a practical stance towards the
diglossic situation in Arabic challenged Ferguson’s model. Nearly all of them agreed on the

existence of an Arabic language continuum (Mejdell, 2006).

Badawi (1973), one of the pioneering scholars in Arabic diglossia, expanded on Ferguson’s
dichotomic model to include three intermediate levels in written and spoken Arabic. In addressing
language varieties, he proposed that there were five interrelated levels in the contemporary
Egyptian Arabic. These five levels form a linguistic continuum. The levels are: (1) fusha al turath,
which is the heritage classical Arabic that is taught in religious institutions and which is used in

the pre-recorded television programs addressing topics related to religion; (2) fissha al ‘asr, which
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is the contemporary classical Arabic and is used for example in news broadcasting; (3) aamiyyat
I- mothaqgqafiin, which is the colloquial of the educated and is used in debates and discussions
among educated people ; (4) aamiyyat I-mutanawiriin, which is the colloquial of the enlightened
and is used in everyday life; and (5) aamiyyat I-ummiyyiin, which is the colloquial of the illiterate
and is used by the uneducated. Each one of these varieties has its own linguistic characteristics and
its specific social functions (Badawi, 1973, p. 89-90, Mitchell, 1986, p. 12, and Wahba, 1996, p.

105).

Although Blanc (1960) was able to distinguish five different varieties of the Arabic
language that were similar in structure to those proposed by Badawi (1973), the two models were
not in full agreement. Unlike Blanc whose approach for categorizing the Arabic levels was
descriptive, Badawi’s analysis took into consideration both the linguistic and sociolinguistic

factors (Tawakol, 2008).

This study focuses on the level at which a changeover takes place between the two varieties
of MSA and ECA in a spoken context. Badawi labeled this level as aamiyyat |- mothaqgafiin (the
colloquial of the educated) as per the above proposed model. In Badawi’s (1973) linguistic
continuum, it is the educated speakers who often use this level in order to discuss issues with a
scientific, cultural, or artistic nature. An interesting look at this level is one that views MSA in a
descent towards ECA, while acknowledging ECA’s ascent towards MSA in such a manner that
enables speakers of this variety to orally express contemporary culture. The development of this
variety is assumed to be an outcome of the inability of other levels of ECA to fully cover the
demands of “high culture.” This can also be associated with the incompetence of the educated

people to naturally use MSA in their speech. Therefore, this variety is often seen as a blend of
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features from both MSA and ECA that is mastered by the educated speakers (Badawi, 1973;

Mejdell, 2006; Tawakol, 2008).

Badawi (1973) claimed, based on his findings, that speakers of this level frequently used
negation markers when conversing in ECA relative to how often they would use it when switching
to MSA. He additionally noted that the demonstrative /da/ for masculine, /di/for feminine and /dil/
for the dual and plural of masculine and feminine associated words were chosen over their MSA’s
counterparts hada, hadihi, hadan, hatan, and ha’u/a?. In the same manner, the ECA relative
pronoun Zilli replaced its MSA counterpart ?alladi, 7allati, 7alladan, etc., to serve the speaker’s
choice of switching to ECA.

Abou Hagar (1998) unfolded Badawi’s (1973) description suggesting that certain rules
governed code-switching. Her findings indicated an explicit presence of MSA relative pronouns
within H variety-driven arguments, while its ECA counterparts were usually found within either

variety (as cited in Tawakol, 2008).

Functions of Diglossic Switching

Abdel- Malek (1972) was interested to explore the use of diglossia in novels, and focused
his research on the work of Yuusif Al-Sibaa’i as his novels were considered to be the most widely
read in the Arab world. Results showed that Al-Sibaa’i’s writing style passed through three stages:
the first stage used MSA exclusively in his writing; the use of both MSA and ECA was evident in
the second stage in which ECA was carried in a realistic manner for the purpose of holding inter-
character conversations, whereas the third demonstrated the use of ECA in contexts further beyond

dialogues in a way that reflected normal speech in everyday life.
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Abdel-Malek (1972) claimed that developments in the Arabic novel genre, in the early
twentieth century, created a tension between the two discrete varieties of MSA and ECA. As a
result, Al-Sibaa’i was clearly seen to develop a new linguistic style that began to establish its

presence in Arabic literary work. This in turn posed yet another conflict to the Ferguson’s model.

In addition to the written context, diglossic code-switching was further studied in an oral
communication context. Bassiouney (2006) conducted a case study in which she investigated the
relationship between code choice and speaker’s role. She focused her analysis on data collected
from a political speech by former Egyptian president Hosni Mubarak. Findings revealed that
Mubarak shifted code to MSA in order to establish a formal relationship with his audience as
president, whereas he was observed to change code to ECA in an attempt to create an informal
relationship with them playing the role of a friend to his fellow citizens. In her conclusion,
Bassiouney (2006) proposed that political speakers tend to change codes that corresponded to
different roles. She also argued that an Egyptian speaker in particular is the one who would
influence the code choice rather than the situation. Again, studies like the above ones provided
further evidence to challenge Ferguson’s model, where ECA is now seen to take the forefront

alongside MSA in formal domains in Egypt.

Functions of Diglossic Switching in the Religious Discourse

Following diglossia in the religious discourse, ElI Ganayni (1992) collected data on Sheikh
Sha’rawi’s Qur’an commentaries in order to follow changes made between the two codes of MSA
and ECA. She was also interested to detect any difficulties Sha’rawi might have experienced
during the CS process. Furthermore, she tried to demonstrate how Sha’rawi mixes MSA and ECA

using ‘ammiyat Al-Muthaqgafin.” For the purpose of the study, El Ganayni (1992) randomly chose
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one tape of Sha’rawi’s talks. Findings showed that Sha’rawi switched from MSA to ECA to
summarize notions in order to portray his own ideas as facts as well as to simplify the religious

knowledge in his speech to make it more understandable to his audience.

Her findings correlated with Badawi’s claims on how speakers can go down from one level
to another in order to make their listeners comprehend what they said. Similarly, Sha’rawi used
MSA to place an emphasis on the message he wanted to deliver to his audience and to quote from
Quran. In her conclusion, ElI Ganayni (1992) claimed that Sha’rawi used CS smoothly and free of

any form of difficulty labelling his ML as MSA and his EL as ECA.

In a more recent study, Soliman (2008) contributed to investigations of CS in the religious
domain. Amr Khaled’s speeches, being one of the contemporary renowned Muslim leaders in
Egypt, provided rich data for analysis. He chose ten religious speeches to examine, where he
analyzed the switch from MSA to ECA. The study sought answers to whether the kind of audience
and the discourse type had an impact on the frequency of the switch. In addition, Soliman
attempted to explore educated Egyptians’ perception towards religious figures switching from
classical Arabic to Egyptian Arabic in their speeches. This was especially relevant to compare
against Labov’s (1966) claim of a language change in societies as a result of individuals’ attitudes

and perceptions towards a specific language variety.

Results of the study showed that there was a considerable amount of switching to ECA in
Amr Khaled’s speech except when reciting Quranic verses, narrating prophet Muhammad and/or
supplicating at the start and end of sermons. A correlation could not be detected between the type
of audience and the occurrence of switching to Egyptian Arabic. Furthermore, switching to ECA
was observed to occur at a higher frequency in lectures than in discussions. Finally, the study

revealed that Egyptians’ view of using ECA in the religious context was positive. They found it to
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be more practical and simpler to use this code. Soliman (2008) used this study to bring attention
to the extent to which Egyptian Arabic was being used in the religious discourse in Egypt. Egyptian
religious scholars tend nowadays to switch to ECA in their speeches because they are aware that
most of their audience are not proficient in MSA and might have difficulties in comprehending
religious knowledge using this variety. Therefore, in order to guarantee delivering their messages

clearly, they use the simpler and easier language variety that suits the majority of audience.

Likewise, Bassiouney (2013) examined CS between MSA and ECA in religious sermons
focusing on social motivation, where she collected her data from mosque sermons. In order to have
an in depth analysis, she only selected three sermons. She analyzed two sermons by a famous
religious figure, Sheikh Sha’rawi, to highlight a pattern in his speeches while the third one
belonged to Sheikh Abd al-Zahir, who evidently only used MSA in his speeches. These speeches
were chosen to prove that preachers have freedom in their choice of code. In both speeches of
Sheikh Sha’rawi, Bassiouney noticed that he displayed a pattern of using Classical Arabic (CA) in
reciting Qur’anic verses, MSA for drawing conclusions, while ECA was used for stating examples
and providing explanations. The other speaker mainly used MSA in his speech, which made it

seem more didactic.

Her overall findings demonstrated that preachers switched between MSA and ECA to build
an informal relationship with their audience. However, during the sermon and regardless of the
code choice, the preacher kept his basic role as a religious teacher unlike the changing roles of
politicians presented in Bassiouney’s 2006 study that was discussed earlier. She argued that the
speaker used ECA whenever he wished to present himself as one of the people as it reflected
intimacy and informality. This revelation was only made possible through the application of

indexicality to her data. Results of this study added another set of evidence to challenge the
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markedness model. These results came in explicit contradiction to the markedness model that
expected to mark ECA in a religious speech as it would not be identified to be the norm. However,
this was not the case for a preacher like Sha’rawi since his audience expected him to use this

variety.

As evidenced through the above literature, code-switching phenomena takes place in both
verbal and written discourse. However, it is becoming clear that researchers are prone to studying
this phenomenon in spoken communication rather than in written texts. Additionally, only a few
number of studies dealt with CS in the religious discourse. Studies presented in this chapter were
arranged thematically. It opened with a review of studies that focused on code-switching and its
various functions, followed by a review of diglossia and Badawi’s colloquial of the educated level.
It then moved to studies on diglossic CS in Arabic in different contexts and concluded with a
description of the language change in the religious discourse. One can notice how all the studies

discussed above challenged Ferguson’s model of diglossic switching.

To sum up, studies in this chapter demonstrated how CS was prevalent in different
communities and different languages. It also revealed many functions of CS which were almost
identical in both spoken and written language. Many studies concerned the CS between MSA and
ECA in conversational contexts, yet very few investigated it in novels (Soliman, 2015),
particularly in the religious discourse. Thus, the aim of this study is to extend the investigation of
CS between MSA and ECA in the religious context and enable the focus on the social functions
of diglossic switching and its associated linguistic structure in the novel Mawlana. The novel
Mawlana was selected as it is heavily based on conversational situations that include CS between

the two linguistic varieties MSA and ECA, and thus offers a solid ground for data analysis.
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CHAPTER THREE: METHODOLOGY

Previous research targeting code-switching, where Arabic is the primary language, has
mainly focused on the alternation between Arabic and other languages or within the two varieties
of Arabic (MSA and ECA), where data was majorly collected in conversational situations.
Accordingly, this present study aims to extend research of the CS phenomenon to a rarely tackled
context such as the textual form of the Novel Mawlana, bringing to the scene the code-switching
between MSA and ECA that are noticed to inevitably accompany any religious discourse in recent
Islamic history (Soliman, 2008). This novel contains social and political events that reveal a good
amount of CS offering a solid base for analysis. Data collected in this study will not only be used
to examine the functions of CS but also to investigate the most salient linguistic structure used in

CS in Mawlana.

Research Design

A qualitative design is used to address the research questions. All collected data are
sociolinguistically analyzed relative to Bassiouney’s proposed social functions of CS alongside
Badawi’s description of the colloquial of the educated, where conclusions are drawn accordingly.
The intention is not to generalize findings but rather to provide an in-depth investigation of the
factors influencing the central phenomenon of code-switching by presenting a possible
interpretation of the collected data (Creswell, 2007). The qualitative dimension of this study also
enables the researcher to answer the study’s ‘what’ questions as it will obtain data from a small,
yet purposeful, sample. The research is more concerned with the unique characteristics of the

sample itself apart from any larger population (Perry, 2011).
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Source of Data

Data are collected from Ibrahim Eissa’s novel “Mawlana,” that tackled the benefit of
influential religious figures on television shows. The novel explores the sheikhs’ hidden world and
their connections and ties with businessmen, politicians and the governmental security institutions.
It also targets politicians’ misuse of religion towards serving their interests. Eissa started writing
this novel back in 2009 at a time when he placed himself in opposition to the former president
Hosni Mubarak but was not able, nevertheless, to finish it due to unannounced circumstances.
Mawlana later achieved its fame when it was adapted into a movie released at the end of 2016.
The novel’s main character is a young sheikh, Hatem, who becomes a TV celebrity following the
opportunity he had to lead prayers in a governmental mosque. Sheikh Hatem is portrayed to deviate

from the traditional religious figure with millions of his fans accepting his fatwas.

Mawlana is heavily based on conversational situations that include CS between the two
linguistic codes MSA and ECA, and thus offers a solid ground for data analysis. Moreover, the
author’s focus on the social and political events gave a good opportunity for the existence of a rich
context where the two linguistic codes MSA and ECA are used. Additionally, the selected data

represent the various functions of CS.

Procedures for Data Collection

Since this is a qualitative study and the sample is relatively small, data are collected
manually. Following reading the novel, the researcher selects the major instances where code-
switching between MSA and ECA occurs. These instances are chosen from Sheikh Hatem’s

conversations throughout the novel based on who he is addressing.
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The features of both codes are investigated in order to determine the context in which
Sheikh Hatem uses each variety, and were categorically classified into the use of MSA, ECA or a
mix of both. According to these criteria, sentences will be classified as mixed should they not
provide a match with either MSA or ECA. Words that are used in both ECA and MSA are deemed
neutral and will be categorized according to the context. Data are collected and analyzed to

determine functions of CS and its most salient linguistic structures.

In order to facilitate an understanding of the difference between MSA and ECA for non-
native Arabic speakers, data are transcribed using International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA)
accompanied by an English translation. For the sake of research credibility, all data collected is
demonstrated in appendix A, with all sentences representing the functions of CS found in appendix
B, while Appendix C shows all sentences where the switch occurred in either direction of MSA

and ECA.

Data Analysis

Bassiouney’s findings of the social functions of code-switching will guide the analysis for
how CS was employed in this novel. In contrast, Badawi’s description of the colloquial of the
educated offers a theoretical framework upon which possible answers to the research question
concerned with the linguistic structure of the switches can be measured against. The syntactical
and lexical features are central to data analysis where data are compared to Badawi’s description
in order to detect any differences that may call for an expansion or modification of how the

colloquial of the educated is viewed.
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For instance, the word only in MSA is /fagat/ while in ECA it is a different word: /bass/
and this constitutes a lexical difference. On another level, the present morpheme that is used in
MSA is /a/ demonstrated in the word ride /arkab/, while in ECA the morpheme is /b/ as shown in
the word /barkab/. As for phonological differences, the word gold in MSA is /thahab/ but in ECA
it is pronounced /dahab/. However, Bassiouney (2006) claimed that some words are neutral in both

codes such as Library which is /maktaba/.
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CHAPTER FOUR: RESULTS & DISCUSSION

This study examines diglossic switching between MSA and ECA while taking into
consideration both linguistic and sociolinguistic factors. The novel Mawlana constitutes the source
for data collection. The researcher’s main interest was focused on the functions of diglossic
switching, particularly in Sheikh Hatem’s speech, in addition to the linguistic structure of the
switch. To that end, the study attempts to answer two main questions: one explores the social
functions of switching between the two codes: MSA and ECA, while the second aims at revealing

the most salient linguistic structure of diglossic switching in the novel.

This chapter displays samples of Sheikh Hatem’s speech that reflected Badawi’s (1973)
third level of contemporary Egyptian linguistic continuum, namely the colloquial of the educated.
Data analysis shows 85 overall instances of code-switching (see Appendix C) distributed over two
categories: CS from MSA to ECA and CS from ECA to MSA. Results are organized in accordance
with the order of the research questions. Main findings reveal that four pragmatic functions are
employed in Sheikh Hatem’s speech: three functions served the switch from MSA to ECA and are
labelled sarcasm, joking, clarification, while quoting Qur’anic verses or prophetic narration were

found to serve the switch from ECA to MSA.

Moreover, the speaker seemed to frequently bridge over to ECA at the lexical level using
lexical items such as nouns and verbs, whereas idiomatic expressions and negations marked the
switch on the phrasal level, with less frequent switches occurring at the sentence level. On the
other hand, he would tend to use words and demonstrative particles at the lexical level, in addition
to negative, interrogative, relative and accusative particles at the sentence level to achieve the
switch in the direction of MSA. Below are a few samples representing the social functions
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associated with the switch in both directions of ECA and MSA respectively, followed by the key

structures that marked the switch in the same order.

DATA ANALYSIS
1- Functions
a) MSA to ECA

Data was studied and classified according to the function it served. Three functions were
detected recurrently as Sheikh Hatem switched to ECA; they are labelled as sarcasm, joking and
clarification. Below is a detailed account of the three functions in terms of their social context in

the novel as well as their relativeness to other research findings.

I- Sarcasm
sl gl ol Tt Hlals Yy sl Miuf Lo sile

matrodd ya ?ustaz ?anwar walla /arir fagat tis?alni, gawib yayiya!

Why don’t you answer, Anwar? or are you just good at throwing questions at me? Show me how
you are going to answer the question!

These are Sheikh Hatem’s words to the program’s host, Anwar, who was often portrayed
as trying to give the impression of a well-informed person on the religious matters at hand. It is
noteworthy to mention that although Anwar’s speech appeared to reflect a deep understanding of
the issues discussed, Hatem seemed to have recognized the limits of his claimed knowledge. He
knew that Anwar had a superficial knowledge and his memorization of the Qur’anic verses served

as a distraction from the lack of true understanding and a successful reflection of the good image
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he sought to his audience. It is therefore understandable why Hatem would redirect the question
(gawib yayizya) towards Anwar placing him on the spotlight with an implicit intention to embarrass
him.

It is often seen that Sheikh Hatem would switch from MSA to ECA when throwing a
sarcastic remark. This particular remark came across as though Sheikh Hatem’s intention was to
deliver a message that he is the expert exposing Anwar’s lack of knowledge. The speaker’s choice
of ECA code served to express this message challenging his addressee and was accomplished in a

manner that could have not been possibly achieved should he have chosen to use MSA instead.

II-  Joking

b clall AL e ) 3 Y (g il ila agd sl sh s alall el adl Yy il Conlin 391 1 pal€ oSl e U

zoAa dsi el Ul Jf oy (e Jaii ey cpomy g 2315 SORY) 8 el a8l Jmydelen b ¢ 4nali o Joal 8

Ay 4K (g2 Jald o (peada iy Ul oa ¢ Juald

va gamada vasni 2afSud 2ahati fil?ayla? willislam wba¢dain bint tnuz ¢ala wad 2awwil ma

Zayuna anwar yiul fasil dana ba?ait hasis Pinni fasil di kilma bazsalah. ”

Didn’t I ask you to let the channel’s owner understand that Hatem Eshinnawy does not approve

of inappropriate advertisements during the intermission of his show? Oh people, it doesn’t make

sense that | am educating my audience about the morals of Islam and the minute Anwar

announces the break, | find ads with qirls and boys interacting provocatively. | am beginning to

feel that the word “intermission” is an inappropriate word.
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Sheikh Hatem spoke those words during one of the intermissions on the show. When the
program’s host announced the short break, Sheikh Hatem addressed his speech to the program’s
director in a firm and loud voice. He came across as confrontational, standing up to his values yet
he chose to act in a gentle manner that reflected his sense of humor, and therefore was the switch
to ECA. While MSA could have accurately conveyed the meaning of the desired message, it does
not have the capacity to arouse the intended feelings associated with the ECA variety in this
context. The switch here was to give authenticity to a joke that would be naturally spoken in
everyday language. This can possibly be connected as well to how he perceives himself as a

Muslim figure and how he perceives others.

I1I-  Clarification
lic 3y jse 5 8 Je e e sl OF oY) Jlall i ey sill s Jlall s eJ s 13 ) il L s

Suf ya Panwar Pal’aya mada tagiil, taqgiil 2almal walbaniin, yib?a elmalil 2awwil, li7annal banin
min yayri mal_fa?r wiiiz b¢d {annak

Anwar, check out what the verse says here: it says the money and children. This means that

money comes first, because having children without having money is nothing but poverty.

The switch to ECA Sheikh Hatem made when he said i Jle e (e ¢ sl 0¥ «J ¥ Jla) 2
<lie a2y 55 5 had a clear purpose of clarifying to Anwar, and accordingly to his audience, the
carefully chosen order of wealth followed by children in the mentioned Qur’anic verse. The reason
behind this code choice might be due to the fact that Sheikh Hatem is aware that most of his
audience are not well educated in MSA, and therefore using ECA here helps in simplifying the

religious knowledge and ensures delivering it to a larger number of people as it is the most common
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language variety. These results are in agreement with El Ganayni’s (1998) and Bassioney’s (2013)
findings on diglossic code-switching showing that Muslim figures tend to switch to ECA as they

encounter situations that require them to clarify or explain religious issues.

In addition to the results discussed above, the speaker would also choose to use ECA to
express emotions of surprise or intimacy. Although the ECA phrases used here do not follow a
switch from MSA, they were within an MSA context where the speaker was solely conversing in
MSA but chose at certain instances to initiate with an ECA phrase that corresponded the exact

emotion they were feeling then. The below examples demonstrate Sheikh Hatem’s code of choice:

- Surprise

yayabar Ziswid, l1a ta¢rif ma huwwal yunsur wal bunsur!

Oh my Goodness! You do not know what the pinkie and ring finger is!

In the case of this occurrence, Sheikh Hatem expressed his surprise to Hassan, a man
portrayed in the novel to have converted from Islam to Christianity, he asked him a question about
»aidl 5 naidll to which Hassan was not able to respond as he was not familiar with the expression
used. This expression is assumed as common among native speakers, which explains why Sheikh
Hatem would express his surprise using the ECA phrase 25« b, This phrase is often associated
with a negative connotation that reveals the disappointed surprise Sheikh Hatem must have felt for

Hassan’s lack of familiarity of his mother tongue. It is understandable why in a diglossic
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community speakers would spontaneously decide to use their local dialect to express their surprise,

and thus the justifiable use of ECA instead of MSA was the natural choice for the speaker.

- Intimacy

Al iy pal G (e in A Lo s Al (e sl L a5 b o

buss ya wad yabu {ali, Zilmasziziyya yumma yaragit------

Listen, my friend! when Christianity started to spread away from Bayt Lahm it became

politics rather than a religion.

Sheikh Hatem was noticed in this case to have used the phrase = sl L 35 L s=: when
conversing with Hassan who grew closer to him as the events of the novel progressed. In Egypt
particularly, e s is a nickname for the name Hassan that reflects a certain level of friendship.
Addressing Hassan using this nickname, as he was attempting to unfold connections to historical
events that occurred in the earlier time periods of religions, could have been Sheikh Hatem’s
approach to breaking barriers that were possibly hindering Hassan’s view of Islam. His intention
might have been to lure Hassan to drop his guards when speaking to one of the Muslim Sheiks he
once resented. This is clearly an indication of the intimate relationship he had managed to establish
with Hassan. Furthermore, this is in line with Bassiouney’s (2013) findings who proposed that
Muslim figures chose ECA as they work towards establishing a one-to-one relationship with their

audience.
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b) ECA to MSA

The only function found when switching from ECA to MSA was quoting Qur’anic verses

and prophetic narrations as demonstrated by the below examples:

....... 12 o Al gy Sl il e oty g1 ALl iy e Sl 258 S i

Juf kayfa yaytimil mawla {azzawajal

Behold how God the Almighty closes his verse with a divine wisdom that guides a firm

separation
-------- " ) s s YT Ayl 8 (A s 83008 s ol ) 3 Euaal) g

fufil hadig Palladi rawah Pabi hurayra

Behold the Abu Horayra-told narration mentioned in the acknowledged set of Bukhary,

number four thousand and ----- the Prophet says:” --------

Although these samples show different instances of the speaker’s use of MSA to quote a
Qur’anic verse or a prophetic narration, they were both classified under the same category as they
were either using the word of God or posed as conversing with God. While Qur’anic verses and
prophetic narrations are considered as sacred text, both types, however, are often observed to be
recited using MSA. It is evident through the data collected that MSA is Sheikh Hatem’s standard
code of choice when reciting prayers, qur’anic verses or prophetic narrations and he is seen doing
so in what can be called a gradual shift from ECA to MSA. The fact that the Holy Qur’an was
revealed to prophet Muhammed in Classical Arabic might explain why the speaker chooses to use
MSA as the closest variety to the word of God reserving the effect of the holy word and
maintaining the prestigious glorified charm it has on people’s minds. These results correlate with

those of Soliman’s (2008) who suggested that Amr Khaled switched to MSA in his speeches as he
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quoted prophet Muhammad's narrations or other occasions when he would supplicate at the

beginning of his lectures.

2- Salient Linguistic Structures

Following are the results that address the second research question concerning the most
salient linguistic structure in the switch occurring in either direction of MSA and ECA. Results are
divided into two main categories indicating the direction of the switch with a further division to

indicate the level at which the switch took place.

a) MSAto ECA

Structure Example Number

1Sa g8 o gl hsij\j}@).&ﬁ\ 1
Lexical Level

B850 (b pare S A gl e | 2

Phrasal Level

Slic amy joe s i Jle e e ol OV | 1

a- ldioms

Opmans 8yt ol 4l 3l Gl | 2

aidpe ale G pa Y | 3

03 V) L gy & bl o o3 e il | 4

ORI T (o g Wl Adaall dundll dpnd s dllia | 5
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b- Negation

Yy Al 8 61S5 Y clincal alia s cula g allie il
looe LA o Y ALl Y g oSl e iaats

ale dpas 13 ol 4l 4l ol o ) e asally 13
id el g dalall anyds o W S Lo Aalal)

Ol e Lisany @530 V) Al ) dady e

T sl (s L e gooooam puaidll 5 pomiad) 8 Lo o jas Y

10

e zlina e Lol )l sl e LS

11

Sentence Level

Jeal b b oLl ALE lidle] 3y Y oGl aila agl 15158
(a5 DY)y BIAYI (b aT bl iy delon Ly ¢ 4l
Jald = A0 Jsiy 5ol Bal le Jof ol g e Jati cuiy

9@\}&5@)&3&@&.\4\)&&&@\3&&.\WL&\

As per the above data, the switch to ECA occurred at the lexical, phrasal and sentence
levels. A noun or a verb at the level of a lexical item marked the structure of the lexical level. For
instance, Sheikh Hatem used the ECA noun i Paf/; which translates in essence to “without
giving it thought,” following a negation sentence in MSA. It serves to express the message the

speaker wished to deliver more accurately than if it would have, should he have chosen to continue

in MSA.

As for the phrasal level, data analysis shows a significant usage of idiomatic phrases as
those occasions where Sheikh Hatem shifted to ECA in his speech. The speaker used the phrase

clic 2wy S50 5 8 falr wiiz bd fannak in order to provide a meaning clarification to a Qur’anic
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verse. <lie 223 is @ common idiom among Egyptians that often carries a negative connotation and
was used here in collocation with s s _%. Sheikh Hatem might have used it to make meaning
accessible when his addressees can connect to commonly used words and barriers to understanding
are removed. Additionally, the table shows instances of negation that Sheikh Hatem uses in ECA
at the phrasal level. With a closer look on the sentence amai zliaa (e Lol jl—laual 5 L g LS|
Sheikh Hatem uses the ECA negation particle s mi/"which means “does not” followed by an
ECA word zbs< mistag “need”. While Sheikh Hatem could have continued to negate using MSA,
the social context of being at a dinner party with his colleagues might have driven the switch to
ECA in order to bring some informality to their conversation. However, he seems to have only
needed a phrase before he could continue his speech in MSA, since he was discussing matters

related to prophet Muhammad said.

A final level of interest at which the shift to ECA occurs is observed to take place at a
sentence level. One can notice that all sentences used by Sheikh Hatem while switching to ECA
are nominal sentences as opposed to the traditionally used verbal ones when conversing in MSA.
A switch to ECA on both the phrasal and sentence level is used whenever Sheikh Hatem resolved
to joke with his addressees, make a sarcastic remark or clarify the meaning of a Qur’anic verse. It
is only logical for him to choose a phrase or a sentence in order to properly express his joke, be
sarcastic or explain an issue that would have otherwise remained inaccessible to his audience. It

is very rare to be able to achieve this purpose using only a one word.
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b) ECA to MSA

Structure Sentence Number
Lexical Level
a- Word Lsaly csla ol daid lala Wy Hol sl Layila |1
oany e Gl GEY) Lo b edl 5 S | 2
b- Demonstrative Particle e adaly 2K 18l e el gl a) | ]
Ao sl ) 18 L[ 2
Sentence Level
a- Negative Particle Al m 2 )T Y Al G 3 Jladl sl 7 gy el Bl G [ 1
ale
il s peaidl) o8 Lochai Y cagul sa L | 2
peandl U oo Ll Jsuad) | 3
b- Interrogative Particle oy 138 Culad I3 g a gl A L | 1
Sl 2l Jady Bla ¢ 3a elrie nia | 2
CAuCal) o2 Chmans oyl cpdll i b | 3
c- Relative Particle A s clea g Al Cua e il JL) 1 e W] 1
s (8 O () 4l (3 el iy | 2
A manaa (858 sl o5 (o3 Cunall Cagd | 3
d- Accusative Particle OIS A il 3Ly G Lais G e el s 8 b as | ]
Lale 5 Landa |yl
3,01 138 Lgde o) (Seon Lda s CulS o dlimia a3V | 2
delen b iehl (S siisall e (Jiypaliynas | 3
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The data revealed that the shift to MSA occurring at the lexical level was at the level of the
word or demonstrative particle, whereas negative, interrogative, relative and accusative particles
marked the switch at the sentence level as per the results displayed in the above table. Sheikh
Hatem is seen to shift to MSA at the lexical level when he said ¢l L Lls ¥ 5ol daui oyl
L AL« s, He did so by inserting the one word i fagat, which means ‘only’ in MSA, within an
ECA sentence. One may claim, judging from the mentioned example along with similar samples
displayed in the above table, that content morphemes such as words, verbs and adjectives are not
restricted by the switch. Alternatively, the use of the sentence (s adais 23S 128l e &l & 4
shows how Sheikh Hatem switched to MSA using the demonstrative particle 1» hada followed by
a neutral word »3S kalam “talk” contradicting Badawi’s (1973) findings on the common word

structure used in this level.

Badawi (1973) argued that the demonstrative /da/ for masculine, /di/for feminine and / dil/
for both the masculine and feminine dual and plural in ECA are used instead of MSA
demonstratives: hada, hadihi, hadan, hatan, and harula?. This might indicate that a switch
occurring at a point in the discourse using a MSA word or a demonstrative particle does not
necessarily require the rest of the sentence to follow the same code. In other words, inserting a
lexical item in MSA, whether it is a word or a demonstrative particle, within an ECA sentence
does not violate a syntactic rule of either form.

Concerning the switch at the sentence level, Sheikh Hatem switched to MSA in the
sentence 4de dul s a1 Y daals o & Ml adll 5 ccand U 4l b 1@ Puridu hirasa Salayh initiating
it with a negative particle followed by a verb in the present tense xi ¥, which translates to “I do

not want,” making a clear distinction from the negation system utilized in ECA. It is noteworthy
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to mention here that it is impossible for the speaker to follow a MSA negative particle with an
ECA verb. This was in conflict to Badawi’s (1973) findings referencing this level, which indicated
that educated people tend to use negation in ECA in their conversation more frequently than they
would in MSA. This is achievable through the use of the prefix / ma/ and the suffix / /7 for verbs,
in addition to the use of the particle / mi/l. Sheikh Hatem’s tendency to frequently use MSA
negation particles also came to contradict Bassiouney’s (2006) predictions. She suggested in her
code-switching study on political speeches, mosque sermons and university lectures carried in

Egypt, that Egyptians favor ECA negatives over MSA ones in the event of a mixed speech.

On the sentence level as well, Sheikh Hatem is observed to shift his speech to MSA at the
level of an interrogative particle when he said (e besy cgoly ¥) Ml and) J2dy 13le ¢3a eiie mnia
cb=sll mada yaffal Passadil ¢ali “what does the High Dam do” The speaker uses a MSA
interrogative particle 13 mada “what” followed by a verb in the present tense directing a question
to one of his friends. It is notable how interrogative markers were not one of the common word
structures Badawi mentioned in his 1973 study, and thus making its first appearance as a new

feature characterizing this level.

With reference to Sheikh Hatem’s sentence 4 5is <l s granad (Al Cun 5o andl Jl) 1ale il
7allati tamsa/ wajhak wa tuzaiyyinuh “ the one who does the makeover for you” the speaker chose
to use the relative particle 3 2allati,” who”, as opposed to its ECA counterpart 2 /illi/, followed
by a verb in the present tense, in the middle of his ECA sentence when conversing with Anwar
during a show break. Once again, this result contradicts Badawi’s (1973) assumption that the ECA
relative pronoun 7illi is more commonly used by the educated speakers in this level when compared

to its MSA counterparts: 7alladi, 7allati, 7alladan etc. In contrast, this confirms Abou Hagar’s

37



(1998) evidence-based hypothesis that indicates the presence of MSA relative pronouns within

arguments driven by the H variety.

A final feature making surface on the sentence level is the use of accusative particles.
Sheikh Hatem swiftly inserts the accusative particle ¢l Panna when saying s ook b 558 <l a3
A silall 8 Le8 5 o jall Lais o)) Panna hifzal qur?an wagtaha figzufiilah “that is memorizing Qur’an at that
time in the childhood” making his way to a full MSA sentence. This again is considered a new
finding as no previous research had shown the use of MSA accusative particles to pave the shift

towards MSA.

To sum up, it is evident how the use of negative, interrogative, relative and accusative
particles on the sentence level impact the entire sentence in a way that restricts the switch back to
ECA. These are system morphemes that belong to MSA. This is in line with the principle stating

the governance of certain rules over code-switching.
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CHAPTER FIVE: CONCLUSION

This study aimed to investigate the functions of code-switching between MSA and ECA
as employed by the novel Mawlana, particularly in Sheikh Hatem’s speech, as well as finding the
most salient linguistic structure of the switch. Data analysis of the main findings revealed that
Sheikh Hatem changed his linguistic code from MSA to ECA to serve the social functions of
sarcasm, joking and clarification, whereas the shift towards MSA satisfied the aspiration of quoting
Qur’anic verses or prophetic narrations. Moreover, the functions of clarification and quoting
operated in a similar manner as it did when explored by previous studies, while the functions of

sarcasm and joking were new findings of this study.

As for the linguistic structure of the switch, an analysis of the samples pointed out that the
switch to ECA occurred at the lexical, phrasal and sentential levels; but it only seemed to take
place at the lexical and sentence level to mark the switch towards MSA. Observing the switch
towards ECA, a noun or a verb often marked the switch at the lexical level, while idiomatic
expressions frequently made an appearance at the phrasal level when compared to the use of
negation markers. At the sentence level however, nominal sentences characterized the switch to
ECA.

In contrast, single words and demonstrative particles signaled the switch to MSA at the
lexical level, whereas negative, interrogative, relative and accusative sentences characterized the
switch at the sentence level. These findings are in partial contradiction to Badawi’s description of
“the colloquial of the educated level,” commonly known as aamiyyat |- mothaqgqafiin. These
structures, although taken on a linguistic scale, noticeably served the social functions of sarcasm,
joking and clarification, unveiling the religious identity of Muslim figures as a possible motive

underlying the switch in both directions.
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Sociolinguistically, this contradiction can possibly be traced back to the identity Muslim
figures usually adopt, especially El-Azhar University graduates who seem the keenest to reserve
their religious identity. MSA is known to be the code of preference for the majority of Egyptian
religious scholars when addressing their followers in sermons as well as in their daily life
interaction. This extends to communications with family members as they increasingly connect
with their religious identity. Another reason might be their tendency to resort to MSA in order to

preserve the image of conservative Azharis.

A preference of the switch to MSA as used by religious figures is evident when compared
to the majority of the Egyptian community. This can be argued to represent the attempt of those
with a religious status to distinguish themselves from others. Further to this argument, the
consideration of MSA as the prestigious language associated with education and literacy may

provide further rationale to what triggers the switch to MSA

Delimitations of the Study

Some of the challenges experienced in data collection possibly had a direct impact on the
validity of the results. A major challenge of this study was the researcher’s ability to recognize the
switches between the two varieties of the language. The difficulty lied in providing an accurate
distinction between MSA and ECA as the domains would overlap on shared vocabulary, syntactic
and morphological features. Consequently, the researcher considered any shared vocabulary as
neutral, relying on her linguistic knowledge, as well as a consideration of contextual clues in order

to overcome the presented barrier. This enabled her to decide what constitutes the switch.
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Although this study tackled diglossic code-switching between MSA and ECA with a focus on
the social functions of each code and the most salient linguistic structures in the switch, it did not

examine readers’ attitudes towards using CS in novels.

Pedagogical Implications of the Study

The findings of this study suggest some pedagogical implications that might be of value to
those involved in building AFL learners’ competence in using the colloquial of the educated
Arabic. This study gives strong pointers that has the potential to guide teaching Arabic as a foreign
language. Programs can be developed in such a way that takes into consideration an integration of

both MSA and ECA in AFL classes.

Exposing Arabic learners to materials that reflect the interweaving nature of both forms of
Arabic should help students attain a well-rounded grasp of the language that is close to that of
native speakers. Arabic Teachers may start to explore the rising necessity of educating their
learners about the rules that govern the switch between ECA and MSA when using aamiyyat |-
mothaqgqafiin. This can be achieved with a link to the different pragmatic functions of the two
forms encouraging learners to understand the specific set of social functions that come to serve
every switch. It is hoped that these implications could assist and be useful for both teachers and

learners of Arabic.

Recommendations for Future Research
This study advises further research to take into consideration an examination of the

relationship between code-switching and identity in the religious domain. Additionally, it can
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include reader’s attitudes towards using diglossic code-switching in novels and explore the
awareness of the functions serving the code-switch between MSA and ECA. It may also be of
value to investigate the functions of code-switching between MSA and local dialects in other Arab
countries. Finally, it is recommended to investigate the switch between MSA and ECA on the
morphological level, as well as to examine educated speakers’ usage of the negation through the

use of the verb prefix / ma/ and the suffix / /I
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APPENDIX C

ECA to MSA MSA to ECA Sentence # of
; ; ‘ - sentences
Demonstrative Lexical ltem Wl Lol celilinly (game b Liaadl | gl ae b 23l clile 1
particle »3» AN o3 Fladl o W dale gl
Interrogative particle | Lexical ltem & s e sl g Jladl J g8 e o8 13k Y1 51l by i g 2
13 Lexical Items <lic = 2 Hee g 58 Jle e e sl OY (Y JW
Accusative particle elic
oY
Lexical Item L Lexical Item —sla Costa ol o lla ¥ gl Al b ajile 3
LAk
Relative particle Glea 5 e S Cum sl Jla) 1a e Ul 4
b s
Negative particle ¥ | Lexical ltem = Sl ¥ g Al Caalia Y1 1 5alS oS 8 e Ll 5
e ) 3 5 Y g st alla agd 15185 alall jadll
2l Jimy delen ¢ 4aadli s Jual 8 8 olial) AL
ol g e dai iy cpang g 2yl BYAY) 3 al
Gy Ul 0a ¢ daald 2y Jsiy sl Ll e
Ay A (g0 Jald o pela
Accusative particle delaa b iadl (S siigall e i) s Ly y g 0 6
&
Demonstrative Lexical Item < sk O g sl Ul jall 03 Gl jia Ul 8 7
particle 3¢ Jsenall mild 5 533 5inY)
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Demonstrative Lexical item a8 oo daie M F il Ik dal ) 8
particle «¥ s i siat La sl oS gISL (Sae Lgd oY 5aceLial)
Accusative particle Lexical item & A IS JS ¢ pabiadl 8 a5 aal 5 a5 el 9
) B-prefix Aspectual O eanl g oyl o il (K1 Dlad Ly ) 23S e drand
marker a_idu ol iy e sl o g
Interrogative particle | Lexical item Jaxs "dmas Jari el Lo e ) giSa b alie el JS5 10
L Magiaal) (5 gl g Alal el JLisa aliall Ll
Demonstrative D Ferd L ASST) oda Baal 11
particle o2
Negative particle ¢! aanil (U e Lad sV 12
Lexical item s o Sl ¢ it e b Audy b il 13
Ui g i 53 A i () a0l g uady
AT g iy
Relative particle s | Lexical item kil e iy A Guldaad) Jia (S ¢ aie ae L3 gl 14
Negation Ll iy Jael 5l e 22y deen ey 2 Lo J sl cdall
) )l i o jaiie Ll (KD iy
2S5
Idiomatic expression | dulul & a5 Y cclical (alia s cub g allus il 15
loee Loddlga Y lee Lodalsa Y Akalull ¥y uSall e Gaasi Y
Accusative particle Laile samd) o Jalall Lasi by e e ) ey 16

o

o Oy smlng 5., ali S (piasall ol 5 dalaall
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Conjunctive particle | Negation (iisi s L L Cuaall S Y U 5 il s Bas I <) géal) 17
& Llall 8 (fiiad 65 Loy LY 5

Demonstrative Lexical item <Ll aal o )l Lo Janally 138 ot gl BY ga | il 18
particle 1 axi () W (S Lo dalaldl ale s 13a (o 24l])
caids Sl 5 dlall

Demonstrative Lexical item 4als (GY ga by Alleaall 5 5ala () ) sall 5 allld ¢ adiy Y 19
particle La L 55 Lt i las Aald Aala oS emduaalld

Demonstrative el JS aladi ol () cdiile sapll g1, 108 30 L 20
particle 13 e Lo il

Conjunctive particle | Lexical item 4sliss Aaline Leud a1 o) leg Laa) e (81 (Lile 21
A Clapdiall Cilaaza ) f alladll 8y A4l Jie ()5S
RN

Lexical item L3S Negative marker _ie Ul Lals el o 1o LS 83X e Jead il 29
a1l CL\;.A

Lexical item Lexical item o#le -t il (g 68 L ol XSl o)) ) 388 6l U8 s 23
fad b le A pa san A

Lexical item Ul €0t i a8 (e U Jshay 025 6 i 24

Lexical item <L) el il a4 Ul uha 25

Lexical item olaY) Uy (pe Cpend O] L cubs cdlll 5 G oS 26
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Interrogative particle | Lexical item s A ) g dSal) 238 Canans (b cpdl) iy 27
ol
>l n e (o s
Lexical item <Lyl Sl e Bl a5 e ol ¢ s S 28
Lexical item s 53 Lexical item J) il da s yall La J gl dailia e i @i Ul Lo Y 29
Interrogative particle falidll Bdaale jeida, Lhall HuS elald o Ciran s 30
Ja
Lexical item as] Lexical item —als 0S5 A W €00 L elila el s 1 Y L 31
il 2l dil dlall
Lexical item z 5 Z5 b (Baas di 5 ¢ 3oba 32
Demonstrative Lal o Cayed oJladl o2 e aglS il sily ans 33
particle XYY oldlide laSa Sy 48 jai Lol ja Jadi g ¢ aless
Lexical item <l Gl g gl & liely elll s e cual e b 34
JJU
Interrogative particle aila ol aaladl zd (5 gl aila elual da b 35
Ja €0y s2 dalil) @.ﬁa Lﬁjw\
Accusative particle et e ) iy el s (Y ¢ gla 5y 36
oY Ol (mn s 8
Lexical item 1Xa Lexical item (s 1S i g gal) 2l Y 5 okl 37
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Lexical item ¢S Lexical item 4is el e sl dia o s Y oS eclila) (5 5 4 38
Lexical item ilxaix | Demonstrative particle Jiiall Ay ela ) el leain g
L._E‘J
Conjunctive particle 39
ol Pla ol ol gl uald s Lo b
Accusative particle i gl Y g @l 5 apnal ¥ Sl b Gl |y el 40
&S
Lexical items b s oAl e L s Ll Aoy iy sl pall aaiily 41
sAal ok
Lexical item cexlis 19 il ol el g i 1dal LY 42
Lexical item L Lexical item o<l O ol (3 g yae e U cay) (e il Ll 43
geadh (e ald W aay Jaiall ¢t I
Conjunctive particle | Lexical item 4ue dug @l e d (elad Lo adi (Sae 2 e il 44
o 888 )50 (A pera Zadh
Interrogative particle | Lexical item < b by V) el i) ety 13 (B Glaic mamua 45
Il Sl e Uiz
Negative particle ¥ Y s i g lal audl & gy il Ul 46
adle ulja )
Negative particle ¥ | Lexical item (il Y Lo gae ¢ Ll dhaadll il e s3ba Lk 47
Gl el
Demonstrative Lexical item 4eul Srmanaa 4l el (5alill 12a V) 48
particle 13
Accusative particle Lexical item ¢S Y e ol Gy sim a0 G le il ek 49
ol Ayl s g a s e iyt e o (S n
Demonstrative Yt
particle W
Pronoun<sl [ Cayalt 5 o gaias il el g Jual & I 50
Lexical item | _slu 19 52 ol a Y 55506 Tl 3 S <l ol 51
Lexical item e ies e ¢l Qlll iy W Gurae 52
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Propositional o Ailad Lae 5l Lal laall (e o Lo e 53
particlelee (o8 Fdll
Pronoun Ll Lexical item v s e gl gie 5 @lide U (il Gl dla je 8 Y 54
Lexical item g lew lia 5y Le g lawy oSl i
Pronoun <l Jal e e 5§ Cigd e adle Caapa <l ¥ 55
Ol s Jaai o ol e Caai cil g Lelasd dala
fopall dla s
Lexical item WS Lexical item = i) ) A Fadll ey Al LS 2Dl dlaie a3 56
relative particlecs! Idiomatic expression JS g Cppmans (A (i ()
Cmes (A s O - i Ll e i o cllaf ek cula ¢l
S0k 5 Ylail 5 Gland agil -
Lexical item o< 3l e 1Y 81 gy allas e laa Calalatia Ul 57
pgnaiil LAY aa Lakalaia ki 2af Y
Pronoun s S (e Cn A Lo g Al o sl Lol 5 b s 58
e ol Jla ) i adle élaial (A1 gaoo aal
Cnall
Relative particlecs! A nia 35 8 sl ol 5y (s3] Cuaall Ca gl 59
Demonstrative Lexical item () 138 5 ot (Al O sSamm G by Cpaadl 13 iee L 60
particlelaa Lexical item oliza $ay) olina (il
Demonstrative Lexical item =&, el 51 SN 138 (e (e L dals aald cul V5 Lok 61
particlelas Lexical item «ub Jraldll any QIS g by cda -z Ao e J 588
Interrogative
particle e
Negative particle¥ Lexical item dale 5 | —-eee- paill g paidll o le o yai Y gl A L 62
S smll s L Jale
Lexical item 4= sl o= e Jsai @l duad Ly Sl g de oly Dl LLE S ) 63
ST e s Ay
Lexical item Le2 Lexical item L s Ly Liadd Lia daall 3all 5 candl cla 5 Y 64
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Demonstrative Canal Ul 5 e adaily 23S 1208l e @l ) 5liE 4 65
particle 1a Judal s 3y, 0
Lexical item ¢! s Lexical item sl € ) gas S A e g G 50ad) AT 66
Lexical item <asw Lexical item =) i ddaall mall ad s elandl (o J yie 40 Lia e
il 13 Gall J g ol Al T i o g
Lexical item s | Lexical item iha Sy L8 eae aSay lid) = 55 o)) oa ASEA 5o 67
- Aaa i asled B Silaa
Accusative particle | Lexical item L & Ly AN Jada o e e e b g 8 el 3 68
ol lle 5 Lnda | el (S AL galal)
oS
Demonstrative D) siall 138 (e gl yeaill dlulen Caagh ) (Bauai 69
particle 1
Interrogative L U e o alfagiin e (3 (ailed Sl | 70
particle o 5o
Lexical item <)\ Lexical item <l e ajle ol e S ) g by ell culd Ja 71
Accusative particle | Lexical item J= gl 8y & dae Ul 21 Y1 o se Cajle 94y
RS s obaall 3 () e is s Ludad i€ 4l Cld
Lexical item daisall Ghll ol o diasy el o3 jay (4 72
Alaial) slall daala oo il
Lexical item Qlza Al e Glama Ul oSl Gl a3 S Ll 73
Lnall 7 5 58 2SY) e oA
otz ) @ g b (g mad b Cuall 74
ol
Lexical item <l o oS ST Al G 8 1 a s i Y s | sendiind e 75
Lexical item _ilza s 158 mmmmCaall 138 &l o)) andaadl L)l (L 76

Aol e ol dala b Gilaay oopal) )saly
R
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Negative particle¥ L DS el 138 Ja $dlAe Fll (o yad Y Al sine 77
U sl
Negative particle ¢} R O PSR P O A S BT R 78
Ao Sall Y5 Al sal) e Y Ll J 81
Demonstrative elia V) 2SN 138 Cirans Lo (5 e Ul 79
particlelas
Demonstrative Bl s 1 3 lea LY 80
particlelaa
Lexical item S 30128 Lgale o ) (Semn A g lS (g0 Sliina 5 5Y 81
Interrogative particle (i 138 Clad Ll g 3 gl 82
Jalad
Exclamation particle | Lexical item —as& A8l adaty eJa 5 e (A gl At CaS e sl (S 83
as e 1z e 4l i o 3l Joaill ey 5 gl
Lexical item Jasé Lexical item (=lls 0 ela Lo Ladh oS3 J gl 5 Galla G al (I saanld 84
A 8l AV W g gy Aail) oda Jeal 5 o pusdiall K
Lexical item — 5% Lexical item »)¥ O ST g el 3Y Ll ol Uyl calS e 358 o8] 85
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