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Chart 29: Relationship of Displacement of responsibility and presence/absence of 

inhumane, violent, graphic acts 
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Mechanism 6- Disregard or Distortion of Consequences- 

 

A chi square test was performed showing a highly significant (p<0.01) relationship between the 

presence or absence of ISIS’ acts of violence and the usage of the mechanism of disregard and 

distortion of consequences when mentioning and describing the acts to the Dabiq audience. The 

results indicate a highly significant chi square showing different distributions of percentages of 

the percentage of the mechanism of disregard or distortion of consequences (Yes has high Takes 

place – 78.2% - and low does not take place – 23.0% -, while No has a reverse distribution) 

Chi square = 54.989 (p=0.000) Highly significant) 

 

Table 30: Relationship of Disregard or Distortion of Consequences and presence/absence of 

inhumane, violent, graphic acts 

Disregard or Distortion of 

Consequences- 

 

Presence of inhumane, violent, graphic 

acts- Total 

  

Yes 
No 

Takes place 

111 31 142 

78.2% 21.8% 100.0% 

Does not take place 

14 47 61 

23.0% 77.0% 100.0% 

Total 

125 78 203 

61.6% 38.4% 100.0% 

Chi square = 54.989 (p=0.000) Highly significant 
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Chart 30: Relationship of Disregard or Distortion of Consequences and presence/absence 

of inhumane, violent, graphic acts 

 

 

 

Mechanism 7- Dehumanization of victims- 

A chi square test was performed showing a highly significant (p<0.01) relationship between the 

presence or absence of ISIS’ acts of violence and the usage of the victim dehumanization. The 

results indicate a highly significant chi square showing different distributions of percentages of 

the mechanism of dehumanization of victims (Yes has high Takes place – 83.3% - and low does 

not take place – 46.2% -, while No has a reverse distribution).  

 

Chi square = 28.669 (p=0.000) Highly significant 
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Table 31: Relationship of Dehumanization of victims and presence/absence of inhumane, 

violent, graphic acts 

Dehumanization of victims 

  

Presence of inhumane, violent, 

graphic acts- Total 

  

Yes 
No 

Takes place 
70 14 84 

83.3% 16.7% 100.0% 

Does not take place 
55 64 119 

46.2% 53.8% 100.0% 

Total 
125 78 203 

61.6% 38.4% 100.0% 

Chi square = 28.669 (p=0.000) Highly significant  
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Chart 31: Relationship of Dehumanization of victims and presence/absence of inhumane, 

violent, graphic acts 
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6.6: HYPOTHESIS 3- 

There is a strong positive relationship between ISIS’ usage of the mechanism of moral 

justification of its inhumane acts and its usage of the mechanism of displacement of 

responsibility. 

A chi square test was performed showing a highly significant (p<0.01) relationship between the 

Moral justification for ISIS’ inhumane acts and the Displacement of responsibility on Allah and 

the opposing governments. Results indicate a highly significant chi square showing different 

distributions of percentages of moral justification for inhumane acts (In case of carrying Allah’s 

orders , aggressiveness high -79.7% - and reprimanding political states low - 18.5% - and down 

to zero does not take place. The reverse is true for Acts carried out… and does not take place) = 

Chi square χ2 = 96.280 (p=0.000) Highly significant  

Table 32: Relationship of Moral justification for inhumane acts and Displacement of 

responsibility  

Moral justification for 

inhumane acts- 

Displacement of responsibility- 

Total Carrying out 

Allah’s 

orders 

Acts carried out are the 

fault of the opponents  

Does not 

take 

place 

aggressiveness is in the name 

of religious principles 

94 23 1 118 

79.7% 19.5% 0.8% 100.0% 

reprimanding political 

states/ governments 

15 58 8 81 

18.5% 71.6% 9.9% 100.0% 

Does not take place 
0 3 3 6 

0.0% 50.0% 50.0% 100.0% 

Total 
109 84 12 205 

53.20% 41.00% 5.90% 100.00% 

Chi square χ2 = 96.280 (p=0.000) Highly significant  
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Chart 32: Relationship of Moral justification for inhumane acts and Displacement of 

responsibility  
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Chapter 7 

Discussion 

The final chapter of this thesis provides a brief overview of the findings of the study as well as 

the discussion of the three research questions posed according to the pertinence of the results.  

 

7.1: Summary of study problem and methodology- 

 For the purposes of this study, a content analysis was conducted to analyze the rhetoric of 

the full population of 15 Dabiq issues published. Dab is the official English language magazine 

produced by the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria. The content analysis was conducted to study two 

main aspects of the rhetoric in Dabiq, the use of framing, and the use of the 7 mechanisms of 

selective moral disengagement.  

 

 

7.2: Review and discussion of the main conclusions of the study 
 

Three research questions were posed for this study.  

 

7.2.1: Research Questions-  
 

Framing- Research Question 1-  

How does the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria use Dabiq to frame itself, its actions, and its 

enemies? 

The first research question posed for this study was posed to analyze the way in which ISIS uses 

the rhetoric in Dabiq to frame itself as an organization, to frame its actions, and to frame its 

enemies. 
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 Through Dabiq, ISIS attempts to frame itself and its fighters and supporters in a direction 

completely opposite of the one they are framed with in global media. In most global media, ISIS 

is constantly framed as a terrorist group, as a bunch of guerilla fighters, and as a group that does 

not represent Islam. Using their own media, Dabiq, ISIS attempts to change the way it is framed 

in the perception of its target audience, mainly its fighters and supporters.  The results of the 

content analysis show that there are two main directions ISIS uses to frame itself in its media. 

The first direction is ISIS framing itself as a gateway to heaven, as the shortcut to heaven, and 

the one way to God’s acceptance. The second direction is ISIS framing itself as a caliphate, a 

governing entity, and a large political organization, that has a governing body, and a caliph 

(president). This caliphate is meant to be regarded as such, should be feared by the enemy, and 

works on terrorizing the enemy. Through the content analysis, the framing of ISIS to its 

supporters was also analyzed.  Unlike how they are framed in global media, as terrorists and non-

representative of Muslims, through most of the rhetoric of the magazine, 99.5%, ISIS frames its 

supporters as true role models for Muslims, as obedient to God into Islam and as part of the in-

group. ISIS opponents were framed very significantly in the magazine as well. In all of the cases 

in the magazine, 100%, where the opponents were mentioned, they were mentioned as being part 

of the out-group, they were portrayed as enemies, and they were always given derogatory labels 

such as filthy beasts and mindless savages. Opponents in the magazine were also framed as being 

Kuffar (disbelievers), murtaddin, and unworthy of living. ISIS’ soldiers were also remarkably 

framed as heroes, lions, saviors and protectors, as well as mujahideen (fighters for God) and 

martyrs (ones who sacrificed their lives for God). Soldiers were framed as moral agents, unlike 

how they are framed in global media as terrorists and criminals. As for ISIS’ victims, the ones 

portrayed in global media as innocent lives that should be saved from the atrocities of jihadists, 
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ISIS frames them as opponents who deserve to be hurt and punished for the beliefs, for their 

actions, and for not-supporting ISIS. They are framed as kuffar who should be killed for the sake 

and acceptance of God and Islam. ISIS’ acts of violence and attacks, which are framed by global 

media as atrocious and vicious acts of terror and crime, are framed in quite the opposite way in 

the magazine. In Dabiq, these actions are framed as necessary acts taken to fulfil a strategic or 

religious purpose. These purposes range from being performed for political purposes such as 

challenging a certain government/ political leader, conquering new land, or terrorizing a certain 

enemy/ government/ entity, to being performed for religious purposes, such as killing a group 

ISIS deems is a disbeliever (such as Christians, or Shi’ite Muslims), or punishing a Muslim 

wrong-doer (for instance, a women who committed adultery or a homosexual man).  

 In global media, ISIS is framed as a terrorist fighter group, however in the magazine, 

ISIS is framed as a complete caliphate, ruled by a government, and containing all institutional 

roles of a state, such as schools, hospitals and orphanages. Women and children of ISIS rarely 

take part in global media coverage. However in Dabiq, they do take a slight part in the coverage. 

Women are portrayed in 6.8% of the total Dabiq population. Even though they are minimally 

portrayed, they are framed in ways that show that they are taking part in all societal roles. In 

some cases women are framed as fighters and soldiers, in other cases, women are framed as 

mothers and wives supporting their husbands. Besides these frames, in other cases, women are 

framed as criminals, slaves, sexual slaves, and victims. Children, on the other hand, are 

mentioned slightly more than women are in the magazine. They are present in 12.6% of the total 

Dabiq population. However, in their framing the two most dominant frames used are: framing 

children as fighters where they’re describes as being lions, heroes, jihadists, and role models, and 

framing children as taking part in societal and institutional roles, such as learning in schools, 
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reading Qur’an, being taken care of in hospitals, or living in social care or orphanages. This 

connotes the two most dominant frames ISIS attempts to use to frame itself: a large fighter 

group, and a state, with all its institutional roles.  

 

Selective Moral disengagement- Research Question 2- 

How does the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria use the seven mechanisms of moral disengagement 

in their rhetoric? And for the moral disengagement of its fighters and supporters? 

The purpose of the second part of the study was to recognize the existence of the elements of 

moral disengagement in the rhetoric of Dabiq. After conducting the content analysis, it was 

found that all 7 mechanisms were indeed present in the writing of Dabiq, and in fact, and very 

significantly present, with some mechanisms, such as moral justification, present in 97.1% of the 

whole population of Dabiq rhetoric, and other mechanisms, such as dehumanization of victims, 

being present in 41% of the whole rhetoric. Even though the dehumanization mechanism is the 

least present mechanism, it takes place in 41% of the population, which signifies how heavily 

these mechanisms are used in the writing of Dabiq.  

 The most largely present mechanism used in Dabiq is the mechanism of moral 

justification. Moral justification, appearing in 97.1% of the population, appears in two ways: 

justifying aggressiveness in the name of God and religious principles, and justifying 

aggressiveness in the name of reprimanding political states and governments for their actions and 

their policies. According to Bandura, people are unable to conduct inhumane or harmful actions 

unless they have justified them first. Through moral justification of their acts ISIS soldiers are 

able to conduct harmful and atrocious acts while viewing themselves as moral agents acting in 

the name of religious principles, righteous ideologies, and nationalist imperatives.  
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 The second mechanism present in the rhetoric is the mechanism of Euphemistic labelling. 

In Dabiq, euphemistic and sanitized labels are given to ISIS’ soldiers, to make them appear as 

moral agents, fighters for God, and heroes, instead of framing them as terrorists and criminals. 

Sanitized labels are given to ISIS’ victims and opponents to morally disengage the soldiers 

inflicting harm upon them and to morally disengage the supporters and citizens of ISIS from 

feeing sympathetic towards them.  Victims and opponents are given labels such as Kuffar, 

murtaddin, and Crusaders. ISIS’ acts of violence are also given sanitized labels such as cleaning 

instead of massacring. This causes a decrease in the moral agent in soldiers as the terms make the 

act sound less invasive and less violent. Another technique of euphemistic labelling, which is 

also present in the rhetoric, is the technique of using the agentless passive voice. In this 

technique, inhumane and violent acts appear as the works of nameless forces, not humans, thus 

turning objects into agents. This technique is very effective in relieving the soldiers of the 

responsibility of the actions, and thus weakening their moral agency and causing them to be 

more comfortable committing violent acts.  

 The third mechanism present in the rhetoric is the mechanism of using advantageous 

comparisons. This mechanism occurs when an entity compares its actions with the more 

reprehensible actions of other entities, for its own advantageous benefit and/or to make its acts 

seem more righteous. In the case of Dabiq, ISIS repeatedly uses this technique to compare its 

actions to these of other governments such as the US government and the Israeli government. 

The worse the contrasting inhumanities are, the more mild and benevolent one’s destructive 

conduct will seem. Using this technique allows soldiers to perceive their actions to be mild and 

righteous in comparison to others’, as opposed to seeing their actions as violent and atrocious 

murders.  
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 The fourth mechanism present in the rhetoric is the mechanism of displacement of 

responsibility. This mechanism is perhaps one of the most powerful mechanisms for moral 

disengagement, and it is very widely used in 94.2% the population of the magazine. Moral 

control strongly operates when individuals know they’re responsible for the harm of others, 

however by minimizing and obscuring one’s agentive role, moral disengagement takes over. In 

Dabiq, ISIS uses this mechanism in two ways: displacing the responsibility on God, Islam or son 

a higher hierarchal power, and displacing the responsibility on the opponents, by mentioning the 

wrong-doings of the opponents, their actions and policies and implying that the opponents 

deserve to be punished for their acts, and thus displacing the responsibility on them.  

 The fifth mechanism present in the rhetoric is the mechanism of diffusion of 

responsibility. Diffusion of responsibility happens when an act is committed by a group instead 

of a single individual, thus when everyone is responsible, no one really feels responsible. This 

appears in the magazine in two ways: having soldiers act collectively in most of their violent 

acts, for instance, group fighting, suicide bombings in groups, and groups attacks, and also 

convincing the soldiers that they’re acting with God, with the aid of God, and by God’s side, so 

the responsibility is diffused with God, and the soldiers are more inclined to perform graphic acts 

as long as they perceive God to be on their side. 

 The sixth mechanism present in the rhetoric is the mechanism of distortion or disregard 

of consequences. This mechanism plays on obscuring or minimizing one’s harmful impact of 

inhumane activities, thus resulting in soldiers carrying out inhumane activities without having to 

face the harm they caused. This mechanism is triggered by the use of advance artillery and death 

technologies as these forms of technologies allow soldiers to commit violent mass acts without 

ever having to even see their victims. Only by pressing a button, or pointing a laser beam that the 
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victim gets affected, but the perpetrator never gets to closely see or face the victim. This allows 

the soldiers to commit harmful acts more freely and at a much bigger scale.  

 The final mechanism present in the rhetoric is the mechanism of dehumanization. 

Regarding one’s victim as human as oneself activates empathetic reactions, which are unwanted 

reactions in the case of terrorist and fighter groups such as ISIS. Therefore, in Dabiq, ISIS plays 

on dehumanizing many of its victims and opponents in order to devalue them and allow their 

soldiers and supports to easily inflict pain on them. In Dabiq, dehumanizing the victims appears 

in the form of labelling the victims and opponents using labels such as filthy beasts, unfortunate 

creatures, animals, and mindless savages, as well as attributing beastial and satanic qualities to 

them. 

Effect of Moral Disengagement  

 The 7 mechanisms of moral disengagement are very significantly present in the rhetoric 

of the magazine. In at least 41% of the articles, all 7 mechanisms could be present in the one 

article. ISIS uses Dabiq, to morally disengage its soldiers and supporters. Through the use of 

these 7 mechanisms, ISIS’ soldiers successfully committed a number of very violent and 

aggressive acts. Moreover, through the use of moral disengagement, ISIS supporters continue to 

support their case. On another note, being the official and only English language publication 

produced by ISIS, this magazine is used in the recruiting process of Western jihadists, thus by 

imposing the mechanisms of moral disengagement, one can argue that moral disengagement 

plays a tremendous role that is crucial for the acceptance of a foreign audience of the content of 

the magazine. 
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Creating a unified identity- Research Question 3-  

How does the Islamic State in Iraq and Syria use the framing and moral disengagement 

mechanisms to attempt to create a unified identity? 

 According to Ingram, ISIS’ main purpose for the usage of its media is to “shape the 

perceptions and polarize the support of its audiences”, (Ingram, 2014). In its media, ISIS targets 

both its “friends” and “foes”, while strategically using the frames of in-group versus out-group. 

In Dabiq, ISIS associates concepts of crisis with the framed “out-group” identities, and 

associated concepts of solutions and change with the framed “in-group” identities. This 

technique, according to Ingram, is used to keep the “in-group” supportive and loyal. Through 

Dabiq, ISIS also employs itself as the protector of its “in-group” against all those framed as “out-

groups”. On the other hand, ISIS exaggerates the identities of the “out-groups”, such as Shi’ite 

Muslims, Christians, and Westerners, and associates these identities with malaise and 

viciousness. ISIS divides the world into these two groups only, “the camp of Islam and faith, and 

the camp of kufr [disbelief] and hypocrisy,” (Ingram, 2014). Ingram states ISIS’ only solution to 

the current crisis, which is the elimination and complete annihilation of any and all framed out-

group identities. This is, according to Ingram, one main pillar for the unification of Muslims 

against the threat of the out-groups. Through framing of the in-group and out-group, ISIS 

attempts to create a unified identity for its perceived community. By morally disengaging its in-

group, ISIS strives to keep it loyal, supportive and active towards achieving its cause and 

purpose. 
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7.2.2: Hypotheses-  

HYPOTHESIS 1  

Framing violent actions conducted by ISIS takes place by attributing euphemistic and sanitized 

labels to these actions. 

One of ISIS’ main purposes in their magazine Dabiq is boasting about accomplishing their 

violent acts, yet describing and framing these acts in a way that makes ISIS appear to be a moral 

agent. This process of framing takes place through the use of attributing euphemistic and 

sanitized labels to violent actions. A chi square test was performed to test this relationship 

between the framing ISIS’ acts of violence and attributing euphemistic labels attributed to the 

acts being framed. Results indicate a highly significant relationship (Chi square χ2 = 84.511 

(p=0.000)) between the variables suggesting that framing violent acts conducted by ISIS does in 

fact take place through the attribution of sanitized and euphemistic labels to these acts. This 

process of framing violent acts using sanitized labels allows the violent acts to appear less 

invasive, and less violent, and therefore assists in the moral disengagement of ISIS’ soldiers and 

supporters. This hypothesis is therefore supported.  

 

HYPOTHESIS 2  

There is a strong positive relationship between the application of the theory of Moral 

disengagement with its 7 mechanisms and the violent and inhumane actions present in Dabiq 

conducted by ISIS.  

One of the main purposes of this study is to analyze and study the existence of the mechanisms 

of moral disengagement in the rhetoric of ISIS’ magazine, to test whether ISIS truly applies the 7 

mechanisms of the theory to disengage the morality of its soldiers and supporters. For the 
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In the cases of all 7 mechanisms, it was shown that all of the 7 mechanisms of moral 

disengagement in fact had strong positive relationships with the presence of violent actions. In 

other words, it was shown that the presence of violent actions is highly significantly related to 

the usage of the mechanisms of selective moral disengagement, thus the hypothesis is supported. 

 

HYPOTHESIS 3 

There is a strong positive relationship between ISIS’ usage of the mechanism of moral 

justification of its inhumane acts and its usage of the mechanism of displacement of 

responsibility. 

 

A chi square test was conducted to test the relationship of two mechanisms of moral 

disengagement: moral justification and displacement of responsibility. Through the chi square 

test, it was shown that the usage of moral justification takes place through displacement of 

responsibility, either on Allah and religious principles, or on opposing governments. The chi 

square conducted for this hypothesis showed a highly significant (Chi square χ2 = 96.280 

(p=0.000) Highly significant) relationship between the two variables. Thus, this shows that the 

hypothesis is once more supported.  
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Chapter 8 

Conclusion  
Ingram says that ISIS’ main purpose for the usage of its media is to “shape the perceptions and 

polarize the support of its audiences”, (Ingram, 2014). The main conclusion of this research is 

that ISIS does in fact use its media, and its media tactics, such as its framing techniques and its 

usage of the mechanisms of moral disengagement, to shape the perceptions of its audiences and 

to create polarized identities of in-group and out-group.   

The main findings of the study show that unlike the way Islamist extremists are portrayed in the 

media, they portray themselves in a very different light. ISIS portrays its soldiers as moral agents 

and its supporters as role models. It portrays its opponents and non-supporters as part of the out-

group and as enemies who deserve to be punished. As for their acts of violence, they are merely 

portrayed as the only means to achieving peace and to gaining God’s acceptance.  

The second set of findings shows that ISIS uses the mechanisms of moral disengagement to 

disengage the morality of their soldiers, supporters and audience. Dabiq, according to research, is 

found to have magnetized over 12,000 soldiers from all over the world. I would argue that the 

usage of these 7 mechanisms plays a very crucial role in this recruitment process. It allows men 

and women from all over the world to leave their whole lives behind and travel to ISIS-

controlled territories, risking their lives, to fight for what they were manipulated to think is a 

moral and holy cause. These mechanisms are an extremely dangerous weapon that we see being 

used in our everyday lives; from people morally disengaging themselves to control others, 

whether it’s at home or at work, to large businesses using the mechanisms to lay people off from 

work, to governments refusing to take in refugees, to students bullying their school mates, to 
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nations going to war against less fortunate and less powerful nations, to extremely lethal radical 

organizations trying to gain power, and the list doesn’t end.  

 ISIS is an organization with extremely strong and smart media strategies. It uses a 

combination of extremely powerful psychological tactics to securely reach its goals and to create 

a magnitude of propaganda for itself. Their media content is very widely circulated. This mass-

mediated terrorist content is no longer concerned with the act of harming a single individual or a 

small group, but rather it focuses on exploiting the media for attention and publicity; it goes 

beyond the confines of violence and has become a spectacle (Eid, 2013; Nacos, 2003). Which 

brings us to the theatre of terror, the phenomenon adopted by radical terrorist groups where they 

take advantage of mass-media to perform their acts of violence on television for the whole world 

to see. ISIS very strategically choreographs its acts to attract media attention, through the usage 

of theatrical production elements such as scripts, casts, sets, props and stage management, to 

elevate the drama and make sure every step of the way is largely publicized. This modern form 

of terrorism is what Weimann calls psychological warfare. The usage of these psychological 

elements and means of persuasion go beyond the immediate harm of the victim, but rather aim to 

frighten thousands. Through the use of mediated, orchestrated symbolic violence, together with 

mechanisms of psychological persuasion, such as framing, and mechanisms of moral 

disengagement, the terrorists’ effect has a much larger and amplified effect, which has the ability 

to reach millions of people, and magnetize thousands of fighters into this whirlpool of 

psychological manipulation.  
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Chapter 9  

Recommendations for Future Research  

 The research body available on the theory of selective moral disengagement is barely 

ever applied on terrorism and terrorist-produced publications. Most research available on the 

theory of selective moral disengagement is applied on bullying and cyberbullying (Greenhalgh, 

et al., 2015), as well as government policies and refugee studies, and government actions, such as 

the Nazi gas chambers which resulted in the killing of over 6 million Jews (Cory, 2015). A 

substantial amount of the research on the theory is also present on unethical science and business 

practices which resulted in financial loss, such as the accounting scandals that lead to the 

economic crises of 2000 and 2008, as well as environmental destruction, and preventable deaths, 

such as the oil drilling rig explosion in Mexico in 2010, which killed 11 crewmen, and caused 

the spilling of 210 million gallons of oil in the Gulf of Mexico (Cory, 2015). Future research is 

needed on the application of the theory of selective moral disengagement on terrorism and 

terrorist-produced media. 

The majority of research available on framing and terrorism is focused on how terrorism 

is framed in the media, whether by media agencies, governments, or civilian populations, 

however, very limited research is available on the frames used with the terrorist-media itself. 

Terrorist organizations make use of their media to frame themselves, their enemies, and their 

actions. An abundance of frames are used in terrorist-produced media, which should be analyzed. 

 Research on the rhetoric of terrorist-produced media is also very limited. Future research 

should focus on the contextual and in-depth analyses of the rhetorical language being used in 

terrorist-produced media.  
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Furthermore, research should include in-depth analyses of the issues and of the 

mechanisms being used for moral disengagement, as well as of the frames being used in terrorist-

produced media and publications. Additionally, more research should be conducted on the other 

forms of media produced by ISIS, such as their videos, YouTube channels, and poetry and songs.  

For the purpose of this study, a content analysis was geared towards using a full article as 

the unit of analysis, as the whole article provides contextual value. However, more content 

analyses should be conducted to analyze certain key terms and phrases (such as kuffar, 

murtaddin, mujahideen), and the frequency of their existence in the article, and ratio of their 

existence compared to other key terms and phrases. 

 In this study, the focus of the analysis was on the rhetoric of the magazine and not the 

graphic content. In addition to the analysis of the rhetoric, in-depth analyses of the graphics and 

imagery in terrorist-produced publications should be analyzed, as these graphic portrayals are 

extremely loaded with content, themes and frames. The graphic imagery in the magazine Dabiq, 

as well as other terrorist-produced media, is very substantial and rich with messages and content.  
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Chapter 10 

Limitations of the Study 

The main limitation in this study is the fact that the whole population analyzed is 

considered a small population. Dabiq only published 15 issues, since its debut, and therefore 

when the whole issues were analyzed, the population mounted up to be 205 articles only.  

 Unlike other research on terrorist-produced publications such as Al Qaeda’s Inspire and 

Taliban’s Azan, very little research has been conducted on ISIS’ Dabiq. Therefore, this study has 

been geared towards an overview analysis of the general themes used in the magazine, and the 

main messages communicated through the publication. However, more in-depth research is 

needed to fully explore and analyze the issue at hand.  

 Moreover, for the sake of this study, the unit of analysis being the whole article merely 

indicated the presence of frames and moral disengagement mechanisms in the articles. However, 

these issues should be analyzed using a narrower unit of analysis to give more weight and 

substance to the amount of existence of the frames and of the mechanisms.  
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APPENDIX 

 

Coding Book-   
The following coding categories will be used to assess and analyze the selected articles from 

Dabiq- 

 

Technical Data- 

1. Issue Number-  
Coder will supply the number of the issue (from 1 through 15). 

2. Page Number- 
Coder will supply the number of the page in which the article being analyzed is on. 

3. Slug- 
Coder will supply a slug for the article being coded 

4. Size of article-  
1= small (1 page or less) 

2= medium (more than one page, up till 3 pages) 

3= large (more than 3 pages) 

General Information- 

5. Format of article- 
1= News report 

2= Feature 

3= Foreword/ Introduction 

4= In the enemy’s words 

0= Other- please specify 

6. Theme of article- 
1= boasting of accomplishments/ successes,  reporting on capturing/ occupation,  prominent 

executions/ foley and moath and others 

2= reporting on and replying to the words of their opponents, warning the enemy 

3= reporting on services provided for citizens 

4= advices, teachings 

5= reporting on trainings and training camps provided for ISIS’ soldiers 

0= Other- please specify 

Framing- 

7. Framing ISIS as-  

1= Gateway to heaven 

2= Caliphate/ governing entity, large political entity/ terrorizes the enemy 

3= Terrorist organization/ war group/ dangerous entity 

0= other- please specify 

8. Framing ISIS supporters as-  

1= Obedient to God/ Islam, true Muslims, brothers, role models for following ISIS 

2= Victims 

3= Terrorists, evil, criminals 

4= endangered by the ruling political regime/ other political entities (opponent countries/ 

opponent organizations) 

0= other- please specify 
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9. Framing ISIS opponents as-  

1= Members of the out-group/ enemies, through the use of labelling and name-calling 

2= Innocent members of different communities who should be defended and protected. 

0= other- please specify 

10. Framing ISIS soldiers as- 
1= Mujahideen (fighters in the name of God), heroes/ lions/ saviours/ protectors, moral agents, 

martyrs (died for God) 

2= Terrorists/ vicious murderers/ criminals/ evil-doers 

0= other- please specify 

11. Framing ISIS victims as- 
1= Deserve to be hurt/ must be punished/ cowards 

2= Innocent humans who should be saved 

0= other- please specify 

12. Framing ISIS acts of violence as-  
1= Necessary actions taken to fulfil a strategic and religious purpose. 

2= Necessary acts of gruesome torture/ extreme violence 

3= Unnecessary acts of gruesome torture/ extreme violence/ criminal act 

0= other- please specify 

13. Presence of women in article? 
1= yes 

2= No  

14. If no, skip category 

If Yes, Framing of women- 
1= portrayed as fighters 

2= portrayed as victims 

3= portrayed as brides/ wives 

4= portrayed as criminals 

5=portrayed as slaves/ sexual slaves 

6= portrayed as mothers/ wives/ supporters of their husbands 

7= portrayed as leaders 

8= portrayed as teachers 

0= other- please specify 

15. Presence of children/ youth in article? 
1= yes 

2= No 

16. If no, skip category, 

If yes, framing children/ youth- 
1= portrayed as fighters/ lions/ heros/ seeds of ISIS/ the next generation of ISIS  jihadis 

2= portrayed as victims  

3= portrayed as criminals 

4= portrayed as endangered (physiological danger, child labour, slavery, kidnapping) 

5= taking part in social and institutional roles (learning, reading, in social care, in health care) 

0= other- please specify 

17. Presence of inhumane, violent, graphic acts- 
1= Yes 

2= No 
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Elements of moral disengagement-  

18. Moral justification for inhumane acts- 
1= aggressiveness is in the name of religious principles 

2= reprimanding political states/ governments 

3= Does not take place 

19. Euphemistic Labels given to ISIS Soldiers- 

Sanitized labels given to soldiers labeled such as mujahidin, martyrs 

1= Takes Place 

2= Does not take place 

20. Euphemistic Labels given to ISIS Victims/opponents- 

Sanitized labels given to ISIS victims and/or opponents such as crusaders, mushrikin, kufar 

1= Takes Place 

2= Doesn’t take place 

21. Euphemistic Labels given to ISIS acts of violence-  

Sanitized labels given to ISIS’ acts of violence such as waste, finish off 

1= Takes Place 

2= Doesn’t take place 

22. Using the agentless passive voice- 
Making inhumane acts appear as the works of nameless forces, not humans 

Turning objects into agents 

1= Takes Place 

2= Doesn’t take place 

23. Using advantageous comparisons- 
ISIS’ acts are compared with more reprehensible acts, to make ISIS’ seem righteous.  

ex- Terrorists’ behaviour is viewed as self martyrdom when compared to the cruelty of their 

enemies.  

1= Takes Place 

2= Does not take place 

24. Displacement of responsibility- 
1= Carrying out allah’s orders/ religious duty/ duties of higher authority’s orders, including ISIS 

2= Acts carried out are the fault of the opponents (they brought it onto themselves) 

3= Does not take place 

25. Diffusion of responsibility-  
Soldiers act alone- act together- collective violence in armies- with allah 

1= Takes Place 

2= Does not take place 
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26. Disregard or Distortion of Consequences- 
Distorting consequences- rewards of heaven, not hell, suffering is good so the victims learn... 

1= Takes Place 

2= Does not take place 

27. Dehumanization of victims- 
Making the victim’s suffering and pain more arousing, stripping victims of their human qualities 

and dehumanizing them, victims are merely regarded as sub-human objects, mindless savages, 

unfortunate creatures, attributing demonic and beastial qualities to the victims, visualizing them 

as low animal forms and satanic creatures, perpetrators become power holders who devalue those 

they wield control over  

1= Takes Place 

2= Does not take place 

 


