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ABSTRACT

This thesis offers a corpus-based analysis and description of two of the most
frequently used words in Modern Standard Arabic (MSA), namely 3z /ba’da/ (after, after
[that]) and L /gabla/ (before, ago). To this end, a corpus of 4,102,134 tokens was compiled
from two prominent Arabic news websites: CNN and BBC as a purposive sample. The
investigation of this study adopted the linguistic analysis as a main research method to
characterize these two adverbial nouns, using WordSmith Tools as a main instrument for data
analysis, based on Sinclair's model (1999) for data sampling, and Hunston’s classification
(2002, p. 46) for data categorization. Three linguistic qualities were addressed in the present
analysis: semantic values and cohesive functions, syntactic features, and idiomatic usages.
The study identified a set of 459 occurrences for i« /ba’da/, and classified them into three
categories according to its meanings: after, after that, and idiomatic expressions. The study
also identified a set of 374 instances for i /gabla/, and classified them also into three
categories according to its meanings: before, ago, and idiomatic expressions. The study
indicated that the target words play a crucial role in the organization and interpretation of the
Arabic online news. The findings can create a basis for future research where a linguistic
analysis of the adverbial nouns in Arabic could be carried out in order to increase knowledge
of AFL learners about the adverbial use. Findings could also be used for further pedagogical

purposes.

KEYWORDS: Arabic adverbial nouns, adverbial nouns of time, adverbial nouns of place, 2=
/ba’dal/, after, ci#/qabla/, before, corpus-based studies, corpus-based analysis,

linguistic analysis, Arabic online news.
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BA’DA AND QABLA IN ONLINE NEWS CHAPTER ONE

1. INTRODUCTION

1.1 Rationale of the Study and Statement of the Problem:

Investigating the literature on adverbs™ reveals that they are generally considered an
inconsistent and improperly defined syntactic class, without a clearly defined role in a
sentence or phrase. In Arabic, this situation has been adequately outlined by Fehri (1997).
According to him, “Although there is a quite rich generative literature on adverbs in other

languages, Arabic ‘adverbial nouns’ have not been even primarily described” (p. 9).

Indeed, Arabic is well-known for having remarkably rich adverbial nouns which are
very crucial because their structure is commonly used in daily life communications
(Buckwalter & Parkinson, 2011). This reflects the importance of giving a particular attention
to such frequent words. Among other reasons for teaching and learning such words is that
they promote the proficiency of AFL learners and hence make them more fluent. In addition,
although many of these words alone do not carry much meaning, they do affect the meaning
of a sentence and help make it understandable (Schmitt, 2000; Meara, 1995; Thornber).
However, it is rare to find studies that aim to detect the adverbial use of Arabic in real life,

which thus could negatively impact AFL learners.

Moreover, Arabic researchers, e.g. (Fehri, 1997), and authors of reference books, e.g.

Badawi, Yinus and Mahanna (1983-), and Al’osh (2000) have typically relied on their own

* What is called “adverb” in English may not correspond to the adverbial use in Arabic. So, we cannot refer with the same
term to both. The researcher thinks that the terms “adverbial noun of place” and “adverbial noun of time” are the closest in

meaning with the concept of adverbs in English.
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intuitions about the adverbial use in Arabic, rather than authentic occurrences. For example,
BadawT and Yiinus (1988) stated in their introduction of the first part of adei 4 Sale/ CLSH
lgz blil] il 4y 4=l) 420/ [Al-kitabu al-'asasyu fi ta’limi al-lughati al-‘arabiyati li-ghayri al-
natiqina bi-ha/ that the philosophy behind providing the Arabic syntactic structures in this
book depended on their thoughts and personal experience. Additionally, many of these
researchers and authors also use the terminology of “adverb” and mix between it for English
and what the adverbial use and function are in Arabic. For instance, Wright (1967, pp. 282-
88), Haywood and Nahmad (1962, p. 426, pp. 431-33), Thatcher (1993, pp. 305-12), Abu-
Chacra (2007, pp. 299-308), Ahmed (2008, pp. 199-200) inaccurately called this type of

Arabic nouns “adverbs”.

Furthermore, Arabic dictionaries failed to offer adequate vocabulary-building
information for adverbial nouns, and failed to offer sufficient adverbial variety in their
entries. For example, Wehr (1976, p. 66) in his dictionary “A dictionary of modern written
Arabic” considered the adverbial noun < /ba’da/ as a preposition ignoring its main adverbial
functions, as well as its other collocates that help introduce idiomatic expressions, e.g. < .../
/lam... ba’d/ “[not]... yet” as in: &7 [y & L. [al-tasliimu lam yabda' ba’d/ (Delivery has
not started yet), and .+ 32 i /yawman ba’da yawmin/ “gradually” as in: s 27 Ly Jelialf
[tatasa’adu yawman ba’da yawmin/ (it increases gradually). Accordingly, this could create
adverbial-related problems which adversely affect the performance of these reference books,

as well as AFL learners’ understanding.

Hence, this study is motivated by these facts and therefore attempts to authentically
describe and analyze the linguistic features of Arabic adverbial nouns basing its evidence on

illustrative examples and exposition of extensive corpus contexts. Therefore, research on

2
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such issues can assist curricula developers to perform the needed improvements which help

authentically introduce Arabic adverbial nouns in more comprehensible way.

This study is also motivated by the fact that 2<i/ba’da/ (after) and Lé/qabla/ (before,
ago) are two of the most frequent words in Arabic (Buckwalter & Parkinson, 2011), which

draw the researcher’s attention to investigate them as two samples of Arabic adverbial nouns.

Since it is so difficult to analyze i< /ba’da/ and 4 /gabla/ in all Arabic texts, the
researcher has decided to select media Arabic as a purposive sample. Among the reasons that
led to choosing media Arabic is that the language of news is the most salient genre of media
Arabic (Taha, 1995; Al-Jarrah, 2011). This can assist AFL students interested in Arabic
news and Modern Standard Arabic (MSA) in general. Hence, this study has benefited from
CNN and BBC corpora of Arabic news wire texts (Saad & Ashour, 2010) to investigate four
main linguistic qualities, namely semantic values and cohesive functions, syntactic features,

and idiomatic usages of 4<i/ba’da/ and Lé/qabla/.

1.2 Adverbs — Concept and Term:

Adverbs in English are a part of speech used to describe, modify or tweak the
meaning of verbs, adjectives, adverbs, clauses or whole phrases or sentences (Cambridge
Dictionaries Online). Adverbs in English semantically function to express relations of place,
time, manner, frequency, attendant circumstance, degree, cause, inference, result, condition,
exception, concession, purpose, or means. They answer questions such as how? when?
where? in what way? and to what extent? (Hurford, 1994, pp. 10-12; Crystal, 1995, p.

211). Some examples:
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¢ She sang loudly (loudly modifies the verb sang, indicating the manner of singing)
e We left it here (here modifies the verb phrase left it, indicating place)

e | worked yesterday (yesterday modifies the verb worked, indicating time)

e You are quite right (the adverb quite modifies the adjective right)

e Certainly we need to act (certainly modifies the sentence as a whole)

Considering the definitions mentioned above, we find that there are no concrete
adverbs in Arabic. However, this is not apparent in Arabic because of the inherent flexibility
and the expressiveness of Arabic. The following sentences exemplify some means used in

Arabic to perform such functions, in comparison to English:

A. He came quickly (quickly modifies the verb came, indicating the manner of
coming). But, in Arabic we can use the prepositional phrase (genitive case
‘nunated’) to provide this function, and say: 4¢_ww £5 /ja’a bi-sur’atin/ (he came
with speed). This is the way we use adverbial in ECA, sometimes in educated
spoken Arabic or some MSA writings in modern literature, moreover, we can
sy g s e 15 /ja‘a ‘ala nahwin sari’in/ (he came in a manner of speed).
However, Js/ [hal/ (the adverbial noun of state) clause is commonly used to
carry out this function, and say: le_xué £(2 /ja'a musri’an/.

Besides, we may use the case of (4idx) Glhall Js<dall Cili fndibu al-mafulu al-
mutlaku (sifatuhu)/ (the substitute of the absolute object/cognate accusative [its
adjective]) to also perform this role: L& <45 /ja‘a sarT’an/.

B. I scarcely saw him (scarcely modifies the verb saw, indicating frequency). But, in

Arabic we use -3l il ihal Jsdall fal-mafulu al-mutlaku al-mubaynu li-
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I’adadi/ (the absolute object indicating number) to provide this function, and say:
1526 8/ 5/ /" arahu nadiran/ (1 rarely see him).
Similarly, this kind of the absolute object can be used with: sometimes, always,
approximately, suddenly, often, etc., to introduce such functions, and say: L=/
/ahyanan/ (sometimes), &l /da‘iman/ (always), & 47 /taqrban/ (almost), HEY
/faj’atan/ (suddenly), and Lé /ghaliban/ (often).

C. I hit him hard (hard modifies the verb hit, indicating the manner of hitting). In
Arabic, we can also use g sl udll bl Js<iall [al-maf ulu al-mutlaku al-mubaynu
li-lnaw’i/ (the absolute object indicating type) to express this function, and say:

Jind U3 44750 [darabtuhu darban shadidan/.

In addition to using prepositional phrases, the substitute of the absolute object (its
adjective), the absolute object indicating number, and the absolute object indicating type to
express such adverbial use,” Arabic also employs the adverbial nouns of place and time
(Adverbial Object or +4# Jsda// fal-maf’ulu fihi/) in the un-nunated form, e.g. 4</i<
/ba’da/ba’du/ (after, later, etc.) and <L L /qabla/qablu/ (before, previously, etc.) (Haywood

& Nahmad, 1962, p. 426).

Badawi, Carter and Gully (2004, pp. 56-57) also mentioned that the class of pure

adverbs in Arabic is extremely small.”* For instance:

* There are some particles with adverbial function, e.g. i-é?/faqat/ (only), l-;/qa;/ (never).

** The concept of the adverbial nouns of place and time (ANP and ANT, henceforward) in Arabic is much closer to the

adverbs of time and place in English.



BA’DA AND QABLA IN ONLINE NEWS CHAPTER ONE

- bl dealsdl ) Giad [Sahbtu Cila al-jami’ati “ams/ (ANT) (I went to the university
yesterday). (adverb of time)

asll o Eif fra" aytu salli al-yawma/ (ANT) (I saw Sally today). (adverb of time)

1996 iia ausiall o3 Y Cadl & Jkuntu “adhabu Vil hadihi al-madrasati mundu
1996/ (ANT) (I have been going to this school since 1996). (adverb of time)
- Akl &s5 4Lil [al-gitatu tahta at-tawilatu/ (ANP) (The cat is underneath the

table). (adverb of place)

Because of the way Arab grammarians described the adverbial use in Arabic, and due
to their categorization of the concept under different terminology and types”, it seems not to
be an easy task to be able to make general statements about all the different uses of adverbs

in Arabic.

1.3 Adverbial Nouns — Importance in Cohesion and Conjunction:

Cohesion is the set of language devices which express relationships or links through a
text or discourse separate from the structural level of sentence grammar (Halliday, 1994, pp.
309-311). It forms part of the study of what Halliday calls “texture”, which in turn is part of
the study of coherence (Halliday, 1994, pp. 334; Halliday & Hasan, 1976, pp. 2-3). Halliday
and Matthiessen (2004, p. 536) note that —cohesive devices make it possible to link items
of any size, whether below or above the clause; and to link items at any distance, whether

structurally related or not.

* Some of them are: adverb, adverbial, adverbial noun, adverbial object, circumstantial object, locative adverb, prepositional

noun.
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Generally, a conjunction guarantees a cohesive relationship between ideas presented
in any text. Therefore, conjunctions are considered to be essential in both writing and reading
since they connect separate clauses, phrases, sentences, and paragraphs into an integrated

unit (Hartnett, 1980).

Ryding (2005, p. 413) pointed out that some Arabic adverbial nouns act as adverbial
conjunctions which fill the role of subordinating conjunctions in English, such as ‘where,’
‘when,” ‘while,” and ‘as.” That is, they introduce a clause subordinate to the main clause by
indicating a place or time relation between the two, e.g. iys/haythu/ (whereas), 1= /ba’da/
(after), cid/qabla/ (before, ago), Laii/baynma/ (while), Laizi/ba’dama/ (after), and rsf/thumma/

(then).

Jacobsson (1977) emphasized that besides the main role of “adverbial nouns” in
introducing adverbial expressions, they may be employed in conjunctions and thus in
cohesion. For example, "as)" ./ s i1 G5 365 5508 YT s A2 AYT " 536 s ) o 0] e
AhsYT /dafa’athu 1i-llrahil “ila “Silta Vigi® a-lasbanT ala sabil al-'I’ara. ba'da dalika intaqal
Mida ‘ila ‘Rama’ al-itali/ (It pushed him to go to the Spanish (club) ‘Celta Vigo’ on loan.
After that, Mido moved to the Italian (club) ‘Roma’). This example shows that 2« /ba’da/
here introduces an (new) action which is antecedent to another reference (old) action just
mentioned and stated in the previous sentence. This NEW states an action headed, but not
linked, by 2=/ba’da/ which only signals for OLD referenced action stated in a prior sentence.

Thus, 22 /ba’da/ signals the temporal sequence and acts as a conjunctive.

Therefore, some adverbial nouns may be also called adverbial conjunctions,

conjunctive adverbs or subordinating conjunctions. When they assume this type of function,
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they signal the relationship between the adverbials and another clause, usually an
independent clause, so that the former is grammatically dependent on the latter. Thus, such
“adverbial nouns” establish meaning relations based on preceding fragments or discourse

units.

Keating (1942) argued that “adverbial nouns” not only give information about when
and where things happen, but they are also used to control the strength of general statements.
This is clearly illustrated in the crucial role of adverbial nouns in conjunction and cohesion in
the just mentioned example. Hence, writers/speakers use “adverbial nouns” benefiting from
these functions; thus, clarity and precision can be added to sentences. Moreover,
writers/speakers who use adverbial nouns well are very aware of who their audience is and
what types of general statements or claims they will accept and what types of general

statements or claims will need to limit in some way.

One proviso which needs repeating here relates to the role of some adverbial nouns as
connective markers, we ascertain that this characterization has no implication on their
classification as adverbial objects (Costa, 2008, pp. 15-16). As in the just mentioned
example, the adverbial meaning of 2<i/ba’da/ as well as its syntactic feature helped lead to its

conjunctive and cohesive function, not vise versa.

1.4 Research Questions:

In order to analyze the linguistic features of < /ba’da/ and Lé/gabla/, the researcher
has benefited from CNN and BBC corpora of Arabic news to find answer to the following

main questions:
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A. What are the semantic value and cohesive function of i=i/ba’da/ and Lé/qabla/?
B. What are the syntactic features that mark 3<i/ba’da/ and cL#/qgabla/?
C. What are the idiomatic usages of =i /ba’da/ and L /qabla/ as reflected by analyzed

body of data?

1.5 Organization of the Thesis

To answer these research questions, this thesis is organized into five chapters to
present an analysis of the two adverbial nouns: 3<i/ba’da/ and c#/qgabla/. In addition to this
chapter, the second chapter provides an overview of literature on adverbial nouns in Arabic
from the perspective of their definition, functions, structures, types, and meanings, as well as

the two analyzed adverbial nouns.

The third chapter deals primarily with methodology and data used in the study. This
addresses the method of research, data collection, instruments of the study, data sampling,

and the philosophy behind data analysis.

The fourth chapter introduces analysis and discussion of the target words in CNN and
BBC websites according to their semantic values and cohesive functions, syntactic features,

and idiomatic usages.

In the fifth chapter, a conclusion that summarizes all reached findings is presented as

well as limitations of the study, future studies, and implications of the thesis.
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1.6 Important Definitions:

ADVERBS: in English, the category of ‘Adverbs’ is a lexical category that modifies
everything but nouns and pronouns; they describe verbs, adjectives, adverbs, or sentences.
Adverbs answer questions about how (manner), where (place), or when (time) an action took
place (Hurford, 1994, p. 10). In Arabic, however, this category is covered by several
syntactic categories such as prepositional phrases, the substitute of the absolute object (its
adjective), the absolute object indicating number, and the absolute object indicating type, and

the adverbial nouns of place and time.

CORPUS is a systematic collection of authentically occurring texts (of written and/or
spoken language). “Systematic” means that the structure and contents of the corpus applies
certain extralinguistic principles, e.g. representation, size, sampling, and balance. In spite of a
“corpus” can indicate to any non-randomly text collection, it is usually used in a narrower
sense today, and is often only used to indicate to the computerized format of the systematic

text collections (Hunston, 2002, p. 2).

CORPUS LINGUISTICS (LC) is the analysis of naturally occurring language on the
basis of computerized corpora. Commonly, the analysis is carried out with the assistance of
the computer, i.e. software or a program, and takes into consideration the wordlist,
frequency, concordance, collocation and chunks (and other capabilities) of the phenomena

investigated (O'Keeffe & McCarthy, 2010, p. 7; McEnry & Hardie, 2012, p. 1).

10
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1.7 Operational Definitions:

ADVERBIAL NOUN OF TIME (ANT) or gtai/ <35 [Dharfu az-zamani/ it is what is
indicated by the time of the occurrence of an action and implies the meaning of the

preposition #/fi/ (in) (Ibn Ya’ish, V. 2, p. 41; Ibn Jinni, 1985, p. 110).

ADVERBIAL NOUN OF PLACE (ANP) or gl€a// &35 [Dharfu al-makani/ it is what
is indicated by the place of the occurrence of an action and usually implies the meaning of

the preposition 4/fi/ (in) (Ibn Ya’ish, V. 2, p. 41; Ibn Jinni, 1985, p. 110).

COHESIVE FUNCTION is used in this study for the relationships obtaining among
the clauses, sentences, and/or paragraphs of a text including the studied terms. These
relationships are signaled by certain semantic and lexical features reflecting discourse

structure on a higher, semologic stratum.

IDIOMATIC USAGE refers to the adverbial phrase/expression that is peculiar and
cannot be understood from the individual meanings of its elements, or cannot be deduced
from a general knowledge of the words and their meaning, but rather, we need to simply

memorize them.

SEMANTIC VALUE is the connotation role the two studied adverbial nouns perform

in their co-text.

SYNTACTIC FEATURE is the grammatical pattern or structure of the two studied
adverbial nouns they typically occur or repeat in a way that enables analyzing their

constituent and sketching their sentences.

11
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2. LITERATURE REVIEW

Investigating the literature on the adverbial nouns in Arabic was conducted using three
bibliographictools to ensure as wide a coverage as possible, to allow the study to ‘triangulate’
across the three sets of search results, and to increase overall reliability and validity. The three
bibliographic tools used were: AUC Library (Library One Search and Online Catalog), Google
(Google Search Engine, Google Scholar and Google Books), and the digital library for the
Egyptian Universities’ Libraries (EUL). In addition, the researcher used Arabic-L:LING

(Arabic ListServ) and bibliographies on Arabic Linguistics to identify further resources.

As aconsequence, a gap in the literature regarding the researched topic has been found
and, consequently, the contribution the present study can make to AFL teaching and learning,

Arabic lexicography, and Arabic references- whether they are intuition-based or corpus-based.

Therefore, the literature selected for inclusion in this review is primary one. The
researcher categorized this review into the major themes under investigation; four of which
are addressing definition, functions, structures and cohesive roles of adverbial nouns in
Arabic, inscribing types and meanings of these adverbial nouns, and theoretically tackling the

two researched adverbial nouns: 2<i/ba’da/ and cL#/qgabla/.

2.1 Adverbial Noun — Definition, Functions and Structure:

Sibawayhi (Qanbar, V. 1, 1966-1977, pp. 216-228) in his book “al-Kitab”, Al-

Mubarrad (Ya’qub, 1999, pp. 285-286) in his book “al-Mugtadab”, and Ibn As-sarraj (V. 1,

12
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p. 204) in his book “al-Osiil fi a-nnahii” named the ANP and ANT/Adverbial Object: <i L/

ladh-Dharfu/.

The Adverbial Object in Arabic (44 Js<4a// /al-maf’ulu fihi/) is a noun in the case of
—aill [an-nash/ (accusative) upon which the action of the verb falls and implies the meaning
of the preposition 4/fi/ (in) without expressing it (Ibn Ya’ish, V. 2, p. 41; Ibn Jinni, 1985, p.
110). This means that what is being implied is the prepositions 4 /fi/ (in) without it being
expressed, because when we say: &l &3 (I came today) what we mean is a5l 3 C38 (1 came
in the day) and when we say: 5 e s (1 sat with Zayd) what we mean is gl&all & culda

43 ¢ ) (1 sat in a place near him).

Adverbial object in Arabic (44 Jsdal fal-mafulu fihi/) is translated into the
accusative of time and place in Wright's view. It is interpreted as "that in which the act is

done." (Wright, V. Il, 1981: p. 112)

Therefore, similarities between adverbials and prepositional clauses in their deep
structure explain the similarities in their rules and characteristics. This has been introduced by
de Sacy and Fosdick (1837, p. 47) when they stated that every adverbial noun is equivalent
to a preposition followed by its complement; but it is not true that every preposition followed

by its complement can in all languages be exchanged for an adverbial noun.

Ryding (2005, pp. 366-375) renders adverbial objects as locative adverbs "adverbs of
place and adverbs of time." She argues that these words denote location with the preposition
4 /fi/ (in) which is an essential locative preposition in Arabic. It can be used to express

location in space: 4=<lsJ/ - (at the university) or in time: 7t/ 4 (in the morning), as well

* This literally means “vessel” or “container”.

13
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as figuratively. It may be translated as "at,” "in," or "on" depending on the context.

Thatcher (2003, p. 280) argues that the adverbial object determines time and place; it
is one of the usages of the accusative. On the other hand, Schulz (2008, pp. 151-
153) identifies it as adverbial qualification: adverbial qualification of time, duration, date and

adverbial qualification of place.

Ryding (2005, pp. 289-290) clarified that most common adverbial nouns in Arabic
are spatial and temporal adverbials. These adverbials are actually nouns marked with the
accusative case, functioning as the first term of an 4=/ ["idafa/ (Annexation), with a
following noun in the genitive, or with a pronoun suffix. Although close to prepositions in
both meaning and function, these words are of substantive (usually triliteral root) origin and

may inflect for genitive case if they are preceded by a true preposition.

Badawi, Carter and Gully (2004, p. 56) added that there is a group of compound
adverbial nouns of which the first element is an adverbial noun annexed to the deictic
elements J//°id/ or &l5/daka/ (that): diis /hina ‘idin/ (at that time), i & /yawma "idin/ (on that

day), <%, /waqta daka/ (at that time).

2.2 Adverbial Nouns — Types and Meanings:

Syntactically, Arab grammarians divided adverbial nouns into two types:

A. Declinable* adverbial nouns 443aisAisis Cis 35 - they can have different functions
in the sentence like subjects, objects, etc. Like when we say: >/ <& 6L (1 traveled

at night) and cLuJ/uJobjL clif//(Night is long in winter).

* Declinable nouns are nouns that the endings of which change depending on their position in the sentence. But,
indeclinable nouns are nouns that the endings of which are fixed, regardless of their position in the sentence.

14
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B. Indeclinable adverbial nouns i jigAiia Cissh : they cannot have any
function in the sentence other than that of adverbials and they are usually in
accusative case, e.g. = /ba’da/ (after), 4 /qabla/ (before, ago), élif /"amama/
(across from/in front of), il [khalfa/ (behind), ¢/5/wara'a/ (behind), &4 /fawqa/
(above), <<iftahta/ (below), etc.

It is noted that indeclinable adverbial nouns are similar to prepositions in which
they are followed by a noun in the genitive case. For example, 4w dall Jf Cuiad
/Bahabtu “ila al-madrasati/ (I went to [prep.] school [n.]) and 3t s/ s/ oslslad
_isall % lguad; [yuhawilaana “ihragha ba'da rafdiha fath al-ma’bar/ (They try to
embarrass it after [adv.] its refusal [n.] to open the crossing gate). It is also worth
noting in these two examples that the preposition and the adverbial noun both
initiate a clause. Moreover, indeclinable adverbial and prepositions describe a
relationship between two things/ideas as in the previous examples. Because of
these syntactic and semantic similarities between the indeclinable adverbial nouns
and prepositions, some researchers called the former ‘semi-prepositions’ (Ryding,
2005, p. 289, p. 367).

Indeclinable adverbial nouns can be in genitive case after o= /min/, 2 ju &3
&Ly (1 passed by your house).

Some adverbial nouns have different but invariable declensions /s 5% g«‘?/‘? dix

Some Arab grammarians indicated that the name of a place or time located after the
preposition 4 /fi/ (in) is not an adverbial noun, but rather, it is a noun in genitive case (lbn
As-sarraj, V. 1, pp. 190-206).

15
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Semantically, Sibawayhi, al-Mubarrad, Ibn Jinni, Ibn Ya’ish and others divided

adverbial nouns into two types:

A. ANT or gl i/ & 3L [Dharfu az-zamani/: this is the noun which demonstrates time,
e.g. r’}-'-” /al-yawma/ (today), Ly /al-laylata/ (tonight), slu= /sabahan/ (in the
morning), /2 /ghadan/ (tomorrow), etc.

Sibawayhi (Qanbar, V. 1, 1966-1977, pp. 216-228) indicated that ANT answers a
question of <s/mata/ (when).

Like when we say: el 555 ik A (I left on the feast day); and so A /yawm/ is an
adverbial object for the verb (< <), because the action falls on this object which
is the action of z 553l (leaving). Also, it contains the meaning of the preposition
4 /fi/ (in) without the expression of it, because it is implied by a3l . Similar
examples are: /€ wif; a5 Cia (I came today and | am leaving tomorrow),
flis Cuaig KLl ‘iﬁ(l arose in the morning and slept in the evening), and so forth.

B. ANP or g&al/ &L [Dharfu al-makani/, e.g. éli»f/‘ amama/ (across from/in front of),
Cil< [khalfa/ (behind), .5 /wara'a/ (behind), G /fawqga/ (above), <=7 /tahta/
(below), etc.

Sibawayhi (Qanbar, V. 1, 1966-1977, pp. 216-228) indicated that ANP answers a
question of &//"ayna/ (where).

Like when we say: ~34 £/; <da (1 walked behind the people); and so /3 /wara'/
is an adverbial object for the verb (<:i3), because the action falls on this object
which is the action of Gm-// (walking). Also, it contains the meaning of the

preposition 4 /fi/ (in) without expressing it, because it is implied by ¢,/ .

16
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Similar examples are: Salaf iy g Szlia Gla (I sat across from you and | stood in

front of you) and so forth.

These adverbial nouns are either definite specifying certain time or place, or

indefinite expressing non-limited or infinite time or place.

Examples:

Araall 5w e Juasi(Ali arrives on Friday) (definite ANT)
L4553 (1 visited him at night) (indefinite ANT)

Al sLef Cuus (She sat in front of the house) (definite ANP)

1)l 850l <423/ (The car turned left) (indefinite ANP)

Sibawayhi (Qanbar, V. 1, 1966-1977, pp. 216-228) also added that in some cases,
ANT and ANP answer a question of < /kam/ (how [long]) when this answer includes a
number(s). Like when we say: skeil/s (LI L (He walked a day and a night). With taking into
consideration that the definite particle “ J//°al/” (the) implies abundance, not a definite time.
He indicated, as well, that ANT and ANP are originally ended by <3 /Fatha/ (the accusative

case), but in some few cases they are ended by <e=/Damma/ (the nominative case).

2.3 ii/ba’da/ and d#/gabla/:

Sibawayhi (Qanbar, V. 3, 1966-1977, p.267) states that 4<i/ba’da/ and J#/qgabla/ are
masculine adverbial nouns. Ryding (2005, p. 170) clearly added that 4’ /ba’da/ and
/gabla/ function very much like prepositions. They are different from true prepositions in that
they are derived from triliteral lexical roots and can also themselves be objects of

prepositions. For example, (Ll cicaiii siif 46.6< G0 [ akalatun khafifatun li-ba'di [prep. +

17
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=z 4
s

ANT] muntasafi el-layli/ (light food for after midnight) and 5 —ieis t27 (ke Ji.irﬁ"/thumma
ja'ala min [prep.] ba'di [ANT] da'fin qiwwatan/ (then gave (you) strength after weakness).
They normally have 43 /Fatha/ (accusative case ending) when they are followed by a noun
or a pronoun as a determiner, e.g. ¢, » and #&, but, still in most cases there is no determiner.
Besides, 4='/ba’da/ and /gabla/ may retain <a=/Damma/ (non-nunated) in many syntactic
functions, even when they are preceded by a preposition. They have the <a=/Damma/ ending

when they are used as independent adverbial nouns.

3zi/ba’da/ and Lé/qgabla/ can be used as a central adverbial noun which might be one

that occurs both attributively (o} J#/2+3) and predicatively (J#/2= c) (Hunston, 2002, p. 43).

In some cases, 2=/ba’da/ might be preceded by a true preposition (usually << /min/ or
JI"ilal), and its case marker then changes to genitive (final 5%5/Kasra/). It is still followed
by a noun or pronoun in the genitive case. But, the expression 4<i/ba’du/ is used chiefly as an
ANT in negative sentences, meaning ‘[not] yet’. For example, i< sie 45 2357 a//lam yuhaddad

maw’iduhu ba’du/ (Its date has not yet been set).

In some cases, <’ /ba’du/ is used as idiomatic expression when it associates to Les
/fima/, meaning ‘later; later on’. For example, <L 4§ i ey g<ls < fthumma da’aha fima
ba’du fi kitabika/ (Then put it later in your book). In other cases, = /ba’da/ is compounded
with the suffix 2/ /id/ to become i /ba’da-"idin/ (after that, then, subsequently). This
compound adverbial noun indicates a sequential action, coming later in time than the action

in the preceding sentence or clause (Ryding, 2005, pp. 292-294).

On the other hand, c#/gabla/ may be preceded by the preposition c«</min/. In this

18
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case, this preposition usually changes the inflectional vowel of cL#/qabla/ to 58 /Kasra/ (4
/qabla/) provided that it is followed by a noun or pronoun suffix; otherwise, <a=/Damma/ is
kept (# e /min gablu/ ‘[ever] before’). In other words, <« /min/ has no effect on the final
inflectional vowel as long as the adverbial noun is not in 4L=//"idafa/ (Annexation) with a

following noun (Ryding, 2005, p. 379).

Sibawayhi (Qanbar, V. 2, 1966-1977, p. 139) explained that when i<i/ba’da/ and 4
/gabla/ are followed by L /ma/, they become one word in the shape of compound pattern. In
this case, L/ma/ stops the two adverbial nouns from 4Ls//"idafa/ (Annexation) and, instead,
they are directly followed by a clause beginning with a verb, usually past tense. For example,
55lall 33/ 43415 Laisi /ba’da-ma shahadahu “ahadu Imarrati/ (after one of the passers-by saw

him) (Ryding, 2005, p. 414).

To sum up, we can define the adverbial nouns of time (ANT) ot i/ <i 3L [Dharfu az-
zamani/ as words used to introduce a temporal sense, as well as idiomatic expressions. They
are close to prepositions in both meaning and function; besides, they are syntactically
functioning as the first term of 4iL=//"idafa/ (annexation). ANT may answer a question about
when (date/time) and/or how long (period/duration). However, adverbial nouns of place
(ANP) o€l i 3L [Dharfu al-makani/ are words used to introduce a spatial connotation, as
well as idiomatic expressions. They are close to prepositions in both meaning and function;
moreover, they are syntactically acting as the first term of 4L/ /"idafa/ (annexation). ANPs

may answer a question about where (place/rank).

Furthermore, all mentioned literature dealt with adverbial nouns in Arabic according
to at least one or two of three linguistic aspects, namely literal meanings, semantic functions,

and syntactic structures.
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Another observation about the literature is that there is no research, textbook, or
grammar book that tackles other linguistic features of adverbial nouns in Arabic, i.e.

phonology, morphology, and pragmatics. So, further research may be added to these areas.

Moreover, the researcher has found that there is a discrepancy in the viewpoints of
researchers and authors of Arabic references regarding adverbial nouns, many directly called
them ‘adverbs’, some grouped several of them with prepositions, few named them ‘adverbial
nouns’, and other attributed them to connectors. Furthermore, there is no agreement on their
definition. Consequently, making sure of the main attributions of this kind of words can
assist in disengaging such controversy by authorizing the most appropriate term(s) and

definition.

Above all, the researcher does not find any literature or reference books that
established their analyses and results on authentic contexts. As a result, this study attempts to
partially fill this gab by investigating and analyzing authentic texts that reflect the actual use

of adverbial nouns in real life.

These viewpoints towards the topic assisted in the analysis applied in this research,
methodology employed in the study, key terms and implications for the two researched
adverbial nouns. The mentioned literature also helps the researcher in preliminarily putting
the appropriate names for 3= /ba’da/ and L /qabla/ during the practical part of this study.
The research will consider them concrete nouns (non-adverbials) when they are preceded by
the preposition << /min/ (in) provided that they are followed by a noun or pronoun suffix;

otherwise, they will be considered ANPs and ANTSs.
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2.4 Summary of Chapter Two:

This chapter provided an overview of literature on adverbial nouns in Arabic
exploring their definitions, functions, structures, types and meanings, as well as the two
researched adverbial nouns: 3=i/ba’da/ and cké/gabla/. In conducting this review it is apparent
that the literature on adverbial nouns in Arabic is limited and in a dire need of such a study
which investigates these linguistic qualities with one another and detects newly possible
results. Hence, this study partially attempts to take on this task. Additionally, it is likely that
successful description and analysis of adverbial nouns in Arabic, and all frequent Arabic

words, require corpus-based intervention and/or support at all levels of research and analysis.
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3. METHODOLOGY AND DATA

3.1 Method of Research:

This study has employed the linguistic analysis method which concerns with the
description of language with regards to its phonological, morphological, syntactic, and
semantic structures. Phonology is the study of speech sounds in language with reference to
their distribution and patterning and to tacit rules governing pronunciation. Morphology
describes the internal structures of words and how they can be modified. Syntax describes
how words combine to form grammatical sentences. Semantics is the study of the meaning of
words and phrases and how these combine to form the meanings of sentences. For language
to sound natural, understanding detailed syntactic and semantic representation is necessary.
Deep linguistic processing provides a knowledge-rich analysis of language through manually

developed grammars and language resources (Linguistic Society of America).

This method of research is highly suitable for instances of a single word which can be
searched and the information about frequency can be used in comparison and analysis for
four linguistic qualities, namely the semantic values and the cohesive functions, the syntactic

features, and the idiomatic usages associate with the target words.

3.2 Data Collection:

According to Ryding (2009, p. 219) media Arabic is a type of spine in the Arabic
language. This genre has a great influence on the Arabic culture. So, it is of interest to those

who learn and teach language and/or culture of Arabic. Hence, the present study has chosen
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news texts as a main genre to investigate the target words. Open Source Arabic Corpus
(OSAC), which contains CNN Arabic corpus and BBC Arabic corpus (Saad & Ashour,

2010), has been used to analyze 4='/ba’da/ and cLé/qabla/.

It has been argued that a corpus size over 10 million words of data suffices to find a
range of instances for a word that is not core vocabulary item in a language. If, on the other
hand, we were investigating a word or structure that was quite common, a smaller corpus
would suffice (Hunston, 2002, p. 4). Since this study investigates two of the most frequent
words in Arabic (Buckwalter & Parkinson, 2011), so a corpus of few million words could
best suit needs of this study and thus fulfill its main task. OSAC consists of 4,102,134 tokens

which consequently provide a reasonable size of data to perform the analysis.

The downloadable version of OSAC is available via the Internet (Saad, 2013).

3.3 Instruments of the Study:

WordSmith Tools is the concordancing program used in this study to generate
concordance lines to be used for the analysis and answer the research questions. This tool is
an integrated suite of programs for looking at how words behave in texts. This suit of
programs was developed by the British linguist Mike Scott at the University of Liverpool

(Scott, 1997). The core areas of this software package include three main modules:

A. Concord: it is a core tool in Corpus Linguistics in general, and it simply means
using corpus software to find every occurrence of a particular word, phrase,
pattern, etc. The searched item is often referred to as the ‘node’ or ‘core’ item.

Concordance lines are usually presented with the node item in the center of the
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B.

line with a pre-assigned number of words presented at either side. These are
known as concordancing KeyWord In Context (KWIC) (Hunston, 2002, p. 8).

Figure 3.1 illustrates an example that represents authentic instances of 2 /ba’da/

(after) as it is retrieved from OSAC corpus using WordSmith Tools:

Emyin BBC.cnc . - - . c . — = = p— |

File Edit Wiew Compute Settings Windows Help

M Concordance
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1982 e s Soe dST5L Agle SSa. 4Tl Leag
1982 .o gamll o @ g3l el gl i wn
1982 .o gamll o @ g3l el gl i wn
1983 . o gladly <9 @ O34 & =0 Syl gleal

15 ilglae s 21982 J L alldey dlla. s
18 2 425 #51980. Ao Aol d.800 o asal
T oo 425 #51980. Ao Aol d.800 o sl
18 oasEl muld Jea ciBall gy sagldl cagall

18 Ll dasadl alai¥l, saaidl LYl cusg o 1985 - Luwis 0 awe i ae Lu Al 1081 -

20 Ll gl dwwil >/ 1985 Ao i oule Jlod gl fmed) 4wy smdal
21 i . 1085 .o 5 b JJoan il dued duy omalsll
22 ol suvie JE, caba s Lol 4ded sy 1080 5 caliial asm b dlas Law Jike)

) Lyl Slopla 8 awiad aaa, Al dllFic) 1997 oo il el o cmca g zodl oIS,
= ey Jos il # L Sal o el Lic 47 1999 o a5 gl CJmbl o gl gl il

25 qé;_jl BaC A B Sy Lj&;l_a ;-r'.l_nj';gl ._j___,_.‘_)l o
26 A ¥l i glo glaY Joal s Ll
27 oo ofict Las A5 Loal saaidl ASledl 3 gl
28 1048 b ATVl aige 5T s i Ales mafd of
2 onocum G O IS g ol S s
30

20 Aasd 2 el T mT zas aosidie b
2000 oo 3 culals Dl 10 et sl
2001 e i sball e geud A ek )
2002 s zodl b 3 3 speall 3uieS Lac
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Figure 3.1 Concordance lines of 1=//ba’da/ in OSAC using WordSmith Tools

WordList: lists all the words or on word forms that are included in the selected
corpus and statistical data are different from the text corpus.
KeyWords: creates a list of all those words and word forms according to certain

statistical criteria in the corpus significantly occur rarely or frequently.
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Each of these modules offers a number of features available to certain other features
of the analyzed text corpus, i.e. WordSmith Tools presents node items supplemented with
number of tabs representing additional information, namely collocates, plot, patterns,
clusters, timeline, filenames, source text, and notes. By viewing collocates tab, for instance,
WordSmith Tools shows other words that collocate with the analyzed node item. Figure 3.1
shows these tabs at the bottom side of the screenshot of concordance lines for i< /ba’da/ in
OSAC using WordSmith Tools. For further details about WordSmith Tools and its

construction, see Scott (2016).

3.4 Procedures using WordSmith Tools:

This study has found that the module of Concord best fits answering the research
questions. Whereas, there was no need to use WordList which lists all words in the analyzed
text, sets them out in alphabetical or frequency order, and/or calculates text statistics related
to the analyzed corpus. Instead, the study focuses only on analyzing two words, not all words

in OSAC as a whole.

Additionally, there was no need to use the module of KeyWords to find the
significant words in OSAC by comparing it to another reference corpus. But rather, searching
for contexts of 3<i/ba’da/ and ké/qgabla/ using the module of Concord to investigate them as

well as their linguistic environment surrounding them.

After running Concord, the researcher uploaded OSAC on WordSmith Tools, and
then typed the target words in two separate sessions in the search box so as WordSmith Tools

can retrieve all contexts containing them. Hence, the concordance lines were shown
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highlighting ‘2’ and/or ‘J# separately in the middle of each concordance line as shown in

Figure 3.1 for 2=//ba’da/. Table 3.1 presents results of this run.

Table 3.1 Number of concordance lines of 3<i/ba’da/ and i#/qabla/ in OSAC

CNN Arabic Corpus BBC Arabic Corpus
dzi/ba’da/ 8056 5669
i /qabla/ 3141 3038

Once the concordance lines are generated for the target terms, collocates can be
viewed by clicking its tab. This option helped investigate words which occur in the

neighborhood of the target words for further findings, if any.

A copy of these concordance lines has been downloaded in the format of Spreadsheet
(Microsoft Excel) to facilitate any prospective analysis on the contexts of the target words.
For example, Microsoft Excel enables working on the analyzed data without running
WordSmith Tools itself. In addition to this, MS Excel allows adding, deleting, resorting,
moving, coloring, and counting its rows and columns efficiently. But, such processes in
WordSmith Tools are not applicable. Also, users can divide their data using MS Excel easily,
which lets them categorize their concordance lines into sets with the expected level of
flexibility. The format provided by WordSmith Tools, however, does not accept all of these

capabilities.

One important facility provided by MS Excel is generating random lists for any
countable data, rather than depending on other less efficient tools, such as randomizer.org
and/or random.org. The way of how to generate random sample using MS excel is clarified

into the next section of the study.
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3.5 Data Sampling:

Table 3.1 shows that the total number of 3<i/ba’da/ is 13725 instances and Lé/gabla/
is 6179 instances. The researcher claims that these occurrence numbers are sufficient to
perform the analysis. But, the large number of occurrences of data has led the researcher to
select random samples using Microsoft Excel. Whereas, any researcher can use a
combination of the RANDBETWEEN function and the VLOOKUP function to randomize
his/her data. Further instructions for how to use these functions are introduced on a YouTube

video entitled ‘How to generate a Random List in Excel” authored by Aldo Mencaraglia.

After randomizing the whole concordance lines of the target words, the need to select
a sample from this random list has emerged. For this reason, the researcher has adopted the
technique of cluster sampling introduced by Sinclair (1999) in selecting 30 of these random
lines, and noting the analyzed words in them, then selecting a different 30, and so on, until

further selections of 30 lines no longer yield anything new (Sinclair, 1999).

The researcher found that the data saturation occurred within the first eight groups of
30 lines of 2= /ba’da/. The total concordance lines detected of i=/ba’da/ after the mentioned
process of selection were 480 (240 concordance lines of CNN corpus and 240 concordance
lines of BBC corpus). But, it is worth mentioning that the retrieved concordance lines
included irrelevant results, namely, those which mean 4=7/bu’d/ (dimension) (13 instances).

Thus, the net occurrence number of 3<//ba’da/ in both corpora became 459 occurrences.

As for cLé/qgabla/, the researcher has found that the data saturation occurred within the
first seven groups of 30 lines. Thus, the total concordance lines of L /gabla/ were 420 (210

concordance lines for each corpus). These concordance lines also include irrelevant results,

27



BA’DA AND QABLA IN ONLINE NEWS CHAPTER THREE

namely, those which mean J#in J& & /min gibali/ (on the part of or by) (43 instances) and
other have written mistakes (3 instances). Therefore, the net occurrence number of c/gabla/

in both corpora became 374 occurrences. See Figure 3.2. See also Appendices 1, 2, 3, and 4.

Hba’da
Hgabla Ja

Figure 3.2 Occurrences # of i=iba’da and ciFgabla in CNN and BBC News Corpora

3.6 Data Analysis:

3z [ba’da/ and 4 /gabla/ are analyzed in terms of semantic values and cohesive
functions, syntactic features, and idiomatic usages they are associated with. The semantic
value in this study means the significant meaning and role the target words play in their co-
text, i.e. the relationships between the target words and other words surrounded them and

how we construct a meaning relying on their contexts.

The researcher has found while reviewing literature on the target words that they can
be categorized in general upon their semantic values as dictionaries have conducted, e.g. The
Cambridge Grammar of the English Language (Huddleston, R. & Pullum, G. K. 2002, p.
583). The researcher has also found that there is no impediment to categorize the two

analyzed adverbial nouns into subsets as per their semantic values.
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The cohesive functions means the linking role the target words carry out as
connectors in a method that signals to the reader what the relationships are between the
different clauses, sentences and/or paragraphs. Meanwhile, they keep ideas tied together, and

thus keep readers on track.

Besides, the syntactic feature means the grammatical structure or pattern of the target
words they typically occur or repeat in a way that enables analyzing their constituent and

sketching their sentences.

Furthermore, the idiomatic usage refers to the adverbial phrase/expression that is
peculiar and cannot be understood from the individual meanings of its elements, or cannot be
deduced from a general knowledge of the words and their meaning, but rather, we need to

simply memorize them.

3.7 Summary of Chapter Three:

This chapter addressed all methodological aspects employed into this study. This
included method of research which is the linguistic analysis. This chapter also elaborated all
procedures used in collecting data and how the study adopt OSAC corpus as a main source
for data here. Additionally, this chapter introduced the main instrument of this study which is
WordSmith Tools highlighting its core modules as well as how it is applied here. Besides, the
chapter explained methods of data sampling using MS Excel. Finally, ways of analyzing data

are presented.
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4. ANALYSIS AND DICUSSION

This chapter presents the results of the three research questions of the present study:

A. What are the semantic value and cohesive function of i=i/ba’da/ and Lé/qabla/?
B. What are the syntactic features that mark 3</ba’da/ and cL#/qgabla/?
C. What are the idiomatic usages of iz /ba’da/ and 4 /qabla/ as reflected by analyzed

body of data?

Discussions related to the three main research questions are presented respectively.

For a better display and representation that help answer these research questions, the
two target words are analyzed and discussed in two separate sections. Under each section, the
first and the second research questions are addressed first, and then the third one is dealt

with.

4.1 &/ba’da/

4.1.1 Findings and Discussion of Research Question 1 and 2:

The purpose of these research questions is to determine the semantic value and
cohesive function of 2 /ba’da/ as well as its syntactic features. Dowty (1979) argued that
once the target words are identified, existing semantic formalisms may be applied to context
semantics. Additionally, Hunston (2002, p. 46) indicated that it is common to divide

concordance lines into sets, each set is exemplifying one semantic value. Hence, this study
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has employed and extended these techniques in categorizing the meanings of 3z /ba’da/ into
semantic and cohesive sets and subsets (research question 1). The syntactic feature of each

subset is then presented (research question 2).

To help understand how strongly each set is represented in the analyzed data, all sets
are illustrated by their percentages calculated according to total number of times they
appeared in the researched sample (instances of i /ba’da/ is 459) versus instances the target

word appears in the semantic value and cohesive function being described in each set.

4.1.1.1 4&/ba’da/ [After]

Analyzing concordance lines of 3z /ba’da/ in OSAC corpus shows that the meaning
“after”, which has the dominance (83.7 %), comes to order events. The relationship of events
includes: one event being the effect/result of the other, one event follows a specific or
unspecific time/date, and ranking. This semantic meaning can be categorized into four sets
representing their semantic values and cohesive functions (research question 1) and syntactic

features (research question 2), as follows:

SET ONE: Presenting order of events that displays a cause and effect

relationship: (71 %)

Percentage of using 2« /ba’da/ in presenting order of events that displays a cause and
effect relationship in a way of calculation mentioned earlier shows that this is the most

frequent usage.
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Order of sentence reveals that resulting event is mentioned before event that caused

or led to it. As shown in Table 4.1.

Table 4.1 Concordance lines of 3= /ba’da/ in presenting order of events

that displays a cause and effect relationship

18] Gl gl o o e o il b s oy o 60 Jud i ) 46 By sy i

W] e b K 53 gy by s 8 oy 31 Lol ol o B Gl 0 o 3

4680 1 sy Jlal o G Ge) Gl Ll e g spdle oy el o gopd gt STy Ml 0

] Gl g K36 b ok oh a8 G g G  Lasa D500 300 AL el

8 L) >) " gl gl syl i o Gl g g 20 85 gl w4 T e g2l

2040 go 2ealt=" dadis Lald 45 Cusil @ i) dy ol G ey LY Jag 3] "dasie Tald 48 i

3141 Ligde g CLBEY 4ag g Sl Ky claiy w cks 8 8K 58 o L o D ol Gl A L

17 -’._J:Jl J:UL:JI Cadl Al o Y gl L.dJJM Slilay _‘m”mnten ,.]_‘,n‘ﬁ Jﬂ_ i ]-,.lej .1|_]_|n_ﬁ)_]l Jnj_h;jl
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A. Semantic value and cohesive function: instances in SET ONE reveal that in
presenting order of events whatever comes before 3<i/ba’da/ is 2™ in sequence of
events; and whatever comes after i< /ba’da/ is 1% in timing of events. In other
words, event 2 is subsequent to event 1. For example, in concordance line # 244 of

BBC corpus:
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I e Rl B T i ed o L) el Gl e B i ad LSy s

2 1
fgruhﬁwilﬁﬁna “ihragha ba’da 1|"afc_liha fath al-ma’bar/

(JThey try to 2em’t:'ar_ra.'-ss it after Ets refusal to operi the crossing gate':)
That is, s/ </ o sli<) fyuhawilatna “ihragha/ (They try to embarrass it) is 2" in
sequence of events, and _s=a// Cw lead ) [rafdiha fath al-ma’bar/ (its refusal to open
the crossing gate), however, is 1% in timing of events. This means that Js/ss
l¢=/53/ lyuhawilatina “ihragha/ (They try to embarrass it) is subsequent to i leuad
_x=all[rafdiha fath al-ma’bar/ (its refusal to open the crossing gate).
Moreover, it is noted that 3< /ba’da/ in SET ONE answers a question about -

/mata/ (when). For example, in the mentioned concordanced instance:

. - the anzwer |J wchen
"'“. Sﬁ—ﬁpl.é'_'}}ﬁqu‘l#ﬂ-i—d H-I.u.jl. _U.'l.l.y. ‘.Hsle.n.n.n‘.ﬂlu‘,SLy_J a;J

when the answer
Auhawilatna “ihraghh ba’da rafdiha fath al-mabak/

gThey try t(; héﬂrlnbanass it| I«]ftEl‘ its refusal tom;)af)i;; the crossing ga‘ré}
iei/ba’da/ answers this question: When did they try to embarrass it (government)?
So, the answer would be: after its refusal to open the crossing gate. This is
consistent with all Arab grammarians’ viewpoint, e.g. Ibn Ya’ish (V. 2, p. 41), Ibn
Jinni (1985, p. 110) and Ibn As-sarraj (V. 1, pp. 190-206). But, no previous

literature stated that 2=7/ba’da/ answers a question of Why as well. For example,

[ the anzwer | | whv

24 “,‘__ﬁhunLS_ﬁ_rJ —I“‘-l-l-u—d hﬂ.u}l;‘p_}&l_-ﬂ_ldukﬂ '.n_’sa. ;.hj 5_,1.

why the answar

.-"*lj,?uhﬁwilflﬁna ‘ihraghla ba*da l.lafdiha fath al-ma’ba!:.-"

why | the answer

&he}? try to embarrass it after 1Its refusal to open the crossing gate)
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The semantic value and cohesive function of 2« /ba’da/ in SET ONE is presented

in the format illustrated in Figure 4.1.

Cause ¢ it//ha’da/ = Effect/Result

Figure 4.1 The semantic value and cohesive function of 2</ba’da/ in

presenting order of events that displays a cause and effect relationship

B. Syntactic feature: i=/ba’da/ in SET ONE initiates an adverbial [dependent] clause.

As in the mentioned example:

dependent clause _ .
ke o K 58 Gy e iy s Ll ol ol A i el ) iy 30

244

dependent clause
/yuhawilttinaa “ihragha ba’da rafdiha fath al-ma’bar/

| dependent clauss |
(They try to embarrass it after its refusal to open the crossing gate)

Also, 24 /ba’da/ in SET ONE is always preceded by independent [main] clause

using either:

i. a verb in the present: as in the instance mentioned above; Js(s/ fyuhawil/ (to

try).

1 w i TR l._' N e | -~ =l
Mk e o Ky sp oy o nd g Ly 8 ol Oy e 0 e pnd ) i 3

prezent

/yuhawilutina “ihragha ba’da rafdiha fath al-ma’bar/

(They Jr}ﬂy to embarrass it after its refusal to open the crossing gate)
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Ii. oraverb in the past: as in this concordanced instance:

438

i RV L e e i

past
/raddat mubasharatan ba’da sudiri il-itithamat/

=t

(She immediately responded after the accusations)

It was expected in this set of data that 2= /ba’da/ will not be preceded by a verb
in the imperative which reflects narration, like when we say: &G O 35 ey L]
/ighsil yadaka ba’da “an ta'kul/ (wash your hands after you eat). This finding
might be influenced by the genre of the analyzed texts as in news that attempts
to give their readers an accurate, interesting, thorough accounts of events

aiming to report, not make suggestions, give advise or give direct orders.

(Mencher, 1989, p. 2).

Furthermore, 2« /ba’da/ in SET ONE is followed by one of three cases:
i. an explicit verbal noun which takes the 4L/ /[ idafa/ structure (annexation) by
annexing it to a noun or a suffixed personal pronoun. For example:

—_— VM . - .
B e b 53 o Wl pd g8 ey s Ll gl i ) 1

]

WM
/yuhawilutuna "ihragha ba’da rafdiha fath al-ma’bar/

(They try to embarrass it after its refusal to open the crossing gate)

ii. interpreted verbal noun illustrated by the infinitive particle J//'an/ and a verb

in the past. For example:
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&1 r - \.Lu\‘ l 5

oMt |isK36 doke ok 3bD oo g el wy g o Lasa2500 i3 cilld cil] 0

. [ v ]
/a’lanat al-sultat "inqad 2500 shakhsan hatta "1-aan ba’da _an aghlagat
kutal min al-galid turugan bitul 3.6 kila mitr/
(Authorities announced saving 2500 persons till now after the blocks of

ice closed 3.6-km-long roads )

Another salient finding here illustrated by WordSmith Tools is that the infinitive
particle J//*an/ used in this pattern is ranked number one amongst the collocates of
iz [ba’da/ (2239 instances).” This particle occupies the slot # 1 directly after i<
/ba’da/. In this case, 1= /ba’da/ is used as a central adverbial noun which occurs

attributively: J/3xi/ba’da “an/ (Hunston 2002, p. 43).

Hassanein and al-Warraqi (1994, pp. 74-79) commented in the case of that an
interpreted verbal noun follows i /ba’da/ saying “When 2= is preceded by a verb
in the past, then it must be followed by an interpreted verbal noun (J/ an + past
tense). Similarly, Ryding (2005) also added that if the situation is in the past and
has already taken place, & 2 /ba’da tan/ is followed by a past tense verb. But,
these two statements are rigid and very general since there are cases of 3= /ba’da/
preceded by a verb in the past without any necessity to be followed by J// an/ +
past tense. For example, <ilalgiy/ sils de5 5530634 < [raddat mubasharatan ba’da
suduri il-itthamat/ (She immediately responded after the accusations). Also, there
are other cases that contradict with Hassanein’s, al-Warraqi’s (1994, pp. 74-79)

and Ryding’s (2005) viewpoint. This case, could be accepted if it is reversed to be

* Percentages cannot be calculated because of the over detailed data provided by WordSmith Tools.
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like this: When <i/ba’da/ is followed by an interpreted verbal noun (J/ an + past
tense), then it must be preceded by a verb in the past. Then, it will be consistent
with Hassanein’s and al-Warraqi’s point of view when they stated “if ol 2 is
preceded by a perfect in the main clause, it (2= /ba'da/) is also followed by perfect”

(Hassanein & al-Warraqi, 1994, p. 51).

Hassanein and al-Warraqi (1994, p. 51) saw also that S 35 ba’da ‘an/ is
subjunctive, yet the example mentioned here refutes their point of view. For

example,

- | ' --.-..cause VP ‘ . - tesult « -
81| gl ] K3 ) g v F G L3500 S bl clei,] JS A

rezult ‘ VP J cause

Ja’la.nat al-sultdt "inqad 2500 shakhsan hatta 'l-33n ha’da"a.n aghlagat kutal min al-galid turugan bitil 3.6 kila m|

raslf cause
(Authorities announced saving 2500 persons till now after the blocks of ice closed 3.6-km-long roadsl

iii. or a noun in definite or indefinite case:

- Defn.
£ s Al Jamanal e ¥ (IR T #3 ] =
Ul e i [Ey dall ‘_,&.q." iJ s ] 2

31 K s g5 o K O P T s D i

/gad tashshakkalat ba*da al-intikhabati/

Def. n.
(It has been formed after the elections)

Indaf.n.

W] i) L) o e Gy [ 5 mfcontent= Lt o JET L, ) L)

. Indaf. n. . .
/ba*da muhadathatin mutawwalatin/

Indef. n

(After long talks)

Figure 4.2 schematically summarizes the syntactic feature of SET ONE.
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ol ) C'_‘quu) T e jamf
An explicit VN (annexed to N
a noun or a suffixed personal
pronoun)

OR

(o= Jxé + () Js50 Hrae
An interpreted VN -

(J/ “an + past tense)

OR

Noun

g s Jad
[ present tense
—— it [h 2’ (/] G— OR

e 34

past tense

Figure 4.2 The structure of i=/ba’da/ in presenting order of events

that displays a cause and effect relationship

SET TWO: Introducing specific or unspecific time/period that displays a

chronological sequence: (11.8 %)

Percentage of using 2« /ba’da/ in introducing specific or unspecific time/period that

displays a chronological sequence in

a way of calculation mentioned earlier indicates that

this is the third-largest usage after SET ONE of 2« /ba’da/ (Section 4.1.1.1) when it means

“after” (71 %) and 3= /ba’da/ (Section 4.1.1.2) when it means “after that, ten, subsequently,

or later on” (14.5 %).

Order of sentence reveals th

time/period. As shown in Table 4.2.

at action is mentioned before specific or unspecific
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Table 4.2 Concordance lines of 3= /ba’da/ in introducing specific or

unspecific time/period that displays a chronological sequence

2 ) gl sl s )00 g Lol M Laf GUS dappad Gela 8 da ;;lﬂhi sy Ul

5,397 Crpally ) ) " a3 byl Zaad sy ol i ) e g o] ol R G50 s

1,083 @.Ujl fml_,j]_} jljjl JUL‘ .Jlm .f _',',-L)]—‘.lﬂl Ga (lagd ,h_} JIJ-#’;:I]‘[ .;lTLﬁ _"_I_nl_“]ll f j_,'iajl GILL Qi'\__lJ J_#ﬂ]hl J]_(xm ‘jjl

ey el sy I Al A Gl L gl S i gl e Yl sl @ G

356y o by e Aol CILLD 30l g dy e b By o) G s o) 52 e g 4

] Gl gk Ay Gl 8 B G O B 5 <GS ol ) i gl O,

W] (ks gl sl ki oy L) g sl g sy ot oy b il Sl 4l gy

1318 Ji o TTLN RETTIE ST I R A iy ool cmladly el Glg g s q-"l Ly [

A. Semantic value and cohesive function: examples of i< /ba’da/ in SET TWO
demonstrate that in introducing specific or unspecific time/period that displays a
chronological sequence whatever comes before i /ba’da/ is 2™ in sequence of
actions; and whatever comes after 3<i/ba’da/ is 1* in timing of events. It is also
noted that event 1 shows specified or unspecific duration (length of time). For

example, in concordance line # 2777 of BBC corpus:
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?TF' wt Ly JE TI’.- N e w L3 g i |-| A o ke Jl.—l.‘l' L4 et 2 4in 1AL 1.3
‘ 2 ol L 6 gl S0 o Ll o S Lt 5K Clasiual Cwla]dy dad gael 35 Wi Jsi

[ 2 | . 1
/1@ at tasrihati Karzai avvdan ba’da vawmin wahidin fagat min az-ziyarati al-qastrati/

| . z. | | ! . -]
(Karzai’s declarations also came after only one day of the brief visit)

That is, Lai s/ @lsiai <l /ja‘at tasrihati Karzai ayydan/ (Karzai’s
declarations also came) is 2™ in sequence of actions, and B e L /g ag
5 uadll f[yawmin wahidin fagat min az-ziyarati al-gasirati/ (only one day of the brief
visit), however, is 1% in timing of events. This means that Lai/ s/ S <) plaf ciels
/ja’at tasrihati Karzai ayydan/ (Karzai’s declarations also came) is subsequent to .«
5 gadll 5505 31 e L 2a/5 fyawmin wahidin fagat min az-ziyarati al-gasirati/ (one day
of the brief visit).

It is worth noting that i< /ba’da/ in introducing specific or unspecific time/period
answers a question about << /mata/ (when) when the question is about the time,
and initiates a question of <8 3x /ba’da kam/ (after how long) when the answer is

about the duration. For example, in the mentioned concordance line:

Answer ] wherr

wtd L X 1"-'.:"«,'.: o LE sl y Lok A€ cdavet Cwlolg. o raad 2 42 10d o ol
AR L pl \r"I“J:-‘*‘- S (el daly sy B Ll Ggp Cladpal Celafliy Sad guad S50 U U

‘ aml

when ] [ answer
/i@’ at tasrihati Karzai ayvydan ba’da vawmin wahidin fagat min az-zivarati al-qasirati/

when answer

arzai’s declarations also camel: :lafter only one day of the brief visi"r)
So, if we ask about time, the question would be: When did Karzai’s declarations
come? Therefore, the answer would be: after only one day of the brief visit.
Again, this conforms to all Arab grammarians’ viewpoint, e.g. Ibn Ya’ish (V. 2, p.
41), Ibn Jinn1 (1985, p. 110) and Ibn As-sarraj (V. 1, pp. 190-206).
But:
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| answerl | after how long
‘ 2t d gl gy s ‘;HIS il 5030 0 L aaly o g Lk ol € Cdagpad Cololl 6, alai gaaed sjl) W
I after how long | Answer

/ja’at tasrihati Karzai ayydan ba’da vawmin wahidin fagat min az-ziyarati al-qastrati/

| after how long answer

(Karzai’s declarations also cajne after only one day of the brief visit)

if we ask about duration, the question would be: How long did Karzai’s

declarations come? Thus, the answer would be: one day.

The schemata of the semantic value and cohesive function of 2<//ba’da/ in this data

set can be represented diagrammatically as in Figure 4.3.

X

Specified/Unspecific Duration e it:/ba’da/ se—ACction
(of an event)

Figure 4.3 The semantic value and cohesive function of i< /ba’da/ in introducing

specific or unspecific time/period that displays a chronological sequence

B. Syntactic feature: i=/ba’da/ in introducing specific or unspecific time/period that
displays a chronological sequence also initiates an adverbial [dependent] clause.

As in the mentioned example:

dependent clause

| whd Ly o Heuwdd sl w L sl ' Lo A8 Clatwai el 1ad vetad 33 1w da
‘ % UARH W o J Splall 50 e et Al sy A L n,'I'-J-JE it ] Ay FJ o (padd) BJg) (CF M U

dependent clause
/ja"at tasrihati Karzai ayydan ba’da vawmin wahidin faqat min az-ziyarati al-qasirati/

. . 'L dependent clause . . 4
(Karzai’s declarations also came after only one day of the brief visit)
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Also, % /ba’da/ in SET TWO is always preceded by an independent [main]

clause using either:

I. averb in the past: as in the concordance line mentioned above: <<(s/ja‘at/ (came).

- - past|
LB 1 - H o JcB . 1= [ 1.5 .- - ey " T t =
| 27 ol 5 B s o0 Li anly a8 Land 38 Clagpad Cela 8y dai gual s Ui Joi
pa
/ja’ at tasrihati Karzai ayvdan ba’da yvawmin wahidin fagat min az-zivarati al-qasirati/

past
(Karzai’s declarations also came after only one day of the brief visit)

As mentioned earlier, it is noted here that we can use a verb in the past before 2=
/ba’da/ without using a verbal noun (J/‘an + past tense) after it. This finding
disagrees, again, with Hassanein's and al-Warraqi's (1994, pp. 74-79) viewpoint
and Ryding’s (2005) statement mentioned in SET ONE when 3= /ba'da/ means
"after".

ii. averb in the present: as in this concordanced instance:

present

15

1098 a4 _I did . gl b dadd e es 0 od mead T I'.-' B g GILL cdu,  weall o |’
SRR algih) AP g He glaas 0 (HPSER (B Byl B P RAD Ry USR8 gl LARLU L)y hall s 8

pres
/wa-va 11 al-tafjirani ba*da vawmayvni mina “infjaravni fI mahatahvni mita/

prese
(These two bombings come after two days of two explosions in a two metro stations)

ili. or a verbal noun: as in this concordance line:

. - V] - -
. oat f e dis  Bo£a M £ T4 Te: - add T T h
‘ 380 15y Slue 505 I Bl Jaukid o A5 w5 U ol Sl ] o CBYl gl 3 4

VN
/ta’vin safir amriki lada sGiryva ba’da 5 "a’wamin mina al-gati’ati/

verbal noun
(ﬂ[ppointinbl an American ambassador to Syria after 5 vears of estrangement)

Besides, the noun that comes after 1= /ba’da/ always constitutes an identified or

unidentified number, as in the just mentioned concordance line:
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identified|
iy wben 505 D BVl [iadd e AelD Sy Lpge g Sl i il s
identified|
v
/ta’yIn safir amriki lada surya ba’da 5 "a’wamin mina al-gati’ati/

'Ident'lf'la

. . , ¥
(Appointing an American ambassador to Syria after 5 years of estrangement)

3580 |

— 7 na T
s Ay

unident'rﬂa
v

6 i clyly 4 ol ] o L) G O w35 8 S e g R gl S,

v
/gad tawafa ba’da qalilin min ikhtitafiha/

(He has passed away after a while of her kidnapping)

The syntactic feature of 2=/ba’da/ in this data set is illustrated in Figure 4.4,

— past tense (ale Ja8

KXFOARLYS
Identified Number OR
OR 3/ /ba’da/ - present tense § liak Jad
sk e A OR
Unidentified Number

— verbal noun xax

Figure 4.4 The structure of 2«/ba’da/ in introducing specific time/period

that displays a chronological sequence

Most nouns headed by 2<i/ba’da/ in SET TWO are followed by the preposition ¢«

min (of).
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A salient observation here evidenced by WordSmith Tools is that the preposition
<= min (of) used in this structure is ranked number two amongst collocates of i«
/ba’da/ (about 1851 instances). This preposition usually occupies slot # 2 or slot #

3 directly after 3</ba’da/.

SET THREE: Introducing a specific time/date that displays a chronological

sequence: (0.3 %)

Percentage of using 3= /ba’da/ in introducing specific time/date that displays a
chronological sequence in a way of calculation mentioned earlier points out that this is the

sixth-largest (bis) usage.

Order of sentence reveals that action is mentioned before specific time/date. As

illustrated in Table 4.3.

Table 4.3 Concordance lines of 3=/ba’da/ in introducing a specific

time/date that displays a chronological sequence

W] g sy 0 B oo g d D 2003 o 0 ) ) ) e i 8 i Y

U G el el g ol fad M) syl ) S L 5 Gl ) L) i

19 5 L Gt awdd ol O 383 o0 i oo 8 s del dad 38 wde sl by cwsd 84
o dasl) T pal ) Cpl DAY gl e /004 oo B Rl a5 ) JAY (e o URIH (it (s iy

A. Semantic value and cohesive function: instances of i< /ba’da/ in SET THREE
illustrate that whatever comes before 3<i/ba’da/ is 2" in sequence of actions; and
whatever comes after <i/ba’da/ is 1* in timing of events. It is also identified that
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event 1 represents an exact time/date. For example, in concordance line # 3012 of

BBC corpus:

: ] 2
1 i e ) S o 2004, D 5 el Y e sl o st 149,

| 2 | :
/bi-idafati a’dadin kabiratin mina al-sukkani ba*da ‘ami 2004/
| 2 | ’
(by adding large numbers of inhabitants after 2004)

That is, IS4 G 5548 25/ 4Lt [bi-idafati a’dadin kabiratin mina al-sukkani/ (by
adding large numbers of inhabitants) is 2" in sequence of actions, and 2004 sl
/ami 2004/ (2004) is 1% in timing of events. This means that Jw 54 J/ad/ 4Ll
L& [bi-idafati a’dadin kabiratin mina al-sukkani/ (by adding large numbers of

inhabitants) is subsequent to 2004 »/‘ami 2004/ (2004).

Likewise, 3= /ba’da/ in introducing a specific time/date answers a question about

i [mata/ (when). For instance in the mentioned concordance line:

| answer || when

1A 3 Ll Gkl Vel gy i SN b0 e s g g s 8 df ey e ) s cani LS,

| when | answer

|
/bi-idafati a’dadin kabiratin mina al-sukkani ba’da ‘ami 2004/

when | answer |
(jby adding large numbers of inhabitants after 2004)

So, the question in such a case would be: When were the large numbers of
inhabitants added? Therefore, the answer would be: after 2004. Repeatedly, this
fits for Arab grammarians’ view, e.g. Ibn Ya’ish (V. 2, p. 41), Ibn Jinn1 (1985, p.

110) and Ibn As-sarraj (V. 1, pp. 190-206).
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The semantic value and cohesive function of 2z /ba’da/ in this data set is

visualized in Figure 4.5.

Time/Date <= — it /ha’d/e— ACtion

Figure 4.5 The semantic value and cohesive function of 2</ba’da/ in

introducing a specific time/date that displays a chronological sequence

B. Syntactic feature: 2= /ba’da/ in introducing a specific time/date that displays a
chronological sequence also initiates an adverbial phrase. For example in the

mentioned concordance line:

18 5l Gl 1t e s S s 0004 o s D oo 6 o A i s G it KD,

phrase

I |
/bi-idafati a’dadin kabiratin mina al-sukkani ba*da ‘Gmi 2004/
hraze
(by adding large numbers of inhabitants aftepr 2001’ )
Furthermore, it is always preceded by an independent [main] clause using a verbal

noun:

VN

ARSI T PYSR ANCRY S RN T I ORI e i TS [RENPR: [ MR V4

VN
/bi-idafati a’dadin kabiratin mina al-sukkani ba*da *ami 2004/

v
(bv adding large numbers of inhabitants after 2004)

Besides, the noun that comes after 3=/ba’da/ is a noun defined by the annexation:
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annexation
1 2 1 - ae 1h & . - | W - 1 B ] - ot €4 ] | A . . wece ol 1 . - _ -
158 i Gl g oy ol A o b 2004, e g gk e u-h_—.'l-'.ﬁﬁ- e cpld s Condy 8,

Bnnexa tion

/bi-idafati a’dadin kabiratin mina al-sukkani ba®da *ami 2004/

(by adding large numbers of inhabitants after 2004)

The syntactic feature of 2=/ba’da/ in this data set is envisaged in Figure 4.6.

B! G e 2300 2

ini i & [ba’ verbal noun Hilas
Definite noun by annexation G it/ [ha’ (2] G— )

Figure 4.6 The structure of 2=/ba’da/ in introducing specific time/date

that displays a chronological sequence

SET FOUR: Expressing order or rank/hierarchy that displays a spatial

sequence: (0.6 %)
Percentage of using 3= /ba’da/ in expressing order or rank/hierarchy that displays a

spatial sequence in a way of calculation mentioned earlier demonstrates that this is the fifth-

largest usage.

Order of sentence reveals that lower rank is mentioned before higher rank. As

illustrated in Table 4.4.

Table 4.4 Concordance lines of i</ba’da/ in expressing order

or rank/hierarchy that displays a spatial sequence

1,143 Jm]_njl P]-Jl ._'i.l.:. i J-‘l,_}' J]SJ RSJ:J[ Py \-"_q _C _)u.jl ':I"'J @]jl aj,_)-ﬂjl ;,'-‘q ‘J_'ﬂT!J RSJ:J[ \-"_q ;1_9‘3" JJS 2Nl 'nll 43l
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2,118

8312

Gt ;;ﬁlil L\;J.Lijl iy s aladly ;;ﬂ_'h,...»jl Jodl Ljﬂi by U_J.Jﬁl 4J gl sy o ‘-;_ﬂjl peloatu LTl u,A-Jlil'

A. Semantic value and cohesive function: occurrences of iz /ba’da/ in SET FOUR

show that whatever comes before i /ba’da/ is 2™ in sequence of spatial
placement; and whatever comes after i< /ba’da/ is 1% in sequence of
rank/hierarchy. It is also noted that both 1 and 2 represent a place or space. For

instance, in concordance line # 1143 of BBC corpus:

- e T

MO ald Al sy S5 ) s Sloe 0w 30 4 o AJE g U K disud 0

2
7 1
/va 11 f1 al-martabati al-thaniyati ba’da almulla Omar/
I e ] 1

(He comes in rank number 2 after Mulla Omar)

That is, 4ol 455l 4 ‘_,—@ /ya'‘ti fi al-martabati al-thaniyati/ (He came in rank
number 2) is 2" in sequence of spatial placement, and _<¢ >/ falmulla Omar/
(Mulla Omar) is 1% in sequence of rank/hierarchy. This means that uﬂ/gwﬂ
43l /ya'ti fi al-martabati al-thaniyati/ (He came in rank number 2) is subsequent
to Jac S /almulla Omar/ (Mulla Omar).

This finding contradicts with what has been stated by Lahlali (2009, p. 4) when
he generalized the semantic value of i /ba’da/ stating “the use of 2~ indicates
that there are two actions; one is accomplished after the beginning of the other”
without considering any exceptions. It is better to modify such a general and strict
statement by saying: the temporal use of < /ba’da/ indicates that there are two

actions or events; one is accomplished after the beginning of the other.
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In addition, and differently to the previous findings, 2=/ba’da/ in expressing order
or rank/hierarchy that displays a spatial sequence may answers a question about

Z/I"aynal (where). For instance, in the mentioned concordance line:

E——— - L aNSWeEr where
1,143

ol A Gl s i Sy SR an o w4 450 0 L]0 o G gD Jgud @

where | answer |

I |
/ya 11 f1 al-martabati al-thaniyati ba’da almulla Omar/

where J’ | Ansuer |
e comes in rank number 2 after Mulla Omar)

Therefore, the question would be: Where did he come? And the answer would be:

after Mulla Omar.

The semantic value and cohesive function of i< /ba’da/ in this data set is

expressed in Figure 4.7.

Place < iti/ba’da/ e—P|ace

Figure 4.7 The semantic value and cohesive function of 2</ba’da/ in

expressing order or rank/hierarchy that displays a spatial sequence

B. Syntactic feature: 1= /ba’da/ in expressing order or rank/hierarchy that displays a
spatial sequence also initiates an adverbial phrase. For example in the mentioned

concordance line:
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- -I: phrase -
L] ol L b s iy S, o e e U sy 4l a0 AR g doY gl

phrase
/ya’t1 fi al-martabati al-thaniyati La *da almulla Omal|"f
| phrase |

(He comes in rank number 2 after Mulla Omar)

Also, it is always preceded by an independent [main] clause using either:

i. a verb in the present:

— = - pres -
W) paldl Gl e 5 o S, D o e W a4 d g A Bl g I el Jysued o

prese:

/va 11 1 al-martabati al-thanivati ba’da almmulla Omar/

present

(He comes in rank number 2 after Wulla Omar)

ii. or a verb in the past:

8312 (i cad b o, 0/ 1]L7 Coeua” e OO s sy chdpl e @, e bl 05 T ey dwdad

fasgal_la thani ~’1a film watha ig1 tahgigan li-11"Tradat ba da film
Mlichael DMoore ‘“Fahrenheit®/

past
(It became the second highest top documentary in terms of revenue
after Nichael Moor s documentary “Fahrenheit” ™)

Again, this finding disagrees with Hassanein's and al-Warraqi's (1994, pp.
74-79) viewpoint and Ryding’s (2005) statement mentioned in SET ONE

when 3= /ba'da/ means "after".

Further, it is followed by a proper noun:

PR A el o O T ) . T .
5312| il ) 011, s Ly K o LR liind il s ol B e ey sl

, . ) ) [ . proper noury e
/asbaha thani ~713 fllm wathi iqT tahqigan 1i-11"Tradat ba*da film Michael Moore “Fahrenheit™)

R _ proper noun . R I
(It becams the second highest top documentary in terms of revenue after Ivichael Moor®s documentary “Fahrenheit }

The syntactic feature of 2=/ba’da/ in this data set is illustrated in Figure 4.8.
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present tense ¢ s Jaé

ol ! G 2 [ha’da/ OR
Proper noun

_ , past tense pale Jad
Flgure 4.8 The structure of 2=/ba’da/ in CXprodsuyg viuct UL 1a1u\/1’lleI'aI'Chy

that displays a spatial sequence

~0 -

4.1.1.2 <z/ba’da/ [Transitional]

Introducing an action that is subsequent to another reference action: (14.5 %)

Analyzing concordance lines of i /ba’da/ in OSAC corpus shows that the
transitional usage, which comes secondly amongst its other meanings, comes to order events.

Moreover, its usage here reveals that it introduces the literal meaning of ‘after that, then,

subsequently, or later on’.

Furthermore, order of sentence demonstrates that one action is mentioned after

another reference action. As clarified in Table 4.5.

Table 4.5 Concordance lines of 2«/ba’da/ in introducing an action

that is subsequent to another reference action

WL g g o 161 ) o sy b g D O s 4 G g e D Glad

=

300

L, e ) % G D 0 o) g g AT ) ey iy

94

20 oied gy G g dsEd G sy 1996." - s i Y WY Gk ) Al
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1,078

369

780

45%

i . T T T B oag b [ . . T t q. £ L. qet T TR T )
i B R e E LV e
dl s L dipee o Al o4 gy Lo sl db oay i) ded e o€ 0¥ G Gl e gy g

G il gl g iy Apal Joy oo ae b gl s p gy oe il g AEAW "gs

oA oo ol e 0 i )y G palil b el sy K G s A e i s pdad $5d )

A. Semantic value and cohesive function: examples in this set explain that whatever
comes before 3<i/ba’da/ is 1¥ in timing of actions; and whatever comes after i<
/ba’da/ is 2" in sequence of actions. Shortly, action 2 follows action 1. It is also

marked that action 1 represents a reference action. For instance, in concordance

line # 1078 of BBC corpus:
T I S T T | B T T T T P T A
1078 S8 iy J o V) R "L J oy JE D my e} Jpe ko el s W ) Ja ] G oS

Ydafa’athu li-1lrahil “ila *Silta Vigii® a-lasbant ala sabil al-"T’ara. ba’da

2
i’aﬁlika, intagal Mida "ila ‘Rama’ al—i‘gﬁlTJ

1
(&t pushed him to go to the Spanish (club) “Celta Vigo’ on 10311'. After

2
lfhat, Mido moved to the Italian (club) ‘RomaJ)

That is, 552 ) us A2 LY "5<is G ) s I 45245 [dafa’athu Li-lrabil “ila
‘Silta Vigl’ a-lasbani ala sabil al-'T"ara/ (It pushed him to go to the Spanish (club)
‘Celta Vigo’ on loan) is 1% in timing of actions, while J/ ") A/ s Jiiil
/intagal Mida ‘ila ‘Rtima’ al-itali/ (Mido moved to the Italian (club) ‘Roma’) is
2" in sequence of actions. This means that i e LY 7 o< G ) fis 3] 42d5
5le Y/ [dafa’athu li-llrahil “ila “Silta Vigh® a-lasbani ala sabil al-'I’ara/ (It pushed

him to go to the Spanish (club) ‘Celta Vigo’ on loan) is antecedent to -/ s« JiZ/
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ALYl " 45" [intagal Mida “ila ‘Rama’ al-itali/ (Mido moved to the Italian (club)

‘Roma’).

Further, and contrary to the previous findings, 3= /ba’da/ as transitional helps
refer to temporal sequence; however, it does not answer a question about
/mata/ (when). Hence, we cannot generalize that 3=/ /ba’da/ as ANT answers such
a question as most grammarians say (Ibn Ya’ish, V. 2, p. 41; Ibn Jinni, 1985, p.
110; Ibn As-sarrdj, V. 1, pp. 190-206). This is one exception. To clarify, when i
/ba’da/ is used in transition, it has the status of supplement, element that is not
integrated into the structure of the sentence, as other transition words and/or
modifiers are. Consequently, it may be detached, i.e. set off from the rest of the
sentence (by punctuation, most often commas, in witting and by intonational
phrase boundaries in speaking). This linguistic phenomenon is called prosodic

detachment (Huddleston, R. & Pullum, G. K.2002, p. 577).

The semantic value and cohesive function of 2<//ba’da/ when is used in transition

is schematized in Figure 4.9 and Figure 4.10.

NEW G Gl iti/ha’da 0dlika / e O D

Figure 4.9 The semantic value and cohesive function of 2</ba’da/ in

introducing an action that is subsequent to another reference action

53



BA’DA AND QABLA IN ONLINE NEWS CHAPTER FOUR

ce to
Figure 4.10 The semantic value and cohesive function of 2</ba’da/ in

introducing an action that is subsequent to another reference action

B. Syntactic feature: 3<//ba’da/ in introducing an action that is subsequent to another
reference action is preceded by a sentence and followed by another sentence. For

example, in the mentioned concordance line:

| sentence | | sertence |

A NPT B o M " y [T ) L O T T ] 1 - o .
1078 51K iy o W)y "Lpy" oy B o sfe)) e o ) g W B de ) ]S

o

sentence

[ |
/dafa’athu li-llrahil "ila ‘Silta Vign’ a-lasbant ala sabil al-"T’ara. ba’da

sentence

[ |
dalika. intagal Mida "ila ‘Ruma’ al-italt/

k sentence

It pushed him to go to the Spanish (club) ‘Celta Vigo® on loanl. After
| Sentence |

that, Mido moved to the Italian (club) “Roma’)

As noted, 2= /ba’da/ here is always associates with two patterns. Figure 4.11 and
Figure 4.12 schematically summarize the syntactic feature of 3<7/ba’da/ when it is

used in transition.
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T — it 12’ (9] Cm— i
a sentence a sentence

Figure 4.11 The structure of 2« /ba’da/ in introducing an action

that is subsequent to another reference action

3’!,; ‘J’SQJ

S5 3 [ha’da 5alika/ u—
a sentence a sentence

Figure 4.12 The structure of i</ba’da/ in introducing an action

that is subsequent to another reference action

A salient observation is that 3= /ba’da/ collocates with the demonstrative pronoun
lls [dalika/ (that) (291 instances), and thus it is used here as a central adverbial
noun which occurs attributively: <5 <7 /ba’da dalika/. These two collocates

denote the meaning of “after that, then, subsequently, or later on”.

Notably, < i<i/ba’da dalika/ here may occupy the slot between the verb and the

subject of the verbal sentence mentioned directly before it, or after this subject.

What is interesting in this structure is that <5 i< /ba’da dalika/ can be excluded

from it without affecting the sentence, and thus they became a supplement.
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4.1.2 Findings and Discussion of Research Question 3:

1o /ba’da/ in this data set is used with word(s) denoting a range of figurative

meanings. Thus, this data set answers the third research question of the present study:
What are the idiomatic usages of 4ti/ba’da/ as reflected by analyzed body of data?

Analyzing concordance lines of i< /ba’da/ in OSAC corpus shows that the idiomatic
usage (1.7 %) comes to introduce metaphorical expressions. These idiomatic expressions
include: 1) expressing unmaterialized event that displays a present temporal relationship, 2)
expressing later time with lax, 3) expressing gradation or progression, and 4) end of an
event/episode and start of new one. These idiomatic expressions can be categorized into four
sets representing their semantic values and cohesive functions, as well as their syntactic

features, as follows:

SET ONE: Expressing unmaterialized event that displays a present temporal

relationship: (0.8 %)

Percentage of using 2«//ba’d/ in this data set in a way of calculation mentioned earlier
shows that this is the fourth-largest usage. Further, its usage here reveals that it introduces the

meaning of “yet”.

Order of sentence reveals that one action is implicitly mentioned and the other is not, and

thus it helps display that one event hasn't been performed up till now. As shown in Table 4.6.
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Table 4.6 Concordance lines of i=/ba’da/ in expressing unmaterialized event

that displays a present temporal relationship

5 602

5510

3,367

6,163

duisl o b gl J8 g da oy S gl o Sy ey o e il Jes 1081, Glo N s g Al

i Sy " Clygo @Y dnals Cud G o Ly by gl o 4 A U, e o Gl

Q) > " i) e A= e ey e g o L ol s gy D ek Jad Al

Spnd oy " Ly b i depdl i e oty bl G BB WY Ll cleggd e 8

A. Semantic value and cohesive function: instances of 2//ba’d/ in this data set reveal
that it is used to talk about agent that has not happened and is expected to take
place. Additionally, 2= /ba’d/ here shows that the agent could, might, etc. happen

in the future. For example, in concordance line # 5510 of BBC corpus:

- [e==rr] -

S50 id S, ale Gl @Y desls cad G .y by LB 4 I ke, g e ART

agent

fal-taslitm lam vabda™ ba’d/f

[ === |
(Delivery has not started vet)

That is, A%/ /al-taslTim/ (delivery) is the agent that has not happened up to the

present.

Again, 2= /ba’d/ here in this data set helps refer to present temporal relationship;
however, it does not answer a question about << /mata/ (when) for the same

reason stated in 2=/ba’d/ when it is used in transition (Section 4.2).
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B. Syntactic feature: 2« /ba’d/ in expressing unmaterialized event that displays a
present temporal relationship is used as independent adverbial noun preceded by a

negative verb in the present. As in the mentioned concordance line:

Indep. ANT|
- [res] [B=

5,510 pidl S, "ddp A ;‘—: - Y i sl Sy oy Wl P a Wy ke, ahye 5 S P &
—= - — - -

@ Bresert IndEcl AMNT
Jal-taslitm £ ; Da’d/
l@‘ ,m‘ Indeo. ANT

(Delivery has not started yet)

Importantly, =<7 /ba’d/ here always collocates with the negation particle //lam/
(447 instances) to denote the meaning of “[not] yet”. This finding conforms to the
literal meaning that Wehr (1967, p.66) gave to this idiomatic expression;
however, he did not illustrate its syntactic feature as well as its semantic value and

cohesive function.

A/ flam/ (not) and =<i/ba’d/ are considered a frame in this pattern. A frame is a
sequence, usually, three words in which the first and last are fixed but the middle
word is not (Hunston, 2002, p. 49). The verb occupying the slot between a//lam/
(not) and 2+ /ba’d/ mostly refers to initiate something, e.g. uu /yabda’u/ (start),
4 Jyasduru/ (issue), etc. The syntactic feature of 2<i/ba’d/ in this data set is

illustrated in Figure 4.13.

2t /ba’d/ Qe present § jini Jzi mmm—.//lam/ (nOt)

Figure 4.13 The structure of 2</ba’d/ in expressing unmaterialized event

that displays a present temporal relationship
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SET TWO: Expressing later time with lax: (0.3 %)

Percentage of using 2= /ba’d/ in expressing later time with lax in a way of calculation

mentioned earlier shows that this is the sixth-largest (bis) usage. Also, its usage here indicates

that it introduces the meaning of “later, afterwards”.

Order of sentence reveals that one action is explicitly mentioned and the other is not.

As illustrated in Table 4.7.

Table 4.7 Concordance lines of 3=/ba’da/ in expressing later time with lax

4| oy clle d fad o oo Gjae din, COE iy Ls Lele Col 3o ua B A 2 o0 i s
9] L e > " L) e all=" ) (4 La o B )i e 4 Ay d) Juk U
4709

Gigl g gyl Jld Kay ¥ 4 Ji g A Q0 g L i) G clld gl o W) ae e @Y LY el

. Semantic value and cohesive function: instances of 2« /ba’d/ in expressing later
time with lax explain that two actions/events come before 2« /ba’d/, the first one
is 1% in timing of events/actions, and the second one is 2™ in sequence of events.
In other words, 2« ba’d here means after an action/event that has already been

mentioned. For example, in concordance line # 4203 of BBC corpus:

4203 oy ocdle aglpoi LaSall o o cigls g, oo gl

1 2l ol 2 oW E fes
Al S5, ONE Saps

2
/thumma afrajat ‘an_humell fima ba d/

[ Z |
(and then she released them later)

That is, Lagic a4/ /afrajat ‘anhuma/ (she released them) is 2™ in sequence of

events, and whatever comes firstly is 1% in timing of events. This means that s
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Ligic /afrajat ‘anhuma/ (she released them) is subsequent to whatever comes

earlier.

The semantic value and cohesive function of 2z /ba’d/ in this data set is clarified

in Figure 4.14.

nce to

487 L [fima ba’ 0/ G ACtiON Qe Action/Event

Figure 4.14 The semantic value and cohesive function of 2</ba’d/

in expressing later time with lax

B. Syntactic feature: 2« /ba’d/ in expressing later time with lax always associates
with one pattern. That is, it is preceded by two sentences. The former uses a verb

in the past, as in the mentioned concordance line:

4 ML - ~11 - Mo B = 1= b e ma § o= - - I T N T
4203 oy clle W LaSal o e gla. i, ~—.,—J|1'-— L Ly O gl gl;__u-_- ail A ag el 5,0 ANE s

=] _
/thumma afrajat ‘anhuma fima ba’d/

(and then she relpea;tsed them later)

Again, 2= /ba’d/ collocates with the preposition 4 /fi/ (in) and its noun & /ma/
(that/this) (101 instances) and acts as a central adverbial noun which occurs
predicatively: 2« Las /fima ba’d/. This expression denotes the meaning of “later,
afterwards”. This finding conforms to the literal meaning that Wehr (1967, p.66)
gave to this idiomatic expression; yet, he did not explain its syntactic feature as

well as its semantic value and cohesive function.
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Figure 4.15 schematically represents this syntactic structure.

257 L [fima ba’ () G :
7 L /fima ba’d/ past tense a sentence

Figure 4.15 The structure of 2</ba’d/ in expressing later time with lax

Noticeably, 2« L /fima ba’d/ can be excluded from this structure without

affecting the sentence, and thus they became a supplement.

SET THREE: Expressing gradation or progression: (0.3 %0)

Percentage of using 3= /ba’da/ in expressing gradation or progression in a way of
calculation mentioned earlier reveals that this is the sixth-largest (bis) usage. Moreover, its

usage here reveals that it introduces the meaning of ‘gradually’.

Order of sentence shows that one action is developing gradually. As illustrated in

Table 4.8.

Table 4.8 Concordance lines of 3=/ba’da/ in expressing gradation or progression

il s sl @byl ol Lise ay iy Ly Jiag @l i) o)l b (UK g5 Y s

[

B3 e e b By ) LD LY el Lol oy o Ly 0 cly A¥ b VS st i) s

i g o g LS B Gl € g iy Loy £l gl o 00l 33 e D

A. Semantic value and cohesive function: instances of 3z /ba’da/ in expressing

gradation or progression reflect that one action is occurring or developing slowly
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or by small increments over a period of time. For example, in concordance line #

5658 of BBC corpus:
action
B G g G g LS i eyl Sl g s Loy claiiloiida g cdels oY Ldel dps
[ amon |
/tatasa’adu yvawman ba’da yawmin/
==en ]

(it increases gradually)

That is, 2cLai /tatasa’adu/ (it increases) is an action that is progressively

developing.

B. Syntactic feature: </ba’da/ in expressing gradation or progression is preceded by

a verb in the present:

5 55 s g 1l por ] 4 fndl Jdn % T LA I o oooield o e (] i
5058 Copes il Gie o LE Q80 Do Bl ap dy L el il o0 CelE Y Qe Jon KT

present

Jtatasa’adu yvavwman ba’d yawmin/

. [ Ere==mm ]
(it increases gradually)

Importantly, the key notice here is that 2= /ba’da/ collocates with L« /yawman/ (a
day) and -« /yawmin/ (day) to constitute: »+ 2% Liw /yawman ba’da yawmin/
which denotes the meaning of “gradually”. Yet, it is difficult to make sure of the
number of these collocates by WordSmith Tools. Figure 4.16 schematically

represents this syntactic structure.

a4 23 L gs[yawman ba’da yawmin/ e present tense g Jas i

Figure 4.16 The structure of 2</ba’da/ in expressing graduation or progression

Again, »« & L+ /[yawman ba’da yawmin/ (gradually) can be excluded from this

pattern without affecting the sentence, and thus they became a supplement.

SET FOUR: Expressing end of an event/episode and start off new one: (0.3 %)
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Percentage of using 3= //ba’da/ in expressing end of an event/episode and start off new
one in a way of calculation mentioned earlier shows that this is the sixth-largest (bis) usage.

Further, its usage here shows that it introduces the meaning of “finally”.
Order of sentence reveals that one action/state is resuming. As clarified in Table 4.9.

Table 4.9 Concordance lines of 2=//ba’da/ in expressing end of an event/episode and start off new one

B s il ol oo old i J sy gl ko Lo d J i byl g e 6

2293 'I;C.!_L._njl-_’ \'r,h!j.njl- j T J.JI-J,n \_'q!_.;.i'J _J!_L'.ﬁ'- JJ.': day \;J_MJ' _I;"l'ln". \_Jc Jjgjl_l '-fg"ln .;‘:J'.}j'. \_LJ' gima i e \;J_I'J.«d'

2765 ( aﬁ_mi;l smidl il sl ok lknl L y Al dlall 4k & sl -f.).-'.:.ij aly s Ll

28 CCIONN) - ( ssid 40 Y g e b ol a0 o L Bl Gy ) i

A. Semantic value and cohesive function: instances of 2</ba’da/ in expressing end of
an event/episode and start off new one show that an action happened after a long
time, especially when there has been some difficulty or delay. It also introduces
the end result of a succession, process or series of events. For example, in

concordance line # 6238 of CNN corpus:

6.236 CEICNN) — ( sedd L0 Syl bie b s o apf s o0 pmd Joodyi gl Gy day

action |

;"jl,ra’ﬁﬁdu li-dubay ba da tali ghtvabin/

acrion
(He finally Iremms to Duba{)

That is, =</ 352 /ya’titidu li-dubay/ (He returns to Dubai) is an action/state took

place after a long time of stopping.

B. Syntactic feature: 1= /ba’da/ in expressing end of an event/episode and start off

new one is preceded by a sentence, collocated with sk /tal/ (a long), and
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followed by either _tai/ [intidhar/ (waiting), «Le /ghiyab/ (absence), or &lai/
/'ingita’/ (discontinuity) to constitute: &adillic/ L d}é 2= which denotes the
meaning of “finally”. Yet, it is also difficult to make sure of the number of these
collocates by WordSmith Tools. The syntactic structure of </ /ba’da/ in this data

set is clarified in Figure 4.17.

s [intidharin/ (waiting)<-

OR
ke [ghiyabin/ (absence) « /L /t{]]/ u—3ii b2’ A2/ <G—S
OR (along)

¢ Léil / ingita’/ (discontinuity) <

Figure 4.17 The structure of 2</ba’da/ in expressing end of an event/episode

and start off new one

Again, &bt/ kil Jsb 3% foa’da tili “intidharin/ghiyabin/ ingita’in/ can be
also excluded from this pattern without affecting the sentence, and thus they

became a supplement.
4.2 diflqabla/

4.2.1 Findings and Discussion of Research Question 1 and 2:

Again, to help answer these research questions, the present study has employed and

extended Dowty’s (1979) and Hunston’s (2002, p. 46) techniques so as the meanings of b
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/gabla/ can be categorized into semantic sets and subsets (research question 1). The syntactic

feature of each subset is then presented (research question 2).

Repeatedly, to assist understand how strongly each set is represented in the analyzed
data, all sets are illustrated by their percentages calculated according to total number of times
they appeared in the researched sample (instances of L /qabla/ are 374 instances) versus
instances the target word appears in the semantic value and cohesive function being

described in each set.

4.2.1.1 diflgabla/ [Before]

Similar to < /ba’da/, analyzing concordance lines of i /gabla/ in OSAC corpus
reveals that the meaning “before’ comes to order events. The relationship of events includes:
one event being the effect/result of the other, one event precedes specific or unspecific

time/date/period, and ranking.

It is noted in this category that it does as the same as in the category of i /ba’da/
when it means “after” since both comes to order events. Also, both of them introduce the

same number of semantic values and cohesive functions, yet in the opposite way.

While the meaning of “after” in 3= /ba’da/ constitutes 83.7 %, the meaning of

“before” here in J&/qabla/ constitutes 62.7 %.

Similar to 2<i/ba’da/, this semantic meaning of cL#/qabla/ can be categorized into four
sets representing their semantic values and cohesive functions (research question 1) and

syntactic features (research question 2), as follows:

SET ONE: Presenting order of events that displays a cause and effect

relationship: (51.8 %)
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The way of calculating percentage of the usage size of the target word shows that k4
/gabla/ in presenting order of events that displays a cause and effect relationship is the most
frequent usage. It is worth mentioning that the representation of SET ONE of i< /ba’da/
when it means “after” constitutes 71 %. This means that the representation of SET ONE of

L /gabla/ here is smaller than its counterpart in 2<i/ba’da/.
Order of sentence reveals that resulting event is mentioned after event that caused or

led to it. As shown in Table 4.10.

Table 4.10 Concordance lines of c/gabla/ in presenting order of events that displays a cause

and effect relationship

1728 o J—'~JI é.}iﬁ-é'-‘ 3y Je ) sl .Ji’-US”' LJ APY Ji J"E 4 5.'}&—.‘*; s olasil Zna (i MEV R ﬂ'.?i*’j" g st Ji

B sl Sl ol o Ly W 0 L G 8 ] g e e G s e il gl G0 Gy

457 salia o \,_5_-.1-L_.ijl il oy Ou iy Ll J_,g J;jl & U i -;Ujl_le o le il sl g _-3.-,:,'.‘13‘

733 e sy W 1€ a0 Gl t.,_'}.,il Ay J,,g &l & Ll 2k il sgka L J]D Clayl

1926 s L,éjJ_L.,,j P sl Dhmata Lagd _Jg}‘.,jl Jg 1_%ij]7|~.,] wutdy il | Ol Lagd ;;Liljl L]de A

A. Semantic value and cohesive function: examples of c#/gabla/ in SET ONE that in
presenting order of events that displays a cause and effect relationship whatever
comes before i /gabla/ is 1% in timing of events; and whatever comes after it is
2" in sequence of events. In other words, event 1 is antecedent to event 2. For

example, in concordance line # 467 of BBC corpus:
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=1 1 |
alia g0 Al il guy ol oniflbn g ) g ke G D B Tt il

467

/tahatmat fi al-jati qabla hubttiha/

1 2
(ft (the plane) crashed in n:]_id—airI before its landing)

That is, s=J/ 4 k<5 ftahatmat fi al-jati/ (It (the plane) crashed in mid-air) is 1%
in timing of events, and &% +4 /hubatiha/ (its landing) is 2" in sequence of events.
This means that _s// 4 b /tahatmat f1 al-jatii/ (It (the plane) crashed in mid-

air) is antecedent to &% s /hubitiha/ (its landing).

Moreover, it is noted that <L /qabla/ in SET ONE answers a question about ;s

/mata/ (when). For example, in the mentioned concordanced instance:

answear when

4 ulr . geth . B e BNl = TR T Woer b - . |
G sali o ) el oy ool Ll J ) g cuade il o I i) a8 ), | gid

_flral_la'gmepr-hfqlf al—jaﬁi llabla anhsﬁ%ﬁtihalf

I when | answer

| |
(It (the plane) crashed in mid-air before its landing)

L4 [gabla/ answers this question: When did it crash? So, the answer would be:
before its landing. Similar to finding on 2« /ba’da/, this is consistent with Arab
grammarians’ viewpoint, e.g. Ibn Ya’ish (V. 2, p. 41), Ibn Jinn1 (1985, p. 110) and
Ibn As-sarraj (V. 1, pp. 190-206).

The semantic value and cohesive function of J#/gabla/ in this data set is presented

in the format illustrated in Figure 4.18.
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Effect/Result 4—4;435/qabla/ e CaUSe

Figure 4.18 The semantic value and cohesive function of c#/gabla/ in

presenting order of events that displays a cause and effect relationship

B. Syntactic feature: ci/gabla/ in SET ONE initiates an adverbial [dependent] clause.

As in the mentioned example:

dmdmll;ﬂause

LT solie oo Al oael ey ol cusd ALl 4 o) 0l Al o 0 R L wdy, s
& Sl 0 S Al ) Sy Cndgfenn OF ) um-lnm- O & R el s Al

Jtahatmat i al-jati gabla hubatihy/

dm_ﬂml clause

(It (the plane) crashed in mid-air ‘)efol'e its landinglj

Also, Ji# [gabla/ in SET ONE is always preceded by independent [main] clause

using either:

i. averb in the past: as in the instance mentioned above:

past

e . T | A ey El 2 1 s o | alh . W oo b . o P
e s R _l bys g ) 3 CulaifiU o B G opa iy, gl

467

past
/tahatmat fT al-jatii gabla hubttiha’

past
(It (the plane) crashel in mid-air before its landing)

ii. oraverb in the present: as in this concordanced instance:
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1783

P T I B e PR 1 .-“ £ F Bl Yh oy A 4, s
¢ SRR By GO g .‘-‘HJI..,"’JJ g RO R Ry et da (AR el SR Syl

trezent
/wa-yurrakibun “jhizatan fiha gqabla "an ya’udu "ila al-"ard/
ore:

(And they fix devices in it before they return to earth)

Similar to 4=7/ba’da/, Jé/qabla/ this set of data is not preceded by a verb in the
imperative which reflects narration, as when we say: LY Jii Sy el fghsil
yadaka gabla al-"kli/ (wash your hands before eating). This finding might be
influenced by the genre of the analyzed texts as in news that attempts to give
their readers an accurate, interesting, thorough accounts of events aiming to

persuade the reader, not give him/her orders (Mencher, 1989, p. 2).

Furthermore, J#/qabla/ in SET ONE is followed by one of three cases:

i. an explicit verbal noun which takes the 4=/ [‘idafa/ structure (annexation) by

annexing it to a noun or a suffixed personal pronoun. For example:

— VI
B sali el g gy gly il g D et A0 g i) o gt
W
/tahatmat f1 al-jatii gabla hubutiha/
[ v& ]

(It (the plane) crashed in mid-air before its landing)

ii. interpreted verbal noun illustrated by the infinitive particle J//'an/ and a verb in

the present. For example:

WVIN
<) PR T TR [ Py [ TN T, (D B PR T g B Ll cdadi SE3 dys o A
o A AR S e el Al (B Q0T o R O U M S RY cuall dada (Al Vadiar Spad Sg) el J

WIN

[ ¥~ 1
Swa-yurakkiba (yvurakkibn) "jhizatan fiha gabla "an va’udua “ila al-"ard/

(And they fix devices in it before they return to earth)
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In this case, < /gabla/ is used as a central adverbial noun which occurs
attributively: J/ J# /gabla “an/ (Hunston 2002, p. 43), or 3) a noun in definite or

indefinite case.

Similar to 2« /ba’da/, Hassanein and al-Warraqi (1994, pp. 74-79) commented in
the case of that an interpreted verbal noun follows i /gabla/ saying “When 4 is
preceded by a verb in the past, then it must be followed by an interpreted verbal
noun (J/an + past tense). Similarly, Ryding (2005) also added that if the situation
is in the past and has already taken place, & J$ /gabla “an/ is followed by a past
tense verb. But, these two statements are rigid and very general since there are
cases of L /qabla/ preceded by a verb in the past without any necessity to be

followed by J//'an/ + past tense. For example, s s o </l 4 ciab<iftahatmat fi

al-jatii gabla hubatiha/ (It (the plane) crashed in mid-air before its landing).

Also, there are other cases that contradict with Hassanein’s, al-Warraqi’s (1994,
pp. 74-79) and Ryding’s (2005) viewpoint. This case, could be accepted if it is
reversed it to be like this: When 4 /gabla/ is followed by an interpreted verbal
noun (J/"an + past tense), then it must be preceded by a verb in the past. Then, it
will be consistent with Hassanein’s and al-Warraqi’s point of view when they
stated “if ol J& is preceded by a perfect in the main clause, it (<L /gabla/) is also

followed by perfect” (Hassanein & al-Warraqi, 1994, p. 51).

Hassanein and al-Warragi (1994, p. 51) saw also that &/ J# /qabla ‘an/ is

subjunctive, yet examples here disagrees with their point of view.
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Similar to 2= /ba’da/, a salient finding here illustrated by WordSmith Tools is that
the infinitive particle J//*an/ used in this pattern is ranked number two amongst the

collocates of cL#/qabla/ (886 instances). This particle occupies the slot # 1 directly

after cLé/qablal.

iii. or a noun in definite or indefinite case. For example:

- 1noun

1926

CHAPTER FOUR

e 1. % 4.1 P T 1o . e KR 4w oy PR I 1 o4 0 kN N
UF Ly audly ol wlad s Lad o Sdid g8 Lafpiud pd; ——xl.,—*-—- gl Jlatipl Jay G

noun

/li-hashd tayid wasi® g-mubadaratihma gabla al-mii” tamar/

(To rally broad support for their initiative befo1

Figure 4.19 schematically represents this syntactic structure.

pul ) Cilas) 7o pa e

(%L.A:LA ’J...\A.AA Kl

An explicit VN (annexed to N

a noun or a suffixed personal
pronoun)

OR
(E,z.u:j,yroi) O 55 Haas .
An interpreted VN < pe— /19 (A1) 5 —

(J/ “an + past tense)

noun

I
‘e the conference)

g s Jad
[ present tense

OR

OR

Noun

Figure 4.19 The structure of J4/gabla/ in presenting or

| o0
past tense

der of events

that displays a cause and effect relationship
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SET TWO: Introducing unspecific time/period that displays a chronological

sequence: (8.8 %)

Percentage of using <L /gabla/ in introducing unspecific time/period that displays a
chronological sequence in a way of calculation mentioned earlier indicates that this is the
third-largest usage after SET ONE of L /gabla/ (Section 4.2.1.1) when it means “before”
(51.8 %) and SET ONE L /gabla/ (Section 4.2.1.2) when it means “ago” (15.9 %). It is
noted that the representation of SET TWO of 3= /ba’da/ when it means “after” constitutes
11.8 %. This means that the representation of SET TWO of /qabla/ here is smaller than its

counterpart in 2= /ba’da/.
Similar to 3= /ba’da/, order of sentence reveals that action is mentioned before

unspecific time/period. As shown in Table 4.11.

Table 4.11 Concordance lines of c#/gabla/ in introducing unspecific

time/period that displays a chronological sequence

E L R e R T T . WL T Py A T e P R
L P P P O 0 PN P PR S G P (PR ST A PR B PRI

292) A @34 & o) wlel g8 Culal g el J8 diagdy Gass gu b Jlad ge cled ) gl e

| - . I =s o= T n e - " = ce e
1,504 erl_)_ri'}". ._,'ﬁ _,'I' f_jﬂ idr \_l!__|!_.\‘ﬂ|. ) :#!___‘_ul J_.ﬁ Al \"__TI_-_I A‘Tln_’i:‘_ﬂ Cilgasdl = JJH.}”. ehal 1 ;'# _I!EFII; |

623

whal

ool G Joid a4l 8 o 0S5 bjail g Gl g8 o g Ll LY D LG ) e e Bl of oudle

A. Semantic value and cohesive function: examples of ci/gabla/ in SET TWO show
that in introducing unspecific time/period that displays a chronological sequence

whatever comes before Ji#/qabla/ is 1% in timing of actions; and whatever comes
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after (i /gabla/ is 2™ in sequence of events. It is also noted that event 2 represents
unspecific duration (length of time). For example, in concordance line # 1504 of

BBC corpus:

— | 2 | | i i -
r ol men . T B el etd . 5 e s a4 0 (R | i AT =t PR I
1,504 ‘_;ali_‘ﬁl _'_;i,‘ o fJJ Lo sl o i ._ui il - 4,._.5.;.. P L ¥l alaaild - n_.sf_:u]

1 . I ! .2 . .
/ya 11 dalika gabla "asabi’ min “intikhabatin “amatin/

1 | 2 |
(This comes weeks before a general elections)

That is, <5 L /ya'ti dalika/ (This comes) is 1% in timing of actions, and < slad
4ale il ' asabl’ min “intikhabatin ‘amatin/ (weeks. ... a general election) is 2™
in sequence of events. This means that & @b /ya'tt oalika/ (This comes) is
antecedent to 4sle CLl<i/ e g—ulw/ [*asabi’ min ‘intikhabatin ‘amatin/ (weeks.... a

general election).

It is worth noting that <L /gabla/ in introducing unspecific time/period answers a
question about i /mata/ (when) when the question is about the time, and initiates
a question of 5 L /qabla kam/ (before how long) when the answer is about the

duration. For example, in the mentioned concordance line:

| Anowe | when
v a Al -

1,504 sal sl o5 o ] '.I Ade cdlls®l o ool Gl S 3 e Sl il PRI ety [ EE g T T sl

when || | answer i i |
/ya i1 dalika gqabla "asabil’ min ~intikhabatin ‘amatin/
| we hien | | R — |

(This comes weeks before a general elections)

So, if we ask about time, the question would be: When did this come? Therefore,

the answer would be: weeks before a general election. Again, this conforms to all
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Arab grammarians’ viewpoint, e.g. Ibn Ya’ish (V. 2, p. 41), Ibn Jinn1t (1985, p.
110) and Ibn As-sarraj (V. 1, pp. 190-206).

But:

answer

a t1 dalika gabla "asab1’in min “intikhabatin “amatin/

before how mal

(This come l\xa:csgﬁé before a general elections)

if we ask about duration, the question would be: Before how long of this did the
general elections come? Thus, the answer would be: weeks.
The schemata of the semantic value and cohesive function of c#/gabla/ in this data

set can be represented diagrammatically as in Figure 4.20.

~ N\

Unspecified Duration d-if/qabla/ e A\ Ction

Figure 4.20 The semantic value and cohesive function of c/gabla/ in

introducing unspecific time/period that displays a chronological sequence

B. Syntactic feature: cif/gabla/ in introducing unspecific time/period that displays a
chronological sequence also initiates an adverbial [dependent] clause. As in the

mentioned example:

dependent clause |

1504 Ga Y 0% o dsflde S ga apld g S B el clasd ooy il i i)

dependent clause Jl/
/ya't1 dalika qabla "asab1l’ min "intikhabatin ‘amafti
| dependent clause

(This comes weeks before a general elections)
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Also, Jé/gabla/ in SET TWO is always preceded by an independent [main] clause

using either:

i. a verb in the present: as in the concordance line mentioned above:

prese|

1504 AN o o dsfle sl g gl g8 L P ) g G i il Gy

[orese]
/ya t1 dalika qabla "asabi’ min “intikhabatin ‘amatin/

esent
(This comes weeks before a general elections)

ii. or a verb in the past:

past|
T I T VI T T R I T I T T £ e o . . | A
10 L ey B S Sl e _,_;A.;I.:_J',n. e A iy ki P Ly U P J(.J o T IVTRME R SE Y

[ past]
/kanat sa'ida qabla "ayamin min al-mubaraa/

past
(it was widespread days before the game)

Similar to 3<i/ba’da/, L /qabla/ this set of data is not preceded by a verb in the
imperative for the same reason mentioned in SET ONE of (L /qabla/ when it

means “after”.

Besides, the noun that comes after <4 /gabla/ always constitutes an unidentified
number, as in the just mentioned concordance line:

un'u:l;rrti

153 A plally SR e Jol G F A -J-'“.JI-*)#‘- Jaad g8 AN L3 l— elpdl Jaodal dagl Gy oy O e P

[Gridentiied |
/kanat sa"ida gabla "ayamin min al-mubaraa/

un'ldea

(it was widespread days before the game)

The syntactic structure of cLé/gabla/ in this data set is illustrated in Figure 4.21.
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el
past tense
Unidentifi;d Number<_ff="’/qabla/<— OR
g it (2
present tense

Figure 4.21 The structure of J#/gabla/ in introducing unspecific time/period

that displays a chronological sequence

A salient observation here is that the indef. noun directly after cLé/gabla/ is always
a period of time, i.e. minutes, hours, days, or weeks.

Another salient observation here evidenced by WordSmith Tools is that the
preposition <« /min/ (of) used in this structure is ranked number three amongst
collocates of L4 /qabla/ (about 607 instances). This preposition occupies slot # 2
or slot # 3 directly after cLi#/qabla/.

It is noted here that a verb in the past before cL#/qabla/ can be used without using
a verbal noun (J/ an + past tense) after it. This finding disagrees, again, with
Hassanein's and al-Warraqi's (1994, pp. 74-79) viewpoint and Ryding’s (2005)

statement mentioned earlier.

SET THREE: Introducing a specific time/date that displays a chronological
sequence: (1.6 %)
Percentage of using L /gabla/ in introducing specific time/date that displays a

chronological sequence in a way of calculation mentioned earlier points out that this is the

seventh-largest usage.
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It is noted that the representation of SET THREE of iz//ba’da/ when it means “after”

constitutes 0.3 %. This means that the representation of SET THREE of i /qabla/ here is

greater than its counterpart in i=/ba’da/.

Similar to 3= /ba’da/, order of sentence reveals that action is mentioned before

specific time/date. As illustrated in Table 4.12.

Table 4.12 Concordance lines of c#/qgabla/ in introducing a specific

time/date that displays a chronological sequence

733

336

1861

Clubad o plaal @i gpe 1952010, Ao g8 il Gy £l il o Gl 570 e Jalsl

f__\'|_|I P_}___Lu! \Jj ﬁm)’l 'SJ]LJ'jI Jl JS\___l _).l:n&ljl e J:]i 5#‘,‘]"[ lel}‘fl Uz o gl \Jj \;HTJ el Jl = ‘__\]__l-l

dhiag Kay 3gi Lfuc,y alu g€ G0152005 G g8 gl o Wil g g " i g oSd wi¥l Ll

A. Semantic value and cohesive function: instances of i /gabla/ in this data set

illustrate that whatever comes before i /qabla/ is 1% in timing of actions; and
whatever comes after cLé/gabla/ is 2" in sequence of events. It is also noted that
event 2 represents an exact date/time. For example, in concordance line # 1861 of

BBC corpus:

[

] - .zl.l..t.i:-
W8T diay K i ey ook S ,..:'-'12005 o gd il o bl SRl 3% Juid e A0 w)

| 1 | 2

/kina si’idan ‘ali libnan qabla ‘ami 2005/

I t I 2
(It was prevailed on Lebanon before 2005)

That is, ol e /3its S8 [kana sa'idan ‘ala libnan/ (It was prevailed on Lebanon) is
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1% in timing of actions, 2005 sl /‘ami 2005/ (2005) is 2" in sequence of events.
This means that JLy e /3L SIS [kana sa'idan ‘ala libnan/ (It was prevailed on

Lebanon) is antecedent to 2005 »le /*ami 2005/ (2005).

Again, i /gabla/ in introducing a specific time/date that displays a chronological
sequence answers a question about i /mata/ (when). For instance in the

mentioned concordance line:

answer | | when

1,861 diiay _,&a_l Unl_ I,_)f\-lﬁjl il !5 J|12005 e Jﬂ |_| JD Il |5|\;.-ﬂ‘[ j_,,i'j'.” J'm.J' B ool J!__:,__,

| when answer

|
/kana sa'idan ‘ala libnan gabla ‘ami 2005/

when answer

(It was prevailed on Lebanon before 2005)

So, the question in such a case would be: When was it prevailed on Lebanon?
Therefore, the answer would be: before 2005. Repeatedly, this fits for Arab
grammarians’ view, e.g. Ibn Ya’ish (V. 2, p. 41), Ibn Jinni (1985, p. 110) and Ibn

As-sarraj (V. 1, pp. 190-206).

The semantic value and cohesive function of cl#/gabla/ in this data set is clarified

in Figure 4.22.

< N\

Specified Date/Time <G—ctf/(abla/ se— Action/Event

Figure 4.22 The semantic value and cohesive function of c#/gabla/ in

introducing a specific time/date that displays a chronological sequence
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B. Syntactic feature: <& /gabla/ in introducing a specific time/date that displays a
chronological sequence also initiates an adverbial [dependent] clause. For

example in the mentioned concordance line:

dependent clause

1,861 oy Kay gl ey Dl € $jllggg5 Ao J.ﬂ _-‘.1-;_.1 ;‘5 Il ‘-"]Slﬂ l,ﬁﬁl“ lagiad TR SXy I

dependent clause

/kana sa'‘idan ‘ala libnan gabla ‘ami 2005/
dependent clause
(It was prevailed on Lebanon before 2005)

Furthermore, it is always preceded by an independent [main] clause using either:

i. a verb in the past: as in the concordance line mentioned above:

past

1,861 oy Kay gl ey Dl € ‘53112005 Ao J.ﬂ _-‘.1-;_.1 ;‘5 Il 31_<,I$31 l,ﬁﬁl“ lagiad TR SXy I

past

/kana sa‘idan ‘ala libnan gabla ‘ami 2005/

past

(It was prevailed on Lebanon before 2005)
ii. or a verbal noun:

- . VN - - =
316 ‘__\'|_|I a-lu'! \ﬁ ﬁm‘j‘l EJ]j.JLil Jl JS\_-I I}mjl s J:é '5‘#‘,‘)’[ ‘:lpl}\;l A X | J]Jnl \ﬁ \-‘;ﬂ; i _,'l (& i <__\'|__|I

]

/tas’1d al-"igra‘ati al-'amnya qabla ‘1di al-fitr/

VN
(Escalating security procedures before Eid al-Fitr)

Besides, the noun that comes after ci#/qabla/ is a noun defined by the annexation:
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4 annexat . -

A sl Sy L e gAY delel) aa] JU 5 Tl g g e A

annexation

/tas’1d al-"igra‘ati al- amnya gabla ‘idi al-fitr/

(Escalating security procedures before Eid al-Fitr)

Once again, and similar to 2« /ba’da/, the example stated here disagrees with
Hassanein's and al-Warraqi's (1994, pp. 74-79) viewpoint and Ryding’s (2005)

statement mentioned earlier.

The syntactic structure of cLé/gabla/ in this data set is shown in Figure 4.23.

past tense (=l Jad
LY ol 56 4 2 1) o LiF /(D) OR
Definite noun by annexation
verbal noun Hilax

Figure 4.23 The structure of ci4/gabla/ in introducing specific time/date
that displays a chronological sequence

A salient observation also here is that »lc /*am/ (year) usually occupies the slot of
the Def. noun directly after L /qabla/. Thus, they make this collocate: sk &

(before the year of) (75 instances).
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SET FOUR: Expressing order or rank/hierarchy that displays a spatial

sequence: (0.5 %)

Percentage of using L /gabla/ in expressing order or rank/hierarchy that displays a
spatial sequence in a way of calculation mentioned earlier demonstrates that this is the ninth-

largest (bis) usage.

It is noted that the representation of SET FOUR of i /ba’da/ when it means “after”
constitutes 0.6 %. This means that the representation of SET FOUR of L /qabla/ here is

smaller than its counterpart in i< /ba’da/.

Contrary to 2= /ba’da/, order of sentence reveals that higher rank is mentioned before

lower rank. As illustrated in Table 4.13.

Table 4.13 Concordance lines of c#/qabla/ in expressing order or

rank/hierarchy that displays a spatial sequence

W g a3 S e 8 Lula L 8 Gpd il o i SO0 s lal s content ="
B Lo i L ol g8 olidly o il The Book of Ei" " g8 weldd K0 4 sjud e ol 80 culed (D Toy Story 2"

B S Wi 1973 o dala) dlaa oy s s o i g g J Cooe b id 3 L " 1 L U

A. Semantic value and cohesive function: occurrences of i /gabla/ in SET FOUR
show that whatever comes before it is 1% in sequence of spatial placement; and
whatever comes after it is 2" in sequence of rank/hierarchy. It is also noted that
both 1 and 2 represent a place or space. For instance, in concordance line # 1344
of BBC corpus:
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2 1
W gl Sl e Lna] U g it diullg) da OB 4psl )5 content="

[ [ 2]

['isra'1l ta’rifu gabla Strya/

(Is;ael knows before Syrzia)
That is, s/ [isra‘1l/ (Israel) is 1% in sequence of spatial placement, and L) s
/Suryal (Syria) is 2" in sequence of rank/hierarchy. This means that L/
lisra'1l/ (Israel) is antecedent to L)s+ /Sirya/ (Syria). Again, this finding
contradicts with what has been stated by Lahlali (2009, p. 4) when he generalized
the semantic value of cL/qabla/ stating “the use of J# indicates that there are two
actions; one is accomplished before the beginning of the other” without putting
any exceptions. It is better to modify such a general and strict statement by

saying: the temporal use of 4 /gabla/ indicates that there are two actions or

events; one is accomplished before the beginning of the other.

The semantic value and cohesive function of (L /gabla/ in this data set is

expressed in Figure 4.24.

Place <— (i /abh|a/ e—Place

Figure 4.24 The semantic value and cohesive function of i#/gabla/ in

expressing order or rank/hierarchy that displays a spatial sequence
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B. Syntactic feature: cLé/gabla/ in expressing order or rank/hierarchy that displays a

spatial sequence also initiates a phrase. For example in the mentioned

concordance line:

phirsms.
134 ol el 3 oW Yo g LidnlUyw 8 awl ddudl i S0 da fad g ="
Mg gl O Yo g Uil Ji apd dd Y di S0 de s ujscontent =

phrase . clauss
lisra'1l ta'rifu qabla Strya’
phrass . clauss

(Israel knows before Svria)

Also, it is always preceded by an independent [main] clause using either:

i. averb in the present:

T ¥ ide 1 Lidellivee 0@ o3t Wodld da €8 i 120 u =1
1 i el & e +,~:=-|~4,!- i Jidld SA B jab scontent=

press

p'\ssert
[isra'1l 'ta’rifu gabla Sarval
prasant

{Israel knows before Svria)

ii. oraverb in the past:

past
K0T e &) e iy O i &5 8l ) Cua

e TN N T ] ‘
4% i ' i ( i i kol
e s il Aok pdy el el

/sa’adat 'il3 al-qamar qabla nil "armistr ing/
past

{She went to the moon before Neil Ammstrong)

Repeatedly, and similar to 3=/ /ba’da/, this finding disagrees with Hassanein's and

al-Warraqt's (1994, pp. 74-79) viewpoint and Ryding’s (2005) statement

mentioned earlier.
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Further, it is followed by a proper noun:

fR—

¢ % " . @ i o " ’ & ¢ =0 o ‘W 1 é
AR ey T i . A g L 1 o O i iy o
[ e fal o oy :.__.._I!.-J_,—u\_,._.#_,u ;-HI-—' fady ',' S ) e Sy

| Proger nown |
/sa’adat 'il3 al-gamar qabla N1 "armistr ing/

Proper noun

(She went to the moon before Neil Armstrong)
The syntactic feature of c/gabla/ in this data set is illustrated in Figure 4.25.

present tense ¢ _jlas Jaé

Proper noun<_ #/qablaj OR

past tense (=l Jad

Figure 4.25 The structure of c#/qabla/ in expressing order or rank/hierarchy

that displays a spatial sequence

4.2.1.2 diélqabla/ [Ago]

SET ONE: Introducing a specific time/period: (15.9 %)

Percentage of using <& /gabla/ in introducing specific time/period in a way of

calculation mentioned earlier indicates that this is the second-largest usage.

Order of sentence reveals that action/event is mentioned before a specific time/period.

As shown in Table 4.14.
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Table 4.14 Concordance lines of ci4/gabla/ in introducing a specific time/period

1,769

o

1483

Ugls Uine Joy cul€ gl gl 3 Lle2b i gaihub golus abial by ns T o 48 Cay
Al @53 cled gajle G dghie e O g8 MY S, Ay D g1 gagy el ynd A

shoa f Laf L, Qs clipn gl oo S g Agle K papd 8 g8 LS g Kl o g oy

A. Semantic value and cohesive function: examples of L /gabla/ in this data set

show that in introducing a specific time/period whatever comes before Lé/qabla/
is 1% in timing of actions/events; and whatever comes after & /gabla/ is 2" in
sequence of events. It is also noted that event 2 represents a specific duration

(length of time). For example, in concordance line # 1483 of BBC corpus:

. : s . ) | . | - 1 | s s
VB e o) Ll 1l s g gildl o o g Lela 3K L}zu,jlj A8 WS Kl oo

| 1 I 2 I
/ta’arrada li-saktatin dimaghiyyatin gabla ‘iqdin min al-zamani/

I 1 [ T2 ]
(He suffered an apoplexy a decade ago)

That is, 4iclas 484 Jo 5 /ta’arrada li-saktatin dimaghiyyatin/ (He suffered an
apoplexy) is 1% in timing of actions/events, and u"_)-” Cre e /‘iqdin min al-zamani/
(a decade) is 2" in sequence of events. This means that 4&le 4Kil Jxjei
/ta’arrada li-saktatin dimaghiyyatin/ (He suffered an apoplexy) is antecedent to -é=

il e /iqdin min al-zamani/ (a decade).
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It is noteworthy that L4 /gabla/ in introducing a specific time/period answers a
question about - /mata/ (when) when the question is about the time, and initiates
a question of 5 L /qabla kam/ (before how long) when the answer is about the

duration. For example, in the mentioned concordance line:

148) s g Laf lﬁjJ dugks Cliges |Ja_ﬂtda£dﬁub,.¢dﬁ_},_.|l, 48 LS ng_Jl b g oy
when answer

/ta arrada li-saktatin dlmaghlyyatln qabla ‘iqdin min al- Zamanll

when | answer |

(He suffered an apoplexy a decade ago)

So, if we ask about time, the question would be: When did he suffer an apoplexy?

Therefore, the answer would be: a decade ago.

But:
. [ answer | . [ befare howlong | - -
1483 s l] |I l‘}i]_ll‘} "._.‘US: ]IJ”IJJJIJJBQM"‘-BL“*—““JJQ}I ]S L& ‘;_)S...Jl la i .'I]_..:I

) before how long answer

. |
ta’arrada li-saktatin dimaghiyyatin qabla ‘igdin min al-zamani/

before how long answer
kHe suffered an apoplexy g decadL ago)

if we ask about duration, the question would be: Before how long did he suffer an
apoplexy? Thus, the answer would be: a decade.
The schemata of the semantic value and cohesive function of c/gabla/ in this data

set can be represented diagrammatically as in Figure 4.26.
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Specified Duration G cé/qabla/ Action

Figure 4.26 The semantic value and cohesive function of J/gabla/

in introducing a specific time/period

B. Syntactic feature: cif/qabla/ in introducing a specific time/period also initiates an

adverbial [dependent] clause. As in the mentioned example:

.| dependent clause -

48 e o Laf 18, Gefs cligal ol o o 8 el 28 papd]s g8 LS g K b ge Juy

dependent clause

: | |
/ta’arrada li-saktatin dimaghiyyatin gabla ‘igdin min al-zamani/

(He suffered an apoplexy a decade ago)

Also, 4 /gabla/ in this data set is always preceded by an independent [main]

clause using a verb in the past:

= J - : - past . . .
1,483 iaa __‘I;l 1.___,:,:" l_,]-_q_, d.:'n_é; _1_'_9;.1[_}«‘_)11 Ja &0 J..ﬂ -’.='IC-1-_a_‘ Py LFU'—'IB J.S L& c\:?_}S_____]l l e i.‘-‘ﬂ"-'-l

past
/ta’arrad; li-saktatin dimaghtyyatin qabla ‘iqdin min al-zamani/

past

(He suffered an apoplexy a decade ago)
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Besides, the noun that comes after i /gabla/ always constitutes an identified

number, as in the just mentioned concordance line:

wnidenti
L~ I

1483)  giee o Laf 1M BasSa Sligma [ gad oo S0 g3 Rl K o] S LS gD sb g S

usnidheniti|

/ta’arrada li-saktatin dimaghiyvyatin qabla ‘igdin min al-zamani/

denthied

(He suffered an apoplexy a decade ago)

The syntactic structure of J/gabla/ in this data set is illustrated in Figure 4.27.

JJA.A e

An identified Number e 5/ | o/ D2t teNSE ale (a3

Figure 4.27 The structure of Jé/gabla/ in introducing a specific time/period

SET TWO: Introducing unspecific duration: (8.4 %)

Percentage of using i /gabla/ in introducing specific time/period in a way of

calculation mentioned earlier indicates that this is the fourth-largest usage.
Order of sentence reveals that action/event is mentioned before unspecific duration.

As shown in Table 4.15.

Table 4.15 Concordance lines of ci#/gabla/ in introducing unspecific duration

324\.! ﬂ'j.l"'w |¢|P\|y1£}#ﬁuﬁ#§_ﬁ-ﬁl ;wsu..jll, ijﬂl ,':'le"’-?ljej!ﬂl_,ﬁllﬂ‘
B i Gl Ll i e fad s el S8 Ly A Ll o] S 8 e el )
1,193 __}alljlfsnr'o}s:jl ,.\)'.C-‘}‘l {_li]-ﬂ!,} JlﬂJ .-P]T!l 5_\5# h}'_ajll;h)léj raml ‘._E'-l-_}u.]l .i‘_lJ_ﬂJn J:UL.L J_ll\_]"J
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A. Semantic value and cohesive function: examples of cL/gabla/ in SET TWO show
that in introducing unspecific duration whatever comes before i /qabla/ is 1% in
timing of actions/events; and whatever comes after c#/qabla/ is 2™ in sequence of
events. It is also noted that event 2 shows unspecific duration (length of time). For

example, in concordance line # 232 of BBC corpus:

1

2
.,-“——11 ;-n-_- a-n:l-- -;A- o :,.‘. . Y _",I;._‘._ J." £ K -.4.'}' i'J-_ ,_;':..." UA;,-' __,ij _E-L{a.d-l ?' ‘;_,.a... ‘;
- —

23

f akkada gabla sa’atin/
L= 1
d—_[e assferte& (Barack Obama) hours ago)

That is, &/ akkada/ (He asserted) is 1% in timing of actions, and <£L% [sa’atin/
(hours) is 2" in sequence of events. This means that 3/ akkada/ (He asserted) is

antecedent to <lela/sa’atin/ (hours).

Again, di/gabla/ in introducing unspecific duration answers a question about &<
/mata/ (when) when the question is about the time, and initiates a question of AS (L
/gabla kam/ (before how long) when the answer is about the duration. For

example, in the mentioned concordance line:

answer whq

i

[ a1t g lally ol s 220 s el g S Uy A Sl o) s Alad L gl A
IW' answer
["akkada gabla sa’atin/

when answer
(He asserted (Barack Obama) hours ago)

So, if we ask about time, the question would be: When did he assert? Therefore,

the answer would be: hours ago.
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But:
answel before how long
B it hmy Llilly il sl s J'I Aol J‘- Ss Uy ) S i 35 . MS‘MJ‘ o gnla

/ gablasa’atin/

before how long aower

(He asserted (Barack Obama) hours ago)

iIf we ask about duration, the question would be: Before how long did he assert?
Thus, the answer would be: hours.
The schemata of the semantic value and cohesive function of ci#/gabla/ in this data

set can be represented diagrammatically as in Figure 4.28.

Unspecified Duration < c4/(abla/ s Action

Figure 4.28 The semantic value and cohesive function of cLé/qabla/

in introducing unspecific duration

B. Syntactic feature: <L /gabla/ in introducing unspecific duration also initiates an
adverbial [dependent] clause. As in the mentioned example:

dependent clause

L] o Ll ) s g 5 |l 64 g e 51 o) Sy Aad L e

/"akkada qabla sa’atin/

dependent clause

(He asserted (Barack Obama) hours ago)
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Also, 4 /gabla/ in this data set is always preceded by an independent [main]

clause using a verb in the past:

e A

} akkada qgabla s3’atin/

(He asserted (Barack Obama) hours ago)

-

Besides, the noun that comes after cLé /qabla/ always constitutes an unidentified

number, as in the just mentioned concordance line:

2

|’_A'_11 '\——rlﬂn--ﬂ'-ﬁ;-l—‘ly'm:—:--ﬂ ol

-

["akkada qabla s3’atin/

unident

(He asserted (Barack Obama) hours ago)

The syntactic structure of J/gabla/ in this data set is illustrated in Figure 4.29.

,,,,,

ast tense Lale (i
Unidentified Number<_ ki [clab| o/ <mm— L

Figure 4.29 The structure of cié/gabla/ in introducing unspecific duration

4.2.2 Findings and Discussion of Research Question 3:

i [qabla/ in this set is used with word(s) denoting a range of figurative meanings.

Thus, this data set answers the third research question of this study:

What are the idiomatic usages of cié/qabla/ as reflected by analyzed body of data?

Analyzing concordance lines of #/gabla/ in OSAC corpus shows that the idiomatic

usage (9.7 %) comes to introduce metaphorical expressions. These idiomatic expressions

91



BA’DA AND QABLA IN ONLINE NEWS CHAPTER FOUR

includes: 1) expressing unspecified earlier time, 2) introducing a dependent action that has
not happened yet, 3) expressing the second element in a comparison, 4) expressing a

condition that has the first priority, and 5) expressing urgency.

It is noted that the representation of the idiomatic usages of 2« /ba’da/ constitutes
1.7%. This means that the representation of idiomatic usages of L /qabla/ here is greater

than their counterparts in < /ba’da/.

The idiomatic expressions of cLé/gabla/ can be categorized into five sets representing

their semantic values and cohesion function, and their syntactic features, as follows:

SET ONE: Expressing unspecified earlier time: (4.2 %)

Percentage of using & /gabl/ in expressing unspecified earlier time in a way of
calculation mentioned earlier shows that this is the fifth-largest usage. Further, its usage here

reveals that it introduces the meaning of “previously”.

Order of sentence reveals that one action is implicitly mentioned and the other is not.

As shown in Table 4.16.

Table 4.16 Concordance lines of ci4/qabla/ in expressing unspecified earlier time

2640 oyl J]D Lda i -f.;.-:le Sl S e -JljJ J_,g ga olE culdl LS a,;,jh}njl .w,]l i T .HiJ "

2608 iyl s by Gl oy el ) b gB e e L0 o Ll plad 5 s cus

2129 o A8 Jon sl ged o oLl ey "JE wml o4 A Bl Jghall daes dlay Lo Sudl” ol

S we e g8y guil 50 islR800 s ,_L,-]ﬁ ~J:‘9 oo A8l dapy il \,..—']l ¢ 5dU Ay elayl e ,-;isﬂll
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A. Semantic value and cohesive function: instances of J# /gabl/ in expressing
unspecified earlier time explain that two actions/events come before L/qabl/, the
first one is 2™ in timing of actions/events, and the second one is 1% in sequence of
actions/events. In other words, L4 /qabl/ here means before an action/event that
has already and implicitly been mentioned. For example, in concordance line #

2705 of BBC corpus:

; 1 | 2
2705 2 ge Ty ol Gu0 AISB00 o lodd oe AL A, S ﬂ,.-"" cally gy aclay Ga e

[ L 1
/kanat wadT atun “amrikiyvatun min qabl/

1
(It was an American deposit previously)

That is, 4—!—<u~/ dew; <iS /kanat wadPatun “amrikiyatun/ (It was an American
deposit) is 1% in timing of events, and whatever implicitly comes first is 2" in
sequence of actions/events. This means that 4 s/ 405 <iS /kanat wadratun
‘amrikiy atun/ (It was an American deposit) is antecedent to whatever comes

earlier.

It is noted that L#/gabl/ helps express unspecific earlier time; however, it does not
answer a question about s /mata/ (when). That is, <& /gabla/ only tails to the
sentence. In this case, it has the status of being a supplement, element that is not
integrated into the structure of the sentence. Accordingly, it may be detached, i.e.
omit from the rest of the sentence. This linguistic phenomenon is called prosodic

detachment (Huddleston, R. & Pullum, G. K.2002, p. 577).

The semantic value and cohesive function of & /gabl/ in this data set is clarified
in Figure 4.30.
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m

i e IMin qab |/ ee— ACtION e— Action

Figure 4.30 The semantic value and cohesive function of L/gabl/

in expressing unspecific earlier time

B. Syntactic feature: JL4/qabl/ in expressing unspecific earlier time always associates
with one pattern. That is, it is preceded by two sentences. The latter uses a verb in

the past, as in the mentioned concordance line:

pas
o i ol 55 RSB00 = el ou 0 Ay ]S W o la) o D

past
/kanat wadT’atun "amrikiyvatun min qabl/
past

(It was an American deposit previously)

2,705

The syntactic structure of Lé/qabl/ in this data set is illustrated in Figure 4.31.

. el ~
K e [MIN ab |/ G past tense a sentence

Figure 4.31 The structure of J/gabl/ in expressing unspecific earlier time

A salient observation here evidenced by WordSmith Tools is that the preposition
<= Imin/ used in this structure is ranked number one amongst collocates with (&

/gabl/ (about 1585 instances).
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Besides, we can consider the phrase of &« /min gabl/ as an elliptic one since it
Is interpreted that there is a noun after it giving the meaning of the demonstrative

pronoun <5 /dalika/ (that) which anaphorically refers to the earlier tense.

L4 /gabl/ here collocates with &« /min/ which qualifies it to be a central adverbial
noun that occurs predicatively: &4 s /min gabl/. Detectively, excluding this
collocates from the affirmative verbal sentence does not affect the sentence, and

thus they became a supplement.

SET TWO: Introducing a dependent action that has not happened yet: (3.9 %)

Percentage of using < /gabla/ in introducing a dependent action that has not
happened yet in a way of calculation mentioned earlier reveals that this is the sixth-largest

usage. Further, its usage here reveals that it introduces the meaning of “unless”.

Order of sentence shows that condition comes after result. As presented in Table 4.17.

Table 4.17 Concordance lines of c#/gabla/ in introducing a dependent action

that has not happened yet

933 R "'.’.'. il _‘.‘.7.‘._)}. Jig Sl ,_r"!"u,'" A Ll i o _j:.g il gl il ‘_J. P !_3_'.!_. 5;1;15 dall il clip e

W] die o gl 866 U S, o Jad 0 ot g g8 oy b gl s s i gl ' Ll il g Ul

%L M el G o 8 O e gl s s g T e g Ly

S - h g
A gyt gl 7 sl

A. Semantic value and cohesive function: instances of L /gabla/ in introducing a

dependent action that has not happened yet show that whatever comes before it is

95



BA’DA AND QABLA IN ONLINE NEWS CHAPTER FOUR

2" in sequence of actions (reactions), and whatever comes after it is 1% in timing
of actions. Meanwhile, 1% action (condition) is subjunctive to 2" action

(reaction). For example, in concordance line # 933 of BBC corpus:

1 | 2
920 ) o) iy SO JILEN Ui i ) Clafd s ) 250 ]l 2 AL sy

2 | 1
/lan ta’ada ila ma'idati al-mufawadati gabla "an yatawagafa al-nashatu al-istitaniu/

I 2 N I I T I
(It will not return to the negotiating table unless the settlement activity stops)

That is, <l slédll 53iks /3545 3/ /lan ta’nd ila ma'idati al-mufawadati/ (It will not
return to the negotiating table) is 2" in sequence of actions (reactions), and Sl
ilbiLyl bzl i3 [an yatawagafa al-nashatu al-‘istitaniu/ (the settlement
activity stops) is 1 in timing of actions.

Again, i /gabla/ here helps introduce temporal sequence; however, it does not

answer a question about &< /mata/ (when) for the same reason stated in 2<'/ba’d/

when it is used in transition (Section 4.2).

The semantic value and cohesive function of i /gabla/ in this data set is

highlighted in the format illustrated in Figure 4.32.

Condition «gu— cLé/gabla/ Effect/Result

Figure 4.32 The semantic value and cohesive function of ck/qgabla/

in introducing a dependent action that has not happened yet
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B. Syntactic feature: & /gabla/ in SET TWO initiates an adverbial [dependent]

clause. As in the mentioned example:

| dependent clansa
53

¢ o) iy DAY M i g8 Clagid sl ) 3 Ol ) LD iy

| dependent clause
/lan ta’tida {13 m3 idati al-mufawadati qabla "an yatawaqafa al-nashitu al-"istitanin/

[ dependent clauss |
(It will not return to the negotiating table unless the settlement activity stops)

Also, L [gabla/ in this data set is always preceded by a verb in the present

negated by the particle c/lan (will not):

“4[ presznt
(Tt will h return to the negotiating table unless the settlement activity stops)

Furthermore, ci/qabla/ in this data set is followed by either:

i. interpreted verbal noun illustrated by the infinitive particle J//*an/ and a verb in

the present. For example:

VN
53 . .,",'" B L Jj\. Ji 5 __]A!_(jl__ul‘_r'u!_';uru_’uu.'}‘l Ll A J,g gi*h_,!;hj\. N LJ" 1p] ;J.jI!%_u!: il ALy ol 'y

VN
/lan ta’tda ila ma'idati al-mufawadati gabla "an yatawaqgafa al-nashatu al-istitaniu/

(1t will not return to the negotiating table unless the settlement activity stops)

ii. or an explicit verbal noun which takes the 4L/ [ idafa/ structure (annexation)

by annexing it to a noun. For example:

97



BA’DA AND QABLA IN ONLINE NEWS CHAPTER FOUR

VN
Jaul 4]

2 g Lr‘ic é'—im}t L ‘ﬂﬂ s PM Jad JB,I Al g ,"i v'J*j" Lr}ﬂ "ﬂﬂ”' yajg jjj!—m.‘ il JJ.I#” ) 3)5”"" o 9}*-"‘

VN . i
/lan yatahagaga bi-muhagqalati farda al-tatbi’i ‘ala al-‘arabi qabla tahquql al-"insihabi/

(1t will not be achieved by trying imposing normalization on Arabs unless the withdrawal is achieved)

Figure 4.33 schematically represents this syntactic structure.

(an) ) Glias) 7 pa Haan
An explicit VN (annexed to
a noun) S ia (i o s
) ' < HAlan/

OR 4 /qabla/ = present tense (will not)

(f Jan Jad + ) Js3e Hras

An interpreted VN «

(Jfan + present tense)

Figure 4.33 The structure of cié/gabla/ in introducing a dependent action

that has not happened yet

SET THREE: Expressing the second element in a comparison: (0.9 %)

Percentage of using </qabl/ in expressing the second element in a comparison in the
way of calculation mentioned earlier shows that this is the eighth-largest usage. Moreover, its

usage here reveals that it introduces the meaning of “... than before/ever”, “... than ever

before” or ““... by comparison with this/that...”.

Order of sentence reveals that one action is explicitly mentioned and the other is not.

As shown in Table 4.18.
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Table 4.18 Concordance lines of c#/qgabla/ in expressing

the second element in a comparison

1523 gl 0 4yl cl gl d g ¥ Juml dilady g $ e K o ol e sugied Clelall ac A

IR JY PN Y S g VI PRy T IR TR0 PO WP B - PR PP PR TP I TN BT

<

1,518

A. Semantic value and cohesive function: occurrences of i /gabl/ in this data set
show that two states come before #/gabl/, the first one is 1% in timing of states,
and the second one is 2" in sequence of states. It is also noted that state 2 is less
or more than state 1 which is another reference one implicitly mentioned. In other
words, L /gabl/ here means before a state that has already and implicitly been

mentioned.

Noticeably, the second element/part of the comparison introduced by J# /gabl/
here introduces amounts, numbers, distances, etc. The first element, however,

expresses difference. For example, in concordance line # 1523 of BBC corpus:

|2 1

188 g0 1l ald gy ol Jjial \_-q!_-‘,ljl.‘jj oo & gl Bl G e saitad Cleled e #

2
/asgharu bi-kathirirl min 01 gqabl/

2
JMuch smaller than before)

That is, _#% <//asgharu bi-kathirin/ (Much smaller) is 2" in sequence of states,
and whatever implicitly comes first is 1% in timing of states. This means that Jdal

_#i%/asgharu bi-kathirin/ (Much smaller) is subsequent to whatever comes earlier.
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Again, J#/gabl/ helps express the second element in a comparison in a temporal
sequence; however, it does not answer a question about << /mata/ (when) for the

same reason stated in 2=//ba’d/ when it is used in transition (Section 4.2).

The semantic value and cohesive function of /qgabl/ in this data set is clarified

in Figure 4.34.

rence to

i |gab|/ — State e—State

Figure 4.34 The semantic value and cohesive function of J/qabl/

in expressing the second element in a comparison

B. Syntactic feature: L /gabl/ in expressing the second element in a comparison
always associates with one pattern. That is, it is preceded by an adjective in
superlative case and collocated with the preposition ¢« /min/ (of) and the
demonstrative (sJ/07/ (this) to denote the meaning of ‘than before, than earlier’.
This finding agrees with the literal meaning that Wehr (1967, p.740) gave to this
idiomatic expression; however, he did not explain its syntactic feature as well as

its semantic value and cohesive function.

The syntactic feature of JL/qabl/ in this data set is clarified in Figure 4.35.
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i 53 e /min 8T qabl/ (than before/ever) < Superlative

Figure 4.35 The structure of c4/gabl/ in expressing the

second element in a comparison

We can consider that the phrase of i 4 e /min 87 qabl/ is elliptical for &5
/dalika/ (that) or /3 /hada/ (this) which anaphorically refer to an earlier subject.
The whole pattern denotes the meaning of ‘... than before/ever’, ‘... than ever

3

before’ or ‘... by comparison with this/that...” More clearly, if we say that
something is i 4 ¢ 8T Jakbaru min 8T qabl/ (bigger than ever or bigger than
ever before), we are emphasizing that it has never been as big as it is now,

although it has always been big.

SET FOUR: Expressing a condition that has the first priority: (0.5 %)

Percentage of using /qgabla/ in expressing a condition that has the first priority in a

way of calculation mentioned earlier points out that this is the ninth-largest (bis) usage.

Order of sentence reveals that main action comes before L /gabla/ and acts as an

essential prerequisite to give the meaning of “prior to anything else”. As illustrated in Table

4.19.

Table 4.19 Concordance lines of ci4/gabla/ in expressing a condition that has the first priority

m

1,380

3007

PTG SCIRI MNP i g i el '.9""—"“ o Wyl el e

€ 2y Lol (o of glacd Wi gl K 4 08 o) cg® Clnfidd o el ik i "y die

il A W L oy iy "l Gy 0 KJ8 0y Sl e il BE

Al

s pli¥ B £ 4
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A. Semantic value and cohesive function: instances of 4 /gabla/ in expressing a
condition that has the first priority show that whatever comes before it is
subjunctive to other things (e.g. events, actions, persons, etc.) and, equally,
precedes anything else in spatial position, place, rank, or importance. This means
that we use & /gabla/ here to emphasize that an event, action, or person is
conditional and the first one of a particular kind. For example, in concordance line
# 927 of BBC corpus:

condition
i Sl

gyl o g f Ul 8 0 U il gl ppifls b i clli e

| condition

/yuridiina tahsina ‘awda’ihimi al-ma’ishiyati qabla kulli shay'in /

condition |
%They want to improve their living conditions prior to anything else)

That is, Luiseal Lag-,cblvjf Creasd G52 4 lyuridiina tahsina “awda’ihimi al-ma’ishiyati/
(They want to improve their living conditions) is antecedent to whatever comes

earlier.

Again, dié/gabla/ helps express a condition that has the first priority in a temporal
sequence; however, it does not answer a question about < /mata/ (when) for the

same reason stated in 2=//ba’d/ when it is used in transition (Section 4.2).

B. Syntactic feature: cké/gabla/ in expressing a condition that has the first priority is
preceded by a sentence and collocated with = 5 /kulli shay'in/ (anything else)
to constitute: s~ & i /gabla kuli shay'in/ which denotes the meaning of “prior

to anything else”. This finding somehow agrees with the literal meaning that
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Wehr (1967, p.740) gave to this idiomatic expression “first of all, above all”;
however, he did not explain its syntactic feature as well as its semantic value and

cohesive function.

The syntactic structure of J/gabla/ in this data set is clarified in Figure 4.36.

P gﬁ&ﬁ;lqabla kulli shay’in/ (prior to anything else) <« S

Figure 4.36 The structure of ci/gabla/ in expressing a condition

that has the first priority

Discernibly, excluding s J8 Ji /qabla kulli shay'in/ (prior to anything else)

from this pattern does not affect the sentence, and thus they became a supplement.

SET FIVE: Expressing urgency: (0.2 %)

Percentage of using <4 /gabla/ in expressing urgency in a way of calculation
mentioned earlier reveals that this is the tenth-largest usage. Furthermore, its usage here

reveals that it introduces the meaning of “urgently”.

Besides, order of sentence shows that main action comes before cl#/qabla/ and acts as

an urgent need. As presented in Table 4.20.

Table 4.20 Concordance lines of c4/gabla/ in expressing urgency

Ll eufr 2hi, e N 1 o e T TR oL, b P . aut M b PRI T I
LU I G RN PRV 1 . TG TP [ NN T PR P P I G

] i " B " 2" K b " Clp g B o Lesd O 5y ) s Gl 55 )
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A. Semantic value and cohesive function: instances of L /qabla/ in this data set
illustrate that whatever comes before it is in a way that needs to be dealt with or
happened immediately, and takes precedence over others. To illustrate, c&#/gabla/
here implies that what comes before it is in a dire need or demand whose
fulfillment cannot be deferred, which conveys a sense of pressing importance. For

example, in concordance line # 85 of BBC corpus:

[ et

WK S ol iy b by sele o gl Aol cds g8 ol o eongd g dds <.c.i<.,. spgdy psied ciEd, .

d

agent . - — .
/raghbatun jamihatun T al-“awdati tmin havthu "aj a_ytul gabla faw3ati al-"awani/

szent

[
A strong desire to go back where I came from. nrgently)
= =4

That is, < s (e 505e) 3 4asls 4 Jraghbatun jamihatun fi al-‘awdati min

haythu “ajaytu/ (A strong desire to go back where | came from) is an urgent action.

B. Syntactic feature: <L /gabla/ in expressing urgency is preceded by a phrase, and

followed and collocated by </34/fawati/ (passing) and /5¥//al awani/ (the time):

phrase |
& ds i_‘)'J ___p. T W la ‘.:._‘;:.d e J.I-_,_f: ;__’_.i.'_ Ty o Rl _,i fada ;.I‘:___:I.;.-;a.k sy :-Ja’_n. ;4;&‘-. .

. phraze . - . - - _ .
.-"llca_ghba_tu_n jamihatun f1al-"awdati min havthu ~aj a_ytul. gabla fawati al-"awani/

oxhe
(IA strong desire to go back where I came fromlr urgently)

The syntactic structure of J/gabla/ in this data set is shown in Figure 4.37.

Ol3¥ <58 didlqabla fawiti al awani/ (Urgently) e phrase & lic

Figure 4.37 The structure of i/gabla/ in expressing urgency
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Likewise, excluding /3% <5 (i /qabla fawati al’awani/ from this structure does

not affect the sentence, and thus they became a supplement.

4.3 Summary of Chapter Four:

The analysis of 3=/ba’da/ in this study demonstrated the following findings: 1) when
1= /ba’da/ means “after”, then it has four semantic values and cohesive functions, namely
presenting order of events that displays a cause and effect relationship, introducing specific
or unspecific time/period that displays a chronological sequence, introducing a specific
time/date that displays a chronological sequence, and expressing order or rank/hierarchy that
displays a spatial sequence; 2) when i+ /ba’da/ means “after that, then, subsequently, or later
on”, it is used in transition in which it helps introduce an action that is subsequent to another
reference action; 3) when 2« /ba’da/ means “yet”, it is used in expressing unmaterialized
event that displays a present temporal relationship; 4) when 3=/ /ba’da/ plays idiomatic roles,
then it has four different semantic values and cohesive functions, namely expressing
unmaterialized event that displays a present temporal relationship, expressing later time with
lax, expressing gradation or progression, and expressing end of an event/episode and start off
new one. Under each semantic value and cohesive function of i< /ba’da/, the syntactic

features were illustrated.

On the other hand, the analysis of & /qabla/ in this study revealed the following
results: 1) when it means “before”, then it has four semantic values and cohesive functions,
namely presenting order of events that displays a cause and effect relationship, introducing

unspecific time/period that displays a chronological sequence, introducing a specific
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time/date that displays a chronological sequence, and expressing order or rank/hierarchy that
displays a spatial sequence; 2) when it means “ago”, then it has two semantic values and
cohesive functions, namely introducing a specific time/period, and introducing unspecific
duration; 3) when it plays idiomatic role, then it has five different semantic values and
cohesive functions, namely expressing unspecified earlier time, introducing a dependent
action that has not happened yet, expressing the second element in a comparison, expressing
a condition that has the first priority, and expressing urgency. Under each semantic value and

cohesive function of cL#/qgabla/, the syntactic features were highlighted.

Findings of this chapter can safely assume that there are some usages of L /qabla/
where it acts in the same way as 3='/ba’da/ but with a different semantic values and cohesive
functions. These usages are clearly presented in the first and the second meaning of both

stated above.
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5. CONCLUSION

5.1 Research Questions Revisited:

The aim of this study has been to investigate two adverbial nouns in Arabic, namely
3z /ba’da/ and 4 /gabla/ since they are two of the most frequent words in Arabic. This
investigation was motivated by the absence of studies which examine the adverbial nouns
authentically used by native speakers of Arabic in light of their linguistic qualities, e.g.
semantic value and cohesive function, syntactic features, and idiomatic usages.

To fill this gap, the study required written texts-based corpus in which the target
words could be tracked with regard to their concordance lines. A genre of online news was
preferred, on the assumption that this genre would be the most salient of media Arabic (Taha,

1995; Al-Jarrah, 2011).

In the presence of OSAC, its 4,102,134 tokens of CNN and BBC online news were
compiled using WordSmith Tools to answer the following research questions:
A. What are the semantic value and cohesive function of 3<i/ba’da/ and J#/qabla/?

B. What are the syntactic features that mark 3<i/ba’da/ and cL#/gabla/?

C. What are the idiomatic usages of 3=i/ba’da/ and L#/qgabla/ as reflected by analyzed

body of data?

5.2 Summary of Findings:

The present corpus-based study brought out the following results introduced in the

following subsections which then answer the first and second research questions.
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Initially, the analysis of the target words has revealed other authentic meanings in
addition to their common ones, i.e. after and before. For example, the meaning of
“then/subsequently” for <i/ba’da/, and the meanings of “ago” for i /qgabla/ as well as other
idiomatic usages which will be presented later. These authentic meanings and idiomatic
usages have not been demonstrated thoroughly for the target words in instructed Arabic

environments as well as reference books to date.

Another important finding authentically found here is that there are differences in the
frequency of each mentioned meaning. On one hand, the most frequent meaning of < /ba’da/
is “after” (83.7 %), and “after that, then, subsequently, or later on” (14.5 %), its different
idiomatic usages (1.7 %). On the other hand, the most frequent meaning of 4 /gabla/ is
“before” (62.7 %), “ago” (24.3 %), and its various idiomatic usages (9.7 %). This can give

priority to one meaning over the other whenever they are presented to AFL learners.

These authentic meanings were classified according to an emergent descriptive frame
(Hunston, 2002, p. 46). A distinction was then made between their semantic values and
cohesive functions as well as their syntactic features. The observation of such distinctions of

these linguistic qualities added a further dimension to the analysis.

Above all, findings summarized here help document the authentic meanings and

usages of the two target words as they are actually used in real life communication.

On one hand, the semantic values and cohesive functions of i< /ba'da/ differs
according to its meaning. When it means “after”, it is used then in presenting order of events
that displays a cause and effect relationship, introducing specific or unspecific time/period

that displays a chronological sequence, introducing a specific time/date that displays a
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chronological sequence, and expressing order or rank/hierarchy that displays a spatial
sequence. But, when 3« /ba'da/ is used in transition, it helps introduce an action that is
subsequent to another reference action. These semantic values and cohesive functions, and

syntactic features of i=//ba'da/ can be then summarized as follows:

5.2.1 di/ba'da/ [After]

When i< /ba'da/ means “after”, it is used in the temporal sense to help introduce
punctuality, time/duration, and sequence, i.e. points in time, extension and/or

sequence over a span of time, as follows:

A. The punctual use: it is used then in presenting order of events that displays a cause

and effect relationship (causal sequence). For example,

SlalgiY) ) sila I 5 3dlis <) [raddat mubasharatan ba’da sudari il-itthamat/ (She
immediately responded after the accusations)

sl 7B lgndy 33 g313) oslls0 lyuhawilitna “ihragha ba‘da rafdiha fath al-
ma’bar/ (They try to embarrass it after its refusal to open the crossing gate)

Ide 1S 3.6 Jsbo 3 I (o JI dleT 5 35 oY) SIS Ll 2500 316 clbill) cile]
/a’lanat al-sultat ‘inqad 2500 shakhsan hatta “I-aan ba’da "an aghlagat kutal min
al-galid turugan bital 3.6 kila mitr/ (Authorities announced saving 2500 persons till
now after the blocks of ice closed 3.6-km-long roads )

sy 5 cKEF oF [gad tashshakkalat ba’da al-intikhabat/ (It has been formed

after the elections)
The syntactic structure of i=/ba'da/ here is:

noun/an interpreted VN/an explicit VN <« ba’da <« past /present

i /ba'da/ in this structure can collocate with the infinitive particle J/ /‘an/

constituting the interpreted verbal noun.
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B. The durative and dative use: it is used then in:

introducing specific or unspecific time/period that displays a chronological
sequence. For example, ,Sj,eaﬁ/;jl,{ﬂ/@ Assaa/j pal 2 LAJ/L;/JJS sy plat Cpls
/ja’at tasrihati Karzai ayydan ba'da yawmin wahidin fagat min az-ziyarati al-
gasirati/ (Karzai’s declarations also came after only one day of the brief visit)
llhix/ (ye (Lli 385 457 25 /qad tawafa ba’da qalilin min ‘ikhtitfiha/ (he died
shortly after her abduction). The syntactic structure of 2« /ba'da/ here is:

(Laas 38085t ¢ 30« Dilasfp s Jaoale Ja
(time/period) noun « ba'da « verbal noun/present /past

i=s/ba'da/ in this structure usually collocates with the preposition c«min (of).

. or introducing a specific time/date that displays a chronological sequence. For

example, 2004 plé 35 SIS G 55 2] 48l [bi-idafati a’dadin kafiratin min
al-sukkani ba’da ‘ami 2004/ (by adding large numbers of inhabitants after

2004). The syntactic structure of 3<//ba'da/ here is:

(B5Ea5) 2 pa il B¢ Hilas
(time/date) definite noun «— ba'da <« verbal noun

C. The sequential use: it used then in expressing order or rank/hierarchy that displays

a spatial sequence:, i.e., points in location and place over an order. For example,

ad M4l 35 45l 457540 5 i /ya i fi al-martabati al-thaniyati ba’da almulla Omar/

(He came in rank number 2 after Mulla Omar). The syntactic structure of e

/ba'da/ here is:

R S g SR
proper noun <« ba'da « present /past
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5.2.2 #i/ba'da/ [after that, then, or subsequently]

When i< /ba'da/ collocates with the demonstrative <5 /dalika/, it gives the
meaning of “after that, then, subsequently, later on”. Thus, it is used in the
transitional sense to help introduce an action that is subsequent to another
reference action. For example, <&L5 35 5506 ¥ s e AGLYT 7 526 il ) fus S 425
ALY " 55" ) sde JiLil /dafa’athu li-llrahil “ila “Silta Vigi® a-lasbani ala sabil al-
‘I’ara. ba’da 0alika intagal Mida ‘ila ‘Rama’ al-itali/ (It pushed him to go to the
Spanish (club) ‘Celta Vigo’ on loan. Subsequently, Mido moved to the Italian
(club) ‘Roma’). The syntactic structure of 2</ba'da/ here is:

sentence < ba'da « sentence
i< [ba'da/ in this structure usually collocates with the demonstrative pronoun &5

Ioalika/ (that).

On the other hand, i /gabla/ has different semantic values and cohesive functions
which depend on its meaning as well. When it means “before”, it is used then in presenting
order of events that displays a cause and effect relationship, introducing specific or
unspecific time/period that displays a chronological sequence, and expressing order or
rank/hierarchy that displays a spatial sequence. Besides, when it means “ago”, it is used then

in introducing a specific or unspecific time/period or duration.

Again, these semantic values and cohesive functions, and syntactic features of 4

/gabla/ can be summarized as follows:
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5.2.3 dié/gabla/ [before]

When i /gabla/ means “before”, it is used in the temporal sense to help introduce
punctuality, time/duration, and sequence, i.e. points in time, extension and/or

sequence over a span of time, as follows:

A. The punctual use: it is used then in presenting order of events that displays a
cause and effect relationship (causal sequence). For example,
Lok sid i o)) 4 b5 jtahatmat fi al-jati gabla hubitiha/ (It (the plane) crashed
in mid-air before its landing)
=¥ G 136 Ot (s £5¢3T 145850 wa-yurrakibin “jhizatan fihd gabla “an
ya’uda ‘ila al-"ard/ (And they fix devices in it before they return to earth)
_aTiall piF Lagisilial Y] ayli 23<) jlieiis /sayas’ayani li-hashd tayidin wasi’in li-
mubadaratihma gabla al-mii'tamari/ (They will seek to rally broad support for
their initiative before the conference)
The syntactic structure of L /qabla/ here is the same as in its counterpart of i<

/ba'da/ (after).

B. The durative and dative use: it is used then in:

i. introducing unspecific time/period that displays a chronological sequence. For
example, 4ele Ui (e c-uLw/ kg alls @b /ya'ti dalika gabla ‘asabi’ min
‘intikhabatin ‘amatin/ (This comes weeks before a general elections).

Again, the syntactic structure of J¥ /gabla/ here is the same as in its

counterpart of 2 /ba'da/ (after).
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Ii. or introducing a specific time/date that displays a chronological sequence. For
example, 2005 »l& i Uil e /3l SIS /kana sa'idan ‘ala libnan gabla ‘ami
2005/ (It was prevailed on Lebanon before 2005).

Repeatedly, the syntactic structure of (& /gabla/ here is the same as in its
counterpart of 3~ /ba'da/ (after) except for the verbal noun which comes

before it.

C. The sequential use: it used also in expressing order or rank/hierarchy that displays
a spatial sequence. For example, L s& oif i <5 (Ll 52 /'isra 'l ta’rifu gabla Stirya/
(Israel knows before Syria).

Again, the syntactic structure of Ji /gabla/ here is the same as in its counterpart

of 3% /ba'da/ (after) except for the verbal noun which comes before it.

We can safely assume that usages of cl#/qabla/ when it means “before” are acting in the
same way as = /ba’da/ when it means “after” but with a different semantic values and
cohesive functions. These usages are clearly presented in the first meaning of both stated

above.

5.2.4 di/gabla/ [ago]

When i /qabla/ means “ago”, it is used in the temporal sense to help introduce

time/duration (durative and dative use). Thus, it is used to:

A. introduce a specific time/period. For example, (il e de (i 42 lay A8LS S saf
/ta’arrada li-saktatin dimaghiyyatin gabla ‘igdin min al-zamani/ (He suffered an

apoplexy a decade ago).
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B. or, introduce unspecific duration. For example, <lela L <71 akkada gabla sa’atin/

(He asserted (Barack Obama) hours ago).

The common syntactic structure of J#/gabla/ (ago) is:

Jr P pale Jad
past

(32) &
(number) noun « gabla «

Remarkably, can safely assume that there are some usages of cif/gabla/ where it acts

in the same way as 2= /ba’da/ but with a different semantic values and cohesive functions.

These usages are clearly presented in the first and the second meaning of both stated above

and can be clarified in Table 5.1.

Table 5.1 The semantic values and cohesive functions of <i/ba’da/ and cL/qabla/

izi/ba’da/ i [gabla/
Presenting order of events that 71 % Presenting order of events that displays a 51.8%
displays a cause and effect cause and effect relationship
relationship
Introducing specific or 11.8% Introducing unspecific time/period that 88%
S unspecific  time/period  that " displays a chronological sequence
~ displays a  chronological ~
o3 sequence S
N—r
g QL
P Introducing a specific time/date 0.3 % & Introducing a specific time/date that 1.6%
<{ that displays a chronological & displays a chronological sequence
sequence
Expressing order or 06% Expressing order or rank/hierarchy that 0.5%
rank/hierarchy that displays a displays a spatial sequence
spatial sequence
After Introducing an action that is 145% | Ago Introducing a specific time/period 15.9%
[that] subsequent to another reference Introducing unspecific duration

action
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5.2.5 4ti/ba'da/ and ckd/gabla/ [idiomatic expressions]

In addition to the abstract sense of the target words, they can be also used in
figurative ways. Whereas, they may occur in conjunction with other words to convey
particular meanings. In other words, the two target words can be used in some idiomatic
expressions that are peculiar and cannot be understood from their individual meanings of
their elements, or cannot be deduced from a general knowledge of the target words and their

meaning, but rather, we need to simply memorize them. For example,

A. The negation particle »//lam/ in 2<7 ...s//lam... ba’d/ “[not]... yet”. For example,
247 [35 AT 4059 [al-taslTimu lam yabda® ba’d/ (Delivery has not started yet).

B. The preposition 4/fi/ (in) and the relative pronoun L/ma/ in 2= Les/fima ba’d/
“later, afterwards”. For example, <& Las Lagic <ua jf/F/afrajat ‘anhuma fima ba’d/
(she released them later).

C. The declinable adverbial noun ~«/yawm/ (a day) in ~« % s &/yawman ba’da
yawmin/ “gradually”. For example, & 4& i & icLa%i/tatasa’adu yawman ba’da
yawmin/ (it increases gradually).

D. The noun sk /tili/ (a long) in ¢ hél)/tie/ L Jsb 55 /ba’da tili “intidhar/ghiyab/
‘ingita’/ “finally”. For example, «li Jsb 35 i/ 334 /ya’aidu li-dubay ba’da til
ghiyab/ (He returns to Dubai finally)

E. The preposition ¢ /min/ (of) in J# o« /min qabl/ “previously”. For instance, <€
B e 4_150‘,/ 4205 /kanat wadr’atun ‘amrikiyatun min gabl/ (It was an American
deposit previously)

F. The negation particle S//lan/ in J# ...2//lan... qabla/ “unless”. For example, 3s<55/
LY BLE Cad 5T G i i 51ddl) 53 - /lan ta’Tda 112 ma'idati al-mufawadati
gabla "an yatawaqafa al-nashatu al-‘istitantu/ (It will not return to the negotiating

table unless the settlement activity stops).
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G. The preposition &« /min/ (than) and the relative pronoun (s5/67/ (this/that) in (55 ce
i /min 8T qabl/ “than before, than earlier”. For example, i 53 (o _uiSs Siia/
/asgharu bi-kathirin min 81 gabl/ (Much smaller than before)

H. The two nouns J8/kulli/ (all) and s~i/shay’in/ (something) in s~ gfdﬁ“prior to
anything else”. For instance, s JS cif didwall apelin/ Guudi Jsdi i /yuridina
tahsina ‘awda’ihimi al-ma’ishiyati gabla kulli shay'in / (They want to improve
their living conditions prior to anything else)

. The verbal noun </39/fawati/ (passing) and the noun /5% /al’awani/ (the time) in
o131 <l 55 L jqabla fawati al awani/ “urgently”. For example, e 525l 5 4sals 4id 5
3% ol 38 i S5 Gk fraghbatun jamihatun f1 al-‘awdati min haythu “ajaytu gabla

fawati al-'awani/ (A strong desire to go back where I came from, urgently)
Importantly, after analyzing the two target words, it could be concluded that ANTSs or
ola il iy b /Dhuriifu az-zamani/ are what is indicated by the time of the occurrence of an
action/event. Moreover, the two target words, as indeclinable ANTS L3iats jigAdiia Sy 5k do
not imply the meaning of the preposition 4 /fi/ (in). This means, we cannot generalize that

all ANTs imply the meaning of this preposition as most grammarians went (Ibn Ya’ish, V. 2,

p. 41; Ibn Jinni, 1985, p. 110).

5.3 Limitations of the Study:

There are two main limitations to this study based on the restrictions the researcher

selected, as follows:

A. This study is concerned with two Arabic adverbial nouns only, namely i+ /ba’da/
and L /gabla/. Therefore, conclusion based on the present study cannot be

generalized to make statements about Arabic adverbial nouns in general.
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B. The underlying linguistic qualities used here may well vary within one text type

which, overall, belongs to a defined genre.

5.4 Future Studies:

Further research can be conducted into:

A. Other websites of online news and thus a comparison between the present study
and the future one can be performed.

B. Other linguistic qualities, e.g. morphological patterns, and pragmatic
characteristics.

C. Other adverbial nous of time and/or place rather than 3<i/ba’da/ and i4/qabla/.

D. Other genres rather than media Arabic.

5.5 Implications of the Thesis

The use of corpus-based methods contributes directly to language pedagogy by
influencing and improving pedagogical tools, methods as well as teaching and learning
materials. According to Braun (2006, 1) corpus-based observations have helped to uncover
and remove discrepancies between what is taught in textbooks and what kind of language is
actually used. Thus, this allows making corresponding changes in teaching methods and

place greater emphasis on suitable teaching materials.

Table 5.2 and Table 5.3 summarize all findings of the present study. These findings
can be used in developing any curriculum, lesson material, dictionary, lexicon, etc. that
focuses on media Arabic as well as in Applied Linguistics in general.
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Table 5.2 All reached findings on < /ba’da/

CHAPTER FIVE

= initiates a
= Answers | Answers tion of 3
" Semantic Semantic (Fa B | Questionof = . .
_g - % An example - . _ | & /ba’da kam/ Syntactic feature supplement | collocation
= meaning value /mata/ |/limada/ (after how
o (when) | (why) long)
action/event

Presenting P CR I R R effect/ - initiates an adverbial [dependent] clause.

order of events )"“l_C“’ L_@':“SJ”" L_P > ‘fﬁj? 2 '(, 0 i - preceded by independent [main] clause

that displays a fyuhawilutina “ihragha ba'da rafdiha esull) is using present or past, not imperative r

71 |fath al-ma’bar/ (They try to embarrass | subsequent \ y X L ' X Jllran/

cause and it after its refusal to open the crossin h - followed by explicit verbal noun,

effect ate) P Y | to another interpreted verbal noun (3 /*an/ + a verb),

relationship g action/event or a noun in definite or indefinite case

(cause)
Introducing VR ETT A B Ur O L
o L& aal il 51578 ey et cla | new action is N .

specific or N 9?";?@?: /fait’t’; rihﬁ;'i);; rz;i. subsequent -initiates an adverbial [dependent] clause.

unspecific é.-‘dan‘f)é;dawa\fvmin wahidin fagat q_ ) - preceded by independent [main] clause semin

time/period 11.8 myi)rl{az-zi 5ra¥i al-qasicaty (Karze?i’é to specified/ v X N using present, past, or verbal noun. X uzof)
o | that displays a 1y gas unspecific - followed by noun (identified or unidentified
| : declarations also came after only one duration of
E chronological day of the brief visit) number)
< |sequence y an event

Introducing a ) o o

specific 2004 ple 323 GEL (e 3738 Hlae] 43Lal, /pi- | new action IS - initiates an adverbial phrase.

time/date that 03 idafti a’dadin kafiratin mina al-sukkani | subsequent N X X - preceded by independent [main] clause X X

displays a | ba’da ‘ami 2004/ (by adding large to exact using verbal noun.

chronological numbers of inhabitants after 2004) time/date -followed by a noun defined by annexation.

sequence

Er):j%rrezsrmg Sl 3 28 5 i ey fal- -initiates a phrase. _

rank/hierarchy martabati éi;-t’hér;i.yati alinilia%mar/ lower rank - preceded by independent [main] clause

that displays a 0.6 (He came in rank number 2 Mulla af_'ter another X X X using present or past. X X

. higher one -followed by a proper noun.
spatial Omar)
sequence
Joe B T B EL ) Je A

Introducing an ST Mg ) e ORI S5 S5 e I
- . ’ A PR new action is
g fa’athu li-llrahil ‘ila ‘Silta Vigd’ a- .
5 :ﬁggen Lent to {dabﬁ at }l_ ! b[?.ll—‘ll’? Slbta, d lgl_ll.li subsequent to - central adverbial noun. )
= d 14,5 | ;Asbant aa sabl a‘ _ ar_a’. a da va 1, another X X X - preceded by a sentence, and followed by X &lls /dalika/
2 another intaqal Mida ‘ila ‘Ruma’ al-itali/ (It reference another sentence -
= | reference pushed him to go to the Spanish (club) " '

action ‘Celta Vigo’ on loan. After that, Mido action

moved to the Italian (club) ‘Roma’)
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= initiates a
= Answers | Answers question of 3
L . - PR ‘.L’A.‘ 5 g
_g Semantlc % An example Semantic o . 4_ ~_ | & /ba’da kam/ Syntactic feature supplement | collocation
= meaning value /mata/ |/limada/ (after how
o (when) | (why) long)
Expressing
unmaterialized unimplement
event that P — < - - independent adverbial noun.

3 AT &4l /al- ]
displays a 0.8 :;; ; 5; 11 r/alhzasgntnut;im dyabtc)ia Gr‘;?eﬁ\t/ieor:e'j X X X - preceded by a negative verb in the present X ~lam/
present clivery has not started ye first (which refers to initiate something)
temporal
relationship

new action is

S subiﬁquent to

9 | Expressing 335 L Lgie catél 2 fthumma afrajat anotner .

%) e &~ ! _

W | jater time with | 0.3 | “anhuma fima ba’d/ (and then she '"}p"c't'y . X X X - Cfgéreﬂezdgeﬂi' e e N Lo /fima/

& [lax released them later) rererence P Y :

&5 action

9) mentioned

:: first

o Eézftsizlr? %r 03 52 3 La i Jeliall [tatasa’adu yawman Zztv'gﬂ) Isin X X X - central adverbial noun. N /yawman

o g - " | ba’d yawmin/ (it increases gradually) ping - preceded by a verb in the present. ba’da
progression slowly yawmin/

- LB
Expressing end . lintidhari
of an e Jsh 335 SN 3533 /yaGiidu li-dubay - . n/
event/episode | 0.3 |ba’da tal' ghiyabin/ (He returns to ?:;LOn:i:f X X X :Cﬁgé;ﬂezdgerggnqgggé R - ke
and start off Dubai finnaly) 9 P Y ) /ghiyabin/
new one - glhdl
/"ingita’/
Table 5.3 All reached findings on cL/qabla/
E Answers | Answers qug'tti?;egfam
i i KE I : . .
g Sema'.‘“c % An example Semantic - . iy .- | &/ba’da kam/ Syntactic feature supplement collocation
= meaning value /mata/ | /limada (after how

% (when) | / (why) long)
Presenting ) . action/event -initiates an adverbial [dependent] clause.

w | order of ek sia 08 sall 3 ekl fahatmat | (Cause) 1S - preceded by independent [main] clause

% | events that 51 g | fial-jadi gabla hubatiha/ (It (the | antecedent J J % using present or past. % Ty

L | displays a " | plane) crashed in mid-air before | to another - followed by explicit verbal noun, “

m | cause and its landing) one (effect/ interpreted verbal noun (&1 /'an/ +a
effect result) verb), or a noun in definite case
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E Answers | Answers Initiates a.
2| semantic Semantic ) J | Questionof
g - % An example = . . | AS/ba’da kam/ Syntactic feature supplement collocation
= meaning value /mata/ | /limada
x% (when) | 7 (why) (after how
\ long)
relationship
Introducing S i f g e old action is
L& AT (e anlid J8 & G
unspecific 75, t?éﬁlfkawaﬁa ‘a‘.Je;le;Jl"I:-lfi"l’“l antecedent - initiates an adverbial [dependent] clause.
time/period ya it oauke q‘_ as . to unspecific - preceded by independent [main] clause .
. 8.8 | ‘intikhabatin ‘amatin/ (This : N X R - X &= min (of)
that displays a comes weeks before a general duration using present or past.
chronological elections) 9 related to an - followed by noun (unidentified number)
sequence event
Introducing a A .
specific 2005 de 05 il Lle 1595 5& /kana | old action is - |r;|t|at(;esdarl; a?r\]/derblezld[dr:etperr;d?:t] flause.
time/date that sa'idan ‘ala libnan gabla ‘ami antecedent - preceded by independe [main] clause s
. 1.6 : N X X using past or verbal noun. X ple /am/ (year)
displays a 2005/ (It was prevailed on to exact followed by a noun defined by
chronological Lebanon before 2005) time/date annexation .
sequence
Eéj%rrezsrlng ) - initiates a phrase.
rank/hierarch G5 08 Lo a3 Ji D0 /isra Tl higher rank - preceded by independent [main] clause
that displays Z 0.5 | ta’rifu qabla Sarya/ (Israel knows | after another X X X using present or past. X X
spatial play before Syria) lower one - followed by a proper noun.
sequence
_,—,“‘: 5 "“”"L;Z\j’s;d";" . . .
Introducing a ﬁirﬁdﬁiiiﬁ;ti;‘ 292 | old action is -initiates an adverbial [dependent] clause.
specific 15.9 | dimaghiyyatin qabla “iqdin min ?Ongeggi‘]{fe'(‘jt v X N ) ﬂ;?rfgd:\‘ie% :g‘iﬁ‘fgf&“t [main] clause X X
time/period al-zamani/ (He suffered an durgtion - followed by noun (iden.tified number)
o apoplexy a decade ago)
O]
< ey old action is - initiates an adverbial [dependent] clause.
Introducing el 08 X /*akkada gabla antecedent - preceded by independent [main] clause
unspecific 8.4 | sa’atin/ (He asserted (Barack o N X v using a verb in the past. X X
duration Obama) hours ago) to unspecific -followed by noun (unidentified length of
duration time)
old action is
o2 o B antecedent
EQ Expressing J8 (e 48 54 45305 il kanat to another
<h unspecified 42 wadT’atun "amrikiyatun min qabl/ | implicitly X X X - central adverbial noun. N Jemin (of)
g 'S:J earIFi)er time = | (It was an American deposit referenced - preceded by two sentences. o
ok previously) action
w mentioned
first
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E Answers | Answers Initiates a.
2| semantic Semantic ) J | Questionof
g - % An example = . . | AS/ba’da kam/ Syntactic feature supplement collocation
= meaning value /mata/ | /limada
9, (when) | /(why) | (@fterhow
\ long)
o Ja g\_;,-‘.j;\_‘au\ 33l o) 35 - initiates an adverbial [dependent] clause.
Introducing a (AUily) Ll G855 /lan ta’fid 12 | dependant - preceded by a negative future by the
dependent ma'idati al-mufawadati qabla action negation particle J//lan/ (will not) and a Siland (will not) +
action that has | 3.9 | /"an yatawaqafa al-nashatu al- (result) relys X X X verb in the present. X 5 /an/
not happened ‘istitantu/ (it will not return to the | on another - followed by explicit verbal noun, or ¢
yet negotiating table before stopping | (condition) interpreted verbal noun (&1 /'an/ + a
the settlement activity) present).
new state is
less or
Expressing S e i e . | more than
the second & é_‘J o )“SJ_M fasgharu bi another - central adverbial noun. 53 o /min 81/ (than
- 0.9 | kathiri min 81 qabl/ (Much X X X : _— R
elementina reference - preceded by a superlative adjective. before/ever)
- smaller than before) -
comparison action
implicitly
mentioned
K8 Lnddl pgelladl Guadd O54 5 )
Expressing a ¢5 /yuridiina tahsina action acts )
condition that 05 ‘awda’ihimi al-ma’ishiyati qabla |as an X X X - central adverbial noun. N s~ SSTkulli shay'in/
has the first ™ | kuli shay'in / (They want to essential - preceded by a sentence. (anything else
priority improve their living conditions | prerequisite
prior to anything else)
08 53 T Genaiall b haels 18
RIISE /raghbatun jamihatun fi . Ky egE .
. Z o action acts . S )
Expressing 0.2 al-‘awdati min haythu “ajaytu as an X X X - central adverbial noun. N al‘:\iéni / (’;;ngiwnztihe
urgenc ' abla fawati al'awani/ (A stron - preceded by a sentence. -
gency a4 ( & urgent need P Y time)

desire to go back where | came
from, urgently)
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/. APPENDICES

Appendix 1: Random samples of concordance lines of <'ba’da

in BBC corpus
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Line #

Concordance lines of cLéqgabla
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